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T HE PREFACE. 


0 F all kinds of ſatire, there is none ſo entertaining and 
univerſally improving, as That which is introduced, 


as it were, occaſionally, in the courſe of an intereſting ſtory, 
 evhich brings every Mcident home to life ; and, by repreſeni- 


ing familiar ſcenes i an uncommon and amuſing point of 
view, inveſts them with all the graces of novelty, while, na- 
ture is appealed to in every particular. 

The Reader gratifies his curioſity in purſuing the ad- 
ventures of perſon in whoſe favour he is prepoſſeſſed ; he 
eſpouſes his cauſe, he ſympathizes avith him in diſtreſs, 
his indignation is heated againſt the authors of his ca- 
2 humane paſſions are inflamed ; the contraſt 
between dejected virtue and inſulting vice appears with 
greater aggravation ; and every impreſſion having a douMNe 
force on the imagination, the memory retains the circum- 
ſtance, and the heart improves by the example. The at- 
tention is not tired with a bare catalogue of characters, but 
agreeably diverted with all the variety of invention; and 
the viciſſitudes of life appear in their peculiar circumſtances, 
opening an ample field for wit and humour. | 

Romance, no doubt, owes its origin to ignorance, va- 
nity, and ſuperſtitiun. In the dark ages of the world, 
when a man had rendered himſelf famous for wiſdom 
or valour, his family and adherents availed themſelves of 
his ſuperior qualities, "magnified his virtues, and repre- 


ſented his character and perſon as ſacred and ſuperna- 


tural. The wulgar eafily ſwallowed the bait, implored his 


protection, and yielded the tribute of homage and praiſe 


even to adoration ; his exploits were handed down to 
pboſterity with a thouſand exaggerations they were re- 
peatet-as incitements to virtue; divine honours were paid, 
and altars erected to his memory, for the encouragement 


—2Y thoſe wwho attempted to imitate his example; and hence 


roſe the heathen mythology, which is no other than a 
collection of extravagant romances. As learning advan- 
ced, and genius received cultivation, theſe ſtories were 


embelliſhed with the graces of poetry ; that they might the 
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agudience; a 


Better recommend themſelves to the attention, they were ſung 
in public, pick re. for the inſtruction and delight of the 


rehearfed before battle, as incentives to deeds 
of glory. Thus tragedy and the epic muſe were born, and, 
in the progreſs of tafte, arrived at perfection. It is no 
avonder that the ancients could not reliſh a fable in proſe, 
after they had ſeen ſo many remarkable events celebrated in 
verſe, by their beſt poets ; wwe therefore find no romance a- 


mong them, during the era of their excellence, unleſs the 


Cyropedia of Xenophon may be ſo called; and it was not | 
till arts and ſciences began to revive, after the irruption of 
the Barbarians into Europe, that any thing of this kind ap- 
peared, But when the minds of men were debaucbed by 


the impoſition of prięſtcraſt to the moſt abſurd pitch of 
credulity, the authors of romance aroſe, and, loſing fight_ 


e probability, filled their performances with: the moſt mon- 
ftrous hyperboles. FA they could not equal the ancient poets 

in point of genius, they were reſolved to excel them in Ackich, 
and apply ta the wonder rather than the judgment of their 


'readers, Accordingly they brought necromancy to their aid, 
and inflead of ſupporting the character of their 'heroes by 
dignity of ſentiment and practice, diſtinguiſbed them by 
their bodily flirength, activity, and extravagance of beba- 
viour. Although nothing could be more hea and un- 
natural than the figures they-drew, they did not want pa- 
trons and admirers, and the world actually began to be in- 
fected with the ſpirit of knight-errantry, when Cervantes, 
by an inimitable piece of ridicule, reformed the taſte of man- 
kind, repreſenting chivalry in the right point . and 
converting romance ta purpoſes far more uſeful and enter- 
taining, by making it aſſume the ſock, and point out the fol- 
lies of ordinary life. „„ * 
The ſame method has been practiſed by other Spaniſh and 
French authors, and by none more ſucceſsfully than by Mon- 
feeur, Le Sage, who, in his Adventures of Gil Blas, has 
deſcribed the knavery and foibles of life, with infinite hus 
mour and ſagacity. The following ſheets I have modelled 
on his plan, taking the liberty, however, to differ from him 
in the execution, where I thought his particular ſituations 
were uncommon, extravagant, or peculiar to the country 
in which the ſcene is laid. The diſgraces of Gil Blas are, 
for the moft part, ſuch as rather excite mirth than coma 
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| | The PREFACE _ Y 
paſſion ; he himſelf laughs at them; and his "tranſitions 
from aiftreſs to happineſs, or at leaſt eaſe, are ſo ſudden, that 
neither the reader has time to pity him, nor himſelf to be 
acquainted with affliftion. This >nduf, in my opinion, 
not only deviates from probability, but prevents that 
generous indignation which ought to animate the reader 
againſt the ſordid and vicious diſpoſition of the world. 
I have attempted to repreſent: modeſt merit ſtruggling 
with every difficulty to which a friendleſs orphan is expoſed, 
from his own. want of experience, as well as from the ſel- 
4 e envy, malice, and baſe indifference of mankind. 
To ſecure a favourable prepoſſeſſion, I have allowed him the 
advantages of birth and education, which, in the ſeries of 
his misfortunes, will, I hope, engage the ingenuous more 
| "warmly in his behalf; and though 1 foreſee, that ſome 
people ⁊uill be offended at the mean ſcenes in which be is 
involved, I perſuade myſelf the judicious will not only per- 
ceive the neceſſity of deſcribing thoſe ſituations to which he 
muſt of courſe be confined, in his low flate, but alſo find en- 
tertainment in viewing thoſe parts of life, where the hu-. 
mours and paſſions are umdiſguiſed by aſfectation, ceremony, 
or education; and the whimſical peculiarities of diſpaſition 
appear as nature has implanted them. But I believe 1 
need not trouble myſelf in vindicating a practice authoriſed 
by the beſt writers in this way, ſome of whom I have al- 
ready named, | . 
very intelligent reader will, at firft fight, perceive I 
have not deviated from nature, in the fats, which are all 
true in the main, although the circumſtances are altered and 
diſguiſed, to avoid perfonal ſatire. | | 
t now remains to give my reaſons for making the chi 

perſonage of this work a North Briton ; which are chiefly 
theſe : I could at a ſmall expence beſtow on him ſuch edu- 
cation as I thought the dignity FA his birth and character 
required, which could not poſſibly be obtained in Eng- 


land, by ſuch flender means as the nature my plan 
ewould afford. In the next place, I could repreſent ſim- 
plicity of manners in a remote part of the kingdom, with 
more propriety than in any place near the capital ; and, 
taftly, the diſpoſition of the Scots, addicted to travelling, 
juſtifies my conduct in deriving an adventurer from that 
country. 3 
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vi The PREFACE. 
That the delicate reader may not be offended at the 
unmeaning oaths which proceed from the mouths of fome 
perſons in theſe memoirs, I beg leave to premiſe, that 1 
imagined nothing could more ee expoſe the abſurdity 
of fuch miſerable expletiver, than a natural and verbal re- 


preſentation of the difcourſe in which they occur. 
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A YOUNG painter, indulging a vein of pleaſantry, ſketched a 
7 kind of converſation-piece, repreſenting a bear, an owl, a 
monkey, and an aſs ; and to render it more ſtriking, humorous, 
and moral, diſtinguiſhed every figure by ſome emblem of hu- 
man life. ; | h 
Bruin was exhibited in the garb and attitude 4 an.old, tooth- 
tefs, drunken ſoldier ; the owl perched upon the handle of a cof<- 
Tee- pot, with ſpeacles on his noſe, ſeemed to contemplate a news- 
paper; and the aſs, ornamented with a huge tye-wig ( wphich, 


_ boavever, could not conceal his long eats ), ſat for his picture to 


the monkey, who appeared with the implements of painting. T his 
evhimfical groupe afforded ſome mirth, and met with general ap- 
probation, until ſome miſchievous wag hinted that the whole as 
a lampoon upon the friends of the performer; an inſinuation 
which was no ſooner circulated, than thoſe very people who ap- 
plauded it before began to be alarmed, and even to fancy them- 
felves fignified by the ſeveral figures of the piece, 

Among others, a worthy perſonage in years, who had ſerved 
in the army with reputation, being incenſed at the ſuppoſed out- 
rage, repaired to the lodgings of the painter, and, finding him at 
home, ** Hark ye, Mr Monkey, ſaid he, I have a good mind to 
convince you, that, though the bear has loft his teeth, he retains 
bis paws, and that he is not fo drunk but he can perceive your 
imßertinence — Shlood ! Sir, that toothleſs jaw is a damned ſcan- 
dalous kbel—but don't you imagine me ſo chopfallen as not to be 
able to chew the cud of reſentment.” Here he was interrupted 
by the arrival of a learned phyſician, who, advancing to the cul- 
Þrit with fury in his aſpect, exclaimed, e Suppoſe the augmenta- 
tian of the aſs*s ears ſhould prove the diminution of the baboon's — 
nay, ſeek not to prevaricate, for by the beard of Aſculapius ! 
there is not one hair in this periwig that will not ſland up in 
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tain, how this pitiful little fellow has copied the very curls —the 
colour, indeed, is different, but then the form and foretop are 
quite fimilar.” While he thus remonſtrated in a ſtrain of vo- 
ciferation, a venerable ſenator entered, and, waddling up to the 
delinquent, ** Fackanapes { cried he, I will now let thee ſee, I 
can read ſomething elſe than a news-paper, and that, without the 
help of ſpeFacles here is your own note of hand, firrah, for 
money, which if I had not advanced, you yourſelf would have 
reſembled an owl, in not daring to ſhew your face by day, you 
ungrateful ſlanderous nave !”? | 

In vain the aftoniſhed painter declared that he had no intention 
to give offence, or to charadterixe particular 2 They af- 
firmed the reſemblance was too palpable to be overlooked; they tax- 
ed him with inſolence, malice, and ingratitude ; and their clamours 
being overheard by the public, the captain was a bear, the doctor 
an aſs, and the ſenator an owl to his dying day. y 

Chriſtian reader, I beſeech thee, in the bowels of the Lord, 
remember this example while thou art employed in the peruſal of 
| the following ſheets ; and ſeek not to appropriate to thyſelf that 
eohich equally belongs to five hundred different people. If thou 
ſhouldſt meet with a character that reflects thee in ſome ungracious 
particular, keep thy own counſel ; conſider that one feature makes 
not a face, and that, though thou art perhaps diſtinguiſhed by a 
bottle noſe, twenty of thy neighbours may be in the ſame pre- 


dicament. 
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appears—I make my addreſſes to a lady, and am miraculouſly deli- 
vered from her ſnare, Kong P- 117 
Cnar. XXI. Squire Gawky comes to lodge with my maſter—is in- 
volved in a troubleſome affair, out of which he is extricated by me— 
he marries my maſter's daughter—they conſpire againſt me—lI am 
found guilty of theft——diſcharged—deſerted by my friends hire a 
room in St Giles's—-where, by accident, I find the lady to whom IL 
made my addreſſes, in a miſerable condition—1 relieve her, p. 122 


Caray. XXII. The hiſtory of Miſs Williams, „ p. 133 


Cr. XXIII. She is interrupted by a bailiff, who arreſts and carries 
her to the Marſhalſea—l accompany her bring witneſſes to prove 
the is not the perſon named in the writ—the hailiff is fain to give 
her a preſent, and diſcharge her we ſhift our lodging ſhe reſumes 
her ſtory, and ends it my reflections thereupon - ſhe makes me 
acquainted with the progreſs of a common woman of the town 
reſolves to quit that way of life, | | p. 143 


Cray. XXIV. I am reduced to great miſery—aſſaulted on Tower- hill 
by a preſs-gang, who put me on hoard a tender my uſage there 
my arrival on board of the Thunder man of war, where I am put 
in irons, and afterwards releaſed by the good offices of Mr Thom- 
ſon, who recommends me as aſſiſtant to the ſurgeon—he relates his 
own ſtory, and makes me acquainted with the chargers of the cap- 
tain, ſurgeon, and firſt mate, | p. 156 
CuAr. XXV. The behaviour of Mr Morgan—his pride, diſpleaſure, 
and generofity—the economy of our meſs deſcribed—Thomſon's 
further friendſhip—the nature of my duty explained—the ſituation 
of the lick, a | | p. I64 


— 


Car. XXVI. A diſagreeable accident happens to me in the diſcharge 
of my office—Morgan's noſe is offended—a dialogue between him 


4 4 con TB: T5; 8 

t : » 

1 

| | 
F and the ſhip's ſteward—upon examination, I find more cauſes of 
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complaint than one—my hair is cut off—Morgan's cookery—the 
manner of ſteeping on board—I am waked in the night by a dread- 
| ful noiſe, | p. 169 
_ 47! Cuae. XXVII. I acquire the friendſhip of the ſurgeon, who procures 
Ii | a warrant for me, and makes me a preſent of cloaths—a battle be- 
tween a midſhipman and me—the ſurgeon leaves the ſhip—the 
captain comes. on board with another ſurgeon—a dialogue between 
the captain and Morgan—the ſick are ordered to be brought upon 
the quarter-deck and examined—the conſequences of that order 
a madman accufes 8 and is fet at liberty by command of the 
captain, whom he inſtantly attacks and pummels without mercy, p. 173 


Cuar. XXVIII. The captain enraged, threatens to put the madman __ 
to death with his own hand—is diverted from that reſolution by 
the arguments and perſuaſion of the firſt lieutenant and ſurgeon— 
we ſet ſail fer St Helen's, join the fleet under the command of Sir 
C—n—r O—le, and proceed for the Weſt Indies—are overtaken 
by a terrible tempeſt—my friend Jack Rattlin has his leg broke by 
a fall from the main yard—the behaviour of Dr Mackſhane—Jack 
oppoſes the amputation. of his limb, in which he is ſeconded by 
Morgan and me, who undertake the cure, and perform it ſucceſs- 
fully, | | p- 181 


Cnay. XXIX. Mackſhane's malice—T am taken np and impriſoned 
for a ſpy—Morgan meets with the ſame fare—Thomfon is tamper- 

4 ed with to turn evidence againſt us—diſdains the propoſal, and is 
Pp maltreated for his integrity— Morgan is releaſed to aſſiſt the ſur- 
geon during an engagement with ſome French ſhips of war— re- 

main fettered en the poop expoſed to the enemy's ſhot, and grow 

delirious with fear—am comforted after the battle by Morgan, who 

ſpeaks freely of the captain; is overheard by the centinel, who in- 

forms againſt him, and again impriſoned—Thomſon grows deſpe- 

rate, and, ug erage, the remonſtrances of Morgan and me, 

goes overboard in the night, | | p. 186 


1 Cuar. XXX. We lament the fate of our companion the captain of- 
fers Morgan his liberty, which he refuſes to accept we are brought 
f | before him and examined—Morgan is ſent back to cuſtody, whither 
11 | ; alſo I am remanded, after a curious trial, p-. 192 


It Cuar. XXXI. I difcover a ſubornation againft me, by means of a 
i | quarrel between two of the evidences; in conſequence of which E 


4! am ſet at liberty, and prevail upon Morgan to accept of his freedom _ 
1 on the ſame terms Mackſhane's malice—we arrive at Jamaica, 
| WM from whence in a ſhort time we beat up to Hiſpaniola, in coujunc- 


| tion with the Weſt India ſquadron—we take in water, fail again, 
Th | and arrive at Carthagena—refleCtions on our conduct there, p. 199 


4 Cnar. XXXH. Oar land fytces being diſembarked, erect a faſcine 

4 battery—our ſhip is orderdd, with four more, to batter the fort of 
14 Bocca Chica—Mackſhane's cowardice—the chaplain's phrenzy— 
TE | honeſt Rattlin loſes one hand—his heroiſm, and reflections on the 
$241 | battle—Crampley's behaviour to me during the heat of the/ 
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Car. XXXIII. A breach being made in the walls, our ſoldiers give 
the affault, and take the place without oppoſition—our failors at 
the ſame time become maſters of all the other ſtrengths near Bocca 
Chica, and take poſſeſſion of the harbour—the good conſequence of 
this ſucceſs—we move nearer the town—find two forts deſerted, 
and the channel blocked up with ſunk veſſels; which however we 
find means to clear—land our ſoldiers at La Quinta—repnlſe a body 
of milicia—attack the caſtle of St Lazar, and are forced to retreat 
with great loſs—the remains of our army are re-embarked—an ef- 
ſort of the admiral to take the town—the economy of our expedi- 
tion deſcribed, P- 207 


_ Cuar, XKXIV. An epidemic fever rages among us—we abandon 
_ our conqueſts—lam ſeized with the diſtemper ; write a petition 
to the captain, which is rejected -I am in danger of ſuffocation 
through the malice of Crampley, and relieved by a ſerjeant—my 
fever increaſes—the chapha wants to confeſs me—l obtain a- fa- 
vourable crifis—Morgan's afteQion for me proved—the behaviour 
of Mackſhane and Crampley towards me—Captain Oakum is re- 
moved to another ſhip, with his beloved dotor—our new captain 
deſcribed an adventure of Morgan, | P- 213 


| Cuar. XXXV. Captain Whifſle ſends for me—his ſituation deſcri- 

bed. his ſurgeon arrives, preſcribes for him, and puts him to bed 
a bed is put up for Mr Simper contiguous to the ſtate- room, which, 
with other parts of the captain's behaviour, gives the ſhip's com- 

pany a very unfavourable idea of their commander am detained 
in the Weſt Indies by the admiral, and go on board of the Lizard 
floop of war, in quality of ſurgeon's mate, where I make myſelf 
known to the ſurgeon, who treats me very kindly—l go on ſhore, 
ſell my ticket, purchaſe neceſſaries, and, at my return on board, am 
ſurpriſed at the fight of Crampley, who is appointed lieutenant of 
the ſloop—we' ſail on a cruize, take a prize, in which I arrive at 
Port Morant, under the command of my meſs mate, with whom I 
live in great harmony, | Pp. 227 


Cuae. XXXVI. A ſtrange adventure —in conſe quence of which I am 
extremely happy—Crampley does me ill offices bon the captain; 
but his malice is defeated by the good-nature and friendſhip of the 
ſurgeon—We return to Port Royal—our captain gets the command 
of a larger ſhip, and is ſucceeded by an old man—Brayl is provided 
for—we receive orders to fail for England, P- 226 


Cuae. XXXVII. We depart for Europe—a miſunderſtanding ariſes 
between the captain and ſurgeon, through the ſcandalous aſperſions 
of Crampley—the captain dies—Crampley tyrannizes over the ſur- 

eon, who falls a victim to his cruelty—I am alſo il uſed —the ſhip 
Lrikes—the behaviour of Crampley and the ſeamen on that occaſion 
-I get on ſhore, challenge the captain to ſingle combat—am 
treacherouſly knocked down, wounded, and robbed. Page 23% 


Cnay. XXXVIII. I get up, and crawl to a barn, where I am in 
danger of periſhing through the fear of the country people—their 
inhumanity—I am ſuccoured by a reputed witch her ſtory her 
advice—ſhe recommends me as a valet to a ſingle lady, whoſe cha- 
racter ſhe explains. page 237 


Cuar. XXXIX. My reception by that lady—I become enamoured 
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of Narciſſa - recount the particulars of my laſt misſortune — acquire 
the good opinion of my miſtreſs—an account of the young ſquire — 
1 am made acquainted with more particulars of Narciſſa's ſituation 
— Conceive a mortal hatred againſt Sir 'Timothy—examine my la- 
dy's library and performances—her extravagant behaviour. p. 224 


Cnay. XL. My miſtreſs is ſurpriſed at my learning communicates 
her performances to me—l impart ſome of mine to her—am morti- 
fied at her faint praiſe—Narciſſa approves of my-produdtion—lI gain 
an involuntary conqueſt over the cook-wench and dyiry-maid— 
their mutual reſentment and inſinuations—the jealouſy bf their lo- 
vers. | | * p · 250 

Cnar. XLI. Narciſfa being in danger from the brutality of Sir Ti- 
mothy, is reſcued by me, who revenge myſelf on my rival—I de- 

clare my paſſion, and retreat to the ſea ſide—am ſurrounded by 
ſmugglers, and carried to Boulogn— find my uncle Lieutenant Bow- 
ling in great diſtreſs, and relieve him—our converſation. p. 256 


Cnar. XLII. He takes his paſſage in a cutter for Deal—we are ac- 
coſted by a prieſt, who proves to be a Scotchman—his profeſſion of 
friendſhip—be is affronted by the lieutenant, who afterwards ap-, 

peaſes him by ſubmiſſion my uncle embarks—I am introduced by 
the prieſt to a capuchin, in whoſe company I ſet out for Paris—the 
character of my fellow traveller—an adventure on the road—I am 
ſhocked at his behaviour. P- 265 


 Cuay. XLIII, We lodge at a houſe near Amiens, where I am robhed 


by the capuchin, who eſcapes while I am aſleep—lI go to Noyons 
in ſearch of him, but without ſucceſs—make my condition known 
to ſeveral people, but find no relief grow deſperate— join a com- 
"any of ſoldiers - enliſt in the regiment of Picardy—we are whe” 
into Germany! find the fatigues of the march almoſt intolerable 
—quarre! with my comrade in a»diſpute about politics—he challen- 
ges me to the field, wounds and diſarms me, p. 271 


Cuar. XLIV. In order to be revenged, I learn the ſcience of de- 
 fence-—we join Mareſchal Duc de Noailles—are engaged with the 
allies at Deitingen, and put to flight—the behaviour of the French 
{oldiers on that occaſion—I induſtriouſly ſeek another combat with 
the old Gaſcon, and vanquiſh him in my turn—our regiment is put 
into winter, quarters at Rheims, where 1 find my friend Strap— 
our recognition—he ſupplies me with money, and procures my diſ- 
charge we take a trip to Paris; from whence we ſet out for Lon- 
don by the way of Flanders, where we ſafcly arrive. page 277 


Cnar. XLV. I inquire for my uncle, and underſtand he is gone to 
ſea—take lodgings at Charing-croſs—go to the play, where I meet 
with an adventure—dine at an ordinary; the gueſts defcribed— 
become acquainted with Medlar and Dr Wagtail. p. 288 


Cuay. XLVI. Wagtail introduces me to a ſet of fine gentlemen, 
with whom I ſpend the evening at a tavern our converſation the 
characters of my new companions—the Doctor is roaſted the iſſue 
of our debauch. | . P- 302 


Cap. XLVII. Strap communicates. to me a conqueſt he had made 
of a chandler's widow—finds himſelf miſerably miſtak en T go to 
the opera—admire Melinda—am cautioned by Banter—go to the 
aflembly at Hampſtead dance with that young lady—receive an 
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jnſolent meſſage from Bragwell, whoſe metal is ſoon cooled—am 
in favour with my miſtreſs, whom I viſit next day; and am bubbled 
out of eighteen guineas at cards—Strap triumphs at my ſucceſs, 
but is aſtoniſhed at my expence—Banter comes to my lodging, is 
very ſarcaſtic at my expence, and borrows five guineas from me, as 
a proof of his friendſhip. p-. 313 


Cray. XLVIII. We repair to the coffeehouſe, where we overheat a 
\ curl RE between Wagtail and Medlar, which is referred to 
our decifion—the Doctor gives an account of hisexperiment—Med- 
lar is roaſted by Banter at the ordinary—the old gentleman's advice 
to me. h | p- 322 
Cray. XLIX. I receive a challenge the conſequences of it the 
quarrel being made up, am put in arreſt, by the care and affection 
of Strap but immediately releaſed upon explaining my affair the 
behaviour of Mr Oregan and his twe friends—l viſit Melinda, 
whom I divert with an account of the duel—propoſe marriage—ſhe 
refers the matter to her mother, of whom I make a ſolemn demand 
of her daughter—the old lady's behaviour I am diſcarded, and re- 
ſent their diſdain. p- 326 


Cnar. L. I long to be revenged of Melinda—apply to Banter for 
his aſſiſtance—he contrives a ſcheme for that purpoſe, which is put 
in execution with great ſucceſs—I make an attempt on the heart of 

- Mifs Gripewell, but am diſappointed—grow melancholy at my diſ- 
appointment, and Have recourſe to the bottle—receive a billet doux 
—am raviſhed with the contents—find mylelf involved in an in- 
trigue, which I imagined would make my fortune—am confounded 

at my miſtake, which baniſhes all thoughts of matrimony. p. 334 


ChAr. LI. I cultivare an acquaintance with two noblemen—am in- 
troduced to Earl Strutwell—his kind promiſe and invitation—the 
behaviour of his porter and lacquey he receives me with an ap- 
pearance of uncommon r to ſpeak in my be- 
half to the miniſter informs me of his ſucc#ſs, and wiſhes me joy— 

introduces a converſation about Petronius Arbiter—falls in love 
with my watch, which I preſs upon him—I make a preſent of a 
diamond ring to Lord Straddle—impart my good fortune to Strap 
and Banter, who diſabuſes me, to my utter mortiſication. p. 344 


Cray. LII. I attempt to recover my watch and jewel, but to no pur- 
poſe—reſolve to revenge myſelf on Strutwell by my importunity— 
m reduced to my laſt guinea—obliged to inform Strap of my ne- 
ceſſity, who is almoſt diſtracted with the news—but nevertheleſs 
obliged to pawn my beſt ſword for preſent ſubſiſtence—that ſmall 
ſupply being exhauſted, I am almoſt ſtupified with my misfortunes 
—20 to the gaming table, by the advice of Banter, and come off 
with unexpected ſucceſs—Strap's extaſy—Mrs Gawky waits upon 
me, profeſſes remorſe for her perfidy, and implores my affiſtance— 
I do myſelf a piece of juſtice by her means, and afterwards recon- 
cile her to her father. p. 353 


Caae, LI. I purchaſe new cloaths—reprimand Strutwell and 

Straddle—Banter propoſes another matrimonial ſcheme---I accept of 
his terms—ſet out for Bath in a ſtage-coach, with the young lady 
and her mother the behaviour of an officer and lawyer, our fellow- 
travellers deſcribed—a ſmart dialogue between my miſtreſs and the 
Captain, p. 393 
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Canary, LIV. Day- breaking, I have the pleaſure. of viewing the Pere 


fon of Miſs Snapper, whom I had not ſeen before—the ſoldier: is 
witty upon me—is offended, talks much off his valour—is repri- 
manded by a grave gentlewoman—we are alarmed with the cry of 
highwaymen—b get out of the coach, and ſtand on my own de- 
fence—they ride off without having attacked us—lI purſue them 
one of them is thrown from his horſe and taken—return to the 
coach—am complimented by Miſs Snapper—the captain's behaviour 
on this occaſion—the prude reproaches me in a ſoliloquy—l1 upbraid 
her in the ſame manner—the behaviour of Mrs Snapper at break- 
ſaſt diſobliges me—the lawyer is witty upon the officer, who ſthrea- 
tens him. | | : | 368 


Cuae. LV. I reſolve to ingratiate myſelf with the mother, and am 
favoured by accident—the preciſe lady finds her huſband, and quits 
the coach—the captain is diſappointed of his dinner—we arrive at 
Bath—lI accompany Miſs Snapper to the Long Room, where ſhe is 
attacked by Beau Naſh, and: turns the laugh againſt him—l make 
love to her, and receive a check—ſquire her to an aſſembly, where 
I am bleſſed with a fight of gy dear Narciſſa, which diſcompoſes me 
ſo much, that Miſs Snapper, obſerving my diſorder, is at pains to 
diſcover the cauſe—is piqued at the occaſion, and, in our way home, 
pays me a ſarcaſtic compliment—l am met by Miſs Williams, who 
is maid and confident of Narcifla—ſhe acquaints me with her lady's 
regard for me while under the diſguiſe of a fervant, and deſcribes 
the tranſports of Narcifſa on ſeeing me at the aſſembly, in the cha- 


racter of a gentleman—1 am ſurprifed with an account of her aunt's 


" 


marriage, and make an appointment to meet Mifs Williams next 
day. | | I» ” =P 9s 
Cuay. LVI. I become acquainted with Narciſſa's brother, who in- 
vites me to his houſe—where I am introduced to that adorable 
creature—after dinner the ſquire retires to take his nap— Freeman 
gueſſes the ſituation of my thoughts, withdraws likewiſe on pretence . 
of buſincſs—1 declare my paſſion for Narciſſa—am well received 
charmed with her converſationu—the 1 detains us to ſupper— 
1 elude his defign by a ſtratagem, and get home ſober. P- 384 


Cuar. LVII. Miſs Williams informs me of Nareiſſa's approbation of 
my flame—l appeaſe the ſquire, write to my miſtreſs, am bleſſed 
with an anſwer—beg leave of her brother to dance with her at a 
ball; obtain his conſent and hers—enjoy a private converſation with 
her—am perplexed with reflections have the honour of appearing 
her partner at a ball we are complimented by a certain nobleman 
he diſcovers ſome ſymptoms of paſſion for Narcifſa—l am ſtung 
with jealouſy—Narcifſa alarmed, retires -I obſerve Melinda in the 
company—the ſquire is 3 by her beauty. p. 393 


Cnae. LVIII. Tortured with jealouſy, I go home and abuſe Strap 
receive a meſſage from Narciffa, in conſequence of which I haſten 
to her apartment, where her endearing aſſurances baniſh all my 
doubts and apprehenſions—in my retreat diſcover ſomebody in the 
dark, whom ſuſpecting to be a ſpy, I reſolve to kill; but, do my 
great ſurpriſe, am convinced of his being no other than Strap— _ 
Melinda flanders me—1 become acquainted with Lord Quiverwit, 
who endeavours to ſound me with regard to Narciſſa—the ſquire is 


introduced to his Lordſhip, and grows cold towards mei learn 
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from my confident, that this nobleman profeſſes honourable love 
to my miſtreſs, who continues faithful to me, notwithſtanding the 
ſcandalous reports ſhe has heard to my prejudice I am mortified 
with an aſſurance that her whole fortune depends upon the pleaſure 
of her brother—Mr Freeman condoles me on the decline of my cha- 
racter, which I vindicate ſo much to his ſatisfaction, that he under- 


takes to combat fame in my behalf. P- 402 


Cuae. LIX. I receive an extraordinary meſſage at the door of the 
Long Room, which I however enter, and affront the ſquire, who 
threatens to take the law of me—rebuke Melinda for her malice— 
ſhe weeps with vexatiou—Lord Quiverwit is ſevere upon me-! re- 
tort his ſarcaſm—am received with the utmoſt tenderneſs by Nar- 
ciſſa, who deſires to hear the ſlory of my life—we vow eternal con- 

| ſtancy to one another—I retire—am awaked by a meſſenger, who 
brings a challenge from Quiverwit, whom I meet, engage, and 
vanquiſh, P- 407 
Cuae. LX. I am viſited by Freeman, with whom I appear in public, 
and - am careſſed—am ſent for by Lord Quiverwit, whole ꝓreſence I 


quit in a paſſion—Narciſla is carried off by her brother—l intend to 


purſue him, but am diſſuaded by my friend-—engage in play, and 
loſe all my money—lſet out for London—try my fortune at the ga- 
ming table without ſucceſs—receive a letter from Narciſſa - bilk my 
tailor, - ; Coy p- 413 
"Gray. LXI. I am arreſted—carried to the Marſhalſea—find my old 
acquaintance Beau Jackſon in that jail—he informs me of his adven- 
tures—Strap arrives, and with difficulty is comforted—Jackſon-in- 
troduces me to a poet—l admire his converſation and capacity—am 
deeply affected with my misfortune—Strap hires himſelf as a jour- 
neyman barber. | p- 420 


Cray. LXII. I read Melopoyn's tragedy, and 8 a vaſt opinion 
of his genius—he recounts his adventures. * P- 426 


Cnae. LXIII. The continuation and concluſion of Mr Melopoyn's 


ſtory, | p. 435 
 Cnay. LXIV. I am ſeized with a deep melancholy, and become a 
floven—am relieved by my uncle—he prevails upon me to engage 
with his owners, as ſurgeon of the ſhip which he commands—he 
makes me a confiderable — go nb Strap as his ſteward— 


I take my leave of my friends, and go on board—the ſhip arrives at 
the Downs, | | P- 448 


Cuar. LXV. I ſet out for Suſſex—conſult Mrs Sagely—atchieve an 
interview with Narciſſa—return to the ſhip—we get clear of the 


Channel—]I learn our deſtination—we are chaced by a large ſhip— 
the company are diſmayed, and encouraged by the captain's ſpeech— 


our purſuer happens to be an Engliſh man of war—we arrive at the 


coaſt of Guinea, purchaſe 400 negroes, ſail for Paraguay, get ſafe 
in the river of Plate, and ſell our cargo to great advantage. p. 455 
Cnae.\LXVI. I am invited to the villa of a Spaniſh Don, where we 
meet with an Engliſtr gentleman, and make a very intereſting diſ- 
covery—we leave Buenos Ayres, and arrive at Jamaica. p. 463 
Cuae, LXVII. I viſit my old friend Thomſon—we ſet ſail for Eu- 
rope, meet with an odd adventure—arrive in England—]I ride acroſs 
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the country from Portſmouth to Suſſex—converſe with Mrs Sagely, 
who informs me of Narcifla's being in London—in conſequence .of 
this intelligence, I proceed to Canterbury—meet with my old friend 
Morgan—arrive at London—viſit Narciſſa—introduce my father to 


 Her—he is charmed with her good ſenſe and beautry—we come to a 


determination of demanding her brother's conſent to our mar- 


# 


riage. p. 472 


nr. LXVIII. My father makes a preſent to Narciſſa—the letter is 
_ diſpatched to her brother—I appear among my acquaintance— 


Banter's behaviour—the ſquire refuſes his conſent—my uncle comes 
to town—approves of my choice—I am married—we meet the 


ſquire andhis lady at the play our acquaintance is courted, p. 482 


gar. LXIX. My father intends to reviſit the place of his nativity— 
we propoſe to accompany him—my uncle renews his will in my fa- 
vour, determining to go to ſea again we ſet out for Edinburgh 
purchaſe our paternal eſtate—proceed to it—halt at the town where 
I was educated—take up my bond to Crab—behaviour of Potion and 
his wife, and one of my female couſins—our reception at the eſtate 


Strap marries Miſs Williams, and is ſettled by my father to his 


own ſatisfaction I am more and more happy. p. 488 


* 


GENERAL CONTENTS. 


k 


VOLUME I. SnorT ACCOUNT of the AUTHOR. 


The ADVENTURES of Roderick RANDOM, 


7 


' VOLUME u. The ADVENTURES of PEREGRINE PICKLE, Part 1. 


3 


PLays and Nor us. 


Y 


VOLUME IV. The ADVENTURES of FERDINAND CopaT FaTROM, 


VOLUME V. The ADVENTURES of LAUNCELOT CREAVES. 


TRAVELS in FRANCE and ITALY, 
P; 


VOLUME VI. The EXPEDITION of Huatpuny CLINKER, 


VOLUME III. T ApvenTuREs of PEREGRINE PICKLE, Part II. 


—U— — —ꝗ—à—jͤ4 Z. — nn 


SHORT ACCOUNT of the AUTHOR. 


- ; 

OBIAS SMOLLETT was born at Dalquhurn, on 

the banks of the Leven, in Dumbartonſhire, in 

the year 1720. His father was the youngeſt ſon of Sir 
James Smollett of Bonhill ; his mother's name was Cun- 
ningham, the daughter of a reſpectable family in Ren- 
frewſhire, In the ſlight ſketch which follows, a minute 
detail is not to be expected; for, though it has been oh- 
ſerved of our author, that his life forms an exception 
to that gf the generality of literary men, from the va- 
ricty of adventures he underwent, and the different ſi- 
tuations of life which he experienced; yet, however true 
the obſervation may be, ſo little of theſe occurrences is 
now accurately known, that the only unerring mark of 
his progreſs through life is to be found in his writings. 

After the ordinary courſe of education, he was put ap= 
prentice to a ſurgeon in Glaſgow, and afterwards attend- 
ed the medical claſſes in Edinburgh. He then went to 
London, and his firſt outſet appears to have been as a ſur- 
geon's mate in the navy, in which capacity he ſerved at the 
liege of Carthagena but he continued only a ſhort time 
in this line, being diſguſted at the ſervice (a). It was 
here he acquired his knowledge of fea characters, which 
he has drawn in a manner ſo excellent, and at the ſame 
time ſo technically true, as to excite general admira- 
tion; and they have ſince continued the model for dra. 
matiſts and novel-writers to copy. 

About the year 1747, he preſented for performance 
at Drury- lane theatre a tragedy (written in his eighteenth 
year) called the Regicide, founded En the aſſaſſination 
of James I. of Scotland. On this oaſion he experien- 
ced the treatmen which young authors generally meet 
with from m agers and would-be patrons; after being 


(a) In his Roderick Random, he gives an account of the management 
of that ill- conducted expedition, which he cenſures in the warmeſt 
terms, and from circumſtances which fell under his own particular 
obſervation. He is ſuppoſed to have been the editor of“ A Compen 
dium of authentic Voyages, digeſted in a chronological ſeries,” 7 vol. 
Lamo. publiſhed in 1756; amongſt which is inſerted a ſhort narrative of 
the expedition to Carthagena, 5 741, written with great ſpirit, but - 

bounding with acrimony. 
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1 SHORT ACCOUNT or 


bnoyed up and flattered for a conſiderable time, his rg 
gedy was finally rejected. . The ſpirit of Smollett could 
ill brook ſuch ufage, and he reſented the injury by ſe- 


- 


vere retaliation in his future writings (6). 


(5 Lord Lyttleton and Mir Garrick were the principal objects of 
his reſentment; but on cool reflectioſ he ſeems to have regretted his 
warmth, and retracted, in handſome terms, the haſty effuſions of his dif. 
appointment. Deſirous, © of doing juſtice in a work of truth for 
wrongs done in a work of fiction” (to uſe his own expreſſion), in Lie 
ving a ſketch of the liberal arts in his Hiſtory of England, he remarked, 
„ the exhibitions of the ſtage were improved to the moſt exquiſite en- 
tertainment hy the talents and (management of Garrick, who greatly 
furpaſicd all his predeceſſors of this, and perhaps every other nation in 
bis genius for acting, in the ſweetneſs and variety of his tones, the irre- 
ſiſtible magic of his eye, the fire and vivacity of his action, the elegance 
of attitude, and the whole pathos of expreſſion. | 

Candidates for literary fame appeared even in the higher ſphere of 
fe, embelliſhed by the nervous ſenſe and extenſive erudition of a Corke, 
by the delicate taſte, the poliſhed muſe, and tender feelings of a Lyttle- 
ton.” 4 

Not ſatisfied with this public declaration of his ſentiments, he wrote in 
ill ironger terms to Mr Garrick ; | | 

« Dear SR, Chelfea, Jan. 27. 1762. 

this morning recerved your Winter's Tale, and am agreeably flats 
tered by this mark of your attention. What I have ſaid of Mr Garrick, 
in the Hiſtory of England, was, I psoteſt, the language of my heart. 1 
ſhall rejoice if he thinks I have done him barely juſtice. I am ſure the 
public will think I have done no more than juſtice, In giving a ſhort 
etch of the liberal arts, I could not, with any propriety, ſorbcar men- 
tioning a gentleman ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed by a genius that has no 
rival. Beſides, I thought it was a duty incumbent on me in particular 
to make a public atonement in a work of truth for wrongs done him in 
« work of fiction. | : 
Among the other inconveniencics ariſing from ill-health, I deeply 

regret my being diſabled from a perſonal cultivation of your good will, 
and the unſpeakable enjoyment I ſtould ſometimes derive from your pxi- 
vate converſation, as well as from the public exertion of your talents; 
but ſequeſtered as I am from the world of entertainment, the conſciouſ- 
neſs of tanding well in your opinion will ever afford fingular ſatisfac- 
tion to Dear Sir, | 

Your very humble ſervant, 

- T. SMOLLETT.” 

In the year 1757, his Comedy of the Repriſals, an aſter-piece of tws 
acts, was performed at Drury Lane theatre. He acknowledged himſelf 
© highly obliged for the friendly care Mr G. exerted in preparing it 
ſor the ſtage ; and ſtill more, for his acting the part of Luſignan, in 
Zara, for his benefit, on the ſixth, inſtead of the ninth night, to which 
he was only entitled by the cuſtom of the theatre,” Being informed at- 
tempts had been made to embroi] him on this occaſion with Mr G. he 
wrote to that gentleman. ; 

<3 3 A, 8 | 

t Underſtanding from Mr Derrick that ſome oſſicious people have 

circulated reports ii my name with a view to prejudice me in your opi- 


! 


I 


THE AUTHOR. i 
The Adventures of Roderick Random, a work which 
laid the foundation of his fame, appeared in 1748: The 
ſucceſs attending this novel encouraged him to proceed 
in the ſame line; and, in 1751, he publiſhed the Ad- 
ventures of Peregrine Pickle, in which the memoirs of 
a woman of quality (Lady Vane) excited much atten- 
tion. The Adventures of Ferdinand Count Fathom and 
Sir Launcelot Greaves followed, but with inferior ſuc- 
ceſs. In moſt of theſe performances, but particularly 
the firſt, our author has drawn many of his characters 
from real life, and the originals were in his own time 
known and pointed out; but, ſhort as the time is ſince 
their publication, his works at preſent derive no advan- 
tage from that ſource, and owe their celebrity to their 


intrinſic merit alone (c). | FT 

In 1756, he began the Critical Review, a work which 
he conducted with much ability, but with a degree of 
acrimony, in ſome inſtances, that involved him in a vas 
riety of diſputes: The moſt ſerious of theſe was with 
Admiral Knowles, who had publiſhed a pamphlet in de- 
fence of his conduct on the expedition to Rochfort (d). 


nion, I, in juſtice to myſelf, take the liberty to aſſure yon, that if any 
perſon accuſes me of having ſpoken diſreſpectfully of Mr Garrick, of ha- 
ving hinted that he ſolicited for my farce, or had intereſted views in 
bringing it upon the ſtage, he does me wrong, upon the word of a gentle- 
man. The imputation is altogether falfe and malicious. Excluſive of 
other conſiderations, I could not be ſuch an ideot to talk in that ſtrain 
when my own intereſt ſo immediately required a different ſort of con- 
duct. Perhaps the ſame inſidious methogs have been taken to inflame 
former animoſities, which, on my part, are forgotten and ſelf-condem- 
ned. I muſt own you have acted in this affair of the farce with that 
candour, openneſs, and cordiality, which even mortify my pride while 
they lay me under the moſt ſenſible obligation; and I ſhall not reſt ſa- 
tisfied until 1 have an opportunity to convince Mr Gartick that my gra- 
titude is at leaſt as warm as any other of my paſſions. Meanwhile I 
profeſs myſelf, Sir, | 
8 | Your moſt humble ſervant, 
T. SMOLLET'T."? 


c) It would be no very difficult matter, even now, to appropriate the 
different characters to the originals; but the taſk would be invidious. 
Squire Gawky, Strap, Crab, Potion, Morgan, in Roderick Random, the 
Doctor, Jolter, Pallet, in Peregrine Pickle, &c. were all well known at 
the time. He has alſo introduced his own character in Humphry Clin- 
ker as Mr Searle, and in the dedication to Count Fathom.— The lateſt 
editions of ſome of his works (which are followed in this collection) 
have undergone conſiderable alterations. 


(4) The Doctor, deſirous of compromiſing this unlucky diſpute in 


U 


8 iv SHORT ACCOUNT OF 

On this performance the Doctor was ſo particularly and 
ungnardedly ſevere, that the Admiral commenced a pro- 
ſecution againſt the printer, and ſentence was on the 
point of being pronounced, when the Doctor came for- 
ward, avowed himſelf the author of the criticiſm, and 
offered the Admiral any ſatisfaction he might require. 
The conſequence was, that a proſecution was imme- 
dĩately commenced againſt him, and he was fined 1001; 
and ſentenced to three months confinement in the 
King's Bench prilon(e). | . 


an amicable manner, applied to his friend Mr Wilkes, to interpoſe his 
good offices with his opponent, in the following letter: | 

« Dear Sin, | Chelſea, March 24. 1759. 
* Fcce iterum Criſpinus,=Your generoſity with reſpect to Johnſon * 
mall be the theme of our applauſe and thankſgiving. I ſhall be very 
roud to find myſelf comprehended in your league offenſive and defen- 
Ba; ney, I conſider mylſclf already as a contracting party, and have 
recourſe to the aſſiſtance of my allies. It is not, I believe, unknown to 
you, that Admiral Knowles has taken exception at a paragraph in the 
Critical Review of laſt May, and commenced a proſecution againſt the 
rinter. Now, whatever termination the trial inay have, we ſhall infal- 
ibly be expoſed to a conſiderable expence, and therefore I wiſh to ſee 
the proſecution quaſhed. Some gentlemen, who are my friends, have 
undertaken to find out, and talk with thoſe who are ſuppoicdto have ins 
; Huence with the ſaid Admiral: May I beg the favour of/you and your 
friends? The trial will come on in the beginning of May; and, if the 
affair cannot be compromiſed, we. intend to kick up a duſt, and dic hard. 
In a word, if that fooliſh Admiral has any regard to his own character, 

he will be quiet, rather than provoke further the reſentment of, | 
| 1 Dear Sir, &c. | | 
T. SMOLLETT,” 


Me Wilkes, at the interceſſion of Dr Smoliett, bat precuretl the liberty of 5 
Dr Johnſon's ſervant, who had been impreſſed. Rs | 
5 (e) This was not the only diſpute the Doctor was involved in. On 
the publication of the Roſciad, the author, conſidering himſelf and ſome 
of his friends very injuriouſly treated in the Review of that work, and 
imagining Dr Smollett the author of the offenſive article, retorted with t 
great ſpirit in his excellent poem entitled An Apology to the Critical 
eviewers. It appears, however, he was miſtaken in 15 ſuſpicion; for 
Dr Smollett hearing that Mr Colman had alſo accuſed him of having 
made an attack on his moral character in the Review, the Doctor ex- 
culpated himielf from the charge, in a letter to Mr G. | 
. Dran Sin, OY | Chelſea, April 5. 1761. 
„ J fee Mr Colman has taken offence at the article in the Critical 
Review which treats of the Roſciad, and I underſtand he ſuſpected me 
to be the author of that article, Had he aſked me the queſtion, I ſhould 
have freely told him I was not the author of the offenſive article, and 
readily contributed to any decent ſcheme which might have been pro- 
. for his ſatisfaction: But, as he has appealed to the public, I ſhall 
eave him and the real author to ſettle the mattcr between themſelves, 
and content myſelf with declaring to you, and that. upen my honour, 
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THE AU THOR; * 

Having been unſuccefsful, or perhaps too ſoon diſ- 
couraged in his attempts to eſtabliſh himſelf as a phyſi- 
cian( /), he relinquiſhed the practice altogether, and dedi- 
cated the whole of his time to literature. In this ſitua- 
tion, his genius and induſtry were equally conſpicuous. 
Beſides his Hiſtory of England (g), the merit of which is 
well known, he wrote and compiled a number of works 
for the bookſellers, to which his name does not appear. 
He alſo tranſlated Gil Blas, Don Quixote, &c. &c. 

When Lord Bute, in 1762, aſſumed the management 
of public affairs, Dr Smollett was one of the principal 
writers in defence of his meaſures. 'The vehicle he choſe 
for this purpoſe was a paper called The Briton. This 
was ſoon followed, on the other fide, by the famous 


that I did not write one word of the article upon the Roſciad; that I 
have no ill-will nor envy to Mr Colman, whom [I have always reſpected 
as a man of genius, and whoſe genius I ſhall always be ready and pleaſed 
to acknowledge either in private or public. I envy no man of merit, and I 
can ſafely ſay 1 do not even repine at the ſucceſs of thoſe who have no me- 
rit. I am old enough to have ſeen and obſerved that we are all play-things 
of fortune; and that it depends upon ſomething as inſignificant and pre- 
carious as the toſſing up of a halfpenny, whether a man riſes to affluence. 
and honours, or continues to his dying day ſtruggling with the difficul- 
ties and diſgraces of life. I defire to live quietly with all mankind, and 
if poſſible to be upon good terms with all thoſe who have diſtinguiſhed 
themſelves by their extraordinary merit. I muſt own, that, if I had exa- 
mined the article upon the Roſciad before it was ſent to the preſs, I 
ſhould have put my negative on ſome expreſſions in it, though I cannot 
ſee in it any reflection to the prejudice of Mr Colman's moral character; 
but I have been ſo hurried ſince my enlargement, that I had not time to 
write one article in the Critical Review, except that on Bower's Hiſtory, 
and perhaps I ſhall not write another theſe ſix months. That hurry and 
a bad ſtate of health have prevented me from returning in perſon the 
viſit you favoured me with in the King's Bench. I beg you will accept 
this letter in lien of it, and believe that no man reſpects Mr Garrick 
more than he is reſpected by his obliged humble ſervant, 
T. SMOLLETT.” 

Beſides theſe, many other diſputes aroſe with different writers who 
conſidered themſelves injured by the ſeverity of the Doctor's criticiſms ;. 
indeed it may be affirmed that ſeldom a month paſſed without a com- 
plaint on that head, and thoſe not often couched: in the moſt decent 
terms. 

(J) It has been ſaid that the Doctor's not ſucceeding as a phyſician. 
was owing to his failing to make himſelf agrecable to the women ; but his 
figure and addreſs, both of which were excellent, renders this highly im- 
probable. It is more likely that his irritable and impatient temper, and 
want of ſuppleneſs, were the real cauſes of his failure. 

(g) The ſale of this work was very extenſive, and the Doctor is ſaid. 
to have cleared 2000l. by it, and the Continuation, V 
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North Briton (written by Mr Wilkes), which complete- 
ly defeated its opponent, and the acrimony of theſe pa- 
pers is ſaid to have diſſolved a, friendſhip which had 
long ſubliſted between their reſpective authors (5)0.— 
When Lord Bute reſigned, the writers who eſpouſed his 
cauſe are ſaid to have been totally neglected. Our au- 
thor, though, it would ſeem, born to meet with diſap- 
pointments, poſſeſſed a temper by no means calculated 
to bear them. Neglect and ingratitude made a deep im- 
preſſion on his mind; (i) and this, united to a ſedentary 
life, and aſſiduous application to ſtudy, having impaired 
his health, he, with a view to re-eſtabliſh it, went abroad 
in the ſummer of 1763, and continued in France and 
Italy for about two years. In 1766, he publiſhed an ac- 
count of his travels, written, as he acknowledges him- 
ſelf, to beguile the preſſure of diſtemper and diſquiet (C). 

| (5) Two months before the firſt number of. the Briton appeared, Dr 
Smollett wrote the following letter to Mr Wilkes : ES, 

(0 Dear SIR, 3 | ; Goelſea, March 28. 1762. 
My warmeſt regard, aſſection, and attachment, you have long ago 
ſecured. My ſecrecy you may depend upon S. - When I preſume to 
differ from you in any point of opinion, I ſhall always do it with diffi- 
dence and deference. I have been ill theſe three months, but hope ſoon 
to be in a condition to pay my reſpe&s to Mr Wilkes in perſon. Mean 
while, I muſt beg leave to trouble him with another packet, which he 
will be ſo good as to conſecrate at his leiſure. That he may continue to 
enjoy his happy flow of ſpirits, and proceed bens 6 life with a flowing 
fail of proſperity and reputation, is the wiſh and the hope, and the con- 
ſident expectation of e 1 10 

55 n His much obliged humble ſervant, 
V T. SMOLLETT." 
9 Relative to My Wilkes s obſervations on the Spaniſh papers. | 
(i) The Doctor has ſatirized all his political enemies in the Adven- 
tures of an Atom—a work abounding with wit, and which was origi- 
nally intended for this collection but the ſatire is now ſo little under- 
ſtood (without which it could not poſſibly be reliſhed), that the editor 
was adviſed to omit it,—It properly belongs to his political works. 
(%) To this melancholy and cynical turn of his 'Travels Mr Sterne is 
ſuppoſed to allude, in the following paſſage of his Sentimental Journey, 
vol. I. p. 86. The learned Smelfungus trayelled from Bologne to Pa- 
ris—from Paris to Rome—and ſo on—but he ſet out with ſpleen and 
jaundice, and every object he paſled by was diſcoloured and diſtorted 
He wrote an account of them, but it was nothing but the account of his 
miſerable feelings. — I met Smelfungus in the grand portico of the Pan- 
theon—he was juſt coming out of” it— It is nothing but a huge cock- 
pit, ſaid he. I wiſh you had ſaid nothing worſe of the Venus of Me- 
cicis, replied I for in paſſing through Florence I had heard he had 
fallen foul upon the goddeſs, and uſed her worſe than a common ſtrum- 
pet, without the leaſt provocation in nature.] popped upon Smelfungus 


Eg. 


THE AUTHOR. © * 
Making allowance for this circumſtance, which is in- 
_ deed too apparent, his letters abound with much uſeful. 
information; and bear the marks of a liberal, manly, 
and comprehenſive min cg. 
When the Doctof returned to Britain, his health be- 
ing ſtill in a declining ſtate, he paid a viſit to Scotland, his 
native country, where he reſided a ſhort time. Soon 
after he publiſhed his Expedition of Humphry Clinker, 
a work, which, in the opinion of many, is ſuperior to 
all his other performances. It has all the ſpirit and vi- 
gour of his former works, and is.evidently the produc- 
tion of a mind enriched and mellowed by experience; 
and ſoftened, but not ſoured, by misfortune. _ 
With a view once more to try the effects of a milder 
climate, he returned to Italy, where he died, — Octo- 
be a RE. bo 
Of the domeſtic life of our author, the little that is 
accurately known does not preſent us with a picture of 
happineſs. He married a lady from Jamaica, by 
whom he had a daughter that he tenderly loved. The 
death of this daughter, which happened a ſhort time 
before he went abroad, made an impreſſion on his mind 
which he never perfectly recovered; | 
To add to the regret which every adinirer of Smol- 
lett's character and genius muſt feel at the untoward 
circumſtanees which attended him through life, his wi- 
dow was left friendleſs in a foreign country. To relieve 
her from ſome temporary diſtreſs, a play was performed 
at Edinburgh, in May 1784 (J), for her benefit, and 
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again at Turin, in his return home, and a ſad tale of ſorrowful adven- 
tures had he to tell, wherein he ſpoke of moving accidents by flood and 
field, and of the cannibals which each other eat: The Anthropophagi— 
He had been flayed alive, and bedeviled, and worſe uſed than St Bartho- 
fomew, at every ſtage he had come at.— I'll tell it, cried Smelfungus, 
to the world. You had better tell it,” faid I, to your phyſician.” 
{/) On this occaſion the following prologue was ſpoken, ſaid to be 


written by Profeſſor Richardſon of Glaſgow. \ 


THO! letter'd Rome, and poliſh'd Greece, could boaſt 
The ſplendid table, and the courteous hoſt, 

"The rites to ſtrangers due though poets ſing 

'This mighty warrior, or that powerful king, 

The wand'rer's fricnd—yet ſtill, whate'er is told 

By modern poets, or by bards of old, 

Js rivall'd hefe: For here, with joy, we ſes 

The heæart- felt bliſs of heavenly Charity ! 


viii | SHORT ACCOUNT OF 
the money remitted to Italy, where, it is believed, ſhe 
ſtill reſides. 7 


See her, with rapture, ſpread her willing hands, 

And throw her bleſſings into foreign lands; 

Dry up the tear ſhe never ſaw to flow, 

And eager catch the diſtant figh of woe. 

In vain ſeas ſwell, and mountains riſe in vaiti— 

A widow's groans are heard acroſs the main ; 

—A widow now /— Alas! how chang'd the day! 
Once the Naxrcissa (I) of your poet's lay, 

Now, fatal change ! (of every bliſs bereft, 

Nor child, nor friend, nor kind protector left), 

Spreads on a diſtant ſhore her ſcanty board, 

And humbly takes what ſtrangers can afford. 

Vet link d to you by every tender tie, 8 

To you ſhe lifts the long dejected eye, x 
And thus ſhe ſpeaks—* Who dar'd, with manly rage, 
To laſh the vices of an e age? (2) 

« Who dar'd to ſeize the bold hiſtoric pen, 
«Paint living kings, and miniſters, as men? (3) 

&* Who ſung fad ScoT1A4's hapleſs ſons forlorn, | 

« Her broken peace, her freſheſt laurels torn ? (4) 

& Or who, on oaten reed, by Lxvxx's ſide, 8 

« Sung the fair ſtream, and haiPd the dimpling tide? (5) 
« Or who ?—ſay ye, for ſuch, Pm ſure, are here, 
4 Whoſe honeſt boſoms never yet knew fear;  _ 

% Sons of the North, who ſtem Corruption's tide, (6) 
« Your country's honour, and your nation's pride 

* Lords of the lion heart and eagle eye, a 

* Who heed no ſtorm that howls along the ſæy— 
Say ye—whoſe lyre, to manly numbers ſtrung, 

« 'The glorious bliſs of Independence ſung ? (7) 
„Who felt that power, and ſtill ador'd his ſhrine ?— 
„ It was your SMOLLE'rT ! Oh! he once was mine! 
Tears ſtopp'd her utt'rance, elſe ſhe would have' ſaid, 
Like him be bold, in virtue undiſmay'd ; = 
&* Let independence all your actions guide, 

' « Your ſureft patron, and your nobleſt pride.“ 
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85 Her fiftitious name in Roderick Random. 
(2) © Advice and Reproof, a ſatire, by Smollett. 
(3) The Hiftory of England, brought down to his ozon time. | 
(4) His Ode 1746, beginning, * Mourn, hapleſs Caledonia, mourn.” 
(5) His Ode to Leven Weater. | 
(6) Alluding to the oppoſition given by the northern counties to the corruption of 
itious votes. 


(7) Smollett's Ode to Independence, 


THE AUTHOR. | ix 
The character of Dr Smollett cannot be more accu- 


rately delineated, nor more elegantly expreſſed, than in 
the following inſcriptions: | 


Eritapn, on the Monument erefied to the Memory of 
Dx SMOLLETT, near Leghorn. Written by Dr Armſtrong. 


Hie oſſa conduntur 
TO BIK SMOLLETT, Scoti; 
Qui, proſapia generoſa et antiqua natus, 
Priſcæ virtutis exemplar emicuit; 
Aſpectu ingenuo, 
Corpore valido, 
Pectore animoſo, 
Indole apprime benigna, 
Et fere ſupra facultates munifica, 
Inſignis. 
Ingenio feraci, faceto, verſatili, a 
4 Omnigenæ fere doctrinæ mire capaci, 
Varia fabularum dulcedine 
Vitam moreſque. hominum, 
Ubertate ſumma ludens, depinxit. 
f Adverſo, interim, nefas! tali tantoque alumno, 
Niſi quo ſatyræ opipare ſupplebat, 
Seculo impio, ignavo, fatuo, 5 
no muſz vix niſi nothz 
ecænatulis Britannicis 
{ | Fovebantur. 
In memoriam 
Optimi et amabilis omnino viri, 
Permultis amicis deſiderati, 
Hocce marmor, 
Dilectiſſima ſimul et amantiſſima conjut, 
3 
* Sacravit. 


Tranſlation of the Epitaph on Ds Suoz23 17. 
Hege 
Reſt _ remains | ? 


| TOBIAS SMOLLETT;, 
A. North Briton, 
| Who, ſprung 
From an ancient and reſpeQable family, 
Shone forth an example 
Of the virtues of former times. 
Of an ingenuous countenance, 
And manly make, 
With a breaſt animated by the juſteſt ſpirit; 
= He was eminently diſtinguiſhed 
For great benevolence of temper, 
And a generoſity even above his fortune. 
| His wit had every character 
Of fertile inventiveneſs, 


* 
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| Ot true pleaſan „ 
Of flexibility to every ſubject, : 
From his aptneſs and wonderful capacity 
For every kind of learning. 
'The exerciſe of theſe talents 
Produced a variety of pleaſing fictions, 
In whic | 
With great exuberance of fancy 
| and true humour 
. He laughed at and deſcribed | 5 
3 The lives and manners of men, : 
; While 
(Shameful to relate!) 
This genius 
This honour to his country 
| Met with nothing | 
In theſe abandoned, worthleſs, inſipid times 
But what was unfavourable to him, 
Except indeed | 
Their abundance of ſupply to his pen 
Of matter of ſatire; 
Times! 
In which 8 
* Hardly any literary merit 
But ſuch as was in the moſt falſe or futile taſte 
Received encouragement - 
From the paltry mock Mecænaſes of Britain 
In honour to the memory 
Of this moſt worthy and amiable 
Member of ſociety, 
Sincerely regretted by many friends, 
This monument 
Was by his much beloved and affectionate wife 
Dutifully and deſervedly 
Conſecrated. 


Ivsc Ti on the Pillar lately. eredbed to the Memory of 


Dr T 08148 SMOLILET T, on the Banks of the LErk v. 
Siſte viator ! 
Si lepores ingeniique venam benignam, 
Si morum callidiſſimum pictorem, 
15 Unquam es miratus, 
Immorare paululum memoriz 
TOBIA SMOLLETT, M. D. 
Viri virtutibus hiſce 
Quas .in homine et civi 
Et laudes et imiteris, 
Haud mediocriter ornati 2 
Qui in literis variis verſatus, 
Poſtquam felicitate ſibi propria 
Seſe poſteris commendaverat, 
Morte acerba raptus 
Anno ætatis 51, 
Fheu! quam procul a patria! 


THE AUTHOR. 


Prope Liburni portum in Italia, 
Jacet ſepultus. 
Tali tantoque viro, patrueli ſuo, 
Cui in decurſu Lampada 
Se potius tradidiſſe decuit, 
Hanc Columnam, 
Amoris, eheu! inane monumentum, 
I n ipſis Leviniæ ripis, n 
Quas verſiculis ſub exitu vitæ illuſtratas, 
Primis infans vagitibus perſonuit, 
Ponendam curavit 
JAcozus SMOLLETT de Bonhill, 
'Abi et reminiſcere, 
Hoc quidem honore, 

. Non modo defuncti memoriz, _ 
Verum etiam exemplo, proſpectum eſſe; 
Aliis enim, ſi modo digni ſint, 
Idem erit vittutis præmium! 


Tranſlation of the Inſcription on Dr SuotE T7. 


Stay, traveller ! 
If elegance of taſte and wit, * 
If fertility of genius, n ; 
And an unrivalled talent 
In delineating the characters of mankind, 
Have ever attracted thy admiration, - 
Pauſe awhile 
On the memory of TOBIAS SMOLLETT, M. D, 
One more than commonly indued with thoſe virtues 
Which in a man and a citizen 
You would 2 or imitate. 


Having ſecured the applauſe 
Of poſterity, 
By a variety of literary abilities, 
And a peculiar felicity of compoſition, 


Was 
By a rapid and cruel diſtemper, 
Statched from this world in the 51ſt year of his age, 
Far, alas! from his country, 
He lies interred near Leghorn, in Italy. 
In dane of his many and great virtueg 
I his empty monument, 
The only pledge, alas! of his affection, 
1s erected 
On the Banks of the Leven, 
The ſcene of his birth and of his lateſt poetry, 
| By JaMEs SMOLLETT of Bonhill, 
His couſin ; 
Who ſhould rather have expected this laſt tribute * him. 
Go, and remember 


This honour was not given alone to the memory of this 4 decraſed, 


But for the encouragement of others : 
Deſer ve like him, and be alike rewarded. 
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FN arranging the following week, the Printer has 
been partly guided by the order of time in which they were 
publiſhed ; and partly by the conveniency ariſing from a 
diene being completed in one volume, 
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CHA p TER I. 
Of my birth and parentage. 

WAS born in the northern part of this united king» 
dom, in the houſe of my grandfather, a gentleman 
of conſiderable fortune and influence, who had, on 

many occaſions, ſignaliſed himſelf in behalf of his coun- 
try; and was remarkable for his abilities in the law, 
which he exerciſed with great ſucceſs, in the ſtation of a 
Judge, particularly againſt beggars, for whom he had a 
ſingular averſion. 
Mr father, his youngeſt ſon, falling in love —_ a poor 
relation, who lived with the old gentleman in quality 
of houſe-keeper, eſpouſed her privately z and I was the 
firſt fruit of that marriage. During her pregnancy, a 
dream diſcompoſed my mother ſo much, that her 
huſband, tired with her importunity, at laſt confulted 
a highland ſeer, whoſe favourable interpretation he 
would have ſecured before-hand by a bribe, but found 
him incorruptible. She dreamed ce was delivered of 
a tennis-ball, which the devil (who, to her great ſur- 
priſe, acted the part of midwite) {truck ſo forcibly 
with a racket, that it diſappeared in an inſtant; and 
ſhe was for ſome time inconſolable for the loſs of her 
off-ſpring; when all of a ſudden, ſhe beheld it return 
with equal violence, and enter the earth beneath her 
feet, whence immediately {prung up a goodly tree co- 
vered with bloſſoms, the ſcent of which operated ſo 
ſtrongly on her nerves, that ſhe awoke. The attentive 
ſage, after ſome deliberation, aſſured my parents, that 
their firſt-born would be a great traveller; that he would 
Vet 5 B 
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undergo many dangers and difficulties, and at laſt return 
to his native land, where he would flourith in happi- 
neſs and reputation. How truly this was foretold, will ap- 
pear in the ſequel. It was not long before ſome officious 

ſon informed my grandfather of certain familiarities 
that paſſed between his ſon and houſe-keeper, which 
alarmed him ſo much, that, a few days after, he told 
my father it was high time for him to think of ſettling ; 
and that he had provided a match for him, to which he 
could in juſtice have no objections. My father, finding 
it would be impoſlible tecconceal his ſituation much 
longer, frankly owned what head done, and excuſed 
himſelf for not having aſked the conſent of his father, 
by ſaying, he knew it would have been to no purpoſe; and 
that, had his inclination been known, my grandfather 
might have taken ſuch meaſures as would have effectually 
put the gratification of it out of his power: He added, 
that no exceptions could be taken to his wife's virtue, 
birth, beauty, and good fenſe, and as for fortunc, it 
was beneath his care. 'The old gentleman, who kept 
all his paſſions (except one) in excellent order, heard 
him to an end with great temper; and then calmly 
aſked, how he propoſed to maintain himſelf and ſpouſe ? 
He replied, he could be in no danger of wanting, 
while his father's tenderneſs remained, which he and 
his wife ſhould always cultivate with the utmoſt vene- 


ration; that he was perſuaded his allowance would be 


ſuitable to the dignity and circumſtances of his family, 
and to the proviſion already made for his brothers and 
ſiſters, who were happily ſettled under his protection. 
« Your brothers and fiſters (ſaid my grandfather) did not 
think it beneath them to conſult me in an affair of ſuck 
importance as matrimony ; neither (I ſuppoſe) would 
you have omitted that piece of duty, had not you ſome 
ſecret fund in reſerve, to the comforts of which J leave 
you, with a deſire that you will this night ſeek out 
another habitation for yourſelf and wife, whither, in a 
ſhort time, I will ſend you an account of the expence I 
have been at in your education, with a view of being 
reimburſed. Sir, you have made the grand tour—you 
are a polite gentleman—a very pretty gentleman—l wiſh 
vou a great deal of joy, and am your very humble ſer- 
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vant.“ So ſaying, he left my father in a ſituation eafily 
imagined. However, he did not long heſitate for, 
being perfectly well acquainted with his father' s diſ- 
poſition, he did not doubt that he was glad of this pre- 
tence to get rid of him; and his reſolves being in- 
variable as the laws of the Medes and Perſians, he 
knew it would be to no purpoſe to attempt him by pray- 
ers and intreaties; ſo, without any farther application, he 
betook himſelf, with his diſconſolate bedfellow, to a farm- 
houſe, where an old ſervant of his mother dwelt ; there 
they remained for ſome time in a ſituation but ill adapted 
to the elegance of their deſires and tenderneſs of their 
love; which nevertheleſs my father choſe to endure, ra- 
ther than ſupplicate an unnatural and inflexible parent: 
But my mother, foreſeeing the inconveniences to which 
ſhe muſt have been expoſed, had ſhe been delivered in 
this place (and her pregnancy was very far advanced) with- 
out communicating her deſign to her huſband, went in 
diſguiſe to the houle of my grandfather, hoping that her 
tears and condition would move him to compaſſion, and 
reconcile him to an event which was now irrevocably paſt. 
She found means to deceive the ſervants, and was intro- 
duced as an unfortunate lady, who wanted to complain of 
ſome matrimonial grievances, it being. my grandfather's 
particular province to decide in all caſes of ſcandal. She 
was accordingly admitted into his preſence, where diſ- 
covering herſelf, ſhe fell at his feet, and, in the molt af- 
fecting manner, implored his forgiveneſs; at the ſame 
time, repreſenting the danger that threatened not only 
her life, but that of his own grandchild, which was. 
about to ſee the light. He told her, he was ſorry that 
the indiſcretion of her and his ſon had compelled him to 
make a vow, which put it out of his power to give them 
any aſſiſtance : 'That he had already imparted his thoughts 
on that ſubject to her huſband, and was ſurpriſed that 
they ſhould diſturb his peace with any further importu- 
nity. This ſaid, he retired. The violence of my mo- 
ther's affliction had ſuch an effect on her conſtitution, 
that ſhe was immediately ſeized with the pains of child- 
bed; and had not an old maid-ſervant, to whom ſhe was 

very dear, afforded her pity and afliftance, at the hazard 
of incurring my i s diſpleaſure, ſhe and the 
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innocent fruit of her womb muſt have fallen miſerable 
victims to his rigour and inhumanity. By the friendſhip 
of this poor woman, ſhe was carrried up to a garret, and 
immediately delivered of a man-child, the ftory of whoſe 
unfortunate birth he himſelf now relates. My father 
being informed of what had happened, flew to the em- 


braces of his darling ſpouſe, and, while he loaded his off- 


ſpring with paternal careſſes, could not forbear ſhedding 
a flood of tears, -on beholding the dear partner of his 
heart (for whoſe eaſe he would have ſacrificed the trea- 
ſures of the eaſt) ſtretched upon a flock-bed in a miſe- 
rable apartment, unable to protect her from the incle- 


mencies of the weather. It is not to be ſuppoſed that 


the old gentleman was ignorant of what paſſed, though 
he affected to know nothing of the matter, and pretended 
to be very much ſurpriſed, when one of his grandchild- 
ren, by his eldeſt ſon deceaſed, who lived with him as 
his heir apparent, acquainted him with the affair; he 
determined therefore to obſerve no medium, but im- 
mediately (on the third day after her delivery) ſent her 
a peremptory order to be gone, and turned aff the ſer- 
vant who had preſerved her life. This behaviour ſa 
exaſperated my father, that he had recourſe to the moſt 
dreadful imprecations, and on his bare knees implored 
that heaven would renounce him if ever he ſhould forget 
or forgive the barbarity of his fire, The injuries which this 
unhappy mother received from her removal in ſuch cir- 
cumſtances, and the want of neceſſaries where the lodged, 
together with her grief and anxiety of mind, ſoon threw 
her into a languiſhing diſorder, which put an end to her 
life. My father, who loved her tenderly, was ſo af- 
fected with her death, that he remained fx weeks de- 


prived of his ſenſes; during which time, the people 


where he lodged carried the infant to the old man, who 
relented ſo far, on hearing the melancholy ſtory of his 
daughter-in-law's death, and the deplorable condition of 
his ſon, as to ſend the child to nurſe, and he ordered my 


father to be carried home to his houſe, where he ſoon 


recovered the uſe of his reaſon. Whether this hard- 
hearted judge felt any remorſe for his cruel treatment 
of his ſon and daughter, or (which is more probable) 
was afraid his character would ſuffer in the neighbours 
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hood, he profeſſed great ſorrow for his conduct to my 
father, whoſe delirium was ſucceeded by a profound me- 
lancholy and reſerve. At length he diſappeared, and, 
. notwithſtanding all imaginable enquiry, could not be 
heard of, a circumſtance which confirmed molt people 
in the opinion of his having made away with himſelf in a 
fit of deſpair. How I underſtood the particulars of my 
birth will appear in the courſe of theſe memoirs, 
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CHAPTER IL 


I grow up—am hated by my relations—fent ta fchoot— 
agel by my grandfather— maltræated by my maſter 
—ſeaſoned to advenſit 9 form cabal againſt the pedant 
—am debarred ak to my grand father Hunted by his 
heir] demoliſh the teeth of his tutor. 


1 were not wanting ſeme who ſuſpected my 
1 uncles of being concerned in my father's fate, on 
the ſuppoſition that they would all thare in the patrimony 
deſtined for him; and this conjecture was ſtrengthened 
by reflecting, that, in all his calamities, they never diſ- 
covered the leaſt inclination to ſerve him ; but, on the 
contrary, by all the artifices in their power, fed his fa- 
ther's reſentment, and ſupported his reſolution of leaving 
him to miſery and want. But people of judgment treat- 
ed this inſinuation as an idle chimera z becauſe, had my 
relations been ſo wicked as to conſult their intereſt by 
committing ſuch an atrocious crime, the fate of my ta- 
ther would have extended to me too, whole life was an- 
other obſtacle to their expectation. Mean while, I grew- 
apace, and as I ſtrongly reſembled my father, who was 
the darling of the tenants, I wanted nothing which their 
indigent circumſtances could afford: But their favour 
was a weak reſource againſt the jealous enmity of my 
couſins ; who, the more my infancy promiſed, conceived 
the more implacable hatred againſt me; and, before I 
was ſix years of age, had ſo effectually blockaded my 
grandfather, that I never ſaw him but by ſtealth 3 when 
1 fometimes made up to his chair as he fat to view his 
labourers in the field: On which occaſions, he would 
ſtroke my head, bid me be a good boy, and promiſe 
to take care of ine, I was ſoon after ſent to ſchool 
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at a village hard by, of which he had been dictator time 
out of mind; but as he neither paid for my board, nor 


ſupplied me with cloaths, books, and other neceſſaries I 
required, my condition was very ragged and contemptible, 


and the {choolmaſter, who, through fear of my grand- 
father, taught me gratis, gave himſelf no concern about 


the progreſs I made under his inſtruction. In ſpite of 


all theſe difficulties and diſgraces, I became a good pro- 


ficient in the Latin tongue; and as ſoon as I could write 
tolerably, peſtered my grandfather with letters to ſuch a ' 
degree, that he ſent for my args. and chid him ſevere- 
ly for beſtowing ſuch pains on 

that if ever I ſhould be brought to the gallows for forgery, 
which he had taught me to commit, my blood would 
lie on his head. The pedant, who dreaded nothing 


more than the diſpleaſure of his patron, aſſured His 


Honour that the boy's ability was more owing to his own -- 
genius and application, than to any inſtruction. or en- 


couragement he received; that, although he could not 


diveſt him of the knowledge he had already imbibed, 
unleſs he would impower him to diſable his fingers, he 


improvement. And indeed, he punctually performed 


what he had undertaken ; for, on pretence that I had 
writ impertinent letters to my grandfather, he cauſed 
a board to be made with five holes in it, through which 


he thruſt the fingers and thumb of my right-hand, and 


faſtened it by whip-cord to my wriſt, in ſuch a manner 


as effectually debarred me the uſe of my pen. But 
this reſtraint J was freed from in a few days by an ac- 
cident which happened in a quarrel between me and an- 
other boy, who, taking upon him to inſult my poverty, 
I was ſo incenſed at his ungenerous reproach, that, with 
one ſtroke of my machine, I cut him to the ſkull, to the 
great terror of myſelf and ſchool-fellows, who left him 
bleeding on the ground, and ran to inform the maſter 
of what had happened. I was ſo ſeverely puniſhed for this 
treſpaſs, that, were I to live to the age of Methuſalem, 
the impreſſion it made on me would not be effaced ; no 
more than the antipathy and horror I conceived for the 
mercileſs tyrant who inflicted it. The contempt Which 
my appearance naturally produced in all who ſaw me, tho 


y education, telling him, 


7 


ſhould endeavour, with God's help, to prevent his future 
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ROD ERICK RANDOM. 3 
continual wants to which I was expoſed, and my own 
haughty diſpoſition, impatient of affronts, involved me in 
a thouſand troubleſome adventures, by which I was at 
length inured to adverſity, and emboldened to underta- 
kings far above my years. I was often inhumanly ſeour- 
ged for crimes I did not commit, becauſe, having the 
character of a vagabond in the village, every piece of 
miſchief, whoſe author lay unknown, was charged upon 
me. I have been found guilty of robbing orchards I never 
entered, of killing cats I never hurted, of ſtealing ginger- 
bread I never touched, and of abuſing old women I never 
ſaw. Nay, a ſtammering carpenter had eloquence e- 
nough to perſuade my maſter, that I fired a piſtol loaded 
with ſmall ſhot into his window; though my landlady 
and the whole family bore witneſs, that I was a-bed faſt 
aſleep at the time when this outrage was committed. 
I vas once flogged for having narrowly eſcaped drowning, 
by the ſinking of a ferry-boat in which I was paſſenger; 
another time for having recovered of a bruiſe occa- 
ſioned by a horſe and cart running over me; a third 
time for being bit by a baker's dog. In ſhort, whether 
I was guilty or unfortunate, the correction and ſympathy 
of this arbitrary pedagogue were the ſame. Far from 
being ſubdued by this infernal uſage, my indignation 
triumphed over that {laviſh awe which had hitherto en- 
forced my obedience; and the more my years and know- 
ledge increaſed, the more I perceived the injuſtice and 
barbarity of his behaviour. By the help of an uncommon 
genius, and the advice and direction of our uſher, who 
had ſerved my father in his travels, I made a ſurpriſing 
progreſs in the claſſics, writing, and arithmetic z ſo 
that, before I was twelve years old, I was allowed by every 
body to be the beſt ſcholar in the ſchool. This qualifi- 
cation, together with a boldneſs of temper, and ſtrength 
of make, which had ſubjected almoſt all my contempo- 
raries, gave me ſuch influence over them, that I began 
to form cabals againſt my perſecutor; and was in hopes 
of being able to bid him defiance in a very ſhort time. 
Being at the head of a faction conſiſting of thirty boys, 
moſt of them of my own age, I was determined to put 
their metal to trial, that I might know how far they 
were to be depended, upon, before I put my grand ſcheme 
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in execution: With this view we attacked a body of ſtout 
apprentices, who had taken poſſeſſion of a part of the 
ground allotted to us for the ſcene of our diverſions, and 
who were then playing at nine-pins on the ſpot : but J 
Had the mortification to ſee my adherents routed in an 
inſtant, and a leg of one of them broke in his flight by 
the bowl, which one of our adverfaries had detached in 
purſuit of us. This diſcomfiture did not hinder us from 
engaging them afterwards in frequent ſkirmiſhes, which 
we maintained by throwing ſtones at a diſtance, wherein 
I received many wounds, the ſcars of which ſtill remain. 
Our enemies were ſo haraſſed and interrupted by theſe 
alarms, that they at laſt abandoned their conqueſt, and 


Teft us to the peaceable enjoyment of our own territories. 


It would be endleſs to enumerate the exploits we per- 
formed in the courſe of this confederacy, which became 
the terror of the whole village; inſomuch, that when 
different intereſts divided it, one of the parties commonly 
courted the affiſtance of Roderick Random (by which 
name T was known) to caſt the balance, and keep the op- 
poſite faction in awe. Meanwhile, I took the advantage 
of every play-day to preſent myſelf before my grandfa- 
ther, to whom I ſeldom found acceſs, by reaſon of his 
being cloſely beſieged by a numerous family of his 
female grandchildren, who, though they perpetually quar- 
relled among themſelves, never failed to join againſt me, 
as the common enemy of all. His heir, who was about 
the age of eighteen, minded nothing bat fox-hunting, 
and indeed was qualified for nothing elſe, notwithſtand- 
ing his grandfather's indulgence, in entertaining a tutor 
for him at home, who at the ſame time performed the 
office of pariſh clerk. This young Acteon, who inherit- 
ed his grandfather's antipathy to every thing in diſtreſs, 


never ſet eyes on me, without uncoupling his beagles, 


and hunting me into ſome cottage or other, whither 1 
generally fled for ſhelter. In this Chriſtian amuſement, 
he was encouraged by his preceptor, whd, no doubt, took 
ſuch opportunities to ingratiate himſelf with the riſing 


ſun, obſerving that the old gentleman, according to the 


courſe of nature, had not long to live, for he was already 
on the verge of fourſcore. The behaviour of this raſcally 
ſycophant incenſed me ſo much, that one day, when. I 


N 
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was beleagured by him and bis hounds in a farmer's houſe, 
where I had found protection, I took aim at him (being 
an excellent markſman) with a large pebble, which ſtruck 
out four of his foreteeth, and * incapacitated him 
for er the a of a cha 


4 eee 


CHAPTER III. 


My motber's brother arrives—relieves me—a deſcription of 
 him—he goes along with me to the houſe of my grandfather | 


is encountered by his dogs —defeats them after a bloody 
engagement—is admitted to the old gentleman—a dialogue 
\betzveen them. 


BOUT this time, my mother's only brother, who 

had been long abroad, lieutenant-of a man of war, 
arrived in his own country; where, being informed of 
my condition, he came to ſee me, and, out of his {lender 
finances, not only ſupplied me with what neceffaries I 
wanted for the preſent, but reſolved not to leave the 
country until he had prevailed on my grandfather to 
ſettle ſomething handſome on me for the future. This was 
a tafk to which he was by no means equal, being entirely 
ignorant not only of the judge's diſpoſition, but alſo 
unacquainted with the ways of men in general, to which 


his education of board had kept him an utter ſtranger. 


He was a ſtrong built man, ſomewhat bandy-legged, with 
a neck like that of a bull, and a face which (you might 
eaſily perceive) had withſtood the moſt obſtinate aſſaults of 
the weather. His dreſs conſiſted of a ſoldier's coat al- 


tered for him by the ſhip's taylor, a ſtriped flannel jacket, 


a pair of red breeches, japanned with pitch, clean grey 
worſted ſtockings, large {ilver buckles that covered three 
fourths of his ſhoes, a ſilverlaced hat whoſe crown over- 
looked the brims about an inch and a half, a black bob 
wig in. buckle, a check ſhirt, a filk handkerchief, an 
hanger with a braſs handle girded to his thigh by a tar- 
nithed laced belt, and a good oak plant under fs arm. 
Thus equipped, he ſet out with me (who by his bounty 
made a very decent appearance), for my grandfather's 
houſe, where we were faluted by Jowler and Cæſar, 
whom my couſin, young maſter, had let looſe at our ap- 


proach. Being well acquainted with the inveteracy of 
VOL» b B 
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theſe curs, I was about to betake myſelf to my heels, 
when my uncle ſeized me with one hand, brandithed 
his cudgel with the other, and at one blow laid Cæſar 
{ſprawling on the ground; but finding himſelf attacked 
at the ſame time in the- rear by Jowler, and fearing 
Cæſar might recover, he drew his hanger, wheeled about, 
and, by a lucky ſtroke, ſevered Jowler's head from his 
body. By this time, the young fox-hunter and three 
ſervants, armed with pitch-forks and flails, were come to 
the affiſtance of the dogs, whom they found breathleſs 
upon the field; and my couſin was ſo provoked at the 
death of his favourites, that he ordered his attendants to 
radvance, and take vengeance on their executioner, whom. 
he loaded with all the curſes and reproaches his anger 
could ſuggeſt. Upon which my uncle ftepped forward 
with an undaunted air, at the fight of whoſe bloody 
weapon his antagoniſts fell back with precipitation, when 
he accoſted their leader thus: Lookee, brother, your 
dogs have boarded me without provocation—what 
1 did was in my own defence. 80 you had beſt be 
civil, and let us fhoot a-head, clear of you.“ Whe- 
ther the young ſquire yam - my uncle's deſire of 
eace, or was enraged at the fate of his hounds beyond 
His uſual pitch of reſolution, I know not; but he fnatch- 
ed a flail from one of his followers, and came up with a 
ſhew of affaulting the lieutenant, who, putting himſelf 
in a poſture of defence, proceeded thus: “ Lookee, 
you lubberly fon of a e, if you come athwart 
me, ware your gingerbread work, I'll be foul of your 
quarter, d-—n me.” This declaration, followed by 
a flourith of his hanger, feemed to check the progreſs 
of the young gentleman's choler, who, looking behind 
him, perceived his attendants had ſlunk into the houſe, 
ſhut the gate, and left him to decide the contention by 
himſelf. Here a parley enfued, which was introduced 
by my couſin's aſking, « Who the d- are you? 
What do you want ?—Some ſcoundre] of a ſeaman 
(I fuppoſe) who has deſerted, and turned thief. But 
don't think you ſhall eſcape, firrah—PIl have you hanged, 
you dog, I will—your blood ſhall pay for that of my two 
hounds, you ragamuffin. I would not have parted with 
them to fave your whole generation from the gallows, 
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you ruffian, you.“ „ None of your jaw, you fwab— 
none of your jaw (replied my uncle)—elſe I thall trim 
your laced jacket for you—I ſhall rub you down with 
an oaken towel, my boy—l ſhall.” 80 faying, he ſheath- 
ed his hanger and graſped his cudgel. Mean-while, the 
people of the houſe being alarmed, one of my female 
couſins opened a window, and aſked what was the matter? 
« The matter! (anſwered the lieutenant) no great matter, 
young woman. I have buſineſs with the old gentleman, 
and this ſpark, belike, won't allow me to comealong-lide 
of him, that's all.” After a few minutes pauſe, we were 
admitted, and conducted to my grandfather's chamber, 
through a lane of my relations,, who honoured me with 
very fignificant looks, as I paſſed along. When we came 
into the judge's preſence, my uncle, after two or three 
ſea-bows, expreſſed himſelf in this manner: «© Your 
ſervant—your ſervant. What cheer, father ? what cheer ? 
I ſuppoſe you don't know me—may-hap you don't 
My name is Tom Bowling—and this here boy, you look 
as if you did not know him neither tis like you mayn't. 
He's new rigged, i' faith; his cloth don't ſhake in the 
wind ſo much as it wont to do. Tis my nephew, d'ye 
ſee, Roderick Random,—your own fleſh and blood, old 
gentleman. Don't lag a-ſtern, you dog (pulling me for- 
ward).” My grandfather (who was laid up with the 
gout) received this relation, after his long abſence, with 
that coldneſs of civility which was peculiar to him; told 
him he was glad to fee him, and deſired him to fit down. 
Thank ye, thank ye, Sir, I had as lief ſtand, (ſaid my 
uncle) for my own part, I defire nothing of you; but if 
you have any conſcience at all, do ſomething tor this poor 
boy, who has been uſed at a very unchriſtian rate. Un- 
chriſtian do I call it? I am ſure the Moors in Barbary 
have more humanity than to leave their little ones 
to want. I would fain know, why my ſiſter's ſon is 
more. neglected than that there fair-weather Jack,” 
(pointing to the young ſquire, who, with the reſt of my 
couſins, had followed us into the room.) „ Is not he as. 
near a-kin to you as the other? Is not he much hand- 
ſamer and better built than that great chucklehead ?— 
Come, come, conſider, old gentleman, you are going in 
2 ſhort time to give an account of your evil actions. Ro: 
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member the wrongs you did his father; and make all 
the ſatisfaction in your power, before it be too late- 
The leaſt thing you can do is to ſettle his father's por- 
tion on him.” The young ladies, who thought them 
ſelves too much concerned, to contain themſelves any 
longer, ſet up their throats altogether againſt my pro- 
tector, „ Scurvy companion, —laucy tarpaulin, —rude, 
impertinent fellow, did he think to preſcribe to grand- 
papa? His ſiſter's brat had been too well taken care of, 
grandpapa was too juſt not to make a difference be- 
tween an unnatural rebelliovs fon, and his dutiful loving 
children, who took his advice in all things,” —and ſuch ex- 
preſſions, were vented againſt him with great violence; 
until the judge at length commanded filence. He calmly 
rebuked my uncle for his unmannerly behaviour, which 
he ſaid he would excuſe on account of his education : He 
told him he had been very kind to the boy, whom he 
had kept at ſchool ſeven or eight years, although he was 
informed he made no progreſs in his learning; but 
was addicted to all manner of vice, which he rather 
believed, becauſe he himſelf was witneſs to a barbarous 
piece of miſchief he had committed on the jaws of his 
chaplain. - But, however, he would ſee what the lad was 
fit for, and bind him apprentice to ſome honeſt tradeſ- 
man or other, provided' he would mend his manners, 
and behave for the future as became him. The honeſt 
tar (whoſe pride and indignation boiled within him) an- 
ſwered my grandfather, that it was tꝭue he had ſent him 
to ſchool, but it had coſt him nothing, for he had never 
been at one ſhilling expence, to furniſh him with food, 

raiment, books, or other neceſſaries; ſo that it was not 
to be much wondered at, if the boy made ſmall progreſs; 

and yet, whoever told him ſo, was a lying lubberly raſ- 

cal, and deſerved to be keel-hauled: For though he (the 
lieutenant) did not underſtand thoſe matters himſelf, he 
was well informed as how Rory was the beſt ſcholar of 
his age in all the country; the truth of which he would 
maintain, by laying a wager of his whole halt year's pay 
on the boy's head ; (with theſe words he pulled out his 
purſe, and challenged the company)—Neither is he pre- 
dected to vice, as you affirm, but rather left like a wreck 
d'ye ſee) at the mercy of the wind and weather, by your 
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neglect, old gentleman. As for what happened to your 
chaplain, 'I am only ſorry that he did not knock out the 
ſcoundrel's brains, inſtead of his teeth. By the Lord, 
if ever I come up with him, he had better be in Green- 
land,—that's all. Thank you for your courteous offer, 
of binding the lad apprentice to a tradeſman. I ſuppoſe 
you would make a taylor of him, - would you? I had 
rather ſee him hang'd, d'ye ſee. Come along, Rory, I 
perceive how the land lies, my boy,—let's tack about. 
1'faith, —while I have a ſhilling thou ſhan't want a teſter. 
B'wye, old gentleman, you're bound for the other world, 
but I believe damnably ill provided for the voyage. Thus 
ended our viſit, and we returned to the village, my uncle 
muttering curſes all the way againſt the old hark and 
the yup fry that ee him. | | 


CHAPTER IV. 


37 7 grandfather makes his will—our ſecond viſit he dies 
Bir well is wind on preſence of all his living deſcendents — 

| the diſappointment of my female coufi yy uncle's behas 
VIIUY, 


FEW weeks after our firſt viſit, we were infor- 
med that the old judge, at the end of a fit of 

thoughtfulneſs, which laſted three days, had ſent for a 
notary, and made his will; that the diſtemper had mount- 
ed from his legs to his ſtomach, and, being conſcious 
of his approaching end, he had deſired to ſee all his 
deſcendents without exception, In obedience to this 
ſummons, my uncle ſet out with me a ſecond time, to re- 
ceive the laſt benediction of my grandfather ;z often re- 
peating by the road, „ Ey, ey, we have brought up the 
old hulk at laſt. You ſhall ſee, - you ſhall ſee the 
effect of my admonition.“ When we entered his 
chamber, which was crowded with his relations, we 
advanced to the bed- ſide, where we found him in his laſt 
agonies, ſupported by two of his grand-daughters, who 
{at one on each ſide of him, ſobbing moſt piteouſly, and 
wiping away the froth and flaver as it gathered on 
his lips, which they frequently kiſſed with a ſhew of 
great anguiſh and affection. My uncle approached him 
with theſe words: «„ What! he's not a-weigh. How 
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fare ye, how fare ye, old gentleman ?—Lord have 
mercy upon your poor {ſinful foul.” Upon which the 
dying man turned his languid eyes towards us, and Mr 
Bowling went on, „Here's poor Rory come to ſee you 
before you die, and receive your bleſſing. What, man | 
don't defpair,—you have been a great ſinner, tis true, 
what then? There's a righteous judge above,—a'n't 
there ?—He minds me no more than a porpuſs. Yes, 
yes, he's a going, —the land crabs will have him, I ſee 
that, —his anchor's a-peak, i' faith.” This homely con- 
folation ſcandalized the company ſo much, and eſpe- 
cially the parſon, who probably thought his province in- 
vaded, that we were obliged to retire into the other room, 
where; i in a few minutes, we were convinced of my grand- 
father's deceaſe; by a diſmal yell uttered by the young 
ladies in his apartment; whither we immediately haſtened, 

and found his heir, who had retired a little before into 
a cloſet, under pretence of giving vent to his ſorrow, 
aſking, with a countenance beſlubbered with tears, if his 
grandpapa was certainly dead? — “ Dead] (ſays my uncle, 
looking at the body) ay, ay, I'll warrant him as dead as a 
herring, ' Odd's fiſh | now my dream is out for all the 
world. TI thought I food upon the fore-caſtle, and ſaw 
2 parcel of carrion crows foul of a dead ſhark that floated 
alongſide, and the devil perching on our ſprit-ſail yard, i in 
the likeneſs of a blue bear, ho, d'ye ſee, jumped over- 
board upon the carcaſe, and carried it to the bottom in 
His claws,” «© Out upon thee, reprobate (cries the parſon) 
out upon thee, blaſphemous wretch l -Doſt thou think 
his Honour's ſoul is in the poſſeſſion of Satan?” The 
clamour immediately arofe, and my poor uncle, be- 
ing ſhouldered from one corner of the room to the o- 
ther, was obliged to lug out in his own defence, and 
{wear he would turn out for no man, till ſuch time as 
he knew who had a title to ſend him adrift, « None of 
your tricks upon travellers, ſaid he; mayhap old buff 
has left my kinſman here his heir :—If he has, it will be 
the better for his miſerable ſoul. Odd's bob 7d deſire no 
better news. Pd ſoon make him a clear fhip, I warrant 
you.“ To avoid any further diſturbance, one of my grand- 
father's executors, who was preſent, aſſured Mr Bowl- 


ing, that his nephew ſhould have all manner of juſtice z 
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that a day ſhould be appointed, after the funeral, for 
examining the papers of the deceaſed, in prefence of alt 
his relations; till which time every deſk and cabinet in 
the houfe ſhould remain cloſe ſealed ; and that he was 
yery welcome to be witneſs to this ceremony, which was 
immediately performed to his ſatisfaction. In the mean 
time, orders were given to provide mourning for all the 
relations, in which number I was included: But my uncle 


would not fuffer me to accept of it, until I ſhould be aſſured 


whether or not I had reaſon to honour his memory ſo far. 
During this interval, the conjectures of people, with regard 
to the old gentleman's will, were various. As it was well 
known he had, beſides his landed eſtate, which was worth 
7001. per annum, fix or ſeven thouſand pounds at intereſt, 
ſome imagined, that the whole real eſtate (which he had 
greatly improved) would go to the young man whom he 
always entertained as his heir; and that the money would 
be equally divided between my female couſins (five in 
number) and me. Others were of opinion, that, as the 
reſt of his children had been already provided for, he 
would only bequeath two or three hundred pounds to each 
of his grand-daughters, and leave the bulk of the ſum to 
me, to atone for his unnatural uſage of my father. 
At length the important hour arrived, and the will was 


produced in the midft of the expectants, whoſe looks and 


geſtures formed a groupe that would have been very 
entertaining to an unconcerned ſpectator. But the reader 
can ſcarce conceive the aſtoniſhment and mortification 
that appeared, when the attorney pronounced aloud, the 


young {quire ſole heir of all his grandfather's eſtate per- 


{onal and real. My uncle, who had liſtened with great 
attention, {ſucking the head of his cudgel all the while, 
accompanied het: words of the attorney with a ftare, 
and her, that alarmed the whole aſſembly. "The eldeſt 
and perteſt of my female competitors, who had been 
always very officious about my grandfather's perſon, en- 
quired with a faultering accent, and viſage as yellow as 


an orange, “ if there were no legacies ?” and was an- 
ſwered, e none at all.” Upon which ſhe fainted away. 
The reſt, whoſe expectations (perhaps) were not ſo . 


ſanguine, ſupported their diſappointment with more re- 
folution; though not without giving evident marks of 
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16 Dye ADVENTURES F. ü 
indignation, and grief at leaſt as genuine as that which 
appeared in them at the old gentleman's death. My con- 
ductor, after having kicked with his heel for ſome time 
againſt the wainſcot, began: „ So there's no legacy, 
friend, ha !—here's an old ſuccubus but ſomebody's 
ſoul howls for it, d—n me!” The parſon of the pariſh, 
who was one of the executors, and had acted as ghoſtly 
director to the old man, no ſooner heard this exclamation 
than he cried out, + Avaunt, unchriſtian .reviler ! a- 
vaunt |-—wilt thou not allow the ſoul of his Honour to 
reſt in peace?” But this zealous paſtor did not find 
himſelf ſo warmly ſeconded, as formerly, by the young 
ladies, who now joined my uncle againſt him, and ac- 
cuſed him of having acted the part of a buſy-body with 
their grandpapa, whoſe ears he had certainly abuſed 


by falle ſtories to their prejudice, or elſe he would not 


have neglected them in ſuch an unnatural manner. The 
young ſquire was much diverted with this ſcene, and 
whiſpered to my uncle, that, if he had not murdered 
his dogs, he would have ſhewn him glorious fun, by 
hunting a black badger (ſo he termed the clergyman). 
The ſurly lieutenant, who was not in an humour to 
reliſh this amufement, replied, «© You and your dogs 
may be d——d—I ſuppoſe you'll find them with your 
old dad, in the latitude of hell. Come, Rory—about 
ſhip, my lad,—we muſt ſteer another courſe, I think.” 
—And away we went. | 
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++. CHAPTER V; 

The ſchoolmaſter uſes me barbarouſly—1 form a project of 

revenge, in which I am aſſiſted by my uncle. leave the 
village—am ſettled at an unwverſity by his generoſity. 

O * our way back to the village, my uncle ſpoke not 

a word during the ſpace of a whole hour, but 

whiſtled, with great vehemence, the tune of, M 


ſhould wwe quarrel for riches, &c. his viſage being con- 


tracted all the while into a moſt formidable frown. 
At length his -pace increaſed to ſuch a degree, that 
I was left behind a confiderable way. Then he wait- 
ed for me; and, when I was almoſt up with him, cal- 


led out ia a ſurly tone, « Bear a hand, dame! muſt 
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T bring to every minute for you, you lazy dog?“ 
Then laying hold of me by the arm, hauled me along, 
until his good nature (of which he had a great ſhare) 
and reflection getting the better of his paſſion, he 
ſaid, c Come, my boy, don't be caſt down, —the old 
raſcal is in hell, that's ſome ſatisfaction; - you ſhall go 
to ſea with me, my lad. A light heart and a thin pair 
of breeches goes thorough the world, brave boys, as the 
ſong goes, —eh?” Though this propoſal did not at 
all ſuit my inclination, I was afraid of diſcovering my 
averſion to it, leſt I ſhould diſoblige the only friend I 
had in the world; and he was fo much a ſeaman, that 
he never dreamt I could have any objection to his de- 
ſign, conſequently gave himſelf no trouble in conſulting. 
my approbation. But this reſolution was ſoon dropt, by 
the advice of our uſher, who aſſured Mr Bowling, it 
would be a thouſand pities to baulk my genius, which 
would certainly, one day, make my fortune on ſhore, 
provided it received due cultivation. Upon which this 
generous tar determined (though he could ill afford 
it) to give me univerſity education; and accordingly 
ſettled my board and other expences, at a town not 
many miles diſtant, famous for its colleges, whither we 
_ repaired in a ſhort time. But, before the day of our de- 
parture, the ſchoolmaſter, who no longer had the fear 
of my grandfather before his eyes, laid afide all decency 
and reſtraint, and not only abuſed me in the groſſeſt 
language his rancour could ſuggeſt, as a wicked, pro- 
fligate, dull, beggarly miſcreant, whom he had taught 
out of charity; but alſo inveighed in the m6ſt' bitter 
manner againſt the memory of the judge (ho, by the 
bye, had procured that ſettlement for him), hinting, in 
pretty plain terms, that the old gentleman's ſoul was 
damn'd to all eternity, for his injuſtice in neglecting to 
pay for my learning. This brutal behaviour, added to 
the ſufferings J had formerly undergone, made me think 
it high time to be revenged of this inſolent pedagogue. 
Having conſulted my adherents, I found them all ſtaunch 
in their promiſes to ſtand by me; and our ſcheme was 
this: In the afternoon preceding the day of my depar- 
ture for the univerſity, I reſolved to take the advantage of 
* uſher's going out to make water (which he regularly 
£+} Pu D 
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did at four o'clock), and ſhut the great door, that he 
might not come to the afliſtance of his ſuperior. This 
being done, the aſſault was to be begun, by my ad- 
yancing to my maſter, and ſpitting in his face. I was to 
be ſeconded by two of the ſtrongeſt boys in the ſchool, 
who were devoted to me; their buſineſs was to join me 
in dragging the tyrant to a bench, over which he was to 
be laid, and his bare poſteriors heartily flogged with his 
own birch, which we propoſed to wreſt from him in the 
ſtruggle; but if we ſhould find him too many for us all 
three, we were to demand the aſſiſtance of our competi- 
tors, who ſhould be ready to reinforce us, or oppoſe any 
thing that might be undertaken for the maſter's re- 
lief. One of my principal aſſiſtants was called Jeremy 
Gawky, ſon and heir of a wealthy gentleman in the 
neighbourhood; and the name of the other Hugh Strap, 
the cadet of a family which had given ſhoemakers to the 
village time out of mind. I. had once ſaved Gawky's 
life, by plunging into a river, and dragging him on ſhore, 
when he was on the point of being drowned. I had 
often reſcued him from the clutches of thoſe whom 
his infufferable arrogance had provoked to a reſentment 
he was not able to ſuſtain; and many times ſaved his 
reputation and poſteriors by performing his exerciſes at 
fchool; ſo that it is not to be wondered at if he had a- 
particular regard for me and my intereſts. The attach- 
ment of Strap flowed from a voluntary diſintereſted incli- 
nation, which had manifeſted itſelf on many occaſions in 
my behalf, he having once rendered me the ſame ſervice 
that I had done Gawky, by ſaving my life at the riſk of his 
on; and:often fathered offences that I had committed, 
for which he ſuffered ſeverely, rather than I ſhould feel 
the weight of the punithment I deſerved. "Theſe two 
champions were the more willing to engage in this enter- 
priſe, becanfe they intended to leave the ſchool the next 
day as well as I, the firſt being ordered by his father to 
return into he country, and the other being bound p- 
prentice to atbarber, at a market town not far off. | 
In the mean time, my. uncle being informed of my 
maſter's behaviour to me, was enraged at his inſo- 
lence, and vowed revenge ſo heartily, that I could not 
refrain from telling him the ſcheme I had concerted, 
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RODERICK RANDOM, 19 
which he heard with great ſatisfaction, at every ſentence 
ſquirting out a mouthful of ſpittle, tinctured with to- 
bacco, of which be conſtantly chewed a large quid. At 
laſt, pulling up his breeches, he cried, «< No, no, 
Z -- ds l that won't do neither, —howſomever, - tis a 
bold undertaking, my lad that I muſt fay, !faith but 
lookee, lookee, how doſt propoſe to get clear off? won't 
the enemy give chace, my boy ?—ay, ay, that he will, I 
warrant, — and alarm the whole coaſt. Ah! God help 
thee, more ſail, than ballaſt, Rory. Let me alone for 
that, —leave the whole to me, — I'll ſhow him the fore- 
top: ſail, I will. If fo be your ſhip-mates are jolly boys, 
and won't flinch, you ſhall fee, you ſhall ſee; egad, 
I'll play him a ſalt-water trick—PFll bring him to the 
gang-way, and anoint him with a cat o'nine tails; he 
thall have a round dozen doubled, my lad, he ſhall, 

and be left laſhed to his meditations.” 

WMWWx were very proud of our aſſociate, who imme- 
diately went to work, and prepared the inſtrument of 
his revenge with great ſkill and expedition; after which, 


he ordered our baggage to be packed up and ſent off, a 


day before our attempt, and got horſes ready to be mount- 
ed, as ſoon as the affair ſnould be over. At length the 
hour arrived, when our auxiliary, ſeizing the opportunity 
of the uſher's abſence, bolted in, ſecured the door, and 
immediately laid hold of the pedant by his collar, who 
bauled out « Murder! thieves ”” with the voice of a 
Stentor. Though I trembled all over like an aſpen-leaf, 

I knew there was no time to be loſt, and accordingly got 
up, and ſummoned our aflociates to my affiſtance. Strap 

without any heſitation obeyed the ſignal, and ſeeing me 

leap upon the maſter's back, ran immediately to one of 
his legs, which pulling with all his force, his dreadful 

adverſary was humbled to the ground ; upon which 

Gawky, who had hitherto remained in his place, under 
the influence of an univerſal trepidation, haſtened to the 

ſcene of action, and inſulted the fallen tyrant with a loud 

huzza, in which the whole ſchool joined. This noiſe 

alarmed the uſher, who finding himſelf ſhut out, en- 

deavoured, partly by threats, and partly by entreaties, to\ 
- procure admiſſion. My uncle bad him have a little pa- 

tience, and he would let him in preſently : But, if he pre- 
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20 The ADVENTURES 
tended to move from that place, it ſhould fare worſe with 
the ſon of a b——h his ſuperior, on whom he intended 
only to beſtow a little wholeſome chaſtiſement, for his 
barbarous uſage of Rory, « to which (ſaid he) you are 
no ſtranger.” By this time we had dragged the criminal 
to a poſt, to which Bowling tied him with a rope he had 
provided on purpoſe, after having ſecured his hands and. 
ſtript his back. In this ludicrous poſture he ſtood (to the 
no ſmall entertainment of the boys, who crouded about 
him, and ſhouted with great exultation at the novelty of 
the ſight), venting bitter imprecations againſt the lieu- 
tenant, and reproaching his ſcholars with treachery and 
rebellion ; when the uſher was admitted, whom my uncle 
accoſted in this manner: « Harkee,' Mr Syntax, I be- 
lieve you are an honeſt man, d'ye ſee and I have a re- 
ſpect for you-—but for all that, we muſt for our own ſe- 
curity (d'ye ſee) belay you for a ſhort time.” With 
theſe words, he pulled out ſome fathoms of cord, which 
the honeſt man no ſooner ſaw, than he proteſted with 
great earneſtneſs, he would allow no violence to be 
offered to him, at the ſame time accuſing me of perfidy 
and ingratitude. But Bowling repreſenting, that it 
was in vain to reſiſt, and that he did not mean to uſe 
him with violence and indecency, but only to hinder 
him from raiſing the hue and cry againſt us, before we 
ſhould be out of their power, he allowed himſelf to be 
bound to his own deſk, where he ſat a ſpectator of the 
puniſhment inflicted on his principal. My uncle having 
upbraided this arbitrary wretch with his inhumanity to 
me, told him, that he propoſed to give him a little diſ- 
cipline for the good of his foul, which he immediately 
put in practice, with great vigour and dexterity. This 
{mart application to the pedant's withered poſteriors, 
gave him ſuch exquiſite pain, that he roared like a mad 
bull, danced, curſed, and blaſphemed, like a frantic 
bedlamite. When the lientenant thought himſelf ſuf. 
ficiently revenged, he took his leave of him in theſe 
words, „ Now, friend, you'll remember me the longeſt 
day you have to live—l have given you a leflon that will 
let you know what flogging is, and teach you to have 
more ſympathy for the future—ſhout boys, ſhout.” 
This ceremony was no ſooner over, than my uncle pro- 
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poſed they ſhould quit the ſchool, and conyoy their old 


comrade Rory to a public-houſe, about a mile from the 


village, where he would treat them all. His offer being 
joyfully embraced, he addreſſed himſelf to Mr Syntax, 


and begged him to accompany us; but this invitation he 


refuſed with great diſdain, telling my benefactor he was 


not the man he took him to be, « Well, well, old ſurly 


(rephed my uncle, ſhaking his hand), thou art an honeſt 


fellow notwithſtanding; and if ever I have the com- 


mand of a ſhip, thou ſhalt be our ſchoolmaſter, i' faith.“ 


So ſaying, he diſmiſſed the boys, and, locking the door, 


left the two preceptors to conſole one another; while we 


moved forwards on our journey, attended by a numerous 


retinue, whom he treated according to his promiſe. 


We parted with many tears, and lay that night at an 
inn on the road, about ten miles ſhort of the town where 
I was to remain, at which we arrived next day, and I 


found I had no cauſe to complain of the accommoda- 


tions provided for me; in being boarded at the houſe of 
an apothecary, who had married a diſtant relation of 


my mother. In a few days after, my uncle ſet out for 


his ſhip, having ſettled the neceſſary funds for my main- 
tenance and education, 


CHAPTER VL 


FT make great progreſs in my ſtudies —am careſſed by every 


body—my female couſins take notice of me- reject their 
invitation they are incenſed, and conſpire againſt me. 
Lam left deſtitute by a nusfortune that befals my uncle 
Ganwky's treachery—my revenge. 


8 I was now capable of reflection, I began to con- 
| ſider my precarious ſituation z that I was utterly 
abandoned by thoſe whoſe duty it was to protect me; and 
that my ſole dependence was on the generoſity of one 
man, who was not only expoſed, by his profeſſion, to 
continual dangers, which might one day deprive me of 
him for ever; but alſo (no doubt) ſubject to thoſe vi- 
ciſſitudes of diſpoſition, which a change of fortune 
uſually creates; or, which a better acquaintance with 
the world might produce: For I always aſcribed his 
benevolence to the dictates of a heart as yet undebauched 
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22 The ADVENTURES T 
by a commerce with mankind. Alarmed at theſe con- 
ſiderations, I reſolved to apply myſelf with great care 
to my ſtudies, and enjoy the opportunity in my power : 
This I did with ſuch ſucceſs, that, in the ſpace of three 
years, I underſtood Greek very well, was pretty far ad- 


vanced in the mathematics, and no ſtranger to moral 


and natural philoſophy; logic I made no account of; 
but, above all things, I valued myſelf on my taſte in the 


Belles Lettres, and a talent for poetry, which had already 


produced ſome pieces that met with a very favourable 
reception. 'Theſe qualifications, added to a good face 
and ſhape, acquired the eſteem and acquaintance of the 
moſt conſiderable people in town, and I had the fatis- 
faction to find myfelf in ſo egree of favour with the 
ladies; an intoxicating piece bf good fortune to one of 
my amorous complexion ! which I obtained, or at leaſt 
preſerved, by gratifying their propenſity to ſcandal in 
lampooning their rivals. Two of my female couſins 
lived in this place with their mother, ſince the death of 
their father, who left his whole fortune equally divided 
between them ; ſo that, if they were not the moſt beau- 
tiful, they were at leaſt the richeſt toaſts in town; 
and received daily the addreſſes of all the beaux and 
cavaliers of the country. Although I had hitherto been 


looked upon by them with the moſt ſupercilious con- 


tempt, my character now attracted their notice ſo much, 
that I was given to underſtand I might be honoured 
with their acquaintance, if I pleaſed. The reader will 
eaſily perceive, that this condeſtenſion either flowed 
from the hope of making my poetical capacity ſubſervient 
to their maliceg or at leaſt of ſcreening themſelves from 
the laſh of my reſentment, which they had effectually 
provoked. I enjoyed this triumph with great ſatisfaction; 
and not only rejected their offer with diſdain, but, in all 
my performances, whether fatire or panegyric, in- 
duſtriouſly avoided mentioning their names, even while 


I celebrated thoſe of their intimates: This neglect mor- 


tified their pride exceedingly, and incenſed them to fuch 
a degree, that they were reſolved to make me repent of 
my indifference. The firſt ſtroke of their revenge con- 
fiſted in their hiring a poor collegian to write verſes 
againſt me, the ſubject of which was my own poverty, 
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and the cataſtrophe of my unhappy parents; but, beſides 
the badneſs of the compoſition (of which they them- 
ſelves were aſhamed), they did not find their account in 
endeavouring to reproach me with thoſe misfortunes 
which they and their relations had brought upon me, 
and which, conſequently, reflected much more diſhonour 
on themſelves than on me, who was the innocent victim 
of their barbarity and avarice. Finding this plan miſ- 
carry, they found means. to irritate a young gentleman 
againſt, me, by telling him I had lampooned his miſtreſs; 
and ſo effectually ſucceeded in the quality of incendiaries, 
that this enraged lover determined to ſeize me next 
night, as I returned to my lodgings | from a; friend's 
| houſe that I frequented : With this view, he waited in 
the ſtreet, attended by two of his companions, to whom 
he had imparted his deſign, of carrying me down to the 
river, in which he propoſed to have me heartily ducked, 
notwithſtagding the ſeverity of the weather, it being 
then about the middle of December. But this ſtratagem 
did not ſucceed; for, being appriſed of their ambuſh, I 
got home . way, and, by the help of my landlord's 
apprentice, diſcharged a volley from the garret window, 
which did great execution upon them; and next day 
occaſioned ſo much mirth at their expence, that they 
found themſelves under a neceſſity of leaving the town, 
until the adventure ſhould be entirely forgotten. My 
couſins (though twice baffled in their expectation), did 
not, however, deſiſt from perſecuting me, who had now 
enraged them beyond a poſſibility of forgiveneſs, by de- 
tecting their malice, and preventing its effects; neither 
ſhould J have found them more humane, had I patiently 
ſubmitted to their rancour, and bore without murmuring 
the rigour of their unreaſonable hate; for I have found 
by experience, that, though ſmall favours may be acknow- 
ledged, and flight injuries atoned, there is no wretch ſo 
ungrateful as he whom you have moſt generouſly o- 
bliged; and no enemy ſo implacable as thote who have 
done you the greateſt wrong. "Theſe good-natured 
creatures, therefore, had recourſe to a ſcheme which 
conſpired with a piece of bad news I ſoon after received, 
to give them all the ſatisfaction they deſired : This plan 
Vas to debauch the faith of my companion and confident, 
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24 The ADVENTURES N 
who betrayed the truſt I repoſed in him, by imparting. 


to them the particulars of my ſmall amours, which they 


publiſhed with ſuch exaggerations, that T ſuffered very 
much in the opinion of every body, and was utterly diſ- 


carded by the dear creatures whoſe names had been 


called in queſtion. While I was buſy in tyacing out the 
author of this treachery, that T might not only be re- 
venged on him, but alſo vindicate my character to my 
friends, I one day perceived the looks of my landlady 
much altered, when I went home to dinner, and en- 
quiring into the cauſe, ſhe ſcrewed. up her mouth, and 
fixing her eyes on the ground, told me her huſband had 
received a letter from Mr Bowling, with one incloſed | 
for me—the was very ſorry for what had happened, 
both for my ſake and his own people ſhould be more 
cautious of their conduct. She was always afraid his 
brutal behaviour would bring him into ſome misfortune 
or other. As for her part, ſhe ſhould be very ready to 
befriend me; but ſhe had a ſmall family of her own to 
maintain. The world would: 40 nothing for her if the. 
ſhould come to want—charity begins at home : She 


. wiſhed I had been bound to ſome ſubſtantial handicraft, 


ſuch as a weaver or a ſhocmaker, rather than loites' 


away my time in learning foolifſh- nonſenſe that would 


never bring me in a penny —but ſome folks are wiſe, 
and ſome are otherwiſe. I was liſtening to this my- 
ſterious diſcourſe with great amazement when her 


huſband entered, and, without ſpeaking a ſyllable, put 


both the letters into my hand. I received them trem- 


bling, and read what follows: 


To Mr ROGER PoTION. 
cc 81 R, | : | 
« THIS is to let you 180 that T have A the 


Thunder man of war, being obliged to ſheer off, for 


killing my captain, which I did fairly on the beach at 
Cape 'Tiberoon, in the iſland of Hiſpaniola; having re- 
ceived his fire, and returned it, which went through his 


body: And I would ſerve the beſt man ſo that ever ſtept 


between ſtem and ſtern, if ſo be that he ſtruck me, as 


Captain Oakum did. I am (thank God) ſafe among, 


the French, who are very civil, thof I don't underſtand 
their lingo; and TI hope to be reſtored i in a little time, 


” 


7 
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for all che great friends and parliamentary intereſt of the 
captain, for I have ſent over to my landlord in Deal an 
account of the whole affair, with our bearings and diſ- 
tances while we were engaged, whereby I have deſired 
him to lay it before his Majeſty, who (God bleſs him) 
will not ſuffer an honeſt tar to be e My love to 
your ſpouſe, and am | 

Your loving friend, 

and ſervant to command, 
_ while 


Thomas e 


To RoDErIck RANDOM. 
« Dear Rory, | 

« DON'T be grieved at my misfortune—but mind your 
book, my lad. I have got po money to ſend you; but 
"what of that ?—Mr Potion will take care of you, for 
the love he bears to me, and let>you want for nothing, 
and it ſhall go hard but I will ſee him one day __— 
No more at preſent, but reſts 
| Your dutiful uncle 

| and ſervant, till death, < 
Thomas Bowling.” 


Tris letter (which with the other was dated from Port 
Louis in Hiſpaniola) I had no ſooner read, than the apo- 
thecary, ſhaking his head, began: I have a very 
great regard for Mr Bowling, that's certain,—and could, 
be well content but times are very hard. There's no 
ſuch thing as money to be got—l believe tis all vaniſhed 
under-ground, for my part. Beſides, I have been out 
of pocket already, having entertained you ſince the begin- 
ning of this month without receiving a ſix-pence,—and 
God knows if ever I ſhall ;—for I believe it will go hard 
with your uncle. And more than that, I was thinking 
of giving you warning, for I want your apartment for 
a new 'prentice, whom I expect from the country every 
hour. 80 I deſire you will this week provide yourſelf 
with another lodging.” The indignation which this ha- 


rangue inſpired, gave me ſpirits to ſupport my reverle of 


fortune, and to tell him, I deſpiſed his mean ſelfiſh diſ- 
poſition ſo much, that I would ſtarve rather than be be- 9 


holden to him for one ſingle meal. Upon which, out cf 
Vole E : V. | : 
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my pocket-money, I paid him to the laſt farthing of what 
I owed, and aſſured him I would not fleep another night 
under his roof. This ſaid, I fallied out in a tranſport of 
rage and ſorrow, without knowing-whither to fly for ſhel- 
ter, having not one friend in the world capable of re- 
lieving me, and only three ſhillings in my purſe. After 
giving way for a few minutes to the dictates of my rage, 
I went and hired a {mall bed-room, at the rate of one 
ſhilling and ſix-pence per week, which I was obliged 
to pay per advance, before the landlord would receive 
me: Thither I removed my luggage; and next morn- 
ing got up, with a view of craving the advice and afliſt- 
ance of a perſon who had on all occafions loaded me. 
with careſſes, and made frequent offers of friendſhip, 
while I was under no neceflity of accepting them. He 
received me with his wonted aftability, and inſiſted on 
. my breakfaſting with him, a favour which I did not 
think fit to refuſe. + But, when I communicated the oc- 
caſion of my viſit, he appeared fo diſconcerted, that I 
concluded him wonderfully affected with the miſery of 
my condition, and looked upon him as a man of the 
moſt extenſive ſympathy and benevolence. He did not 
leave me long under this miſtake; for, recovering him- 
ſelf from his confuſion, he told me, he was grieved at 
my misfortune, and deſired to know what had paſſed 
between my landlord Mr Potion and me, Whereupon 
I recounted the converſation; and when J repeated the 
anſwer I made to his ungenerous remonſtrance with re- 
gard to my leaving his houſe, this pretended friend af- 
fected a ſtare, and exclaimed, Is it poflible you could 
behave fo ill to the man who had treated you ſo kindly 
all along?” My furpriſe at hearing this was not at all 
affected, whatever his might be; and I gave him to 
underſtand, with ſome warmth, that I did not imagine 
he would ſo unreaſonably eſpouſe the cauſe of a ſcoun- 
drel, who ought to be expelled from every focial commu- 
nity. This heat of mine gave him all the advantage he 
deſired over me, and our diſcourſe (after much alterca- 
tion) concluded in his defiring never to fee me again in 
that place; to which deſire I yielded my conſent, afluring 
him, that had I been as well acquainted with his prin- 
ciples formerly as I was now, he never ſhould have had 
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an opportunity of making that requeſt.— And thus we 
artet. | 
2 On my return, I met my comrade Squire Gawky, 
whom his father had ſent, ſome time ago, to town, for 
his improvement in writing, dancing, fencing, and other 
modiſh qualifications. As I had lived with him, ſince 
his arrival, on the footing of our old intimacy, I made 
no ſcruple of informing him of the lowneſs of my cir- 
cumſtances, and aſking a ſmall ſupply of money, to an- 
ſwer my preſent expence; upon which he pulled out a 
handful of half-pence, with a ſhilling or two among them, 
and ſwore that was all he had to keep his pocket till next 
quarter-day, he having loſt the greateſt part of his al- 
lowance the night before at billiards. "Though this aſſer- 
tion might very well be true, I was extremely mortified 
at his indifference; for he neither expreſſed any ſym- 
pathy for my miſhap, nor deſire of alleviating my di- 
ſtreſs; and accordingly I left him without uttering one 
word: But, when I afterwards underſtood that he was 
the perſon who had formerly betrayed me to the malice 
of my couſins, to whom likewiſe he had carried the ti- 
dings of my forlorn ſituation, which afforded them great 
matter of triumph and exultation, I determined with 
myſelf to call him to a ſevere account; for which purpoſe 
I borrowed a ſword, aud wrote a challenge, defiring him 
to meet me at a certain time and place, that I might 
have an opportunity of punithing his perfidy, at the ex- 
pow of his blood. He accepted the invitation, and 
betook myſelf to the field, though not without feeling 
conſiderable repugnance to the combat, which frequently 
attacked me in cold ſweats by the way z—but the deſire of 
revenge, the ſhame of retracting, and hope of conqueſt, 
conſpired to repel theſe unmanly ſymptoms of fear, and 
I appeared on the plain with a good grace; there I wait- 
ed an hour beyond the time appointed, and was not ill 
pleaſed to find he had no mind to meet me; becauſe I 
ſhould have an opportunity of expoſing his cowardice, 
diſplaying my own courage, and of beating him ſoundly 
whereſoever I ſhould find him, without any dread of the 
conſequence. Elevated with theſe ſuggeſtions, which 
entirely baniſhed all thonghts of my deplorable condition, 
JI went directly to nn , where J was inform- 
2 


— 
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ed of his precipitate retreat, he having ſet out for the 
country in leſs than an hour after he had received my 
billet: And I was vain enough to have the whole ſtory 
inſerted in the news, although I was fain to fell a gold- 
laced hat to my landlord, for leſs than half price, to 
/ defray the expence, and contribute to my ſubſiſtence. 


? 


CHAPTER" VIt= "19" 

Tam entertained by Mr Crab—a deſcription of him 
acquire the art ef ſurgery—conſult Grad's diſpoſition— 
become neceſſary to him—an accident happens adviſes 
me. to launch out into the world Asie me with money— 


I ſet out for London. 55 | 

HE fumes of my reſentment being diſſipated, as 

well as the vanity of my ſucceſs, I found myſelf 
deſerted to all the horrors of extreme want, and avoided 
by mankind as a creature of a difterent ſpecies, or rather 
as a ſolitary being, no ways comprehended within the 
ſcheme or protection of Providence. My deſpair had 
rendered me almoſt quite ſtupified, when I was one day 
told, that a gentleman deſired tg ſee me, at a certain 
public-houſe, whither immediately I repaired, and was 
introduced to one Mr Launcelot Crab, a turgeon in town, 
who was engaged, with .two more, in drinking a liquor 
called pop-in, compoſed by mixing a quartern of brandy 
with a quart of ſmall beer. Before I relate the occaſion 


* 


Jof this meſſage, I believe it will not be diſagreeable to 


the reader, if I deſcribe the gentleman who ſent for me, 
and mention ſome circumſtances of his character and 
conduct which may illuſtrate what follows, and account 
for his behaviour to me. e | 

TRIS member of the faculty was aged fifty, about five 
feet high, and ten round the belly; his face was capa- 
cious as a full moon, and much of the complexion of a 


mulberry : His noſe, reſembling a powderhorn, was ſwel- 
led to an enormous 1ize, and ſtudded all over with car- 


buncles; and his little grey eyes reflected the rays in ſuch 
an oblique manner, that, while he looked a perſon full 
in the face, one would have imagined he was admiring 
the buckle of his ſhoe. He had long entertained an im- 
placable reſentment againſt Potion, who, though a young 


- 
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practitioner, was better employed than he, and once 
had the aſſurance to perform a cure, whereby he diſap- 
pointed and diſgraced the prognoſtic of the ſaid Crab. 
This quarrel, which was at one time upon the point of 
being made up by the interpoſition and mediation of 
friends, had been lately inflamed beyond a poſlibility of 
reconciliation by the reſpective wives of the opponents, 
who, chancing to meet at a chriſtening, diſagreed about 
precedence, proceeded from invectives to blows, and were 
with great difficulty, by the goſſips, prevented from 
converting the occaſion of joy into a ſcene of lamenta- 
tion. „„ | 

Tux difference between theſe rivals was in the height 
of rancour when I received the meſſage of Crab, wha 
received me as civilly as I could have expected from one 
of his diſpoſition ; and, after deſiring me to ſit, enquired . 
into the particulars of my leaving the houſe of Potion ; 
which when I had related, he ſaid, with a malicious 
grin, 6“ There's a ſneaking dog I always thought him 
a fellow without a ſoul, dn me !—a canting ſcoundrel, 
who has crept into buſineſs by his hypocriſy, and kiſ- 
ſing the a—le of every body.” «© Ay, ay (fays another), 
one might ſee with half an eye that the raſcal has no 
honeſty in him, by his going ſo regularly to church.“ 
This ſentence was confirmed by a third, who aſſured 
his companions, that Potion. was never known to be 
diſguiſed in liquor but once, at a meeting of the godly, 
where he had diſtinguiſhed himſelf by an extempore prayer 
an hour long. After this preamble, Crab addreſſed him- 
ſelf to me in theſe words, „Well, my lad, I have heard 
a good character of you, and I'll do for you. You may 
ſend your things to my houſe when you pleaſe. I have 
given orders for your reception. Z—ds! What does 
the booby ſtare at ?—If you have no mind to embrace 
my courtepus offer, you may let it alone and be d . 


I anſwered, with a ſubmiſlive bow, that I was far from 
rejecting his friendly offer, which I would immediate! 

accept, as ſoon as he ſhould inform me on what footing 
I was to be entertained. . “ What footing! d—n my 
blood (cried he), d'ye expect to have a footman and a 
couple of horſes kept for you?” No, Sir (I replied), 
my expectations are not quite fo ſanguine. That I may 
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de as.\ tile burdenſome as poſſible, I would willingly 
ſerve in your ſhop, by which means I may fave you the 
expence of a journeyman, or porter at leaſt, for I under- 
| Rand a little pharmacy, having employed ſome of my 
leiſure hours in the practice of that art while I lived 
with Mr Potion : Neither am J altogether ignorant of 
ſurgery, which I have ſtudied with great pleaſure and 
application. O ho! you did ? (ſays Crab)--Gentlemen, 
here is a complete artiſt |—Studied ſurgery! what? in 
books, I ſuppole. I ſhall have you diſputing with me 
one of theſe days on points of my profeſſion. You 
can already account for muſcular motion (I warrant), and 
explain the myſtery of the brain and nerves—ha! You 
are too learned for me, d—n me. But let's hear no 
more of this ſtuff, can you bleed and give a clyſter, 
ſpread a plaſter, and prepare a potion?” Upon my 
anſwering in the affirmative, he ſhook his head, telling 
me, he believed he ſhould have little good of me, for 
all my promiſes; but, however, he would take me in 
for the ſake of charity. I was accordingly that very 
night admitted to his houſe, and had an apartment aſ- 
ſigned to me in the garret, which I was fain to put up 
with, notwithſtanding the mortification my pride ſuf» 
fered in this change of circumſtances. ' I was ſoon con- 
vinced of the real motives which induced Crab to receive 
me in this manner : For, beſides the gratification of his 
revenge, by expoſing the ſelfiſhneſs of his antagoniſt, 
in oppoſition to his own generolity, which was all af- 
fectation, he had occaſion for a young man, who under- 
ſtood ſomething of the profeſſion, to fill up the place of 
his eldeſt apprentice, lately dead, not without violent 
faſpicion of foul play from his maſter's brutality. . The 
knowledge of this circumſtance, together with his daily 
behaviour to his wife, and the young apprentice, did 
not at all contribute to my enjoying my new fituation ; 
with ecaſe; however, as I did not perceive how I could 
beſtow myſelf to better advantage, I reſolved to ſtudy 
Crab's temper with all the application, and manage it 
with all the addrefs, in my power. And it was not lon 
before I found out a ſtrange peculiarity of humour, which 
governed his behaviour towards all his dependents. | 
obſerved, when he was pleaſed, he Was ſuch a niggard 
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ol his ſatisfaction, that, if his wife or ſervants betrayed 
the leaſt ſymptom of participation, he was offended to 
an inſupportable degree of choler and fury, the effects 
of which they ſeldom failed to feel. And, when his in- 
dignation was rouſed, ſubmiſſion and ſoothing always 
_ exaſperated it beyond the bounds of reaſon and huma- | 
nity. I therefore purſued a contrary plan; and, one day, 
when he honoured me with the names of ignorant whelp, 
and lazy ragamuffin, I boldly replied, I was neither ig- 
norant nor lazy, ſince I both underſtood and perform- 
ed my buſineſs as well as he could do for his ſoul; neither 
was it juſt to call me ragamuffin, for I had a whole coat 
on my back, and was deſcended from a better family 
than any he could boaſt an alliance with. He gave 
tokens of great amazement at this aſſurance of mine, and 
ſhook his cane over my head, regarding me all the time 
with a countenance truly diabolical. Although I ws 
terribly ſtartled at his menacing looks and poſture, I yet 
had reflection enough left to convince me I had gene 
too far to retract, and that this was the critical mi- 
nute which -muſt decide my future lot in his ſervice; 1 
therefore ſnatched up the peſtle of a mortar, and ſwore, 
if he offered to ſtrike ine without a cauſe, I ſhould fee 
whether his ſcull or my weapon was hardeſt. He con- 
tinued ſilent for ſome time, and at laſt broke forth into 
theſe ejaculations. “ This is fine uſage from a ſer- 
_ vant to a maſter, very fine !—damnation !—but, no 
matter, you ſhall pay for this, you dog, you ſhall. II 
do your buſineſs—yes, yes, I'll teach you to lift your 
hand againſt me.” So ſaying, he retired, and left me 
under dreadful apprehenſions, which vanithed entirely 
at our next meeting, when he behaved with unuſual 
complacency, and treated me with a glaſs of punch at- 
ter dinner. By this conduct, I got the aſcendency over 
him in a ſhort time, and became ſo neceſlary to him, 

in managing his buſineſs while he was engaged at the 
bottle, that fortune began to wear a kinder aſpect; and 
I conſoled myſelf for the diſregard of my former ac- 
quaintance, with the knowledge I daily imbibed, by a 
cloſe application to the duties of my employment, in 
_ Which I ſucceeded beyond my own expectation. I was 
on very good terms with my maſter's wife, whoſe = 
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ſteem I acquired and cultivated, by repreſenting Mrs 


Potion in the moſt ridiculous lights my ſatirical talents 
could invent, as well as by rendering her ſome Chriſti- 


an offices, when ſhe had been too familiar with the 


dram bottle, to which ſhe had oftentimes recourſe for 
conſolation, under the affliction ſhe ſuffered from a bar- 
barous huſband. In this manner I lived, without hear- 
ing the leaſt tidings of my uncle, for the {pace of two 


years, during which time J kept little or no, company, 


being neither in a humour to reliſh, nor in a capacity 
to maintain much acquaintance : For the Nabal my ma- 
ſter allowed me no wages; and the {mall perquiſites of 
my ſtation ſcarce ſupplied. me with the common neceſla- 
ries of life. I was no longer a pert unthinking cox- 
comb, giddy with popular applauſe, and elevated with 
the extravagance of hope ; my misfortunes had taught 


me how little the careſſes of the world, during a man's 


proſperity, are to be valued by him and how ſeriouſly 
and expeditiouſly he ought to ſet about making himſelf 
independent of them. My preſent appearance, there- 
fore, was the leaſt of my care, which was wholly en- 
groſſed in laying up a ſtock of inſtruction that might ſe- 
cure me againſt the caprice of fortune for the future. I 
became ſuch a ſloven, and contracted ſuch an air of au- 
ſterity, that every body pronounced me creſt-fallen; 
and Gawky returned to town without running any riſk 
from my reſentment, which was by this time pretty 
much cooled, and reſtrained by prudential reaſons fo ef- 
fectually, that I never ſo much as thought of obtain- 
ing ſatisfaction for the injuries he had done me. When 
1 deemed myſelf ſufficiently maſter of my buſineſs, I 
began to caſt about for an opportunity of launching in- 
to the world, in hope of finding ſome proviſion that 
might make amends for the difficulties I had unden 
gone: But, as this could not be effected without a {mall 
tum of money to equip. me for the field, I was in the 
utmoſt perplexity how to raiſe it, well knowing, that 
Crab, for his own ſake, would never put me in a con- 
dition to leave him, when his intereſt was ſo much con- 
cerned in my ſtay. But a ſmall accident, which hap- 
pened about this time, determined him in my fayour. 
This was no other than the pregnancy of his maid ſer- 
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vant, who declared her ſituation to me, aſſuring me, at 


the ſame time, that I was the occaſion of it. Although 
I had no reaſon to queſtion the truth of this imputation, 
I was not ignorant of the familiarities which had paſſed 
between her maſter and her; taking the advantage of 
which, I repreſented to her the folly of laying the bur- 
den at my door, when ſhe might diſpoſe of it to much 
better purpoſe with Mr Crab : She liſtened to my ad- 
vice, and next day acquainted him with the pretended 
ſucceſs of their mutual endeavours. He was far from 


being overjoyed at this proof of his vigour, which he 


foreſaw might have very troubleſome conſequences 
not that he dreaded any domeſtic grumblings and re- 
proaches from his wife, whom he kept in perfect ſub- 
jection; but becauſe he knew it would furniſh his rival 
Potion with a handle for inſulting and undermining his 
reputation, there being no ſcandal equal to that of un- 
cleanneſs, in the opinion of thoſe who inhabit the part 
of the iſland where he lived. He therefore took a re- 
_ ſolution worthy of himſelf, which was, to perſuade the 
girl that ſhe was not with child, but only afflicted with 
a diſorder incident to young women, which he could 
eaſily remove: With this view (as he pretended), he 
preſcribed for her ſuch medicines as he thought would 
infallibly procure abortion ; but, in this ſcheme, he was 
diſappointed ; for the maid, being advertiſed by me of 
his deſign, and at the ſame time well acquainted with 
her own condition, abſolutely refuſed to follow his di- 
rections; and threatened to publiſh her fituation to the 
world, if he would not immediately take ſome method 
of providing for the important occaſion, which ſhe ex- 
pected in a few months. It was not long before I gueſ- 
ſed the reſult of his deliberation, by his addrefling him- 
{elf to me (one day) in this manner: « I am ſurpriſed 
that a young fellow like you diſcovers no inclination to 
Puſh his fortune in the world. Before I was of your 
age, I was broiling on the coaſt of Guinea.—Damme ! 
what's to hinder you from profiting by the war, which 
will certainly be declared in a ſhort time againſt Spain ? 
You may eafily get on board of a king's ſhip in quality 
of a ſurgeon's mate, where you will certainly ſee a great 
deal of practice, and ſtand a good chance of getting 
Vor. I. : 0» | 
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prize-money.” I laid hold of this declaration, which 1 
had long wiſhed for, and aſſured him I would follow his 
advice with pleaſure, if it was in my power ; but that it 
was impoſſible for me to embrace an opportunity of that 
kind, as I had no friend to advance a little money to 
ſupply me with what neceſſaries I ſhould want, and de- 
fray the expences of my journey to London. He told 


me, that few neceſſaries were required; and as for the 


expence of my journey, he would lend me money, ſuffi- 
cient not only for that purpoſe, but alſo to maintain me 
comfortably in London, until I ſhould procure a warrant 
for my proviſion on board of ſome ſhip. I gave him a 
thouſand thanks for his obliging offer (although I was 
very well appriſed of his motive, which was no other 


than a deſign to lay the baſtard to my charge, after my 


departure); and accordingly ſet out in a few weeks for 
London, my whole fortune conſiſting of one ſuit of 
cloaths, half a dozen of ruffled ſhirts, as many plain, 


two pair of worſted, and a like number of thread ſtock- 


ings, a caſe of pocket inſtruments, a ſmall edition of 
Horace, Wiſeman's Surgery, and ten guineas in caſh, 
for which Crab took my bond, bearing five per cent. 
intereſt ; at the ſame time gave me a letter to the mem 
ber of parliament for our town, which, he ſaid, would 
do my buſineſs effectually. | 


CHAP'TER: VIE: 


. 4 arrive at Newcaſtle—meet with my old ſchool-fellow 


Strap—we determine to walk together to London—/ſet 
out on our journey—put up at a ſolitary ale-houſe—are di- 
fiurbed by a ſtrange adventure in the night. 


1 is no ſuch convenience as a waggon in this 

country, and my finances were too weak to ſup- 
port the expence of hiring a horſe; I determined there- 
fore to ſet out with the carriers, who tranſport goods 
from one place to another on horſeback; and this ſcheme 
I accordingly put in execution on the firſt day of No- 
vember 1739, fitting upon a pack-ſaddle between two 
baſkets, one of which contained my goods in a knap- 
fack. But, by the time we arrived at Newcaſtle upon 
Tyne, I was fo fatigued with the tediouſneſs of the car- 
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riage, and benumbed with the coldneſs of the weather, 
that I reſolved to travel the reſt of my journey on foot, 
rather than proceed in fuch a diſagreeable manner. 855 

THe. hoſtler of the inn at which we put up, under- 
ſtanding I was bound for London, adviſed me to take 
my pafage in a collier, whick would be both cheap and 
expeditious, and withal much eaſter than to walk up- 
wards of three hundred miles through deep roads in the - 
winter time; a journey which, he believed, T had not 
{ſtrength enough to perform. I was almoſt perſnaded to 
take his advice, when, one day, ſtepping into a barber's 
ſhop to be ſhaved, the young man, while he lathered 
my face, accoſted me thus: „ Sir, I preſume you are a 
Scotchman.” I anſwered in the affirmative. “ Pray 
(continued he) from what part of Scotland?“ I no 
ſooner told him, than he diſcovered great emotion, and 
not confining his operation to my chin and upper lip, 
beſmeared my whole face with great agitation. I was ſo 
offended at this profuſion, that, ſtarting up, I aſked him - 
what the d—| he meant by uſing me fo ? He begged 
pardon, telling me his joy at meeting with a country- 
man had occafioned ſome confuſion in him; and craved 
my name. But when I declared my name was Ran- 
dom, he exclaimed in a rapture, « How ! Rory Ran- 
dom?“ The fame, I replied, looking at him, with aſto- 
niſhment. „ What, cried he, don't vou know your old 
ſchool- fellow, Hugh Strap?“ At that inſtant, recollect- 
ing his face, I flew into his arms, and, in the tranſport 
of my joy, gave him back one half of the ſuds he had 
ſo laviſhly beſtowed on my countenance; ſo that we 
made a very ludicrous appearance, and furniſhed a great 
deal of mirth for his maſter and ſhop-mates, who were 
witneſſes of this ſcene. When our mutual careſſes were 
over, I fat down again to be ſhaved ; but the poor fel- 
low's nerves were ſo diſcompoſed by this unexpected 
meeting, that his hand could ſcarcely hold the razor, 
with which (nevertheleſs) he found means to cut me in 
three places, in as many ſtrokes. His maſter, perceiving 
his diforder, bade another ſupply his place, and, after 
the operation was performed, gave Strap leave to pais 


the reſt of the day with me. We retired immediately to. 


my lodgings, where — for ſome beer, I deſired to 
: 3 2 | 
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be informed of his adventures, which contained no- 
thing more, than that his maſter dying before his time 
was out, he had come to Newcaſtle about a year ago, 
in expectation of journey-work, along with three young 
fellows of his acquaintance who worked in the keels ; 
that he had the good fortune of being employed by a 
very civil maſter, with whom he intended to ſtay till the 
ſpring, at which time he propoſed to go to London, 
where. he did not doubt of finding encouragement. 
When I communicated to him my ſituation and deſign, 
he did not approve of my taking a paſſage by ſea, by 
reaſon of the danger of a winter voyage, which is very 
hazardous along that coaſt, as well as the precariouſneſs 
of the wind, which might poſſibly detain me a great 
while, to the no ſmall detriment of my fortune : Where- 
as, if I would venture by land, he would bear me com- 
pany, carry my baggage all the way, and, if we ſhould 
be fatigued before we could perform the Journey, it 
would be no hard matter for us to find on the road either 
returning horſes or waggons,. of which we might take 
the advantage for a very trifling expence. I was ſo ra- 
viſhed at this propoſal, that I embraced him affectionate- 
ly, and aſſured him he might command my purſe to the 
laſt farthing: But he gave me to underſtand, he had 
ſaved money ſufficient to anſwer his own occaſions 3 
and that he had a friend in London, who would ſoon 
introduce him into buſineſs in that cpital, and might 
poſlibly have it in his power to ſerve me allo. 

HavinG concerted the plan and ſettled our affairs 
that night, we departed next morning by day-break, 
armed with a good cudgel each (my companion being 
charged with the furniture of us both, crammed into 
one knapſack), and our money ſewed between the lining 
and waiſtband of our breeches, except ſome looſe ſilver 
for our immediate expence on the road. We travelled 
all day at a round pace, but, being ignorant of the pro- 
per ſtages, were benighted at a good diſtance from any 
inn, ſo that we were compelled to take up our lodging 
at a ſmall hedge ale-houſe, that ſtood on a by-road, a- 
bout half a mile from the highway : There we found à 
pedlar of our own country, in whoſe company we rega- 
led ourſelves with bacon and eggs, and a glaſs of good 
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ale, before a comfortable fire, converſing all the while 
very ſociably with the landlord and his daughter, an 
hale buxom laſs, who entertained us with great good 
humour, and in whoſe affection I was vain enough to 
believe I had made ſome progreſs. About eight o'clock, 

we were all three, at our own deſire, ſhewn into an 
apartment, furniſhed with two beds, in one of which 
Strap and I betook ourſelves to reſt, and the pedlar oc- 
cupied the other, though not before he had prayed a 
conſiderable time extempore, ſearched into every corner 
of the room, and faſtened the door on the infide with a 
ſtrong iron ſcrew, which he carried about with him for 
that uſe. I flept very found till midnight, when I was 

diſturbed by a violent motion of the bed, which ſhook 
under me with a continual tremor. Alarmed at this 
phænomenon, I jogged my companion, whom, to my 
no ſmall amazement, I found drenched in ſweat, and 
quaking through every limb; he told me, with a low 
faultering voice, that we were undone; for there was a 
bloody highwayman loaded with piſtols in the next 
room; then bidding me make as little noiſe as poſſible, 
he directed me to a ſmall chink in the board partition, 
through which I could ſee a thick-ſet brawny fellow, 
with a fierce countenance, fitting at a table with our 
young landlady, having a bottle of ale and a brace of 
Piſtols before him. I liſtened with great attention, and 
heard him ſay in a terrible tone, «© D—n that ſon of a 
bitch Smack the coachman [he has ſerved me a fine 
trick, indeed but d tion ſeize me, if I don't make 
him repent it !—PFIl teach the ſcoundrel to give intelli- 
gence to others, while he is under articles with me.“ 
Our landlady endeavoured to appeaſe this exaſperated 
robber, by ſaying he might be miſtaken in Smack, who 
perhaps kept no correſpondence with the other gentle- 
man that robbed his coach; and that, if an accident had 
diſappointed him to-day, he might ſoon find opportu- 
nities enough to atone for his loſt trouble.“ II tell 
thee what, my dear Bett (replied he), I never had, nor 


ever will, while my name is Rifle, have ſuch a glorious 


booty as I miſſed to-day.—Z—nds ! there was four hun- 
dred pounds in caſh to recruit men for the king's ſer- 
vice, beſides the jewels, watches, ſwords, and money be- 
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longing to the paſſengers ;—had it been my fortune to 
have got clear off with ſo much treafure, I would have 
purchaſed a commiſſion in the army, and made you an 
officer's lady, you jade, I would.“ * Well, well (cries 
Betty), we muſt truſt to Providence for that; but did 
you find nothing worth taking, which efcaped the other 
gentleman of the road?“ Not much, faith (ſaid the 
lover), I gleaned a few things, ſuch as a pair of pops, ſilver 
mounted (here they are), I took them loaded from the 
captain who had the charge of the money, together with 
a gold watch, which he had concealed in his breeches, 
I likewiſe found ten Portugal pieces in the ſhoes of a 
quaker, whom the ſpirit moved to revile me with great 
bitterneſs and devotion : But what I value myſelf moſtly 
for, is this here purchaſe, a gold ſnuff-box, my girl, with 
a picture on the inſide of the lid; which I untied out of 
the tail of a pretty lady's ſmock. » Here, as the devil 
would have it, the pedlar ſnored ſo loud, that the high- 
wayman ſnatching his piſtols, ſtarted up, crying,“ Hell 
and d—n—n! I am betrayed; who's that in the next 
room?“ Mrs Betty told him, he need not be uneaſy; 
there were only three poor wearied travellers, who, 
miſſing the road, had taken up their lodging in the 
houſe, and were aſleep long ago. „ Travellers! (ſays 
he), ſpies, you b—ch! but no matter TI ſend them 
all to hell in an inſtant.” He accordingly ran towards our 
door; when his fweetheart interpoſing, aſſured him, there 
was only a couple of poor young Scotchmen, who were 
too raw and ignorant to give him the leaſt cauſe of ſu- 
ſpicion ; and the third was a preſbyterian pedlar of the 
{ame nation, who had often lodged in the houſe before. 
This declaration ſatisfied the thief, who ſwore he was 
glad there was a pedlar, for he wanted ſome linen. 
Then, in a jovial manner, he put about the glaſs, ming- 
ling his diſcourſe to Betty, with careſſes and familiarities 
that ſpoke him very happy in his amours. During that 
part of the converſation which regarded us, Strap had 
crept under the bed, where he lay in the agonies of fear; 
ſo that it was with great difficulty I perſuaded him our 
danger was over, and prevailed on him to wake the pedlar, 
and inform him of what he had ſeen and heard. This 
itinerant merchant no ſooner felt ſomebody ſhaking 


— 
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him by the ſhoulder, than he ſtarted up, calling as loud 
as he could, “Thieves, thieves! Lord have mercy on 
us!” And Rifle, alarmed at this exclamation, jumped 
up, cocked one of his piſtols, and turned towards the 
door, to kill the firſt man who ſhould enter; for he 
verily believed himſelf beſet z when his dulcinea, after 
an immoderate fit of laughter, perſuaded him, that the 
poor pedlar, dreaming of thieves, had only cried out in 
his ſleep. Meanwhile my comrade had undeceived our 
fellow lodger, and informed him of his reaſon for diſ- 
turbing him; upon which, getting up ſoftly, he peeped 
through the hole, and was ſo terrified with what he 
ſaw, that, falling down on his bare knees, he put up a 
long petition to Heaven, to deliver him from the hands 
of that ruffian, and promiſed never to defraud a cuſtomer 
for the future of the value of a pin's point, provided he 

might be reſcued from the preſent danger. Whether 
or not his diſburdening his conſcience afforded him any 
eaſe, I know not; but he ſlipped into bed again, and 
lay very quiet until. the robber and his miſtreſs were 
aſleep, and ſnored in concert; then, rifing ſoftly, he un- 
tied a rope that was round his pack, which making faſt 
to one end of it, he opened the window with as little 
noiſe as poſſible, and lowered his goods into the yard 
with great dexterity; then he moved gently to our bed- 
ſide, and bade us farewell, telling us, that, as we ran no 
riſk, we might take our reſt with great confidence, and 
in the morning aſſure the landlord that we knew no- 
thing of his eſcape; and, laſtly, ſhaking us by the 
hands, and wiſhiflg us all manner of ſucceſs, he let him- 
ſelf qrop from the window without any danger, for the 
ground was not above a yard from his feet as he hung 
on the outſide. Although I did not think proper to 
accompany him in his flight, I was not at all free from 
apprehenſion, when I reflected on what might be the 
effect of the highwayman's diſappointment, as he cer- 
tainly intemled to make free with the pedlar's ware. 
Neither was my companion at more eaſe in his mind 
but, on the contrary, ſo poſſeſſed with the dreadful idea 
of Rifle, that he ſolicited me ſtrongly to follow our 
countryman's example, and ſo elude the fatal reſent- 
ment of that terrible adventurer, who would certainly 
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wreak his vengeance on us, as accomplices of the ped- 
lar's elopement. But I repreſented to him the danger 
of giving Rifle cauſe to think we knew his profeſſion, 
and ſuggeſted, that, if ever he ſhould meet us again on 
the road, he would look upon us as dangerous acquaint- 
ance, and find it his intereſt to put us out of the way. 
I told him withal my confidence in Betty's good na- 
ture; in which he acquieſced, and, during the remain- 
ing part of the night, we concerted a proper method of 
behaviour, to render us unſuſpected in the morning. 

IT was no ſooner day, than Betty, entering our cham- 
ber, and perceiving our window open, cried out, Ods 
bobs! ſure you Scotchmen muſt have hot conſtitutions 
to lie all night with the window open, in ſuch cold 
weather.” I feigned to ſtart out of ſleep, and, with- 
drawing the curtain, called, „ What's the matter?“ 
When ſhe ſhewed me, I affected ſurpriſe, and ſaid, 
« Bleſs me! the window was ſhut when weNyent to 
bed.“ „ PII be hanged (faid ſhe), if Sawny Waqdle the 
pedlar has not got up in a dream and donę it, for I 
heard him very obſtropulous in his ſleep.— Sure I put a 
chamber-pot under his bed.” With theſe words ſhe 
advanced to the bed in which he lay, and finding the 
Meets cold, exclaimed, Good lack a daiſy ! the rogue 
is fled PP « Fled (cried I, with feigned amazement), 
God forbid !—Sure he has not robbed us.” Then 
ſpringing up, I laid hold of my breeches, and emptied 
all my looſe money into my hand; which having rec- 

koned, I ſaid, „Heaven be praiſed, our money is all 
fafe :—Strap, look to the knapſack.” He did ſo, and 
found all was right. Upon which we aſked, with ſeem- 
ing concern, if he had ſtole nothing belonging to the 
houſe ? « No, no (replied the), he has ſtolen nothing 
but his reckoning ;” which, it ſeems, this pious pedlar 
had forgot to diſcharge, in the midſt of his devotion. 
Betty, after a moment's x hy withdrew; and imme- 
diately we could hear her waken Rifle, who no ſooner 
heard of Waddle's flight, than he jumped out of bed, 
d dreſſed, venting a thouſand execrations, and vow- 
ing to murder the pedlar, if ever he ſhould ſet eyes 
on him again: „ For (ſaid he) the ſcoundrel has by 
this time raiſed the fue and cry againſt me.” Having 
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dreſſed himſelf in a hurry, he mounted his horſe; and 
for that time rid us of his company, and a thouſand 
fears that were the conſequence of it. While we were 
at breakfaſt, Betty endeavoured, by all the cunning ſhe 
was miſtreſs of, to learn whether or no we ſuſpected our 
fellow-lodger, whom we ſaw. take horſe; but as we were 
on our guard, we anſwered her fly queſtions with a ſim- 
plicity the could not diſtruſt ; when, all of a ſudden, we 
heard the trampling of a horſe's feet at the door. This 
noiſe alarmed Strap ſo much, whoſe imagination was 
wholly engrofſed by the image of Rifle, that, with a 
countenance as pale as milk, he cried, « O Lord! there's 
the highwayman returned !” Our landlady ſtaring at 
theſe words, ſaid, * What highwayman, young man? 
Do you think any highwaymen harbour here ?” Though 
I was very much cre at this piece of indiſcre- 
tion in Strap, I had preſence of mind enough to tell her, 
we had met a horſeman the day before, whom Strap had 
fooliſhly ſuppoſed to be a highwayman, becauſe he rode 
with piſtols; and that he had been terrified at the ſound 
of a horſe's feet ever ſince. She forced a {mile at the 
ignorance and timidity of my comrade; but I could 
perceive (not without great concern) that this account 
was not at all ſatisfactory to her. | 


+ CHAPTEE IX 


Me proceed on our journey—are overtaken by an highway= 
man, who fires at Strap, is prevented from ſhooting me 
by a company of horſemen, who ride in purſuit of him.— 
Strap is put to bed at an inn.—Adventures at that inn. 

FTER having paid our ſcore, and taken leaye of 

our hoſteſs, who embraced me tenderly at parting, 

we proceeded on our journey, bleſſing ourſelves that we 
had come off ſo well. We had not walked above five 
miles, when we obſerved a mam on horſeback galloping 
after us, whom we in a ſhort time recognized to be no 
other than this formidable hero who had already given 
us ſo much vexation. He ſtopped hard by me, and 
aſked if I knew who he was? My aſtoniſhment had dif- 
concerted me ſo much, that I did not hear his queſtion, 
which he repeated with a volley of oaths and threats; 

VoL. I. | G 
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but J remained as mate as before. Strap ſeeing my 
diſcompoſure, fell upon his knees in the mud, utterin 
| with a lamentable voice, theſe words : « For Ch—ſt's 
| fake, have mercy upon us, Mr Rifle, —we know you very 
well.” „ Oho! (cried the thief), you do. but you 
never ſhall be evidence againſt me in this world, you 
dog!” So ſaying, he drew a piſtol, and fired it at the 
unfortunate ſhaver, who fell flat upon the ground, with- 
£ out ſpeaking one word. My comrade's fate, and my 
| own ſituation, rivetted me to the place where I ſtood, de- 
prived of all ſenſe and reflection; ſo that I did not make 
the leaft attempt either to xun away, or deprecate the 
wrath of this barbarian, who ſnapped a ſecond piſtol at 
me; but before he had time to prime again, perceivin 
a company of horſemen coming up, he rode off, and left 
me ſtanding motionleſs as a ſtatue, in which poſture I 
was found by thoſe whoſe appearance had faved my 
life. This company conſiſted of three men in livery, 
„ well armed, with an officer, who (as T afterwards learn- 
ec) was the perſon from whom Rifle had taken the 
pocket piſtols the day before; and who, making known 
his misfortune to a nobleman he met on the road, and 
aſſuring him his nonreſiſtance was altogether owing to 
his conſideration for the ladies in the coh, procured 
the aſſiſtance of his lordſhip's ſervants to go in queſt of 
the plunderer. This holiday captain ſcampered up to 
me with great addreſs, and afſked who fired the piſtol # | 
. which he had heard. As I had not yet recovered my 
reaſon, he, before I could anſwer, obſerved a body lying 
on the ground: At which fight his colour changed, and 
he pronqunced with a fanltering tongue, „“ Gentlemen, 
here's murder committed! Let us alight.” „ No, no, 
(faid one of his followers), let us rather purſue the mur- 
derer. Which way went he, young man?“ By this 
time I had recollected myſelf fo far as to tell them, that 
he could not be a quarter of a mile before; and. to beg 
4 | jor we of them to faſſiſt me in conveying the corpſe 
of my*friend to the next houſe, in order to its being 
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4 8 The captain, foreſeeing, that, in caſe he 
ſhould purſue, he muſt ſoon come to action, began to 
curb his horſe, and give him the ſpur at the ſame time, 
which treatment making the creature rear up and fnort, 
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ke called out, his horſe was frightened, and would not 
proceed; at the ſame time wheeling him round and 
roynd, ſtroaking his neck, whiſtling and wheedling him 
with SSirrah, Sirrah, gently, gently, &c.”—« Z——ds ! 
{cried one of the ſervants) ſure my Lord's Sorrel is not 
reſty l With theſe words, he beſtowed a laſh on his 
buttocks, and Sorrel diſdaining the rein, ſprung forward 
with the captain at a pace that would have ſoon brought 
him up with the robber, had not the girth (happily for 
him) given way, by which means he landed in the dirt ; 
and two of his attendants continued their purſuit, with- 
out minding his ſituation. Mean while, one of the three 
who remained at my deſire, turning the body of Strap, 
in. order to ſee the wound which had killed him, found 
him ſtill warm, and breathing; upon which I imme- 
diately let him blood, and ſaw him, with inexpreſſible 
Joy, recover; he having received no other wound than 
what his fear had inflicted. Having raiſed him upon his 
legs, we walked together to an inn, about half a mile 
irom the place, where Strap, who was not quite recover- 
ed, went to bed; and, in a little time, Ne third ſervant 
returned with the captain's horſe and furniture, leaving 
him to crawl after as well as he could. This gentleman 
of the ſword, upon his arrival, complained grievoully 
of the bruiſe occaſioned by his fall; and, on the recom- 
mendation of the ſervant, who warranted my ability, I 
was employed to bleed him, for which ſervice he rewar{- 
ed me with half a crown, | » 
THE time between this eyent and dinner, I paſſed in 
obſerving a game at cards between two farmers, an ex- 
ciſeman, and a young fellow in a ruſty gown and caſſock, 
who, as I afterwards underſtood, was curate of a neigh- 
bduring pariſh, It was eaſy to perccive, that the match 
was not equal; and that the two farmers, who were 
partners, had to do with a couple of ſharpers, who ſtript 
them of all their caſh in a very ſhort time. But what 
ſurpriſed me very much, was to hear this clergyman re- 
_ ply to one of the countrymen who ſeemed to ſuſpect 
foul play, in theſe words: «© D—n me, friend, d'ye 
queſtion my honour ? -I did not at all wonder to find 
a cheat in canonicals, this being a character frequent in 
my own county# ; but I was ſcandalized at the indecen- 
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y 105 his behaviour, which appeared in the oaths he 
| = and the baudy ſongs which he ſung. At laſt, to 
make amends, in ſome ſort, for the damage he had done 
to the unwary boors, he pulled out a fiddle from the 
lining of his gown, and, promifing to treat them at _ | 
ner, began to play moſt melodiouſly, ſinging in conce 
all the while. This good humour of the parſon inſpired 
p the company with ſo much glee, that the, farmers ſoon 
forgot their loſſes, and all preſent went to dancing in 
the yard, While we were agreeably amuſed in this man- 
ner, our muſician ſpying a horſeman riding towards the 
inn, ſtopt all of a ſudden, crying out, Gad ſp ! gentle- 
men, I beg your pardon ; there's our dog x doctor 
coming into the inn.” He immediately concealed his 
inſtrument, and ran towards the gate, where he took 
hold of the vicar's bridle, and helped him off, enquiring 
very cordially into the ſtate of his health. This roſy ſon 
of the church (who might be about the age of fifty) ha- 
ving alighted, and entruſted the curate with his horſe, 
ſtalked with great ſolemnity into the kitchen, where, 
ſitting down by the fire, he called for à bottle of ale and 
a pipe; ſcarce deigning an anſwer to the ſubmiſſive 
queſtions of thoſe who enquired about the welfare of his 
family. While he indulged himſelf in this ſtate, amidſt 
a profound ſilence, the curate approaching him with 
great reverence, aſked if he would not be pleaſed to ho- 
nour us with his company at dinner? To which inter- 
rogation he anſwered in the negative, ſaying, he had 
been to viſit Squire Bumpkin, who had drank himſelf 
into a high fever at the laſt aſſizes; and that he had, 
on leaving his own houſe, told Betty he ſhould dine at 
home. Accordingly, when he had made an end of his 
bottle and pipe, 2 roſe, and moved, with prelatical 
dignity, to the door, where his journeyman ſtood ready 
with his nag. He had no ſooner mounted, than the fa- 
cetious curate coming into the kitchen, held forth in 
this manner: There the old raſcal goes, and the d—I 
go with him.—You ſee how the world wags, gentlemen. 
By Gad, this rogue of a vicar does not deſerve to live; 
and yet be has two livings worth 4ool. per annum, while 
poor I am fain to do all his drudgery, and ride twenty 
: miles every Sunday to preach, for what ? why, truly, 
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for Link a-year. I ſcorn to boaſt of my own qualifica- 
tions; but comparj ons are odious. I {hould be glad 
to know how this#iwag-bellied doctor deſerves to be 
more at eaſe than me. He can loll in his elbow chair 
at home, indulge himſelf in the beſt of victuals and wine, 

and enjoy the converſation of yy » by houſekeeper. 
You underſtand me, gentlemen. - Betty is the doctor's 
poor kinſwoman, and a pretty girl ſhe is; but no mat- 
ter for that: —ay, and a dutiful girl to her parents, 
whom ſhe viſits regularly every year, though J muſt 
own, I could never learn in what county they live. 
My ſervice t'ye, gentlemen.” By this time dinner being 
ready, I waked my companion, and we ate all together 
with great cheerfulneſs. When our meal was ended, 
and every man's- ſhare of the reckoning adjuſted, the ; 
curate went out on pretence of fome neceſſary occaſion, 
and mounting his horſe, left the two farmers to ſatisfy 
the hoſt in the beſt manner they could. We were no 
ſooner informed of this piece of fineſſe, than the exciſe- 
man, who had been ſilent hitherto, began to open with 
a malicious prin : Ay, ay, this is an old trick of Shuffle: 
I could not help ſmiling when he talked of treating. 
"You muſt know this is a very curious fellow. He pick- 
ed up ſome ſeraps of learning while he ſerved young 
Lord Trifle at the univerſity. But what he moſt excels 
in is pumping. No man knows his talents better than I; 
for I was valet de chambre to Squjre Tattle, an intimate 
companion of Shuffle's lord. He got himſelf into a 
ſcrape, by pawning ſome of his Lordſhip's cloaths, on 
which account he was turned away; but, as he was ac- 
quainted with ſome particular circumſtances of my 
Lord's conduct, he did not care to exaſperate him too 
much, and ſo made intereſt for his receiving orders, and 
| afterwards recommended him to the curacy which he 
now -njoys. However, the fellow cannot be too much 
admired for his dexterity in making a comfortable live- 
lihood, in ſpite of Tuch a ſmall allowance. You hear 
he plays a good ſtick, and is really diverting company. 
Theſe qualifications make him agreeable wherever he 
goes; and, as for playing at cards, there is not a man 
within three counties a match for him: The truth is, 
he is a damnable cheat; and can ſhift a card with ſuch 
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—addreſs, that it is impoſſible to diſcover him.“ Here 
he was interrupted by one of the farmers, who aſked 
why he had not juſtice enough to acquaint them with 
theſe particulars before they engaged in play? The ex- 
ciſeman replied, without any heſitation, that it was none 
of his buſineſs to intermeddle between man and man; 
| beſides, he did not know they were ignorant of Shuttles 
| character, which was notorious to ou whole country. 
| | 
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This did not fatisfy the other, who taxed him with a- 
betting and aſſfiſting the curate's knavery, and inſiſted 

; on having his ſhare of the winnings returned; this de- N 

[ mand the exciſeman as poſitively refuſed, affirming, that 
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whatſoever ſlights Shuffle might practiſe on other occa- 

ions, he was very certain, that he had played on the 
ſquare with them, and would anſwer it before any bench 
in Chriſtendom ; fo ſaying, he got up, and, having paid 
his reckoning, ſme eaked off. The landlord thruſting his 
neck into the 2 to ſee if he was gone, ſhook his 
head, ſaying, « Ah | Lord help us! if every ſinner was / 
to have his deſerts, —Well, we victuallers muſt not diſ- 
oblige the exciſemen.— But I know what: — If Parſon. 
Shuffle and he were weighed together, a ſtraw thrown 
into either ſcale would make the balance kick the beam. 
— But, maſters, this is under the roſe,” continued Bo- 
niface, with a whiſper. | | 
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CHAPTER X. 


The highwayman is taken—ae are detained as evidence a- 
gainſt hun—proceed to the next village—he eſcapes b 
arrive at another inn, where we go to bed—in the night 
we are awaked by a dreadful adventure next night 


_ wwe lodge at the houſe 42 ee treatment 
there. | 
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Sar and I were 3 to depart on our journey, a 
PI when we perceived a croud on the road coming to- 
wards us, fhouting and hallooing all the way. As it 
approached, we could diſcern a man on horſeback in 
the middle, with his hands tied behind him, whom ve 
ſoon knew to be Rifle. This highwayman not being ſo 
well mounted as the two ſervants who went in purſuit of 


him, was ſoon overtaken, and, after having diſcharged 
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his piſtols, made priſoner' without any further oppoſi- 
tion. They were carrying him in triumph, amidſt the F 
acclamations of the country people, to a juſtice of peace YA 
in a neighbouring village, but ſtopt at our inn to join | 
their companion, and take. refreſhment. When Rifle 1 
was diſmounted, and placed in the yard, within a circle 1 
of peaſants armed with pitchforks, | as amazed to ſee 
what a pitiful dejected fellow he now appeared, who had 
but a few hours before filled me with ſuch terror and. 
confuſion. My companion was ſo much encouraged by 
this alteration in his appearance, that, going up to the 
thief, he preſented his clenched fiſts to his noſe, and 
declared, he would either cudgel or box with the pri- 
ſoner for a guinea, which he immediately produced, and 
began to ſtrip, but was diſſuaded from this adventure 
by me, who repreſented to him the folly of the under- 
taking, as Rifie was now in the hands of juſtice, which 
would, no doubt, give us all ſatisfaction enough. But 
what made me repent of our impertinent curioſity, was 
our being detained by the captors as evidence againſt * 
him, when we were juſt going to ſet forward. However, * 
there was no remedy ; we were obliged to comply ; and 
accordingly joined in the cavalcade, which luckily too 
the ſame road that we had propoſed to follow. About 
the twilight we arrived at the place of our deſtination 
but, as the juſtice was gone to viſit a gentleman in the 
countrxa with whom (we underſtood) he would probably 
ſtay all night, the robber was confined in an empty gar- 
ret three ftories high, from which it ſeemed impoſſible 
ſor him to eſcape. This, nevertheleſs, was the caſe ; for 
next morning, when they went up ſtairs to bring him be- 
fore the juſtice, the bird was flown, having got out at 
the window upon the roof, from whence he continued 
his rout along the tops of the adjoining houſes, and en- 
tered another garret window, where he ſkulked until 
the family were aſleep, at which time he ventured down 
ſtairs, and let himſelf out by the ſtreet door, which was 
found open. This event was a great diſappointment to 
thoſe that apprehended him, who were fluſhed with 
hopes of the reward ; but gave me great joy, as I was 
permitted now to continue my journey without any fur- 
ther moleſtation. Reſolving to make up for the ſmall 
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progreſs we had hitherto made, we this day travelled 
with great vigour, and before night 8 a market 
town, twenty miles from the place froͤm whence we ſet 
out in the morning, without meeting any adventure 
worth notice. Here having taken up our lodging at an 
inn, I found myſelf ſo fatigued, that I began to deſpair 
of performing our journey on foot, and deſired Strap to 
enquire if there were any waggon, return-horſes, or 
other cheap carriage in this place, to depart for London 
next day. He was informed, that the waggon from 
Newcaſtle to London had halted here two nights ago; 
and that it would be an eaſy matter to overtake it, if not 
the next day, at fartheſt the day after the next. This 
piece of news gave us ſome ſatisfaction ; and, after ha- 
ving made a hearty ſupper on haſhed mutton, we were 
ſhewn to our room, which contained two beds, the one 
allotted for us, and the other for a very honeſt gentle- 
man, who, we were told, was then drinking below. 
Though, we could have very well diſpenſed with his com- 
pany, we were glad to ſubmit to- this diſpoſition, as there 
was not another bed empty in the houſe ;z and accord- 
ingly went to reſt, after having ſecured our baggage un- 
der the bolſter. About two or three o'clock in the morn- 
ing, I was waked out of. a very profound fleep, by a 
dreadful noiſe in the chamber, which did not fail to 
throw me into an agony of conſternation, when I heard 
theſe words pronounced with a terrible voice: „ Blood 
and wounds ! run the halbert into the guts of him that's 
next you, and I'll blow the other's brains out Preſently.” 
This dreadful ſalutation had no ſooner reached the ears 
of Strap, than ſtarting out of bed, he ran againſt ſome 
body in the dark, and overturned him in an inſtant ; at 
the ſame time bawling out, © Fire! murder! fire!” a 
which in a moment alarmed the whole houſe, nd 
filled our chamber with a croud of naked people. When 
lights were brought, the occaſion of all this diſturbance 
ſoon appeared; which was no other than our fellow- 
lodger, whom we found lying on the floor ſcratching 
his head, with a look teſtifying the utmoſt aſtoniſhment 
at the concourſe of apparitions that ſurrounded him. — 
This honeſt gentleman was, it ſeems, a recruiting ſer- 
jeant, who, having liſted two country fellows over night, 
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dreamed they had mutinied, and threatened to murder 
him and the drummer who 2 along with him. This 
made ſuch an impreſſion on his imagination, that he got 
up in his ſleep, and expreſſed himſelf as above. When 
our apprehenſion of danger vaniſhed, the company be- 
held one another with great ſurpriſe and mirth; but 
what attracted the notice of every one, was our landla- 
dy, with nothing on her but her ſhift, and a large pair 
of buckſkin breeches, with the backſide before, which 
ſhe had ſlipt on in the hurry, and her huſband, with her 
petticoat about his ſhoulders: One had wrapt himſelf in 
a blanket, another was covered with a ſheet, and the 
drummer, who had given his only ſhirt to be waſhed, ap- 
peared in cuerpo, with the bolſter rolled about his middle. 
When this affair was diſcuſſed, every body retired to his 
own apartment, the ſerjeant, {lipt into bed, and my com- 
panion and I ſlept without any further diſturbance till 
morning chen we got up, went to breakfaſt, paid our 
reckoning, and ſet forward, in expectation of overtaking 
the waggon; in which hope, however, we were diſap- 
pointed for that day. As we exerted ourſelves more 
than uſual, I found myſelf quite ſpent with fatigue, when 
we entered a ſmall village in the twilight. We enquired 
for a public houſe, and were directed to one of a very 
ſorry appearance. At our entrance, the landlord, who 
ſeemed to be a venerable.old man, with long grey hair, 
roſe from a table placed by a large fire in a very neat 
paved kitchen, and, with a cheerful countenance, ac- 
coſted us in theſe words: « Salvete, pueri, ingredimin.” 
I was not a little pleaſed to hear our hoſt ſpeak Latin, 
becauſe I was in hope of recommending myſelf to him 
by my knowledge in that language; I therefore anſwer- 
ed, without heſitation,. “ Diſſalve frigus, ligna ſuper fo- 
co—large reponens.” I had no ſogner pronounced theſe 
words, than the old gentleman running toward me, 
ſhook me by the hand, crying, «© Fil: mi dilefifſume ! 
unde venis? a ſuperis, ni fallor !“ In ſhort, finding we 
were both read in the claſſics, he did not know how to 
teſtify his. regard enough ; but ordered his daughter, a 
Jolly roſy cheeked damſel, who was his ſole domeſtic, 
to bring us a bottle of his quadrimum, repeating from 


Horace at the ſame time, © Deprome quadrimum fabina, 
Vote bo 
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O Thalarche, merum diota.” This quadrimum was ex- 
cellent ale of his own brewing, of which he told us he 
had always an amphora four years old for the uſe of him- 
ſelf and friends. In the courſe of our converſation, 
which was interlarded with ſcraps of Latin, we under- 
ſtood that this facetious perſon was a ſchoolmaſter, 
whoſe income being ſmall, he was fain to keep a glaſs 
of good liquor for the entertainment of paſſengers, by 
which he made ſhift to make the two ends of the year 
meet. „I am this day, ſaid he, the happieſt old fel- 
low in his Majeſty's dominions. My wife, reſt her ſoul, 
is in heaven. My daughter is to be married next week; 
but the two chief pleaſures of my life are theſe (pointing 
to the bottfe, and a large edition of Horace that lay on 
the table). I am old, tis true, —what then? the more 
reaſon I ſhould enjoy the ſmall ſhare of life that re- 
ww mains, as my friend Flaccus adviſes : «© Tu ne queſeeris 
al { ſcire neſas quem mihi, quem tibi finem du dederint. Carpe 
LIN diem quam minimum credula poftero.” As he was very in- 
el quiſitive about our affairs, we made no ſcruple of ac- 
1 quainting him with our ſituation, which when he had 
p * learned, he enriched us with advices how to behave in 
i | the world, telling us, that he was no ſtranger to the de- 
| 
| 
| 


110 ceits of mankind. In the mean time, he ordered. his 
. daughter to lay a fowl to the fire for ſupper, for he was 

1 reſolved this night to regale his friends—permittens divis 
cætera. While our entertainment was preparing, our 
hoſt recounted the adventures of his own life, which, as 
they contain nothing remarkable, I forbear to rehearſe. 
When we had fared ſumptuouſly, and drank ſeveral 
bottles of his quadrimum, I expreſſed a deſire of going 
to reſt, which was with ſome difficulty complied with, 
after he had informed us, that we ſhould overtake the 
waggon by noon next day; and that there was room e- 
nough in it for half a dozen, for there were only four 
paſſengers as yet in that convenience. Before my com- 
rade and I fell aſleep, we had ſome converſation about 
the good humour of our landlord, which gave Strap ſuch 
an idea of his benevolence, that he poſitively believed 
we ſhould pay nothing for our lodging and entertain- 
ment. „Don't you obſerve, ſaid he, that he has con- 
ceived a particular affection for us; nay, even treated us 
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at ſupper with extraordinary foals to be ſure, we 
ſhould not of ourſelves hv called for ?” J was partly of 
Strap's opinion; but the experience I had of ths mak, 
made me ſuſpend my belief till the morning, when, get- _ 
ting up betimes, we breakfafted with our hoſt and his 
daughter on haſty-pudding and ale, and deſired to know 
what we had to pay. Biddy will let you know, gentle- 
men, ſaid he, for I never mind theſe matters. Money 
matters are beneath the concern of one who lives upon . 
the Horatian plan. d eee quitur cura pecuniam.” 
Mean while, Biddy having conſulted a flate that hung 

in the corner, told us, our reckoning came to 8s. 7d. 

« Eight ſhillings and ſeven pence |! cried Strap; tis im- 
poſſible—you muſt be miſtaken, young woman.” „ Reck- 
on again, child (ſays her father, very deliberately), per- 
haps you have miſcounted.” « No, indeed, father (ſhe 
replied), I know my buſineſs better.” could contain my 
indignation no longer, but ſaid, it was an unconſcion- 
able bill, and demanded to know the particulars ; upon 
which the old man got up, muttering, “ Ay, ay, let us 
ſee the particulars—that's but reaſonable.” And, taking 
pen, ink, and papers wrote the following items : 


To bread and beer | - - 
'To a fowl and ſauſages 

To four bottles quadrim. 

To fire and tobacco - 

To lodging - 


To enn 75 


| 3 

As he had not the appearance of a common publican, 
and had raiſed a ſort ppc of in me by his demean- 
or the preceding night, it was not in my power to up- 
braid him as he deſerved ; therefore I contented myſelf 
with ſaying, I was ſure he did nat learn to be an extor- 
tioner from Horace. He anſwered, I was but a young 
man, and did not know the world, or I would not tax 
him with extortion, whoſe only aim was to live contentus 
parvs, and keep off . eee, pauperies.” My fellow- 
traveller could not ſo eaſily put up with this impoſition 
but ſwore he ſhould _— * CAGE of the money, 
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or go without. While we were engaged in this diſpute, 
I perceived the daughter go out, and, conjecturing the 
occaſion, immediately paid the exorbitant demand, which 
was no ſooner done, than Biddy returned with two ſtout 
fellows, who came in on pretence of taking their morn- 
ing draught ; but in reality to frighten us into compli- 
ance. Juſt as we departed, Strap, who was half diſtract- 
ed on account of this piece of expence, went up to the 

ſchoolmaſter, and, grinning in his face, pronounced 
with great emphaſis, « Semper avarus eget.” To which 
the pedant replied, with a malicious ſmile, Animum 
rege, qui, niſi paret, imperat- | | 


| CHAPTER NI. | 
We deſcry the waggon—get into it arrive at an inn our 
fellow-travellers deſeribed—a miſtake is committed by 
Strap, which produces ſtrange things. 


E travelled half a mile without exchanging one 

word; my thoughts being engroſfed by the 

knavery of the world, to which I muſt be daily expoſed; 
and the contemplation of my finances, which began ſen- 
ſibly to diminiſh. At length Strap, who could hold no 
longer, addreſſed me thus: “ Well, fools and their mo- 
ney are ſoon parted. If my advice had been taken, that 
old ſkin- flint ſhould have been damn'd before he had 
got more than the third of his demand. *Tis a ſure fign 
you came eaſily by your money, when you ſquander it 
away in this manner. Ah, God help you, how many 
briſtly beards muſt I have mowed before I earned four 
ſhillings and three pence halfpenny, which is all thrown 
to the dogs? How many days have I ſat weaving hair, 
till my toes were numbed by the cold, my fingers 
cramp'd, and my noſe as blue as the ſign of the periwig 
that hung over the door ? What the devil was you afraid 
of ? I would have engaged to box with any one of thoſe 
fellows that came in, for a guinea, I'm ſure I have beat 
ſtouter men than either of them.” And indeed my com- 
panion would have fought any body, when his life was 
in no danger; but he had a mortal averſion to fire arms, 
and all inſtruments of death. In order to appeaſe him, 
{ aflured him, no part of this extraordinary expence 


Having walked all day at a great pace, without halting 


for a refreſhment, we deſcried, towards the evening, to 
our inexpreſſible joy, the waggon about a quarter of a 


mile before us; and, by that time we reached it, were 


both of us ſo weary, that, I verily believe, it would have 
been impracticable for us to have walked one mile far- 


ther. We therefore bargained with the driver, whoſe 


name was Joey, to give us a caſt to the next ſtage for a 


ſhilling ; at which place we ſhould meet the maſter of 


the waggon, with whom we might agree for the reſt of 


the journey. - 


AccoRDINGLY, the convenience ſtopt, and Joey ha- 


ving placed the ladder, Strap (being loaded with our 

| baggage) mounted firſt; but, juſt as he was getting in, 
a tremendous voice aſſailed his ears in theſe words: 
«© God's fury | there ſhall no paſſengers come here.” 
The poor ſhaver was ſo diſconcerted at this exclama- 
tion, which both he-and I imagined proceeded from the 


mouth of a giant, that he deſcended with great velocity, 
and a countenance as white as paper. Joey perceiving . 


our aſtoniſhment, called with an arch ſneer, « Waunds, 


Coptain, whay woan't you ſooffer the poor waggoneer 


to meake a penny? Coom, coom, young man, get oop, 


get oop, never moind the coptain—Plſe not afear'd of 
This was not encouragement ſufficient to 
Strap, who could not be prevailed upon to venture up 


the coptain.” 


again; upon which I attempted, though not without a 
quaking heart, when I heard the ſame voice muttering 
like diſtant thunder: “Hell and the devil confound me, 


if I don't make you ſmart for this!“ However, I crept. 


in, and, by accident, got an empty place in the ſtraw, 
which I immediately took poſſeſſion of, without being 
able to diſcern the faces of my fellow-travellers in the 
dark. Strap following with the knapſack on his back, 


chanced to take the other fide, and, by a jolt of the car- 


riage, pitched directly upon the ſtomach of the captain, 
who bellowed out in a moſt dreadful manner: Blood 


and thunder, where's my ſword ?“ At theſe words, my 
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ſhould fall upon his ſhoulders ; at which declaration he 
was affronted, and told me, he would have me to know, 
that, although. he was a poor barber's boy, he had a 
ſoul to ſpend his money with the beſt ſquire of the land. 


a 00 ER > — — 
4 io ents, REY OC — q — — OD „„ © 
— * 3 — — — — —— — = — — — — ww = 


: 54 De ADVENTURES of. 


frighted comrade ſtarted up, and at one ſpring bounced 
againſt me with ſuch force, that I thought he was the 
ſuppoſed ſon of Anak, who intended to preſs me to 
death. In the mean time a female voice cried, „ Bleſs 
me! what is the matter, my dear?“ « The matter, 
replied the captain, « damn my blood! my guts are 
ſqueezed into a pancake, by that Scotchman's hump.“ 
Strap trembling all the while at my back, aſked him 
pardon, and laid the blame of what had happened upon 
the jolting of the waggon; and the woman who ſpoke 
} before, went on: « Ay, ay, my dear, it is our own 
fault, we may thank ourſelves for all the inconveniences 
we meet with. I thank God I never travelled fo before. 
I'm fure, if my Lady or Sir John was to know where 
we are, they would not ſleep this night for vexation. I 
with to God we had writ for the chariot : I know we 
{hall never be forgiven. „ Come, come, my dear (re- 
plied the Captain), it don't ſignify fretting now—we ſhall 
laugh it over as a frolic—I hope you will not fuffer in 
your health. I ſhall make my Lord very merry with our 
adventures in the Diligence.” This diſcourſe gave me 
ſuch a high notion of the captain and his lady, that 1 
durſt not venture to join in the converſation: But im- 
mediately after, another female voice began ;—« Some 
people give themſelves a great many needleſs airs better 
folks than any here have travelled in waggons before 
now. Some of us have rode in coaches and chariots 
with three footmen behind them, without making ſo 
much fuſs about it. What then ? we are now all upon 
a footing ; therefore let's be ſociable and merry. What 
do you ſay, Iſaac ? Is not this a good motion, you Goat» 
ing rogue? Speak, you old cent. per cent. fornicator. 
What deſperate debts are you thinking of? What mort- 
gage are you planning? Well, Ifaac, poſitively you ſhall 
never gain my favour, till you turn over a new leaf, 
grow honeſt, and live like a gentleman. In the mean 
time, give me a kiſs, you old fumbler.” Theſe words, 
accompanied with a hearty ſmack, enlivened the perſon 
to whom they were addreſſed, to ſuch a degree, that he 
cried in a tranſport, though with a faltering voice, 
Ah!] you wanton baggage—upon my credit, you are 
a waggiſh girl, he, he, he.” This laugh 9 a 
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fit of coughing, which almoſt ſuffocated the poor uſurer 
(ſuch, we afterwards found, was the profeſſion of this 
our fellow- traveller). About this time I fell aſleep, and 
enjoyed a comfortable nap till ſuch time as we arrived 
at the inn where we put up. Here, having alighted 
from the waggon, I had an opportunity of viewing the 
paſſengers in order as they entered. The firſt who ap- 
, peared was a briſk airy girl, about twenty years old, with 
a ſilver laced hat on her head, inſtead of a cap, a blue 
ſtuff riding-ſuit trimmed with filver, very much tarniſh- 
ed, and a whip in her hand. After her came limping, 
an old man with a worſted night cap, buttoned under 
his chin, and a broad brimmed hat ſlouched over it, an 
old ruſty blue cloak tied about his neck, under which 
appeared a brown ſurtout, that covered a thread-bare 
coat and waiſtcoat, and, as we afterwards diſcerned, a 
dirty flannel jacket. His eyes were hollow, bleared, 
and gummy; his face was ſhriyelled into a thouſand 
wrinkles, his gums were deſtitute of teeth, his noſe ſharp 
and drooping, his chin peeked and prominent, ſo that, 
when he mumped or ſpoke, they approached one ano- 
ther like a pair of nut- crackers; he ſupported himſelf 
on an 8 cane, and his whole figure was a juſt 
emblem of winter, famine, and avarice. But how was 
J ſurpriſed, when I beheld the formidable captain in the 
; ſhape of a little thin creature, about the age of forty, 
= {witha long withered viſage, very much reſembling that 
: / of a baboon, through the upper part of which two little 
grey eyes peeped : He wore his own hair in a queue that 
reached to his rump, which immoderate length, I ſup- 
poſe, was the occaſion of a baldneſs that appeared on 
the crown of his head, when he deigned to take off his 
hat, which was very much of the ſize and cock of Pi- 
ſtol's. Having laid aſide his great coat, I could not help 
admiring the extraordinary make of this man of war: 
He was about five feet and three inches high, ſixteen 
inches of which went to his face and long ſcraggy neck; 
his thighs were about ſix inches in length, his legs re- 
ſembling ſpindles or drum-ſticks, two feet and an half, 
and his body, which put me in mind of extenſion with- 
out ſubſtance, engrofled the remainder ; ſo that, on the 
whole, he appeared like a ſpider or graſhopper erect, 


„ rr 


56 The ADVENTURES '& 

and was almoſt a vox ef Præterea nibil. His dreſs con- 
ſiſted of a frock of what is called bear- kin, the ſkirts of 
which were ee a foot long, an huſſar waiſtcoat, 
ſcarlet breeches5 reaching halfway down his thighs, wor- 
_ ſed ſtockings, rolled up almoſt to his groin, and ſhoes 
with wooden heels at leaſt two inches high; he carried 
a {word very near as long as himſelf in one hand, and 
with the other conducted his lady, who ſeemed to be a 
woman of his own age, and ſtill retained ſome remains 
of an- agreeable perſon ; but ſo ridiculouſly affected, that, 
had I not been a novice in the world, I might have. ea- 
ſily bee in her the deplorable vanity and ſecond- 
hand airs of a lady's woman. We were all aſſembled in 
the kitchen, when Captain Weazel (for that was his 
name) deſired a room with a fire for himſelf and ſpouſe; 
and told the landlord they would ſup by themſelves. 
The innkeeper replied, that he could not afford them a 
room by themſelves; and, as for ſupping, he had pre- 
pared victuals for the paſſengers i in the waggon, without 
reſpect of perſons; but if he could prevail on the reſt 
to let him have his choice in a ſeparate manner, he 
ſhould be very well pleaſed. This was no ſooner ſaid, 

than all of us declared againſt the propoſal, and Miſs 
Jenny (our other female paſſenger) obſerved, that, if 
Captain Weazel and his Lady had a mind to ſup by them- 
ſelves, they might wait until we ſhould have done. At 
this hint, the Captain put on a martial frown, and look- 
ed very big, without ſpeaking ;' while his yoke-fellow, 
with a diſdainful toſs of her noſe, muttered ſomething 
about Creature !” which Miſs Jenny overhearing, ſtept 
up to her, ſaying, * None of your names, good Mrs 
Abigail ;—creature quotha—Pll aſſure you. No ſuch 
creature as you neither—no ten pound ſneaker—no qua- 
lity coupler.” Here the Captain interpoſed, with a 
« Damme, Madam, what do you mean by that ??— 

Damn you, Sir, who are you? (replied Miſs Jenny) 
Who made you a captain, you pitiful, trencher- ſeraping, 
Pimping curler ?—Sdeath ! the army is come to a fine 
paſs, when ſuch fellows as you get.commiſſions—What, 
I ſuppoſe you think I don't know you ?—Agad, you and 
your helpmate are well met—a caſt-off miſtreſs and a 
bald valet de chambre are well * together.” Blood 
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and wounds ! (cried Weazel I) d'ye queſtion the honour 
of my wife, Madam !—Hell and damnation ! No man in 
England durſt fay fo much. I would flea him—carbo- 
' nado him ! Fury and deſtru&tion ! I would have his li- 
ver for my ſupper.“ So faying, he drew his ſword and 
flouriſhed with it, to the great terror of Strap; while 
Miſs Jenny, ſnapping her fingers, told him, ſhe did not 
value his reſentment a louſe. In the midſt of this quar- 
rel, the maſter of the waggon alighted, who under- 
ſtanding the cauſe of the diſturbance, and fearing the 
Captain and his Lady would take umbrage, tid leave his 
carriage, was at great pains to have every thing made 
up, which he at laſt accompliſhed, and we ſat down to 
ſupper all together. At bedtime we were ſhewn to our 
apartments: The old uſurer, Strap, and I, to one room; 
the Captain, his wife, and Miſs Jenny, to another. A- 
bout midnight, my companion's bowels being diſorder- 
ed, he got up, in-order to go backward; but, in his, 
return, miſtaking one door for another, entered Wea- 
zel's chamber, and, without any heſitation, went to bed 
to his wife, who was faſt aſleep; the Captain being at 
another end of the room, groping for ſome empty veſ- 
{el in lieu of his own chamber-pot, which was leaky : 
As he did not perceive Strap coming in, he went to- 
wards his own 'bed, after having found a convenience 
but no fooner did he feel a rough head, covered with a 
cotton night-cap, than it came into his mind, that he 
had miftaken Miſs Jenny's bed inſtead of his own, and 
that the head he felt was that of ſome” gallant, with 
whom ſhe had made an affignation. Full of this con- 
jecture, and ſcandalized at the proſtitution of his apart- 
ment, he ſnatched up the veſſel he had juſt before fill- 
ed, and emptied it at once onthe aſtoniſhed barber and 
his own wife, who, waking at that inſtant, broke forth 
into lamentable cries, which not only alarmed the huſ- 
band beyond meaſure, but frightened poor Strap almoſt 
out of his ſenſes ; for he verily believed himſelf bewitch- 
cel; eſpecially when the incenſed Captain ſeized him by 
the throat, with a volley of oaths, aſking him how he 
durſt have the prefiimption to attempt the chaſtity of 
his wife. Poor Strap was ſo amazed and confounded, 
that he could fay nothing, but, « I take God to wits 
> 0h» ©. 1 5 
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neſs ſhe's a virgin for me.” Mrs Weazel, enraged to 
find herſelf in ſuch a pickle, through the precipitation 
of her huſband, aroſe in her ſhift, and, with the heel 
of her ſhoe, which ſhe found by the bed-fide, belabour- 
ed the Captain's bald pate, till he roared, “ Murder.” 


6 I'll teach you to empty your ſtink pots on me (cried 
ſhe), you pitiful hopo'my thumb coxcomb. What! I 
warrant you're jealous, you man of lath. Was it for 
this I condeſcended to take you to my bed, you poor 


297 


withered ſapleſs twig ?” The noiſe occaſioned by this 
adventure had brought the maſter of the waggon and 
me to the door, where we overheard all that paſſed with 
great ſatisfaction. In the mean time, we were alarmed 
with the cry of * Rape! Murder! Rape!“ which Mits 
Jenny pronounced with great vociferation.— “ O] you 
vile abominable old villain (faid ſhe), would you rob me 


of my virtue? But I'll be revenged of you, you old goat! 


I will. —Help! for Heaven's ſake ! help !—I ſhall be 
raviſhed—ruined ! help !” Some ſervants of the inn, 
hearing this cry, came running up ſtairs with lights, and 
{ſuch weapons as chance afforded, when we beheld a 
very diverting ſcene. In one corner ſtood the poor Cap- 
tain ſhivering in his ſhirt, which was all torn to rags, 
with a woeful viſage, ſcratched all over by his wife; 
who had by this time wrapped the counterpane about 
her, and fat ſobbing on the fide of her bed. In the o- 
ther end lay the old uſurer ſprawling on Miſs Jenny's 


bed, with his flannel jacket over his ſhirt, and his taw- 
ny meagre limbs expoſed to the air; while ſhe held him 
_ faſt by the two ears, and loaded him with execrations. 


When we aſked what was the matter, ſhe affected to 


weep, told us, ſhe was afraid that wicked rogue had 


ruined her in her fleep, and bade us take notice of 
what we faw, for the intended to make uſe of our evi- 
dence againſt him. The poor wretch looked like one 
more dead than alive, and begged to be releafed ; a fa- 
vour which he had no ſooner obtained, than he proteſt- 
ed ſhe was no woman, but a devil incarnate; that ſhe 
had firſt ſeduced his fleſh to rebel, and then betrayed 
him. « Yes, cockatrice (continued he), you kfiow you 
laid this ſnare for me, but you ſhan't ſucceed, for I will 


hang myſelf before you ſhall get a farthing of me.” $0 


7 
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faying, he crawled to his own bed, groaning all the 
way. We then advanced to the Captain, who told us, 
& Gentlemen, here has been a damn'd miſtake ; but III 
be reveng'd on him who was the occaſion of it. That 
Scotchman who carries the knapſack ſhall not breathe ' 
this vital air another day, if my name be Weazel. My 
dear, I aſk you ten thouſand pardons 3 you are ſenſible 
I could mean no harm to you.”—« I know not what 
you meant (replied ſhe, ſighing), but I know I have got 
enough to ſend me to my grave.” At length they were 
reconciled. The wife was complimented with a ſhare 
of Miſs Jenny's bed (her own being overflowed), and the 
maſter of the waggon invited Weazel to ſleep the re- 
maining part of the night with him. I retired to mine, 
where I found Strap mortally afraid, he having ſtole 
away in the dark, while the Captain a and his Lady were 
at loggerheads. hy 
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CHAPTER XI. 


Captain Weazel challenges Strap, who declines the combat 
—an affair between the Captain and me- the uſurer is 
Jain to give Miſs Jenny froe guineas for a releaſe—aqve 5 
are in danger of loſing a meal—the behaviour of Weazel, 
Fenny, and Foey, on that occaſion an account of Captain 
Weazel and his Lady—the Captain's courage we eee s 
mirth at the Captain's expence. 


EXT morning I agreed to give the maſtes of the 
waggon ten ſhillings for my paſſage to London, 
provided Strap ſhould be allowed to take my place when 
1 ſhould be diſpoſed to walk—At the ſame time I de- 
fired him to appeaſe the incenſed Captain, who had en- 
tered the kitchen with a drawn {word in his. hand, and 
threatened, with many oaths, to ſacrifice the villain 
who attempted to violate his bed; but it was to no pur- 
poſe for the maſter to. explain the miſtake, and aſſure 
him of the poor lad's innocence, who ſtood trembling 4 
behind me all the while: The more ſubmiſſion that ap- 
peared in Strap, the more implacable ſeemed the reſent- 
ment of Weazel, who ſwore he muſt either fight him, 
or he would inſtantly put him to death. I was extreme- 


ly provoked at this inſolence, and told him, it could not 
13 


60 The ADVENTURES # 
be ſuppoſed that a poor barber lad would engage a man 
of the ſword at his own weapon; but I was perſuaded 
he would wreſtle or box with him. To which propo- 

ſal Strap immediately gave aſſent, by ſaying, he would 
box with him for a guinea. Weazel replied, with a look 
of diſdain, that it was beneath any gentleman of his cha- 
racter to fight like a porter, or even to put himſelf on 
a footing, in any reſpect, with ſuch a fellow as Strap. 
« Odds bodikins ! (cries Joey) ſure, Coptain, yaw would 
not commit moorder ! Here's a poor lad that is willing 
to make atoonement for his offence ; and an that woan't 
ſatisfie yaw-offers to fight yaw fairly. An' yaw woan't 
box, I dare ſay, he will coodgel with yaw. Woan't 
yaw, my lad?“ Strap, after ſome heſitation, anſwered, 
'« Yes, yes, I'll cudgel with him.“ But this expedient 

being alſo rejected by the Captain, I began to ſmell his 
character, and, tipping Strap the wink, told the com- 

pany that I had always heard it ſaid, the perſon who re- 

ceives a challenge ſhould have the choice of the Wea- 
pons ; this therefore ae, the rule in point of honour, 

I would venture to promiſe on the head of my compa- 

nion, that he would even fight Captain Weazel at ſharps; 

but it ſhould be with ſuch ſharps as Strap was beſt ac- 
quainted with, namely razors. At my mentioning ra- 

zors, I could perceive the Captain's colour change, 

while Strap, pulling me by the ſleeve, whiſpered, with 

great eagerneſs, „ No, no, no; for the love of God, 

don't make any ſuch bargain.” At length Weazel, re- 
covering himſelf, turned towards me, and, with a 5. 

cious countenance, aſked, Who the devil are you ? 

will you fight me?“ With theſe words, putting himſelf 

in a poſture, I was grievoully alarmed at ſeeing the point 

of a ſword within half a foot of my breaſt z and, ſpring- 

ing to one ſide, ſnatched up a ſpit that Rood in the 
chimney-corner, with which I kept my formidable ad- 

verſary at bay, who made a great many halt-longes, 
{kipping backward at every puſh, till at Jaſt I pinned 

him up in a corner, to the no ſmall diverſion of the 

- company. While he was in this ſituation, his wife en- 
tered, and, ſeeing her huſband in theſe dangerous cir- 
es, uttered a dreadful ſcream : In this emer- 

beney, Weazel demanded a ceſſation, which was imme- 
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diately granted; and at laſt was contented with the 
ſubmiſſion of Strap, who, falling on his knees before 
him, proteſted the innocence of. his intention, and aſked 
ardon for the miſtake he had committed, This affair 
Fong ended without bloodſhed, we went to breakfaſt, 
but miſſed two of our company, namely, Miſs Jenny 
and the uſurer. As for the firſt, Mrs Weazel inform- 
ed us, that ſhe had kept her awake all night with her 
groans; and that, when ſhe roſe in the morning, Miſs 
Jenny was ſo much indiſpoſed, that the could not pro- 
ceed on her journey. At that inſtant, a meſſage came 
from her to the maſter of the waggon, who immediate- 
ly went into her chamber, followed by us all. She told 
him, in a lamentable tone, that ſhe was afraid of a miſe 
carriage, owing to the fright ſhe received laſt night from 
the brutality of Iſaac; and as the event was uncertain, 
deſired the uſurer might be detained to anſwer for the 
conſequence. Accordingly, this ancient Tarquin was 
found in the waggon, whither he had retired to avoid 
the ſhame of laſt night's diſgrace, and brought by force 
into her preſence. He no ſooner appeared, than ſhe 
began to weep and ſigh moſt piteouſly, and told us, if 
ſhe died, ſhe would leave her blood upon the head of 
that raviſher. Poor Iſaac turned up his eyes and hands 
to Heaven, prayed that God would deliver him from 
the machinations of that Jezebel; and aſſured us, with 
tears in his eyes, that his being found in bed with her 
was the reſult of her own invitation. The Waggoner 
underſtanding the caſe, adviſed Iſaac to make it up, by 
giving her a {um of money: To which advice he replied, 
with great vehemence, « A ſum of money Ia halter 
for the cockatrice!”—« O! *tis very well (faid Miſs 
Jenny) : I ſee it is in vain to attempt that flinty heart 
of his, by fair means. Joey, be ſo good as to go to 
the juſtice, and tell him there is a, lick perſon here, 
who wants to ſee him on an affair of conſequence.” 
At the name of juſtice, Iſaac trembled, and, bidding 
Joey ſtay, aſked, with a quavering voice, “ what ſhe 
would have ?” She told him, that, as he had not per- 
petrated his wicked purpoſe, ſhe would be fatisfied 
with a ſmall matter. And though the damage ſhe 
might ſuſtain in her health might be irreparable, ſhe 
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would give him a releaſe for an hundred guineas. 7 An 
hundred guineas! (cried he, in an extaſy), an Jundrel 
furies! Where ſhould a poor old wretch like me have 


an hundred guineas ? If I had ſo much money, d'ye 


think I ſhould be found travelling in a waggon at this 
ſeaſon of the year?“ « Come, come (replied Jenny), 
none of your miſerly artifice here. You think I don't 
know Iſaac Rapine, the money-broker in the Minories. 
Ah! you old rogue! many a pawn have you had of me 
and my acquaintance, which was never redeemed.” 
Haac, {inding it was in vain to diſguiſe himſelf, offered 
twenty ſhillings for a diſcharge, which ſhe abſolutely 


. refuted under fifty pounds: At laſt, however, fhe was 


brought down to five, which he paid, with great retuc- 
tancy, rather than be profecuted for a rape. After. 
which accommodation the ſick perſon made ſhift to get 


into the waggon, and weftt forwards in great tranquil- 


— 


lity, Strap being accommodated with Joey's horſe, the 
driver himſelf chuſing to walk. This morning and fore- 
noon we were entertained with an account of the valour 
of Captain Weazel, who told us he had once knocked 
down a ſoldier that made game of him; tweaked a 
drawer by the noſe, who found fault with his picking 
his teeth with a fork, at another time; and that he had 
moreover challenged a cheeſe-monger, who had the pre- 
ſumption to be his rival: for the truth of which ex- 
ploits he appealed to his wife. She confirmed whatever 
he ſaid, and obſerved, « The laſt affair happened that 
very day on Wach I received a love- letter from Squire 
Gobble; and don't you remember, my dear, I was pro- 
digioully ſick that very night with eating ortolans, 
when my Lord Diddle took notice of 'my complexion's 
being altered, and my Lady was fo alarmed, that the had 
well nigh fainted.” «© Yes, my dear (replied the Cap- 
tain), you know, my Lord ſaid to me, with a ſneer, 
c Billy, Mrs Weazel is certainly breeding.” And I an- 
fwered cavalierly, « My Lord, I wiſh I could return the 
compliment.” Upon which the whole company broke 
out into an immoderate fit of laughter; and my Lord, 
who loves a 'repartee dearly, came round and buſſed 
me. We travelled in this manner five days, without 
mterruption, or meeting any thing worth notice: Miſs 
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Jenny (who ſoon recovered her ſpirits) entertaining us 
cvery day with diverting ſongs, of which ſhe could ſing 
a great number; and rallying her old gallant, who not- 
withſtanding would never be reconciled to her. On the 
ſixth day, while we were about to fit down to dinner, 
the innkeeper came and told us, that three gentlemen, 
juſt arrived, had ordered the victuals to be carried to 
their apartment, although he had informed them that 
they were beſpoke by the paſſengers in the waggon. 
To which information they had replied, The paiſen- 
gers in the waggon might be damned,—their betters 
mult be ſerved before them they ſuppoſed it would be 
no hardſhip on ſuch travellers to dine upon bread and 
cheeſe for one day.” This was a terrible diſappoint- 
ment to us all; and we laid our heads together how 
to remedy it; when Miſs Jenny obſerved, that Captain 
Weazel, being by profeſſion a ſoldier, ought in this caſe 
to protect and prevent us from being infulted. But 
the Captain excuſed himſelf, ſaying, he would not for all 
the world be known to have travelled in a waggon; 
ſwearing at the ſame time, that, could he appear with 
honour, they ſhould eat his ſword ſooner than his pro- 
viſion. Upon this declaration, Miſs Jenny, ſnatching 
his weapon, drew it, and ran immediately into the 
kitchen, where ſhe threatened to put the cook to death 
if he did not ſend the victuals into our chamber imme- 
diately. The noiſe ſhe made brought the three ſtrangers 
down, one of whom no ſooner perceived her, than he 
cried, “ Ha] Jenny Ramper! what the devil brought 
thee hither 7” „ My dear Jack Rattle! (replied the, 
running into his arms), is it you? Then Weazel may 
go to hell for a dinner ſhall dine with you.” They 
conſented to this propofal with a great deal of joy; and 
we were on the point of being reduced to a very un- 
comfortable meal, when Joey, underſtanding the whole 
affair, entered the kitchen with a pitchfork in his hand, 
and {wore he would be the death of any man who 
ſhould pretend to ſeize the victuals prepared for the 
waggon. This menace had like to have produced fatal 
conſequences the three ſtrangers drawing their ſwords, 
and being joined by their ſervants, and we ranging 6ur- 
iclves on the fide of Joey; when the landlord interpo- 
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| fing, offered to part with his own dinner to keep the 
peace, which was accepted by the ſtrangers; and we 
fat down at table without any further moleſtation. In 
the afternoon, I choſe to walk along with Joey, and 
Strap took my place. Having entered into a converſa- 
tion with this driver, I ſoon found him to be a merry, 
facetious, good-natured fellow, and withal very arch: 
He informed me, that Miſs Jenny was a common girl 
upon the town, who falling into company with a recruit- 
ing officer, he carried her down in the ſtage- coach from 
London to Newcaſtle, where he had been arreſted for 
debt, and was now in priſon; upon which ſhe was fain 
to return to her former way of life, by this conveyance. 
He tbld me likewiſe, that one of the gentlemen's ſer- 
vants, whom we left at the inn, havin ah en 
Weazel, immediately knew him, an lie Joey 

f with ſorne particulars of his EET aj hat he had 
ſerved my Lord Frizzle in quality of valet de chambre 
many years, while he lived ſeparate from His Lady: But, 
upon their reconciliation, the expreſsly inſiſted upon 
Weazel's being turned off, as well as the woman he 
kept; when his Lordſhip, to get rid of them both with 
a good grace, propoſed that he ſhould marry his miſtreſs, 
and he would procure a commiſſion for him in the ar- 
my : 'This expedient was agreed to; and Weazel is now, 
by his Lordſhip's intereſt, enſign in s regiment. I 
found he and I had the ſame ſentiments with regard to 
Weazel's courage, which we reſolved te put to the trial, 
by alarming the paſſengers with the cry of “ an high- 
wayman !” as ſoon as an horſeman ſhould appear. This 
ſcheme we put in practice towards the duſk, when we 
deſcried a man on horſeback approaching us. Joey had 
no ſooner intimated to the people in the waggon, that 
he was afraid we ſhould be all robbed, than a general 
conſternation aroſe : Strap jumped out of the waggon, 
and hid himſelf behind a hedge. The uſurer put forth 
gjaculations, and made a ruſtling among the ſtraw, 
which made us conjecture he had hid ſomething under 
it. Mrs Weazel, wringing her hands, uttered lament- 
able crics : And the Captain, to our great amazement, 
began to ſnore; but this artifice did not ſucceed ; for 
Miſs Jenny, ſhaking him by the ſhoulder, bawted out, 
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ROD ERICK RANDOM. 65 
« Sdeath! Captain, is this time to ſnore, when we are 
going to be rabbed ? Get up for ſhame, and behave 
Ike a ſoldier and a man of honour.” Weazel pretend- 
ed to be in a great paſſion for being diſturbed, and 
ſwore. he 3 his nap out if all the highwaymen 
in England ſurrounded him. D- n my blogd | what 
are you afraid of?“ (continued he), at the ſame time 
trembling with ſuch agitation, that the whole carriage 
ſhook. This . ſingular piece of behaviour incenſed 
Miſs Ramper ſo much, that ſhe cried, < D—n. your 
pitiful ſoul, you are as arrant a poltroon as ever was 
drummed out of a regiment.—Stop the waggon, Joey 
let me get out, and by G—d, if I have rhetoric enough, 
the thief ſhall not only take your purſe, but your ſkin 
alſo.” So ſaying, ſhe 3 out with great agility. By 
this time the horſeman came up with us, and happened 
to be a gentleman's ſervant well known to Joey, who 
communicated the ſcheme, and defired him to carry it 
on a little further, by going up to the waggon, and 
queſtioning thoſe within. The ſtranger oil a for 
the ſake of diverſion, approached it, and, in a terrible 
tone, demanded, © Who have we got here?“ Iſaag re- 
plied, with a lamentable voice, “Here's a poor miſerable 
ſinner, ho has got a {mall family to maintain, and no- 
thing in the world wherewithal, but theſe fifteen ſhil- 
lings, which if you rob me of, we muſt all ſtarve toge- 
ther,” „Who's that ſobbing in the other corner?“ 
(faid the ſuppoſed highwayman). «© A poor unfortu- 
nate woman (anſwered Mrs Weazel), upon whom I beg 
you for Chriſt's ſake to have compaſſion. Are you 
maid or wife?” ſaid he. “ Wife, to my ſorrow,” cried 
ſhe. „ Who or where is your huſband ?” continued 
he. „ My huſband (replied Mrs Weazel) is an officer 
in the army, and was left ſick at the laſt inn where we 
dined.” „ You muſt be miſtaken, Madam (ſaid he), 
for I myſelf ſaw him get into the waggon this afternoon. 
—But pray what ſmell is that? Sure your lap-dog has 
befouled himſelf ;—let me catch hold of the naſty cur, 
I'll teach him better manners.” Here he laid hold of 
one of Weazel's legs, and pulled him out from under 
his wife's petticoats, where he had concealed himſelf, 
The poor trembling Captain, being detected in this in- 
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66 The ADVENTURES of 
glorious ſituation, rubbed his eyes, and affecting to wake 


out of ſleep, cried, © What's the matter? what's the 


matter?“ „ The matter is not much (anſwered the 


horſeman), I only called in to inquire after your health, 
and ſo adieu, moſt noble Captain.” So faying, he clap. 
ped ſpurs to his horſe, and was out of ſight in a mo- 
ment. It was ſome time before Weazel could recollect 
himſelf, but at length re-aſſuming the big look, he ſaid, 
« Damn the fellow! why did he ride away, before I 


had time to aſk him how his lord and lady do? — Don't 


ou remember Tom, my dear?“ addreſſing himſelf ta 
us wife. „ Yes (replied ſhe), I think I do remember 
ſomething of the fellow—but you know I feldom con- 


verſe with people of his ſtation.” « Hey-day! (cried 


Joey), do yaw knaw the young mon, Coptain ?” Know 
him (faid Weazel), many a time has he filled à glaſs of 
Burgundy for me at my Lord Trippet's table.” «© And 
what may his neame be, Coptain ?” ſaid Joey. „ His 
name !—his name (replied Weazel) is Tom Rinſer.“ 
« Waunds! (cried Joey), a has changed his own neame 
then! for Tſe lay a wager he was chriſtened John Trot- 
ter.” This obſervation raiſed a laugh againſt the Cap- 
tain, who ſeemed very much diſconcerted ; when Iſaac 
broke filence, and ſaid, “It was no matter who or what 
he was, ſince he has not proved the robber we ſuſpected. 
And we ought to bleſs God for our narrow eſcape.” 
« Bleſs God (ſaid Weazel), bleſs the devil! for what? 
had he been a highwayman, I ſhould have eat his blood, 


body, and guts, before he had robbed me, or any one in 


this Diligence.“ «© Ha, ha, ha! (cried Miſs Jenny), I 
believe you will eat all you kill- indeed, Captain.” 'The 
uſurer was ſo well pleaſed at the event of this adven- 
ture, that he could not refrain from being ſevere, and 


took notice, that Captain Weazel ſeemed to be a good 


Chriſtian, for he had armed himſelf with patience and 
reſignation, inſtead of carnal weapons, and worked out 
his ſalvation with fear and trembling. This piece of 


fatire occaſioned a great deal of mirth at Weazel's ex- 


nce, who muttered a great many oaths, and threaten- 
ed to cut Ifaac's throat. The uſurer taking hold of 
this menace, ſaid, “Gentlemen and ladies, 1 take you 
all to witneſs, that my life is in danger from this bloody- 
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RODERICK RANDOM. 657 
minded officer. I'Il have him bound over to the peace.” 


This ſecond ſneer procured another laugh againſt him, 


and he remained creſt- fallen during the remaining part 
of our journey. | | 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Strap and J are terrified by an apparition—Strap's conjec- 
jecture the myſtery explained by Foey—we arrive at 
London—our dreſs and appearance deſcribed—awve are in- 
ſulted in the ſtreet -an adventure in an ale-houſe—we 

are impoſed upon by a waggiſh footman—ſet to rights by 
a tobacconift—take lodgings dive for a dinner an acci- 
dent at our ordinary. ; | 


but Strap's diſtemper continuing, he was obli- 
ged to riſe in the middle of the night, and taking the 


candle in his hand, which he had left burning for the 


urpoſe, he went down to the houſe of office, whence 
in a ſhort time he returned in a great hurry, with his 
hair ſtanding on end, and a look betokening horror and 
aſtoniſhment. Without ſpeaking a word, he ſet down 
the light, and jumped into bed behind me, where he lay 
and 3 with great violence. When I aſked him 
what was the matter? he replied, with a broken accent, 
4 God have mercy on us! I have ſeen the devil.“ 
Though my prejudice was not quite ſo ſtrong as his, I 
was not a little alarmed at this exclamation, and muck 
more ſo, when I heard the ſound of bells approaching 


dur chamber, and felt my bedfellow cling cloſe to me, 
. uttering theſe words, “ Chriſt have mercy upon us 


there he comes.“ At that inſtant, a monſtrous over- 
grown raven entered our chamber, with bells at his feet, 
and made directly towards our bed. As this creature 
is reckoned in our country 4 common vehicle for the 
devil and witches to play their pranks in, I verily belie- 
ved we were haunted, and in a violent fright ſhrunk 


under the bed-clothes. This terrible apparition leapt 


upon the bed, and, after giving us ſeveral ſevere dabs 


with its beak through the blankets, hopped away and. 


vaniſhed. Strap and I recommended ourſelves to the 
protection of heaven with great devotion, and, when we 


2 


E arrived at our inn, ſupped, and went to bed; 
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eoat buttoned behind and at the wriſts, with an odd 


his opinion of what had happened; and he affured me, 


| clanking of maſly chains). As for the old man, he took 


' was the name. of the faid murderer. 
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no longer heard the noiſe, ventured to peep up and take 
breath. But we had not been long freed from this 
phantom, when another appeared that had well nigh 
deprived us both of our ſenſes. We perceived an old 
man enter the room, with a long white beard that 
reached to his middle; there was a certain wild pecu- 
harity in his eyes and countenance, that did not favour 
of this world; and his dreſs conſiſted of a brown ſtuff 
faſhioned cap of the ſame ſtuff upon his head. I was 
fo amazed, that I had not power to move my eyes from 
ſuch a ghaſtly object, but lay motionleſs, and ſaw him 
come ſtraight up to me: When he reached the bed, he 
wrung his hands, and cried, with a voice that did not 
ſeem to belong to a human creature, « Where is Ralph?” 
I made no reply; upon which he repeated, in an accent 
ſtill more preternatural, Where is Ralpho?” He had 
no ſooner pronounced theſe words, chan I heard the 
found of the bells at a diſtance; which the apparition 
having liſtened to, tripped away, and left me almoſt pe- 
trified with fear. It was a good while before I could 
recover Myſelf ſo far as to ſpeak z and when at length I 
turned to Strap, I found him in a fit, which, however, 
did not laſt long. When he came to himſelf, I aſked 


that the firſt muſt certainly be the ſoul of ſome perſon 
damned, which appeared by the chains about his legs 
(tor his fears had magnified the creature to the bigneſs 
of a horſe, and the ſound of fmall morrice-bells to the 


it to be the ſpirit of ſomebody murdered long ago in 
this place, which had power granted to it to torment 
the aſſaſſin in the ſhape of a raven, and that Ralpho 
Although I had 
not much faith in this interpretation, I was too much 
troubled to enjoy any fleep; and in afl my future adven- 
tures never patled a night ſo ill. In the morning, Strap 
imparted the whole affair to Joey, who, after an immo- 
derate fit of laughter, explained the matter, by telling 
him the old man was the landlord's father, who had 
been an idiot ſome years, and diverted himſelf with a 
tame raven, which, it ſeems, had hopped away from his 
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apartment in the night, and induced him to follow it to 
our chamber, where he had inquired after it, under the 
name of Ralpho. ; | 

No THING remarkable happened during the remaining 
part of our journey, which continued fix or ſeven days 
longer: At length we entered the great city, and 
lodged all night at the inn where the waggon put up.— 
Next morning, all the paſſengers parted different ways 
while my companion and I fallied out to inquire for the . 
member of parliament, to whom I had a letter of re- 
commendation from Mr Crab. As we had diſcharged 
our lodging at the inn, Strap took up our baggage and 
marched behind me in the ſtreet with the knapſack on 
his back, as uſual, fo that we made a very whimſical 
appearance. I had dreſſed myſelf to the greateſt ad- 
vantage; that is, put on a clean ruffled ſhirt, and my 
beſt thread ſtockings : my hair (which was of the deepe 
red), hung down upon my ſhoulders, as lank and ftraight 
as a pound of candles; and the ſkirts of my coat reach- 
ed to the middle of my leg; my waiſtcoat and breeches 
were of the ſame piece, and cut in the ſame taſtez and 
my hat very much reſembled a barber's baſon in the 
ſhallowneſs of the crown, and narrowneſs of the brims. 
Strap was habited in a much leſs aukward manner; but 
a ſhort crop-eared wig that very much reſembled Scrub's 
in the play, and the knapſack on his back, added to 
what is called a queer phiz, occaſioned by a long chin, 
hook nofe, and high cheek-bones, rendered him on 
the whole a very fit ſubject .of mirth and pleafantry. 
As we walked along, Strap, at my deſire, inquired of 
a carman whom we met, whereabouts Mr Cringer li- 

ved ;—and was anſwered by a ſtare accompanied with 
the word © Anan!” Upon which I came up, in order 
to explain the queſtion, but had the misfortune to be 
unintelligible likewiſe, the carman damning us for a 
louſy Scotch guard, and whipping his horſes with a 
« Gee ho?” which nettled me to the quick, and 
rouſed the indignation of Strap ſo far, that, after the 
fellow was gone a good way, hg told me he would fight 
him for a farthing. While wef were deliberating upon 
what was to be done, an hadkney coachman _ 


foftly along, and perceiving us Randing by the kennel, 
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70 The ADVENTURES of 


came up cloſe to us, and calling, . A codch, maſter l 


by a dexterous management of the reins, made his 
horſes ſtumble in the wet, and bedaub us all over with 
mud. After which exploit, he drove on, applauding 
himſelf with a hearty laugh, in which ſeveral people 
joined, to my great mortification; but one more com- 
paſſionate than the reſt, ſeeing us ſtrangers, adviſed me 
to go into an ale-houſe, and dry myſelf. I thanked him 
for his advice, which I immediately complied with; 
and going into the houſe he pointed out, called for a 
pot of beer, and ſat down by qa fire in the public room, 
where we cleaned ourſelves as well as we could. In the 
mean time, a wag, who ſat in a box ſmoking his pipe, 
underſtanding by our dialect that we were from Scot- 
land, came up to me, and, with a grave countenance, 


aſked how long I had been caught? As I did not know 


the meaning of this queſtion, I made no anſwer; and 
he went on, ſaying, it could not be a great while, for 
my tail was not yet cut; at the ſame time, taking hold 
of my hair, and tipping the wink to the reſt of the 
company, who ſeemed highly entertained with his 
wit. I was incenſed at this uſage, but afraid of reſent- 
ing it, becauſe I happened to be in a ſtrange place, and 


Perceived the perſon who ſpoke to'me was a brawny 


fellow, for whom I thought myſelf by no means a match. 
However, Strap having either more courage or leſs cau- 


tion, could not put up with the inſults that I ſuffered ; 


but told him in a peremptory tone, „He was an un- 
civil fellow for making ſo free with his betters.” Then 
the wit going towards him, 'aſked, What he had got 
in his knapſack? „ Is it oatmeal or brimſtone, Sawney ?” 
(faid he), ſeizing him by the chin, which he ſhook, to 
the inexpreſſible diverſion of all preſent. My compa- 
nion feeling himſelf affaulted in ſuch an opprobrious 
manner, diſengaged himſelf in a trice, and lent his an- 


tagoniſt ſuch a box on the ear, as made him ſtagger to 


the other ſide of the room; and, in a moment, a ring 
was formed for the combatants. Seeing Strap begin- 
ning to ſtrip, and my blood being heated with indigna- 
tion, which baniſhed all other thoughts, I undreſſed 
myſelf to the ſkin in an inſtant, and declared, that as 
the affront that occaſioned the quarrel was offered to 
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ROD ERICK RANDOM. 71 
me, I would fight it out myſelf; upon which one or 
two cried out, That's a brave Scotch boy; you ſhall 
have fair play, by Gd.“ This aſſurance gave me freſh 


ſpirits, and going up to my adverſary, who, by his 


ale countenance, did not ſeem much inclined to the 
Lad I ſtruck him ſo hard on the ſtomach, that he 
reeled over a bench, and fell to the ground. Then I 
attempted to keep him down, in order to improve my 
ſucceſs, according to the manner of my own country; 
but was reſtrained by the ſpectators, one of whom en- 


deavoured to raiſe up my opponent, but in vain z for 


he proteſted he would not fight, for he was not quite 
recovered ' of a late illneſs. I was very well pleaſed 
with this excuſe, and immediately dreſſed myſelf, ha- 
ving acquired the good opinion of the company for my 
bravery, as well as of my comrade Strap, who ſhook 
me by the hand, and wiſhed me joy of the victory. 
After having drank our pot, and dried our clothes, we 
enquired of the landlord if he knew Mr Cringer the 
member of parliament, and were amazed at his replying 
in the negative; for we imagined, he muſt be altoge- 
ther as conſpicuous here, as in the borough he repre- 
{ſented 3 but he told us we might poſſibly hear of him 


as we paſſed along. We betook ourſelves therefore to 


the ſtreet, where, ſeeing a footman ſtanding at a door, 
we made up to him, and aſked if he knew where our 
patron lived? This member of the party-coloured fra- 
ternity, ſurveying us both very minutely, ſaid he knew 


Mr Cringer very well, and bade us turn down the 
firſt ſtreet on our left, then turn to the right, and then 


to the left again, after which perambulation we would 


obſerve a lane, through which we muſt paſs, and at the 


other end we ſhould find an alley that leads to another 


ſtreet, where we ſhould ſee the ſign of the Thiſtle and 


three Pedlars, and there he lodged. We thanked him 


for his information, and went forwards, Strap telling 


me, that he knew this perſon to bè an honeſt friendly: 
man by his countenance, before he opened his mouth ; 


in which opinion I acquieſced, aſcribing his good-man- 


ners to the company he daily ſaw in the houſe where 
he ſerved. We followed his directions punctually, in 
turning to the left and to the right, and to the left again; 
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but, inſtead of ſeeing a lane before us, found ourſelves 
at the fide of the river, a circumſtance that perplexed 
us not a little; and my fellow- traveller ventured to pro- 
nounce, that we had certainly miſſed our way. By 


this time we were pretty much fatigued with our walk, 


and not knowing how to proceed, I went into a ſmall 


ſnuff ſhop hard by, encouraged by the ſign of the 


Highlander, where I found, to my inexpreflible ſatis- 


faction, the ſhop-keeper was my countryman. He was 


no ſooner informed of our peregrination, and the di- 
rections we had received from the footman, than he in- 
formed us, we had been impoſed upon, telling us, Mr 
Cringer lived in the other end of the town; and that it 


would to be to no purpoſe for us to go thither to-day, 


for by that time he was gone to the houſe. I then 
aſked if he could recommend us to a lodging. He 
readily gave us a line to one of his acquaintance who 
kept a chandler's ſhop not far from St Martin's Lane; 
Were we hired a bed-room, up two pair of ſtairs, at the 
ra 28. per week, ſo very ſmall, that, when the bed 
was let down, we were obliged to carry out every o- 
ther piece of furniture that belonged to the apartment, 
and uſe the bed-ſtead by way of chairs. About dinner- 
time, our landlord aſked us how we propoſed to live? 
to which interrogation we anſwered that we would be 
directed by him. „ Well then (ſays he) there are two 
ways of eating in this town, for people of your condi- 


tion; the one more creditable and expenſive than the 


other; the firſt is to dine at an eating-houſe frequent- 
ed by well-dreſſed people only; and the other is called 
diving, practiſed by thoſe who are either obliged or in- 
clined to live frugally.” I gave him to underſtand, that 
provided the laſt was not infamous, it would ſuit much 


better with our circumſtances than the other. „ Infa- 


mous ! (cried he), God forbid | there are many credit- 
able people, rich people, ay, and fine peaple, that dive 
every day. I have ſeen many a pretty gentleman with 
a laced waiſtcoat dine in that manner very comfortably 
for three pence halfpenny, and go afterwards to the 
coffeerhouſe, where he made a figure with the beſt Lord 
in the land—but your own eyes ſhall bear witneſs—I 


will go along with you to-day, and introduce you.” He 


* 


2238 * %% CCC ĩ ĩ˙0˙w: j! rs es Seer ESE Len ed AR x F. 22 rn Oadu 8 > 
V JJ dd ⁵ ⁵ ⁵⁵ rl SEE 28 ᷣ¼00 .,, ĩè .,, ,, èĩ ..... ĩͤ tes, OATS LOI 3 
Mos . JJ ͤvK Re OO TA JC os VS: on ESR 1 JJ7J7T7TVTCETTVVVTVTTTTVCCTCTTCTCTCVCVCVCVCCVCTCVCTCTCTVTCVTVCVVVTVVVVVVTTVVVCVCVTVCVCVC(CVVVVT—T—w oa V4 Do e , 2 

N 2 2 r LEG 57 8 49 932 ; * [7 5 af x # 22 5 A 6 ON Foo 


* 22 7 8 5 5 IF K 952 2 15 * "AD 9 5 - ax. > LEE yo * n e N . * Hg 
* POT CO Se 0g e , d Se OE ON Ts IN UAE r 
F2 n S r ee D art. 9, Ir % r e 
e . * 7J77ͤͤ œę Pf ie Pros TEN: 1 F , ; . 9575 
a 3 * ; * 3 
N : n N 0 5 Pf" Y 2 


* ROD E RICK RANDOM. 73 
accordingly conducted us to a certain lane, where ſtop- 
ping, he bade us obſerve him, and do as he did, and 
walking a few paces, dived into a cellar, and ditap- 
peared in an inſtant. I followed his example, and de- 8 
{cending very ſucceſsfully, found myſelf in the middle 
of a cook's ſnop r Amoſt ſuffocated with the ſteams of 
boiled beef, and ſurrounded by a company of hackney 
coachmen, chairmen, draymen, and a few footmen 
out of place or on board wages, who fat eating ſhin of 
beef, tripe, cow-heel, or ſauſages, at feparate boards, 
covered with cloths which turned my ſtomach. While 
I ſtood in amaze, undetermined whether to fit down or 
walk upwards again, Strap in his deſcent miſſing one of 
the ſteps, tumbled headlong into this infernal ordinary, 
and overturned the cook as ſhe carried a porringer of 
ſoup to one of the gueſts: In her fall, the daſhed the 
whole meſs againſt the legs of a drummer belonging to 
the foot- guards, who happened to be in her way, and 
ſcalded him ſo miſerably, that he ſtarted up, and danced 
up and down, uttering a volley of execrations that made 
my hair ſtand on end. While he entertained the com- 
pany in this manner, with an eloquence peculiar to 
himſelf, the cook got up, and, after a hearty curſe on 
the poor author of this miſchance, who lay under the 
table ſcratching his rump with a woful countenance, 
emptied a ſalt-ſeller in her hand, and ſtripping down the 
patient's ſtocking, which brought the ikin along with it, 
applied the contents to the fore. This poultice was 
ſcarce laid on, when the drummer, who had begun to abate 
of his exclamation, broke forth into ſuch a hideous yell, 
as made the whole company tremble ; then {ſeizing a 
pewter pint-pot that ſtood by him, ſqueezed the tides 
of it together, as if it had been made of pliant leather, 
grinding his teeth at the {ame time with a moſt horrible 
grin. Gueſſing the cauſe of this violent tranſport, I 
bade the woman waſh off the ſalt, and hathe the part 
with oil, which ſhe did, and procured him immediate 
eaſe. But here another difficulty occurred, which was 
no other than the landlady's inſiſting on his paying for 
the pot he had rendered uſeleſs. He ſwore he would 
pay for nothing but what he had eaten, and bade her 


be thankful for his moderation, or elſe he would pro- 
Vol I. } | 1. | | 
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dreſſed in a night-gown of plaid, faſtened about his 


of him who I was; and, being informed, took me by 


74 The ADVENTURES &f 


ſecute her for damages. Strap foreſeeing the whole af. 


fair would lie at his door, promiſed to fatisfy the cook, 


and called for a dram of gin to treat the drummer, 
which entirely appeaſed him, and compoſed all animo- 

fities. After this accommodation, our landlord and we 

fat down at a board, and dined upon ſhin of beef moſt 

deliciouſly ; our reckoning amounting to two-pence 

halfpenny each, bread and ſmall beer — 


CHAPTER XV. | 
Ne vifit Strap's friend—a deſcription of him—his advice 
ave go to Mr Cringer's houſe—are denied admittance— 
an accident befals Strap—his behaviour \thereupon—an 
extraordinary adventure occurs, in the courſe 0 which {* 
boſe all my mont y. 


N the afternbon, m companion propoſed to call at 
his friend'\houſe, which, we were informed, was 
in the neighbourhood, whither re accordingly went, 
and were ſo lucky as to find him at home. This gentle- 
man, who had come from Scotland three or four years 
before, kept a ſchool in town, where he taught the La- 
tin, French, and Italian languages; but what he chief- 
ly profeſſed was the pronunciation of the Engliſh 
tongue, after a method more ſpeedy and uncommon 
than any practiſed, heretofore ; and, indeed, if his ſcho- 
lars ſpoke like their maſter, the latter part of his un- 
dertaking was certainly performed to a tittle; for although 
J could eaſily underſtand every word of what I had heard 
hitherto ſince I entered England, three parts in four of 
his diale&t- were as unintelligible to me, as if he had 
ſpoke in Arabic or Irith. He was a middle-ſized man, 
and ſtooped very much, though not above the age of 
forty ; his face was friphtfully pitted with the ſmall- 
pox, and his mouth extended from ear to ear. He was 


s 


middle with a ferjeant's old tath, and a tie periwig, wit 

a fore-top three inches high, in the faſhion of King 
Charles the Second's reign. After he had received Strap 
(who was related to him) very courteoully, he enquired 


the hand, telling me he was at ſchool w ith my father. 
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ROD ERICK RANDOM. 75 
When he underſtood my ſituation, he aſſured me that 


he would do me all the ſervice in his power, both by 


his advice and otherwiſe; and, while he ſpoke theſe 
words, eyed me with great attention, walking round 
me ſeveral times, and muttering, „O Ch—-ſt! O 
Ch—ſ 1! fat a ſaight is here ?” I ſoon gueſſed the reaſon 
of his ejaculation, and ſaid, « I ſuppoſe, Sir, you are 


not pleaſed with my dreſs.” —< Drets (anſwered he), you 


may caal it fat you pleaſe in your country, but I vaw to 
Gad, tis a maſquerade here. No Chriſtian will admit 


ſuch a figure into his hawſe. Upon my conſcience ! I 


wonder the dogs did not hunt you. Did you paſs through 


St James's market? God bleſs my eye- ſaight ! you look 


like a couſin- german of Ouran Oatang.”—1 began to be 
a little ſerious at this diſcourſe, and aſked him, if he 


thought I ſhould obtain entrance to-morrow at the houſe 


of Mr Cringer, on whom I chiefly depended for an in- 
troduction into buſineſs. * Mr Cringer, Mr Cringer 
(replied he, ſcratching his cheek) may be a very honeſt 
gentleman—I know nothing to the contrary ; but is 
your ſole dependence upon him? Who recommended 
you to him?“ I pulled out Mr Crab's letter, and told 
him the foundation of my hopes ; at which he ſtared at 
me, and repeated, «© Ch—ſt!” I began to conceive bad 
omens from this behaviour of his, and begged he would 
affiſt me with his advice, which he promiſed to give me 
frankly; and, as a ſpecimen, directed us to a periwig 
warehouſe in the neighbourhood, in order to be ac- 
commodated ; laying itrong injunctions on me not to 


appear before Mr Cringer till I had parted with theſe 


carroty locks, which (he ſaid) were ſufficient to beget 
an antipathy againſt me in all mankind, And, as we 
were going to puriue this advice, he called me back, 
and bademe be ſure to deliver my letter into Mr en 
ger's own hand. As we walked along, Strap triumphed 
greatly in our reception with his friend, who, it ſeems, 
had aſſured him, he would, in a day or two, provide 


tor him with ſome good maſter ; and „ now (ſays he) 


you ſhall ſee how I will fit you with a wig. There's 

neer a barber in London (and that's a bold word) can 

palm a rotten caul, or a pennyweight of dead hair up- 

on me.” And indesàthis zealous adherent did wrangle 
* | 
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46 The ADVENTURES ff 
ſo long with the merchant, that he was deſired twenty 
times to leave the thop, and fee if he could get one 
cheaper elſewhere. At length I made choice of a good 
handſome bob, for which I paid ten ſhillings, and re- 
turned to our lodging; where Strap in a moment rid me 
of that hair which had given the {choolmaſter ſo much 
m_ 5 

E got up nt day betimes, having been informed 
that 2 Cringer gave audience by candlelight to all 


hi dependents, he himſelf being obliged to attend the 
levee of my Lord 'Ferrier at break of day; becaufe his 


Lordthip made one at the Miniſter's between eight and 


nine o'clock. When we came to Mr Cringer's door, 
Strap, to give me an inſtance of his politeneſs, ran to 
the knocker, which he employed ſo loud and fo long, 
that he alarmed the whole ſtyęet; and a window open- 
ing in the fecond ſtory of the next houſe, a chamber- 
pot was diſcharged upon him ſo ſucceſsfully, that the 


poor bather was wet to the {kin, while I, being luckily 


at ſome diſtance, eſcaped the unſavoury deluge: In the 
mean time, a footman opening the door, and ſeeing 
nobody in the ſtreet but us, aſked, with a ſtern coun- 
tenance, if it was I who made tack a damned noiſe, 
and what I wanted. I told him I had buſineſs with his 
maſter, whom I defired to fee. Upon which he clapped 
the oor in mv face, telling me, I muſt learn better 
manners before I could have acceſs to his maſter. Vex- 
ed at this diſappointment, I turned my reſentment a- 
gainſt Strap, .whom I ſharply reprimanded for his pre- 
ſumption 3 but he, not in the leaſt regarding what I 
faid, wrung the urine ont of his periwig, and, lifting 
up a large ſtone, flung it with tuch force againſt the 
ſtreet door of that houſe from whence he had been be- 
dewed, that the lock giving way, it flew wide open, and 
he took to his heels, leaving me to follow him as I 
could. Indeed there was no time for deliberation; I 


therefore purſued him with all the ſpeed I could exert, 


until we found ourſelves, about the dawn, in a ſtreet we 


did not know, Here, as we wandered along, gaping 


about, a very decent fort of a man paſling by me, ſtop- 
pe of a fudden, and took up ſomething, which having 
examined, be turned, and preſented it to me, with theſe 
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words: ce Sir, you have dropt half a crown.” I was not 
a little ſurpriſed at this inſtance of honeſty, and told 
him it did not belong to me; but he bade me recollect, 
and ſee if all my money was ſafe: Upon which I pulled 
out my purſe (for I had bought one ſince I came to 
town), and reckoning my_money in my hand, which was 
now reduced to fivs even thillings and two- 
pence, aſſured him I had nothing. „ Well then 
(ſays he) ſo much theHetter—this is God-ſend ; and, as 
you two were preſent when J picked it up, you are en- 
titled to equal ſhares with me.” TI was aſtoniſhed at 
theſe words, and looked upon this perſon to be a pro- 
digy of integrity, but abſolutely refuted to take any part 
of the fum. . Come, gentlemen (faid he), yon are too 
modeſt—T ſee you are ſtrangers z but you ſhall give me 
teavg fy, treat you with a whet this cold raw morning.” 
I wouldhave declined this invitation, but Strap whiſ- 


pered to me, that the gentleman would be affronted, 


and I complied. «© Where ſhall we go? (faid the ſtran- 
ger), I am quite ignorant of this part of the town.” I 
informed him, that we were in the fame ſituation : Up- 
on which he propoſed to go into the firſt public houſe 
we ſhould find open; and, as we walked together, he 


N 


began in this manner: « I find by your tongues you are 


from Scotland, gentlemen. My grandmother by the fa- 
ther's ſide was of your country, and I am fo prepoſſeſſed 
in its favour, that I never meet a Scotchman but my 
heart warms. The Scots are a very brave people. There 
is ſcarce a great family in the kingdom that cannot boaſt 
of tome exploits performed by its anceſtors many hun- 
dred years ago. There's your Douglaſſes, Gordons, 


Campbells, Hamiltons. We have no ſuch ancient fa- 


milies here in England. Then you are all very well edu- 
cated. I have known a pedlar talk in Greek and He- 
brew, as well as if they. had been his mother tongue.— 
And, for honeſty, I once had a ſervant, his name was 


Gregory Macgregor, I would have truſted him with un- 


told gold.” Fhis eulogium on my native country, gain- 


ed my affection ſo ſtrongly, that I believe I could have 


gone to death to ſerve the author; and Strap's eyes 
twam in tears. At length, as we paſſed through a dark 
Barrow lane, we perceived a public houſe, which we 
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entered, and- found a man fitting by the fire, ſmoking 

à pipe, with a pint of purl before him, Our new- ac- 
_ quaizi;nce afked us, if ever we had drank egg flip? To 
whic!: queſtion we anſwering in the negative, he aſſured 
us of a regale, and ordered a quart to be prepared, cal- 
ling for pipes and tobacco at the ſame time. We found 
this cg apoſition very palatable, and drank heartily ; the 
converſation (which was introduced by the gentleman) 
turning upon the ſnares that young unexperienced people 
are, expoſed to in this metropolis. He deſcribed a thou- 
ſand cheats that are daily practiſed upon the ignorant 
and unwary; and warned us of them with ſo much good 
nature and concern, that we bleſſed the opportunity 
which threw us in his way. After we had put the cann 
about for ſome time, our new friend began to yawn, 
telling us he had been up all night with a ſick perſon 


and propoſed we ſhould have recourſe to ſome diverfion 


to keep him awake. „ Suppoſe (ſaid he) we ſhould 
take a hand at whiſt for paſtime, But let me ſee, that 
won't do, there's only three of us; and I cannot play at 
any other game. The truth is, I ſeldom or never play, 
but out of complaiſance, or at ſuch a time as this, when 
J am in danger of falling afleep.” Although I was not 
much inclined to gaming, I felt no averſion to paſs an 
hour or two at cards with a friend; and, knowing that 
Strap underſtood as much of the matter as I, made no 
ſcruple of ſaying, «I with we could find a fourth hand.” 
White we were in this perplexity, the perſon whom we 
found in the houſe at our entrance overhearing our diſ- 
courſe, took the pipe from his mouth very gravely, and 
accoſted us thus: Gentlemen, my pipe is out you ſee 
(ſhaking the aſhes into the fire), and rather than you 
ſhould be baulked, I don't care if I take a hand with 
you for a trifle ; but remember I won't play for any thing 
of conſequence.” We accepted his proffer with plea- 
ſure; having cut for partners, it fell to my lot to play 
with him againſt our friend and Strap, for three-pence 
a game. We were ſo ſucceſsful, that, in a ſhort time, 
1 was half a crown gainer; when the gentleman whom 
we had met in the ſtreet obſerving he had no luck to- 
day, propoſed. to leave off, or change partners, By this 
time I was inflamed with my good fortune and the ex- 
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ROD ERICK RANDOM. 79 
pectation of improving it, as I perceived the two ſtran- 
gers played but indifferently: Therefore I voted for gi- 
ving him his revenge; and, cutting again, Strap and I 
(to our mutual ſatisfaction) happened to be partners. 
My good fortune attended me ſtill, and in leſs than an 
hour, we had got thirty ſhillings of their money ; for, 
as they loſt, they grew the keener, and douhled ſtakes 
every time. At laſt the inconſtant goddeſs began to veer 
about, and we were very ſoon ſtripped of all our gains, 
and about forty ſhillings of our own money. This loſs 


mortified me extremely, and had a viſible effect on the 
muſcles of Strap's face, which lengthened apace; but 


our antagoniſts perceiving our condition, kindly per- 
mitted us to retrieve our loſs, and conſole ourſelves with 
a new acquiſition. Then my companion wiſely ſuggeſt- 
ed it was time to be gone; upon which the perſon who 
had joined usdin the houſe began to curfe the cards; 
and muttered that we were indebted to fortune only for 
what we had got, no part of our ſucceſs being owing to 
our good play.” This infinuation nettled me ſo much, 
that I challenged him to a game of piquet for a crown 
and he was with difficulty perſuaded to accept the invi- 
tation. This conteſt ended in leſs than an hour, to my 
inexpreſſible aMiction, who loſt every ſhilling of my 
own money, Strap abſolutely refuſing to ſupply me with 
a ſixpence. 'The gentleman, at whoſe requeſt we had 
come in, perceiving by my diſconſolate looks the fitua- 


tion of my heart, which well nigh burſted with grief 


and reſentment, when the other ſtranger . got up, and 


went away with my money, began in this manner: I 


am truly afflicted at your bad luck, and would willingly 
repair it, was it in my power. But what in the name 
of goodneſs could provoke you to tempt your fate ſo 
long ? It is always a maxim with .gameſters to purſue 
ſucceſs as far as it will go, and to ſtop whenever fortune 


| ſhifts about. You are a young man, and your paſſions 


too impetuous; you muitYVearn to govern them better: 
However, there is no experience like that which is 
bought; you will be the better for this the longeſt day 
you have to live. As for the fellow who has got your 
money, I don't half like him. Did not you obſerve me 
tip you the wink to leave off in time ? I anſwered, 
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80 The ADVENTURES 97 


No. ( No (continued he), you was too eager to mind 
any thing but the game. But, harkee, (aid he, in a 
whiſper), are you ſatisfied of that young man's honeſty ? 


his looks are a little ſuſpicious z but I may be miſtaken 


he made a great many grimaces while he ſtood behind 
you; this is a very wicked town.” I told him I was very 
well convinced of my comrade's integrity, and that the 
grimaces he mentioned 'were doubtleſs owing to his an- 
xiety at my loſs. O ho ! if that be the caſe, I aſk his 
pardon. —Landlord, ſce what's to pay.” — The. reckon- 
ing amounted to eighteen pence, which having diſ- 
charged, the gentleman ſhook us both by the hand, 

and, ſaying he ſhould be very glad to ſee us again, de- 
parted. , 


* 


CHAPTER, XV. 


Strap moraliats—preſents Bis purſe to menue inform our 
landlord of my mi . tune ;—he unravels the myſlery—1 
preſent myſe e If to Cringer—he recommends and turns me 


over to Mr Staytape ] become acquainted with a fellow. 


dependent, AF, explains the characters 'of Cringer and 


Staytape—and informs me of the method to be purſued at 


the Navy-office and Surgeons-hall—Strap is employed. 


N our way to our lodging, after a profound ſilence on 
both fides, Strap, with a hideous groan, obſerved, 
that we had brought our pigs to a fine market. To this 
obſervation I made no reply, and he went on: * God 
ſend us well out of this place; we have not been in Lon- 
don eight and forty hours, and I believe we have met 
with eight and forty thouſand misfortunes—We have 
been jeered, reproached, buffeted, piſſed upon, and at 


Jaſt ſtripped of our money; and I ſuppoſe by and by we 


mall be ſtripped of our ſkins. —Indeed, as to the money 
part of it, that was owing to our own folly ; Solomon fays, 
Bray a fool in a mortar, and he vill never be wiſe, Ah! 
God help us, an ounce of prudence is worth a pound 
of gold.” This was no time for him to tamper 
with my diſpoſition, already mad with my loſs, and 
inflamed with reſentment againſt him for having re- 
fuſed me a little money to attempt to retrieve it. I 
therefore turned towards him with a ſtern counte- 
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ROD ERICK RANDOM. 81 
nance, -yooul aſked, «© Who he called fool?” Being alto- 
gether amaccuſtomed to ſuch looks from me, he ſtood 
{ill and ſtared in my face for ſome time; then, with 
ſome confuſion, uttered, « Fool! I called no body fool 
but myſelf; I am ſure I am the greateſt fool of the 
two, for being ſo much concerned at other people's 


misfortunes : But nemo omnibus horis ſapit—that's all 


that's all.” Upon which a filence enſued that brought 
us to our lodging, where I threw myſelf upon the bed 
in an agony of deſpair, reſolved to periſh rather than 
apply to my companion or any other body for relief; 

but Strap, who knew my temper, and whole heart bled 
within him at my diſtreſs, after ſome pauſe came to the 
bed-ſide, and, putting a leathern purſg into my hand, 
burſt into tears, crying, © I know be yon think ; but 


I ſcorn your thoughts. There's all I have in the world; | 
take it, and I'll perhaps get more for you before that 


be done. If not, I'l beg for you, ſteal for you, go 
through the wide world with you, and ſtarve with you; 
for though I be a poor cobler's ſon, I am no ſcout.” I 
was ſo touched with the generous pailion of this poor 
creature, that I could not refrain from weeping alſo, 
and we mingled our tears together for ſome time. Up- 
on examining the purſe, I found in it two half guineas 


and half a crown, which I would have returned to 


him, ſaying, he knew better than I how to manage it; 
| but he abſolutely refuſed my propoſal, and told me, it 
was more reaſonable and decent that he ſhould depend 


upon me who was a gentleman, than that I ſhould be 
controuled by him. : 


AETER this friendly conteſt was over, and our minds 


more at eaſe, we informed our landlord of what had 


happened to us, taking care to conceal the extremity 
to which we were reduced. He no ſooner heard the 
ſtory, than he aſſured us we had been grievouſly im- 
poſed upon by a couple of ſharpers, who were aſſociates; 
and that this polite, honeſt, friendly, humane perſon, 
who had treated us ſo civilly, was no other than a raſcals 
iy money-dropper, who made it his bufineſs to decoy 
ſtrangers in that manner to one of his own haunts, where 
an accomplice or two were always waiting to affiſt in 


Pillaging the prey he had run down. Here the goed 
Vol. I. NM 
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man recounted a great many ſtories of people who had 
been ſeduced, cheated, pilfered, beat, nay even murder- 
ed, by ſuch villains, I was confounded at the artifice 
and wickedneſs of mankind, and Strap, lifting up his 
eyes and hands to heaven, prayed that God would de- 
liver him from ſuch ſcenes of iniquity; for ſurely the 
devil had ſet up his throne in London. Our landlord 
being curious to know what reception we had met with 
at Mr Cringer's, we acquainted him with the particu- 
lars; at which he ſhook his head, and told us, we had 
not gone the right way to work; that there was nothing 
to be done with a m—b—r of pt without a bribe; _ 
that the ſervant was commonly infected with the ma- 
ſter's diſeaſe, and expected to be paid for his work, as 
well as his betters. He therefore adviſed me to give 
the footman a ſhilling the next time I ſhould defire ad- 
mittance to my patron, or elſe I thould ſcarce find an 
opportunity to deliver my letter. Accordingly, next 
morning, when the door was opened, I {lipt a ſhilling 
into his hand, and told him I had a letter for his ma- 
{ter. I found the good effects of my liberality ; for the 
fellow let me in immediately, and taking the letter out 
of my hand, defired me to wait in a kind of paſſage for 
an anſwer. In this place I continued ſtanding for three 
quarters of an hour, during which time I ſaw a great 
many young teilows, whom I formerly knew in Scot- 
land, paſs and repaſs, with an air of familiarity, i in their 
way to and from the audience-chamber ; while I was 
fain to ſtand ſhivering in the cold, and turn my back 
to them, that they might not perceive the lowneſs of my 
condition. At length Mr Cringer came out to fee a 
young gentleman to the door, who was no other than 
Squire Gawky, dreſſed in a very gay ſuit of clothes: 
At parting, Mr Cringer ſhook him by the hand, and 
told him he hoped to have the pleaſure of his company 
at dinner. Then turning about towards me, aſked 
what were my commands ? when he underſtood I was 
the 13 who had brought the letter from Mr Crab, 
he affected to recollect my name, which however he 
pretended he could not do, till he had conſulted the” 
letter again; to ſave him that trouble, I told him my 
name was Random. "ION which he went on, Ay, 
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RODERICK RANDOM. 83 
ay, Random, Random, Random I think I remember 
the name z” and very well he might, for this very indi- 
vidual Mr Cringer had many a time rode before my 
grandfather's cloak- bag, in quality of a footman, « Well 
(fays he), you propoſe to go onboard a man"of war, as 
ſurgeon's mate.” I rephed by a low bow. „I believe 
it will be a difficult matter (continued he) to procure a 
warrant, there being already ſuch a ſwarm of Scotch 
furgeons at the Navy-office, in expectation of the next 
vacancy, that the commiſſioners are afraid of being torn 
to pieces, and have actually applied for a guard to pro- 
tet them. However, tome thips will ſoon be put in 
commiſſion, and then we ſhall ſee what's to be done.” 
So faying, he left me exceedingly mortified at the dif- 
ferent reception Mr Gawky and I had met with trom 
this upſtart, proud, mean member, who, I imagined, 
would have been glad of an opportunity to be grateful 
for the obligations he owed to my family. 

Ar my return, I was ſurpriſed with the agreeable 
news of Strap's being employed, on the recommendation 
of his friend the ſchoolmaſter, by a periwig- maker in 
the neighbourhood, who allowed him five {hillings per 
week, beſides bed and board. I continued to dance at- 
tendance every other morning at the levee of Mr Cringer, 
during a fortnight, in which time I became acquainted 
with a young fellow of my own country and profeſſion, 


* 


who alſo depended on the member's intereſt; but was 


treated with much more reſpect than I, both by the fer- 
vants and maſter, and often admitted into a parlour, 


where there was a fire, for the convenience of the better 


permitted to penetrate on account of my appearance, 
which was not at all faſhionable; but was obliged to 
ſtand blowing my fingers in a cold lobby, and take the 
firſt opportunity of Mr Cringer's going to the door to 
ſpeak with him. One day, while I enjoyed this occa- 
ſion, a perſon was introduced whom Mr Cringer no 
ſooner ſaw, than, running towards him, he ſaluted him 


with a bow to the very ground, and afterwards ſhaking 


him by the hand with great heartineſs and familiarity, 

called him his good friend, and aſked very kindly after 

Mrs Staytape, and the young ladies; then, after a 
M 2 


ſort of thoſe who waited: for him. Thither I was never 
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„De ADVENTURES of 

whiſper which continued ſome minutes, wherein I over- 
heard the word honour repeated ſeveral times with great 
emphaſis, Mr Cringer introduced me to this gentleman, 
as to a perſon whole advice and aſſiſtance I might de- 
pend upon, and having given me his direction, followed 
me to the door, where he told me, I need not give my- 


ſelf the trouble to call at his houſe any more, for Mr 
Staytape would do my buſineſs. - At that inſtant my 


fellow dependent coming out after me, overheard the 
diſcourſe of Mr Cringer, and making up to me in the 
{treet, accoſted me very civilly. This addreſs I looked 
upon as no ſmall honour, conſidering the figure he 
made; for he was dreſſed in a blue frock with a gold 
button, a green ſilk wailtcoat trimmed with gold, black 


velvet breeches, white filk ſtockings, ſilver buckles, a 
gold-laced hat, a Spencer wig, and a ſilver-hilted hanger, 


with a fine clouded cane in his hand. I perceive 
(fays he). you are but lately come from Scotland; pray 


what may your buſineſs with Mr Cringer be? I ſuppoſe 


it is no ſecret—and I may poflibly give you ſome advice 
that may be ſerviceable; for I have been ſurgeon's ſe- 
cond mate on board of a ſeventy-gun ſhip, and conſe- 
quently know a good deal of the world.” I made no 


{cruple to diſclote my ſituation, which when he had 


learned, he ſhook his head, and told me he had been 


pretty much in the ſame circumſtances about a year 


ago; that he had relied on Cringer's promiſes, until his 
money (which was coniiderable), as well as his credit, 
was quite e&hauſted; and when he wrote to his rela- 
tions for a freſh zm inſtead of money, he received 
nothing but reproaches, and the epithets of idle de- 
bauched fellow: That, after he had waited at the Navy- 
office many months for a warrant to no purpoſe, he was 


fain to pawn ſome of his clothes, which raiſed a ſmall 


tum, wherewith he bribed the ſecretary, who ſoon procu- 
red a warrant for him, notwithſtanding he had affirmed 


the ſame day, that there was not one VACANCY : That he 


had gone on board, where he remained nine months; 
It the end of which the ſhip was put out of commiſſion 


and he ſaid the company were to be paid off in Broad- 
{treet the very next day: That his relations being recon- 


ciled'to him, had charged him to pay his devoirs regu- 
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RODERICKE RANDOM. 85 
gularly to Mr Cringer, who had informed them by let- 
ter, that his intereſt alone had procured the warrant; in 
obedience to which command, he came to his levee 
every morning as I ſaw, though he looked upon him to 
be a very pitiful ſcoundrel. In conclution, he aſked me 
if I had yet paſſed at Surgeons Hall? To which queſtion 


I anſwered, I did not ſo much as know it was neceſſary. 


« Neceflary | (cried he), O Lord, O Lord! I find I mutt 
inſtruct you—come along with me, and Tl give you 
ſome information about that matter.” 80 ſaying, he 
carried me into an ale-houte, where he called for ſome 
beer and bread and cheeſe, on which we breakfaſted. 
While we fat in this place, he told me I muſt firſt go to 
the Navy-othce, and write to the board, deſiring them 
to order a letter for me to the Surgeons Hall, that I may 
be examined touching my ſkill in ſurgery: That the 
furgeons, after having examined me, would give me my 
qualification ſealed up in form of a letter directed to 
the commiſſioners, which qualification I muſt deliver to 
the ſecretary of the board, who would open it in my 


preſence, and read the contents. After which I muſt 
_ employ my intereſt to be provided for as ſoon as poſſible. 


That the expence of this qualification, for ſecond mate 
of a third rate, amounted to thirteen ſhillings, excluſive 
of the warrant, which coſt him half a guinea and half a 
crown, beſides the preſent ta the ſecretary, which con- 
ſiſted of a three-pound-twelve piece. This calculation 
was like a thunderbolt to me, whoſe whole fortune did 


not amount to twelve ſhillings. I accordingly made him 


acquainted with this part of my diſtreſs, after having 
thanked him for his information and advice. He con- 
doled me on this occaſion ; but bade me be of good 


cheer, for he had conceived a friendſhip for me, and < 


would make all things eaſy. He was run out at preſent, 
but to-morrow or next day he was certain of receiving 
a conſiderable ſum, of which he would lend me what 
would be ſufficient to anſwer my exigencies. This frank 
declaration pleaſed me ſo much, that I pulled out my 
purſe, and emptied it before him, begging him to take 
what he pleaſed for pocket expence, until he ſhould re- 
ceive his own money. With a good deal of preſſing he 


was prevailed upon to take five thylings, telling me that 
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86 The ADVENTURES FT 
he might have what money he wanted at any time for 
the trouble of going into the city; but as he had met 
with me, he would defer his going thither till to-morrow, 
when I ſhould go along with him, and he would put me 
in a way of acting for myſelf, without a fervile depen- 
dence on that raſcal Cringer, much leſs on the louſy tay- 
lor to whom I heard him turn you over. How (cried I), 
is Mr Staytape a taylor?“ « No lefs, Fll aſſure you (an- 
ſwered he), and, I confeſs, more likely to ſerve you than 


the member; for, provided you can entertain him with 


politics and conundrums, you may have credit with him 
for as many and as rich clothes as you pleaſe.” I told 
him, I was utterly ignorant of both, and ſo incenſed at 
Cringer's uſage, that I would never ſet foot within his 


door again. After a good deal more converſation, my 


new acquaintance and I parted, having made an ap- 
pointment to meet next day at the ſame place, in order 
to ſet out for the city. I went immediately to Strap, 
and related every thing which had happened ; but he 
did not at all approve of my being ſo forward to lend 
money to a ſtranger, eſpecially as we had already been 
ſo much impoſed upon by appearances. © However 
(faid he), if you are ſure he is a Scotchman, I believe 
marc ſafe.” | | 


. CHAPTER XVI. 
Ay new acquaintance breaks an appointment] proceed by 
myſelf to the Navy-office—addreſs myſelf to a perſon 
there, who aſſiſts me with his advice—vrite to the board 
they grant me a letter to the Surgeons at the Hall 
am informed of the beau's name and charatter—find him 
— he makes me his confident in an amour —deſires me to 
pawn my linen, for his occaſions A recover what I lent 
him me curious obſervations of Strap on that occaſion 
is vanity. | 1 
N the morning I roſe and went to the place of ren- 
dezvous, where I waited two hours in vain ; and 
was ſo exaſperated againſt him for breaking his appoint- 
ment, that I tet out for the city by myſelf, in hopes of 
finding the villain, and being revenged on him for his 


breach of promiſe. At length I found myſelf at the 
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RODERICK RANDOM. By 


- Navy-office, which I entered, and ſaw crouds of young 
fellows walking helow, many of whom made no better 
appearance than myſelf. I conſulted the phyſiognomy 
of each, and at laſt made up to one whoſe countenance I 
liked; and aſked, if he could inſtruct me in the form 
of the letter which was to be ſent to the board, to ob- 
tain an order for examination: He anſwerel me 
in broad Scotch, that he would ſhew me the copy of 

what he had writ for himſelf, by the direction of an- 
other who knew the form ; and accordingly pulled it ont 
of his pocket for my peruſal; and told me, that, if I 
was expeditious, I might ſend it in to the board before 
dinner, for they did no buſineſs in the afternooa. He 
then went with me to a coffee houſe hard by, where 
[ wrote the letter, which was immediately delivered to 
the meſſenger ; who told me I might expect an order 
to-morrow about the ſame time. Having tranſacted 
this piece of buſineſs, my mind was a good deal com- 


=> AS: MIS), Lag SS, on 3 x 24 Shs af 3 8 I 7 * $347 5 0 
n 38 R r —— BYE „„ . * id 72 POE PTTL «yz 
e ts KN 75 BG EE NG en, hs 12 . RN . rod TTV r SLED 
e 1 N 3 3 n T e , 2 x 98% 
7 o Fe: . * \ 4 : 8 25 


gave me to underſtand, that he was no ſtranger to the 
name of Beau Jackſon (fo he was called at the Navy-of- 
fice), although he did not know him perſonally; that he 
had the character of a good-natured careleſs fellow, who 
made no ſcruple of borrowing from any body that would 
lend; that moſt people who knew him believed he had 
5 a good principle at bottom; but his extravagance was 
7 ſuch, he would probably never have it in his power to 
manifeſt the honeſty of his intention. This account 
made me ſweat for my five ſhillings, which I neverthe- 
leſs did not altogether deſpair of recovering, provided TI 
could find out the debtor. This young man likewiſe 
added another circumſtance of Squire Jackſon's hiſtory, 


K 


# poſed ;- and as I met with ſo much civility from this 
a ſtranger, I deſired further acquaintance with him, fully 
5 reſolved, however, not to be deceived by him ſo much 
5 to my prejudice as I had been by the beau. He agrecd 
= to dine with me at the cook's ſhop which I frequented 
3 and on our way thither, carried me to Change, where 
= I was in ſome hopes of finding Mr Jackſon (for that 
= was the name of the perſon who had broke his appoint- 
= ment). I ſought him there to no purpoſe, and on our 
= way towards the other end of the town, imparted to my 
I companion his behaviour towards me : Upon which, he 
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which was, that being deſtitute of all means to equip 
himſelf for ſea, when he received his laſt warrant, he 
had been recommended to a perſon who lent him a little 
money, after he had ſigned a will and power, entitling 


that perſon to lift his wages when they ſhould become 


due, as alſo to inherit his effects in cafe. of his death. 


That he was {till under the tutorage and direction of 
that gentleman, who advanced him ſmall ſums from 
time to time upon his ſecurity, at the rate of 50 per cent. 
But at preſent his credit was very low, becauſe his funds 
would Go little more than pay what he had already re- 
ceived, this moderate intereſt included. After the ſtran- 
ger (whoſe name was Thomſon) had entertained me 
with this account of Jackſon, he informed me that he 
himſelf had paſſed for third mate of a third-rate, about 
four months ago ; ſince which time, he had conſtantly 


attended at the Navy-office in hope of a warrant, having 


been aſſured from, the beginning, both by a Scotch mem- 
ber and one of the commiſſioners to whom the member 
recommended him, that he thould be put into the firſt 
vacancy ; notwithſtanding which promiſe, he had the 
mortification to ſce ſix or {even appointed to the ſame 


ſtation almoſt every week ; that now being utterly im- 


poveriſhed, his ſole hope confiſted in the promiſe of a 
friend lately come-to town, to lend him a {mall matter, 
for a preſent to the ſecretary, without which he was per- 
ſuaded he might wait a thouſand years to no purpeſe. 
I conceived a mighty liking for this young fellow, which 
(I believe) proceeded from the ſimilitude of our fortunes : 
We ſpent the whole day together; and, as he lived at 
Wapping, I defired him to take a ſhare- of my. bed. 
Next day we returned to the Navy-office, where, after 
being called before the board, and queſtioned about the 
place of my nativity and eee they ordered a let- 
ter to be made out for me, which, upon paying half a 
crown to the clerk, I received, nd delivered into the 


hands of the clerk at Surgeons Hall, together with a 


ſhilling for his trouble in regiſtering my name. By this 
time my whole ſtock was diminiſhed to two ſhillings, 
and I ſaw not the leaſt proſpect of relief, even for pre: 
ſent ſubſiſtence, much leſs to enable me to pay the fecs 


at Surgeons Hall for my examination, which would 
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come on in a fortnight. In this ſtate of perplexity, I 
conſulted Strap, who aſſured me, he would pawn every 
thing he had in the world, even to his razors, before I 
ſhould want: But this expedient I abſolutely rejected, 


telling him, I would a thouſand times rather liſt for a 


ſoldier, of which I had ſome thoughts, than be any 
longer a burden to him. At the word ſoldier, he grew 
pale as death, and begged, on his knees, I would think 
no more of that ſcheme. „ God preſerve us all in our 
right wits ! (cried he), would you turn ſoldier, and per- 
haps be ſent abroad againſt the Spaniaffls, where you 
muſt ſtand and be ſhot at like a woodcock ?—Heaven 
keep cold lead out of my carcaſe ! and let me die in a 
bed like a Chriſtian, as all my forefathers have done. 
What ſignifies all the riches and honours of this life, if 
one enjoys not content? And, in the next, there is no. 
reſpect of perſons. - Better be a poor honeſt barber with 
a good conſcience, and time to repent of my ſins upon 
my death- bed, than be cut off (God bleſs us) by a muſket 
ſhot, as it were in the very flower of one's age, in the 
purſuit of riches and fame. What ſignify riches ? (my 
dear friend I) do not they make unto themſelves wings? 
as the wiſe man ſaith; and does not Horace obſerve, 
Non domus aut fundus, non aris aceruus out auri agroto 


domino deduxit corpore febrem, non animo curas. I could 


moreover mention many other ſayings in contempt of 
riches, both from the Bible and oth& good books; but, 


as I know you are not very fond of thoſe things, I ſhall 


only aſſure you, that, if you take on to be a ſoldier, I will 
do the ſame ; and then, if we ſhould both be flain, you 
will not only have your own blood to anſwer for, but mine 


- alſo; and peradventure the lives of all thoſe whom we 


ſhall kill in battle. Therefore, I pray you, conſider whe- 
ther you will fit down contented with ſmall things, and 
ſhare the fruits of my induſtry in peace, till Provi- 
dence ſhall ſend better tidings; or, by your deſpair, 
plunge both our fouls and bodies into everlaſting perdi- 
tion, which God of his infinite mercy forbid.” I could 
not help ſmiling at this harangue, which was delivered 
with great ee ale the tears ſtanding in his eyes all 
the time; and prbmiſed to do nothing of that ſort with- 

out his conſent and concurrence. He was much com- 
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forted with this declaration; and told me in a few days 
| he ſhould receive a week's wages, which ſhould be at m 
ſervice ; but adviſed me, in the mean time, to go in que 
of Jackſon, and recover, if poſſible, what he had bor- 
rowed of me. I accordingly trudged about from one 
end of the town to the other for ſeveral days, without 
being able to learn any thing certain.concerning him : 
And, one day, being extremely hungry and allured by 
the ſteams that regaled my noſtrils from a boiling cellar, 
I went down with an intention to gratify my appetite 
with two penny worth of beef; when, to my no {mall 
ſurpriſe, I found Mr Jackſon fitting at dinner with a 
footman. He no ſooner perceived me than he got up, 
and ſhook me by the hand, ſaying, „He was glad to 
ſee me, for he intended to have call-d at my lodgings_ 
in the afternoon.” I was ſo well pleaſed with this ren- 
counter, and the apologies he made for not keeping 
his appointment, that I forgot my reſentment, and fat 
down to dinner, with the happy expectation of not only 
recovering my own-money before we ſhould part, but 
allo of reaping the benefit of his promiſe to lend me 
+ wherewithal to paſs examination; and this hope my ſan- 
guine complexion ſuggeſted, though the account Thom- 
{on gave me of him onght to have moderated my ex- 
pectation. When we had feaſted ſumptuouſly, he took 
his leave of the footman, and adjourned with me to an 
alehouſe hard by, where, after ſhaking me by the hand 
again, he began thus: « I ſuppole you think me a Jad 
dog, Mr Random, and I do confeſs that appearances 
are againſt me. But I dare ſay you will forgive me, 
when I tell you, my not coming at the time appointed 
was owing to a peremptory meſſage I received from a 
certain lady, whom, hark'ee (but this is a great ſecret), 
I am to marry very foon. You think this ſtrange, per- 
haps, but it is not leſs true for all that—a five thouſand 
pounder, I'll aſſure you, beſides expectations. For my 
own part, devil take me if I know what any woman can 
ſee engaging about me—but a whim you know; and 
then one would not baulk one's good fortune. You ſaw 
that footman who dined with us—he's one of the ho- 
neſteſt fellows that ever wore a livery. You muſt know, 
it was by his Means I was introduced to her, for he 
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EY RODERICK RANDOM or 
made me firſt acquainted with her woman, who is his 
miſtreſs; ay, many a crown has he and his ſweetheart 
had of my money; but what of that? things are now 
brought to a bearing. I have (come a little this way) 
I have propoſed marriage, and the day is fixed; ſhe's a 
pet eee writes like an angel. O Lord! the 

= can repeat all the Engliſh tragedies as well as &er a 
= player in Drury Lane | and indeed is ſo fond of plays, 
= that, to be near the ſtage, ſhe has taken lodgings in a 
court hard by the theatre. But you ſhall ſee—you ſhall 
ſee—here's the laſt letter ſhe ſent me.” With theſe 
words, he put it into my hand, and I read (to the beſt 
of my remembrance) as follows: | 
; t Dacr Kreeter,  . 

* e AS you are the animable hopjack of my contem- 

2 playſhins, your aydear is infernally ſkimming before my 

| keymerycal fanſee, when Murfy ſends his puppies to 

the heys of ſlipping mortals; and when Febus ſhines 

from his merrydying throne : Whereupon, I ſhall can- 

ſeeif old whorie time has loſt his pinners, as alſo Cupid 

his harrows, until thou enjoy {weet propoſe in the loaf- 
| ſeek harms of thy faithfool to commend, 

4 ” FRE Sur e . Clayrender.” 

While I was reading, he ſeemed to be in an extaſy, 
rubbing his hands, and burſting out into fits of laugh- 
= ter; at laſt he caught hold of my hand, and, ſqueezing 
= it, cried, «There is ſtile for you | what do you think 

: of this billet-doux ?” Tanſwered, « It might be ſublime 

= for aught I knew, for it was altogether above my; com- 

. prehenſion.” —« Q ho! (ſaid he), I believe it is both 

tender and ſublime—ſhe's a divine creature !—and ſo 3 
doats upon me! Let me fee, what ſhall I do with this 
money, when I have once got it into my hands? In the 
firſt place, I ſhall do for you—Pm a man of few words; 
but, ſay no more, that's determined Whether would 
you adviſe me to purchaſe ſome poſt, by which I may 
riſe in the ſtate 3 or lay out my wife's fortune in land, 
and retire to the country at once ?- gave my opinion, : 
without heſitation, that he could not do better than buy 
an eſtate and improve; eſpecially ſince he had already 
leen ſo much of the world. Then I launched out into 
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92 The ADVENTURES of 
the praiſes of a country life, as deſcribed by the poets 


whoſe works I had read. He ſeemed to reliſh my ad- 
vice, but withal told me, that, although he had ſeen a 


great deal of the world both by land and fea, having 
cruiſed three whole months in the Channel, yet he ſhould 


not be ſatisfied until he had viſited France, which he 
propoſed to do before he thould ſettle; and to carry his 


wife along with him, I had nothing to object to his 
propoſal ; and aſked how ſoon he hoped to be happy? 
« As to that (he replied) nothing obſtructs my happi- 


neſs, but the want of a little ready cath 3 for you muſt 


know, my friend in the city has gone out of town for a 
week. or two; and I unfortunately miſſed my pay at 


Broad- ſtreet, by being detained too long by the dear 


* 


charmer; but there will be a recall at Chatham next 


week, whither the ſhip's books are ſent, and I have com- 


miſſioned a friend in that place to receive the money.” 
If that be all (ſaid I), there's no great harm in deferring 
your marriage a few days.—« Yes, faith ! but there is 
(faid he), you don't know how many rivals I have, who 
would take all advantages againſt me. I would not baulk 
the impatience of her paſſion for the world; the leaſt 
appearance of coldneſs and indifference would ruin all : 
and ſuch offers, don't occur every day.” I acquieſced in 
this obſervation, and inquired how he intended to pro- 
ceed: At this queſtion, he rubbed his chin, and ſaid, 
« Why, truly, I muſt be obliged to ſome friend or other 
o you know nobody that would lend me a ſmall ſum 
for a day or two ?”—1 affured him, I was ſuch an utter 
ſtranger in London, that I did not believe I could bor- 
row a guinea if my life depended upon it.“ No! (faid 


he), that's hard—that's hard. I with I had any thing 


to pawn; upon my ſoul, you have got excellent linen 


(feeling the ſleeve of my ſhirt); how many ſhirts of that 


kind have you got ?”—l anſwered, « Six ruffled and fix 


plain,” —At which he teſtified great ſurpriſe, and ſwore 


that no gentleman ought to have more than four. How 


many d'ye think I have got (continued he) ? But this 
and another, as I hope to be ſaved ! I dare ſay we ſhall 


be able to raiſe a good ſum out of your ſuperfluity—let 


me ſee let me fee—cach of theſe thirts are worth ſix- 
teen ſhillings at a moderate computation 3 now, ſuppoſe 
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RODERICK RANDOM. 93 
we pawn them for half price, eight times eight is ſixty- 
give me your hand. —« Softly, ſoftly, Mr Jackſon 


(ſaid I), don't diſpoſe of my linen without my conſent z 
firſt pay me the crown you owe me, and then we ſhall 


four, that's . 0 pounds four; z—ds ! that will do; 


talk of other matters.” He proteſted he had not above 


one ſhilling in his pocket, but- that he would pay me 
out of the firſt of the money raiſed from the ſhirts.— 
This piece of aſſurance incenſed me ſo much, that I ſwore 
I would not part with him until I had received ſatisfac- 
tion for what I had lent him; and, as for the ſhirts, I 
would not pawn one of them to fave him from the gal- 
lows. At this expreſſion, he laughed aloud, and then 
complained it was damn'd hard, that I ſhould refuſe 
him a trifle that would infallibly enable him not only to 
make his own fortune, but mine alſo. „ You talk of 
pawning my ſhirts (faid I), ſuppoſe you ſhould fell this 
hanger, Mr Jackſon ? I believe it would fetch a good 


round ſum ?”—<« No, hang it (ſaid he), I can't appear 


decently without my hanger, or egad it ſhould go.”— 
However, ſeeing me inflexible with regard to my linen, 
he at length unbuckled his hanger, and, ſhewing me the 
ſign of the three blue balls, deſired me to carry it thither 
and pawn it for two guineas. This office I would by no 
means have performed, had I feen\)any likelihood of ha- 
ving my money otherwiſe z but not willing, out of a 
piece of falſe delicacy, to neglect the only opportunity I 
ſhould perhaps ever have, I ventured into a pawnbro- 
ker's ſhop, where I demanded two guineas on the pledge, 
in the name of Thomas Williams: „ Two guineas | 
(ſaid the pawnbroker, looking at the hanger), this piece 
of goods has been here ſeveral times before for thirty 
ſhillings ; however, ſince I believe the gentleman to 
whom it belongs will redeem it, he ſhall have what he 
wants 3” and accordingly, he paid me the money, which 
I carried to the houſe where I had left Jackſon, and, 
calling for change, counted out to him ſeven and thirty 
ſhillings, reſerving the other five for myſelf. After 
looking at the money ſome time, he ſaid, « D—n it ! 
it don't ſignify this won't do my buſineſs ; ſo you may 
as well take half a guinea, p a whole one, as the five 
ihillings you have kept.“ A thanked him kindly ; but 


— 


4 The ADVENTURES of 


T refuſed to accept of any more than was my due, be- 
cauſe I had no proſpect of repaying it. Upon which 
declaration, he ſtared in my face, and told me, I was 
exceſſively raw, or I would not talk in that manner, 
ec Blood (cried he), L have a very bad opinion of a young 
fellow who won't borrow of his friend when he is in 
want; tis the fign of a ſneaking ſpirit. Come, come, 
Random, give me back the five ſhillings, and take this 
half guinea, and if ever you are able to pay me, I be- 
heve you will; if not, d—r me if ever I aſk it.” When 
I reflected on my preſent neceſſity, I ſuffered myſelf to 
be perſuaded; and, after making my acknowledgments 
to Mr Jackſon, who offered to treat me with a play, I 
returned to my lodgings with a much better opinion. of 
this gentleman than I had in the morning; and at night 
imparted my day's adventures to Strap, who rejoiced at 
my good luck, ſaying, “I told you, if he was a Scotch- 
man, you was fafe enough ; and who knows but this 
marriage may make us all? You have heard, I ſup- 
poſe, as how a countryman of ours, a journeyman ba- 
ker, ran away with a great lady of this town,. and now 
keeps his coach. Ecod! I ſay nothing; but yeſterday 
morning, as I was a ſhaving a gentleman at his own 
houſe, there was a young lady in the room—a fine bux- 
em wench, ifaith ! and ſhe threw ſo many ſheep's eyes 
at a certain perſon, whom I ſhall not name, that my 
heart went knock, knock, knock, like a fulling-mill, 
and my hand ſh—ſh—ſhook ſo much that I ſliced a 
piece of ſkin off the gentleman's noſe : Whereby he 
{wore a deadly oath, and was going to horſewhip me, 
when ſhe prevented him, and made my peace. Omen 
haud malum ! Is not a journeyman barber as good as a 
journeyman baker ? 'The only difference is, the baker 
uſes flour for the belly, and the barber uſes it for the 
head: And, as the head is a more noble member than 
the belly, ſo is a barber more noble than a baker; for 
what's the belly without the head? Beſides, I am told 
he could neither read nor write; now you know I can 
do both, and, moreover, ſpeak Latin: But I will ſay 
no more, for I deſpiſe vanity; nothing is more vain than 
vanity.” —With theſe words he pulled out of his pocket 
a wax candle's end, which he applied to his forehead : 
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and, upon examination, I found he had combed his own 
hair over the toupee of his wig, and was indeed in his 
whole dreſs become a very ſmart ſhaver. I congratula- 
ted him on his proſpe& with a ſatirical ſmile, which he 
underſtood very well; and, ſhaking his head, obſerved 


[ had very little faith, but the truth would come to ligt 


in ſpite of my incredulity. 


CHAPTER XVI. 


I go to Surgeons Hall, where I meet with M * Fackſon— 
am examined—a fierce diſpute ariſes between two of the 


examiner = Fack on diſguiſes _— to attract reſpect.— 
en 


is detected in hazard of being ſent to Bridewell—he 
treats us at a tavern—carries us to a night houſe—a 
troubleſome adventure there ue are committed to the 


Round-houſe—carried before a juflice—his behaviour. 


ITH the aſſiſtance of this faithful adherent, who 

gave me almoſt all the money he earned, I pre- 

ſerved my half guinea entire till the day of examina» 
tion, when I went with a guaking heart to Surgeons 
Hall, in order to undergo that ceremony. Among a 
croud of young fellows who walked in the outward hall, 
I perceived Mr Jackſon, to whom I immediately went 
up, and inquiring into the ſtate of his amour, under- 
ſtood it was ſtill undetermined by reaſon of his friend's 


abſence, and the delay of the recall at Chatham, which 


put it out of his power to bring it to a concluſion. I 
then aſked what his buſineſs was in this place; he re- 
plied, he was reſolved to have two ſtrings to his bow, 
that in caſe the one failed he might uſe the other; and, 
with this view, he was to paſs that night for a higher 
eg At that inſtant a young fellow came out 

rom the place of examination, with a pale countenance, 
his lip quivering, and his looks as wild as if he had ſeen 


— a ghoſt. He no ſooner. appeared, than we all flocked 
about him with the utmoſt eagerneſs to know what re- 


ception he had met with; which (after ſome pauſe) he 
deſcribed, recounting all the queſtions they had aſked, 


with the anſwers he made. In this manner we obliged 


no leſs than twelve to recapitulate, which, now the 


danger was paſt, they did with pleaſure, before it fell 
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to my lot: At length the beadle called my name, with 


a voice that made me tremble as much as if it had been 
the ſound of the laſt trumpet : However, there was no 
remedy : I way conducted into a large hall, where I ſaw 
about a dozen fof grim faces ſitting at a long table; one 
e come forward in fuch an imperious 


my ſenſes. 'The firſt queſtion he put to me was, 
« Where was you born?“ To which I anſwered, “ In 
Scotland.“ —< In Scotland (ſaid he), I know that very 
well ; we have ſcarce any other countrymen to examine 
here; you Scotchmen have overſpread us of late as the 
locuſts did Egypt“ I aſk you in what part of Scotland 


was you born ?”—I named the place of my nativity, 


which he had never before heard of : He then proceed- 
ed to interrogate me about my age, the town where I 
ſerved my time, with the term of my apprenticeſhip ; 
and when I informed him that I ſerved three years on- 
ly, he fell into a violent paſſion ; ſwore it was a ſhame 
and a ſcandal to ſend ſuch raw boys into the world as 
ſurgeons; that it was a great preſwinption in me, and 
an affront upon the Engliſh, to pretend to ſufficient {kill 
in my buſineſs, having ſerved fo ſhort a time, when eve- 
ry apprentice in England was bound ſeven years at leaſt; 


that my friends would have done better if they had made 
me a weaver or ſhoemaker, but their pride would have. 
me a gentleman (he ſuppoſed) at any rate, and their po- 


verty could not afford the neceſſary education. This 
exordium did not at all contributè to thg recovery of my 
ſpirits, but, on the contrary, reduced me to ſuch a fi- 


tuation that I was ſcarce able to ſtand ; which being perꝭ 


ceived by a plump gentleman who fat oppoſite to me, 
with a ſkull before him, he ſaid, Mr Snarler was too 


ſevere upon the young man; and, turning towards me, 


told me, I need not to be afraid, for nobody would do 
me any harm; tlſen bidding me take time to recollect 
myſelf, he examined me touching the operation of the 
trepan, and was very well ſatisfied with my anſwers. 
The next perſon who queſtioned me was a wag, who 
began by atking if I had ever ſeen amputation perform- 


ed; and I replying in the aflirmative, he ſhook his head, 


and faid, « What! upon a dead ſubject, I ſuppoſe ? It 
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RODERICK RANDOM. 97 
(continued he), during an engagement at ſea, a man 


thould be brought to you with his head thot off, how 
would you behave?” After ſome heſitation, I owned 


{ſuch a caſe had never come under my obſervation, nel -- 


ther did I remember to have feen any method of cure 


propoſed for ſuch an accident, in any of the ſyſtems of 
ſurgery I had peruſed. Whether it was owing to the 


ſimplicity of my anſwer, or the archneſs of the queſtion, 
I know not,* but every member at the board deigned to 
ſmile, except Mr Snarler, who ſeemed to have very 
little of the animal riſibilè in his conſtitution: The face- 


tious member, encouraged by the ſucceſs of his laſt joke, 


went on thus: © Suppoſe you was called to a patient of 
a plethoric habit, who had been bruiſed by a fall, what 


would you do ?” I anſwered, I would bleed him ERR 


diately. © What (ſaid he), before you had tied up his 
arm ?” But this ſtroke of wit not anſwering his expec- 


tation, he deſired me to advance to the gentleman who 


ſat next him; and who, with a pert air, aſked what 
method of cure I would follow in wounds of the inteſ- 
tines. I repeated the method of cure as it is preſcribed 
by the beſt chirurgical writers; which he heard to an 
end, and then ſaid, with a ſupercilious ſmile, < So you 
think by ſuch treatment the patient might recover ?”— 
J told him I faw nothing to make me think otherwiſe. 


„That may be (reſumed he), I won't antwer for your 


foreſight 3 but did you ever know a caſe of this kind 
fucceed ?” I atknowledged I did not; and was about to 
tell him I had never teen a wounded inteſtine ; but he 
{topped me, by ſaying, with ſome precipitation, „Nor 
never will. IJ affirm, that all wounds of the inteſtines, 


whether great or ſmall, are mortal.“ ““ Pardon me, 


brother (ſays the fat gentleman), there is very good au- 
thority”— Here he was interrupted by the other, with 
“Sir, excuſe me, I deſpiſe all authority. Nullius in ven- 
ba. I ſtand upon my own bottom.“ “ But, Sir, Sir, 
(replied his antagoniſt che reaſon of the thing ſhews”— 
« A fig for reaſon (crieff this ſufficiegt member), I laugh 
at reaſon, give me ocular demonſtration.” 'Fhe corpu- 
lent gentleman began to wax warm,. and obſerved, that 
no man acquainted with the anatomy of the parts would 


advance ſuch an extravagant aſſertion. & This inuendo 
YoL. I. 
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98 «© The ADVENTURES of 
enraged the other ſo much, that he ftarted up, and, in 


a furious tone, exclaimed, « What, Sir! do you que- 


ſtion my knowledge in anatomy ?” By this time, all the 
examiners had eſpouſed the opinion of one or other of 


the difputants, and raiſed their voices all together, when 


the chairman commanded filence, and ordered me to 


withdraw. In lefs than a quarter of an hour I was cal- 


led in again, received my qualifications ſealed up, and 
was ordered to pay five ſhillings. I laid down my halt- 
guinea upon the table, and ſtood fome time, until one 
of them bade me begoneh to this, I replied, I will, when 
i have got my change; 1 
five ſhillings and fixpence, faying, I ſhould not be a 
true Scotchman if I went away without my change. I 


was afterwards obliged to give three ſhillings and ſix- 


% 


pence to the beadles, and a ſhilling to an. old woman 
who ſwept the hall. This diſburſement ſunk my finan- 
ces to thirteen pence halfpenny, with which I was ſneak- 


mg off, when Jackſon perceiving it, came up to me, 


and begged I would tarry for him, 4 he would ac- 
company me to the other end of the town, as ſoon as 
tis examination ſhould be over. I could not refute this 
to a perſon that was ſo much my friend; but I was aſto- 


niſhed at the change of his dreſs, which was varied in 


half an hour from what I have already defcribed, to a 
very groteſque faſhion. His head was covered with an 
old ſmoked tie-wig that did not boaſt one crooked hair, 
and a ſlouched hat over it, which would have very well 
become a chimney- ſweeper or a duſt-man ; his neck was 
adorned with a black crape, the ends of which he had 
twiſted, and fixed in the button-hole of a thabby great: 
coat that wrapped up his whole body; his white filk 
ſtockings were converted into black worſted hoſe; and 
his countenance was rendered venerable by wrinkles, 
and a beard of his own painting. When I expreſſed my 
lurpriſe at this metamorphoſis, he laughed, and told 
me, it was done by the advice and aſſiſtance of a friend 
who lived over the way, and would certainly produce 
lomething very much to his advantage; for it gave him 
the per ance of age, wich never fails of attracting 


reſpect. I applauded h ſagacity, and waited with im- 


ratience for the effects of it. At len gth he was called 


pon which another throw me 
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in, but whether the oddneſs of his appearance excited a 
curioſity more than uſual in the board, or his behavi- 
our was not ſuitable to his figure, I know not, he was 
diſcovered to be an impoſtor, and put into the hands of 
the beadle, in order to be ſent to Bridewell. So that 
inſtead of ſeeing him come out with a cheerful counte- 
nance, and a ſurgeon's qualification in his hand, I per- 
ceived him led through the outward hall as a priſoner, 
and was very much alarmed and anxious to know the 
occaſion 3; when he called with a lamentable voice and 
piteous aſpect to me, and ſome others who knew him, 
« For God's ſake, gentlemen, bear witneſs that I ami 
the ſame individual John Jackſon, who ſerved as ſur- 
geon's ſecond mate on board the Elizabeth, or elſe I 
ſhall go to Bridewell.” It would have been impoſſible 
for the moſt auſtere hermit that ever lived to have re- 


frained from laughing at his appearance and addreſs ; 


we therefore indulged ourſelves a good while at his ex- 
pence, and afterwards pleaded his cauſe fo effectually 
with the beadle, who was gratified with half a &own, 
nat the priſoner was diſmiſſed, and, in a few moments, 
rèſumed his former gaiety 3 {wearing, ſince the board 
had\refuſed his money, he would ſpend it every ſhilling 
before he went to bed in treating his friends; at the ſame 


our heads, and made us all extremely frolicſome: I in 
particular was ſo much elevated, that nothing would 
ſerve me but a wench, at which demand Jackſon expreſ- 
ſed much joy, and aſſured me I ſhould have my deſire 
before we parted. Accordingly, when he had paid the 
reckoning, we fallied out, roaring and ſinging ; and 
were conducted by our leader to?a place of nocturnal en- 
tertainment, where I immediately attached myſelf to a 
fair one, with whom J propoſed to ſpend the remaining 
part of the night; but the not reliſning my appearance. 


OF 2 
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refuſed to grant my requeſt before I ſhould have made 
her an acknowledgment; which not ſuiting with my 
circumſtances, we broke off our correſpondence, to my 
no ſmall mortification and reſentment, becauſe I thought 
the mercenary creature had not done juſtice to my me- 
rit. In the mean time, Mr Jackſon's dreſs had attracted 
the inclinations and aſſiduities of two or three nymphs, 
who loaded him with careſſes, in return for the arrack 
punch with which he treated them; till at length, not- 
withſtanding the ſprightly ſallies of thoſe charmers, ſleep 
began to exert his power over us all; and our conductor 
called, Lo pay.” When the bill was brought, which 
amounted to twelve ſhillings, he put his hand in his 


pocket, but might have ſaved himſelf the trouble, for his 
purſe was gone. This accident diſconcerted him a good 


dleal at firſt ; but, after ſome recollcction, he ſeized the 

two dds who fat by him, one in each hand, and 
ſwore, if they did not immediately reſtore his money, he 
would charge a conſtable with them. The good lady 
at the bar, ſceing what paſſed, whiſpered ſomething to 
the drawer, who went out; and then, with great com- 
poſure, aſked what was the matter? Jackſon told her 
he was robbed, and ſwore, if the refuſed him ſatisfaction, 
he would have her a her whores committed to Bride- 
well. «© Robbed (cried ſhe), robbed in my houſe! Gentle- 
men and ladies, I take you all to witneſs, this perſon has 
ſcandalized my reputation.” At that inſtant ſeeing the 
conſtable and watch enter, ſhe proceeded, What you 
muſt not only endeavour by your falſe aſperſions.to ruin 
my character, but even commit an aſſault upon my fa- 
mily ! Mr Conitable, 1 charge you with this uncivil per- 
lon, whoghas been guilty ofa a riot here; I ſhall take care 
and bring an action againſt him for defamation.” While 
1 was reflecting on this melancholy event, which had 


made me quite ſober, the lady whole favours I had ſolicit- 


ed, being piqued at ſome repartee that paſſed between 
us, cried, „ They are all concerned;” and deſired the 
conſtable to take us all into cuſtody, an arreſt which 
was performed inſtantly, to the utter aftoniſhment and 
cleſpair of us all, except Jackfon, who, having been often 
in uch ſerapes, was very little concerned, and charged 
the conſtahle in his turn with the landlady and ho 
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whole bevy : Upon which we were carried all together 
priſoners to the Roundhouſe ; where Jackſon (after a 
word of comfort to us) informed the conſtable of his 
being robbed, to which he ſaid he would ſwear next 
orning before the juſtice. “ Ay, ay (ſays the bawd), 
a ſhall ſee whoſe ry he” moſt ſignify.” In a little 
time the conſtable calling Jackſon into another room, 
ſpoke to him thus: # I perceive that you and your com- 
pany are ſtrangers, and am very ſorry for your being 
involved in ſuch an ugly buſineſs. I have known this 
woman a great while; the has kept a notorious houſe in 
the neighbourhood this many years; and, although of- 
ten complained of as a nuiſance, {till eſcapes through 
her intereſt with the juſtices, to whom ſhe and all of her 
employment pay cantrjbution quarterly for protection. 
As ſhe charged me with you firſt, her complaint will 
have the preference, and ſhe can procure evidence to 
{wear whatever ſhe {hall pleaſe to defire of them. Sa 
that, unleſs you can make it up before morning, you and 
your companions may think yourſelves happily quit for 
a month's hard labour in Bridewell. Nay, if the ſhould 
ſwear a robbery or aſſault againſt you, you will be com- 
mitted: to Newgate, and tried next ſeſſions at the Old 
Bailey for yotir life.” This laſt piece of information had 
ſuch an effect upon Jackſon, that he agreed to make it 
up, provided his money might be reſtored. The con- 
ſtable told him, that, inſtead of retrieving what he had 
loſt, he was pretty certain it would coſt him ſome more 
before they would come to any compoſition. But, how- 
ever, he had compaſſion on him, and would, if he plea- 
ted, found them about a mutual releaſe. The unfortu- 
nate beau thanked him for his friendſhip, and returning 
to us, acquainted us with the Tubſtance of this dialogue; 
while the gonſtable, deſiring to ſpeak in private with our 
adverſary, carried her into the next room, and pleaded 
our caufe ſo effectually, that ſhe condeſcended to make 
him umpire: He accordingly propaſed an arbitration, 
to which we gave our aſſent; and he fined each party 
in three ſhillings, to be laid out in a bowl of punch, 
whergin we drowned all animoſities, to the inexpreffible 
joy of my two late acquaintances and me, who had been 
in the ſtate of the damned ever fince Jackſon mentioned 


* 
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Bridewell and Newgate. By the time we had finiſheg 
our bowl, to which, by the by, I had contributed my 
laſt ſhilling, it was morning; and I propoſed ta move 
homeward, when the conſtable gave me to underſtand, 
he could diſcharge no priſoners but by order of the ju- 
ſtice, before whom we muſt appear. This renewed my 
chagrin, and I curſed the hour in which I had yielded 
to Jackſon's invitation. About nine. o'cl6ck we were 
cicorted to the houſe of a certain juſtice not many miles 


diſtant from Covent Garden; who no ſooner ſaw the 


conſtable enter with a train of priſoners at his heels, 
than he ſaluted him as follows: ( So, Mr Conſtable, 
you are a diligent man—What den of rogues have you 
been ſcouring?” Then looking at us, who appeared 
very much dejected, he continued, « Ay, ay, thieves, I 
ſec old offenders—O your humble ſervant, Mrs Harri- 
dag! I ſuppole theſe fellows have been taken robbing 
your houſe—yes, 2 here's an old acquaintance of 

d expedition (ſaid he to me) in re- 
turning from tranſportation; but we ſhall ſave you the 
trouble for the future the ſurgeons will fetch you from 
Your next tranſportation at their expence.” I afſuted 
his worſhip he was miſtaken in me, tor he had never 
ſeen me in his life before. To this declaration he re- 
plied, + How ! you impudent raſcal, dare you ſay ſo to 
my face? Do you think I am to be impoſed upon by 
that northern accent which you have aſſumed ? but it 
ſhan't avail you—you ſhall find me too far north for 
you. Here, clerk, write this fellow's mittimus. His 
name is Patrick Gahagan.“ Here Mr Jackſon interpo- 


ied, and told him I was a Scotchman lately come\ts' 


town, deſcended of a good family, and that my name 
was Random, The juſtice looked upon this aſſertion as 
an outrage upon his memory, on which he valued him- 
ſelf much; and ſtrutting up to Jackſon, with a fierce 
countenance, put his hands in his fides, and ſaid, « Who 


are you, Sir? Do you give me the lie? Take notice, 


gentlemen, here's a fellow who affronts me upon the 
bench; but I'll lay you faſt, Sirrah, I Will; tor, notwith- 
ſtanding your laced jacket, 1 believe you are a notorious 
felon.” My friend was ſo much abaſhed at this menace, 
which was thundercd out with great vociferation, tha: 


4 


ow 
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he changed colour, and remained ſpeechleſs. This con- 
fuſion his worſhip took for a fymptom of guilt, and, to 
complete his difcovery, continued his threats Now, I 
am convinced you are a thiei—your face diſcovers it 
you tremble all over—your conſcience won't lie ſtill— 
you'll bg, hanged, firrah (raiſing his voice), you'll be 
hanged, and happy had it been for the world, as well as 
your own miſerable ſoul, if you had beerr detected and 
cut off in the beginning of your career. Come hither, 
clerk, and take this man's confeſfion.” I was in an 
agony of contternation, when the conſtable going into 
another room with his worſhip, acquainted him with 
the<truth of the ſtory ; which, having learned, he re- 
turned with a ſmiling countenance, and addreſſing him- 
{elf to us all, faid it was always his way to terrify young 
people, when they came before him, that his threats 
might make a ſtrong impreflion on their minds, and 
deter them from engaging in ſcenes of riot and de- 
bauchery, which commanly ended before the judge. 
Thus having cloaked his own want of diſcernment un- 
der the diſguiſe of paternal care, we were diſmifled, and 
{ found myſelf as much lightened as if a mountain had 
been lifted off my breaſt. | 


CHAPTER XVHE | 
carry my qualification to the Navy-office—the nature of 
it—the behaviour of the fecretary-—— Straps concern 
For my abſence—a battle betauten him and a blackſmith— 
the troubleſome conſequence of it —his harangue to me— 
his friend the ſchoolmaſter recommends me to a French 
apothecary, who entertains me as a journeyman. 


WOULD willingly have gone home to fleep, but 

was told by my companions, that we muſt deliver 
our letters of qualification at the Navy-office before one 
o'clock; accordingly we went thither and gave them to 
the ſecretary, who opened and read them, and I was 
mightily pleaſed to find myfelf qualified for ſecond mate 
of a third rate. When he hed ſtuck them all together 
Otpa file, one of our company aſked if there were any 
_ vacancies? to which interrogation he anſwered, No. 

Then I ventured to enquire it ary ſhips were to be put 
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14 The ADVENTURES f 
in commiſſion ſoon ? At which queſtion he ſurveyed 
me with a look of ineffable contempt, and, puſhing us 
out of his office, locked the door, without deigning us 
another word. We went down ſtairs and conferred to- 
gether on our expectations, when I underſtood that 
each of them had been recommended to one or other 
of the commiſſioners, and each of them promiſed the 
firſt vacancy that ſhould fall; but that none of them 
relied ſolely upon that intereſt, without a preſent to the 
ſecretary, with whom ſome at; the commiſſioners went 
ſnacks. Fot which reaſon each of them had provided 
a ſmall purſe; and I was aſked what I propoſed to 
give? This was a vexatious queſtion to me, who, far 
from being in a capacity to gratify a ravenous ſecretary, 
had not wherewithal to purchafe a dinner. I therefore 
anſwered, I had not yet determined what to give; and 
ſneaked off towards my own lodgings, curſing my fate 
all the way, and inveighing with much bitterneſs againſt 
the barbarity of my grandfather, and the ſordid avarice 
of my relations, who left me a prey to contempt and 
indigence. Full of theſe diſagreeable reflections, I ar- 
rived at the houſe where I lodged, and relieved my 
landlord from great anxiety on my account; for this 
honeſt man believed I had met with ſome diſmal acci- 
dent, and that he ſhould never ſee me again. Strap, 
who had come to viſit me in the morning, underſtand- 
ing I had been abroad all night, was almoſt diſtracted, 
and, after having obtained leave of his maſter, had gone 
in queſt of me, though he was even more ignorant of 
the town than I. Not being willing to inform my land- 
lord of my adventure, I told him, J had met an ac- 
quaintance at Surgeons Hall, with whom 1 ſpent the 
evening and night, but being very much infeſted by 
bugs, I had not ſlept much, and therefore intended to 
take a little repoſe; ſo ſaying, I went to bed, and deſi- 
red to be awakened, if Strap ſhould happen to come 
while I ſhould be aſleep. I was accordingly rouſed by 
my friend himſelf, who entered my chamber about 
three o'clock in the afternoon; and preſented a figure 
to my eyes, that I could ſcarce believe real. In ſhort, this 
affectionate ſhaver, ſetting out towards Surgeons Hall, 
had enquired for me there to no purpoſe z from thence 

. | id N : 
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he found his way to the Navy-office, where he could 
hear no tidings of me, becauſe I was unknown to every 
body then preſent ; he afterwards went upon *Change, 
in hopes of ſeeing me upon the Scotch walk, but with 
out ſucceſs: At laſt, being almoſt in deſpair of ſinding 
me, he reſolved to aſk every body he met in the ſtreet, if 
perchance any one could give him information about me, 
and actually put his reſolution in practice, in ſpite of 
the ſcoffs, curſes, and reproaches with which he was 
anſwered; until a blackſmith's *prentice, ſèœing him ſtop 
a porter with a burden on his back, and hearing his 
queſtion, for which he received a hearty curſe, called 
to him, and aſked if the perſon he enquired after was 
not Scotchman? Strap replied with great eagerneſs, 
« Yes, and had on a brown coat with long ſkirts.“ 
« The fame (laid the blackſmith), I ſaw him paſs by an 
hour ago.” „ Did you 1o ?” (cried Strap, rubbing his 
hands), « Odd! I am very glad of that which way 
went he?“ « Towards Tyburn in a cart (faid he); if 
you make good ſpeed, you may get thither time enough 
to ſee him hanged.” This piece of wit incenſed my 
friend to ſuch a degree, that he called the blackimith 
ſcoundrel, and proteſted he would fight him for half 
a farthing. « No, no (faid the other, ſtripping), VII 
have none of your money—you Scotchmen ſeldom carry 
any about you—but PI fight you for love.” There was 
a ring immediately formed by the mob; and Strap find- 
ing he could not get off honourably without fighting, at 
the ſame time burning with reſentment againſt his ad- 


verſary, quitted his cloaths to the care of the multitude, 


and the battle began with great violence on the fide of 
Strap, who in a few minutes exhauſted his breath and 


ſpirits on his patient antagoniſt, who fuſtained the affiule 


with great coolneſs, till, finding the barber quite ſpent, 
he returned the blows he had lent him with ſuch intereſt, 
that Strap, after having received three falls on the hard 
ſtones, gave out, and allowed the blackſmith to be the 
better man. The victory being thus decided, it was 
propoſed to adjourn to a cellar hard by, and drink friends. 
But when my friend began to gather up his Cloaths, he 
perceived that ſome honeſt perſon or other had made 
tree with his ſhirt, neckcloth, hat, and wi g Which were 
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5 The ADVENTURES F 
carried off; and probably his coat and waiſtcoat would 
have met with the ſame fate, had they been worth ſteal- 
ing. It was in vain for him to make a noiſe, which on- 
ly yielded mirth to the ſpectators ; he was fain to get aff 
in this manner, which he accompliſhed with much dif- 
ficulty, and appeared before me all beſmeared with 
blood and dirt. Notwithſtanding this misfortune, ſuch 
was his tranſport at finding me fafe and ſound, that he 
had almoſt ſtifled and ſtunk me to death with his em- 
braces. ' After he had cleaned himſelf, and put on one 
of my ſhirts, and a woollen night-cap, I recounted to 
him the particulars of my night's campaign, which Kl- 
led him with admiration, and made him repeat with 
great energy an obſervation which was often in his 
mouth, namely, « that furely London is the devil's 
drawing - room As neither of us had dined, he de- 
fired me to get up, and the milk-woman coming round 
at that inſtant, he went down ſtairs and brought up a 
quart, with a penny brick, on which we made a com- 
fortable meal. He then ſhared his money with me, 
which amounted to eighteen-pence, and left me, with. 
an intention to borrow an old wig and hat of his friend 
the ſchoolmaſter. | | 

Hr was no ſooner gone, than I began to conſider my 
ſituation with great uncafinets, and revolved all the 
{chemes my imagination could ſuggeſt, in order to chuſe 

and purſue ſome one that might procure me bread ; for 
it is impoſſible to expreſs the pangs I felt, when I re- 
llected on the miferable dependence in which I lived at 
the expence of a poor barber's boy. My pride took the 
alarm, and having no hopes of tucceeding at the Navy- 
oflice, I came to a reſolution of enlifting in the foot- 
guards next day, be the event what it would. This ex- 
travagant deſign, by flattermg my diſpoſition, gave great 
latisfaction, and I was charging the enemy at the head 
of my own regiment, when Strap's return interrupted 
my reverie. The ſchool maſter had made him a pre- 
lent of the tye-wig which he wore when I was intro- 
duced to him, together with an old hat, whoſe brims 
would have overthadowed a Coloſſus. Though Strap 
had ventured. to wear them in the duſk, he didmot 
chuſe to entertain the mob by day; ther efore went to 
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work immediately, and reduced them both to a mode- 
rate ſize. While he was employed in this office, he 
addreſſed me thus: „ To be ſure, Mr Random, you 


are born a gentleman, and have a great deal of learning 


Land indeed look like a gentleman; for, as to perſon, 


| 


you may hold up your head with the beſt of them. On 
the other hand, I am a poor but honeſt cobler's ſon 
my mother was as induſtrious a woman as ever broke 
bread, till ſuch time as ſhe took to drinking, which 
you very well ene a every body has failings---/#- 
manum eſt errare Now for myſelf, I am a poor jour- 
neyman barber, tolerably well made, and underitand 
ſome Latin, and have a ſmattering of Greek---but what 
of that? perhaps I might alſo ſay that I know a little of 
the world---but that is to no purpoſe though you be 
gentle and I ſimple, it does not follow but that I who 
am ſimple may do a good office to you who are gentle. 
Now this is the caſe—my kindſman the ſchoolmaſter— 
perhaps you did not know how nearly he is related- to 
me- I'll ſatisfy you in that preſently—his mother and 
my grandmother's ſiſter's nephew—no, that's not it--- 
my grandfather's brother's daughter---rabbit it! I have 
forgot the degree, but this I know, he and I are couſins 
{even times removed.” My impatience to know the 


good office he had done me got the better of my tem- 


per, and interrupted him at this place, with, « D—n 
your relation and pedigree ! if the ſchoolmaſter or you 
can be of any advantage to me, why don't you tell me 
without all this preamble ?? When pronounced theſe 
ene with ſome vehemence, Strap looked at me for 
ſome time with a grave countenance, and then went 
on: „ Surely, our pedigree is not to be d---n'd, be- 
cauſe it is not ſo noble as yours. I am very ſorry to 
fee ſuch an alteration in your temper of late---you was 
always fiery, but now you are grown as crabbed as old 
Periwinkle the drunken tinker, on whom you and L 
(God forgive us) played ſo many unlucky tricks, while 
we were at tchool. But I will no longer detain you in 
ſuſpence, becauſe (doubtleſs) nothing is more uneaſy 
than doubt---dybi9, procul dubio, nil dubins. My friend, or 


relation, or which you will, or both, the ſchoolmaſien 


being informed of the regard L have for you---for, you 
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may be ſure, I did not fail to let him know your good 
qualities---by the bye, he has undertaken to teach you 
the pronunciation of the Engliſh tongue, Without which 
(he ſays) you will be unfit for buſineſs in this country. 
I lay my relation has ſpoke in your behalf to a French 
apothecary who wants a journeyman ; and, on his re- 
commendation, you may have fifteen pounds per year, 
bed and board, whenever you pleaſe.” I was too much 
Intereſted in this piece of news to entertain it with in- 
difference z but, jumping up, inſiſted on Strap's imme- 
diately accompanying me to the houſe of his friend, that 
I might not loſe this opportunity through the leaſt delay 
or neglect on my part. We were informed that the 
ſchoolmaſter was in company at a public-houſe in the 
neighbourhood, whither we repaired, and found him 
drinking with the very individual apothecary in queſtion. 
When he was called to the door at our defire, and ob- 
ſerved my 1 he broke out into his uſual term 
of admiration: «© O Ch—|! I upp when you 
heard of this offer you did not take leiſure enough to 
come down ſtairs, but leapt out of the window; did 
you overturn no porter nor oyſter-woman in your way | 
It is a mercy of God you did not knock your brains out 
againit ſome poſt in your career. O' my conſcience | 
I believe, had I been in the inmoſt recefles of my habi- 
tation, — the very peuetralia, even in bed with my wife; 
your eagerneſs would have ſurmounted bolts, bars, de- 
cency, and every thing. The den of Cacus or Sanctum 
Sanforum could not have hid me from you. But come 
along, the gentleman of whom J {poke 1 is in the houlc, 
J will preſont you to him forthwith.” When I entered 
the room, I perceived four or five people ſmoking, one 
of whom the ſclioolmaſter accoſted thus: « Mr Lave- 
ment, here's the young man of whom I ſpoke to you.” 
The apothecary, who was a little old withered man, 
with a forehead abaut an inch high, a noſe turned up 
at the end, large cheek-bones that helped to form a pit 
tor his little en ee great bag of looſe ſẽin hang- 
ing down on cach ſide in wrinkles like the alforjas of a 
baboon ; and a mouth ſo accuſtomed to that contrac- 
tion which 3 grinning, that he could not pro: 
puunce a ſyllable without diſcovering the remains of his 
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teeth, which conſiſted of four yellow fangs; not impro- 
perly, by anatomiſts, called canine. This perſon (I ſay) 
after having eyed me ſome time, ſaid, « Oho, tis very 
well, Monſ. Concordance young man, you are ver 
welcome, take one coup of bierre--and come to mine 
houſe to marrow morning; Monſ. Concordance vil 
ſhew you de way.” Upon this I made my bow, and as 
I went out of the room, could hear him ſay, Ma foy ! 
cet un beau gargon, ceſt un galliard. As I had, by my 
own application, while I ſerved Crab, acquired the French 
tongue well enough to read authors written in that lan- 
guage, and underſtand any thing that occurred in con- 
verſation, I determined to pretend ignorance to my new 
maſter, that he and his family, whom I ſuppoſed to be of 
the ſame country, not being on the reſerve before me, 
might poſlibly diſcover ſomething in diſcourſe, which 
would either yield me amuſement or advantage. Next 
morning Mr Concordance carried me to the apothecary's 
houſe, where the bargain was made, and orders given to 
provide an apartment for me immediately. But, before 
entered upon buſineſs, the ſchoolmaſter recommend- 

- ed me to his taylor, who gave me credit for a ſuit of 
cloaths to be paid out of the firſt moiety of my wages, 
and they were begun upon that very day; he afterwards 
accommodated me with a new hat, on the ſame terms; 
ſo that, in a few days, I hoped to make a very faſhion- 
able appearance. In the mean time, Strap conveyed my 
baggage to the place allotted for me, which was a back 
room up two pair of ſtairs, furniſhed with a pallet for 
me to he upon, a chair without a back, an earthen 
chamber-pot without a handle, a bottle by way of candle- 
ſtick, and a triangular piece of glaſs inſtead of a mir- 
ror, the reit of its ornaments having been lately re- 
moved to one of the garrets, for the convenience of the 
{ſervant of an Irith Captain, who lodged in the firſt 
floor. | 
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CHAPTER: XIX. 


The characters of Mr Lavement, his wife, and daughter — 
s ſome anecdotes of the family—the mother. and daughter 
rivals —T am guilty of a miſtake that gives me preſent 
 fatisfattion, but is attended with troubleſome conſequences. 


EXT day, while I was at work in the ſhop, a 

bouncing damſel, well dreſſed, came in, on pre- 
tence of finding a vial far ſome uſe or other; and taking 
an opportunity, when ſhe thought I did not mind her, 
of obſerving me narrowly, went away with a filent look 
of diſdain. I eafily gueſſed her ſentiments, and my pride 
took the reſolution of entertaining the fame indifference 
and neglect towards hers At dinner, the maids, with. 
whom I dined in the kitchen, gave me to underſtand that 
this was my maſter's only daughter, who would have a 
very handſome fortune, on account of which, and her 
beauty, a great many young gentlemen made their ad- 
dreſles to her; that ſhe had been twice on the brink of 
marriage, but diſappointed by the ſtingineſs of her fa- 
ther, who refuſed to part with a ſhilling to promote the 
match; for which reaſon the young lady did not be- 
have to her father with all the filial veneration that 
might be expected; in particular, ſhe harboured the 
moſt perfect hatred for his countrymen, in which diſpo- 
fition the reſembled her mother, who was an Engliſh 
woman: And, by the hints they dropped, I learned the 
grey mare was the better horſe; that fhe was a matron 
of a high fpirit, which was often manifeſted at the ex- 
pence of her dependents ; that ſhe loved diverſions, and 
looked upon Miſs as her rival in all parties; which in- 
deed was the true cauſe of her diſappointments, for, had 
the mother been hearty in her intereſt, the father would 
not have ventured to refuſe her demands. Over and 
above this intelligence, I of myſelf ſoon made more dit- 
coveries: Mr Lavement's ſignificant grins at his wife, 
while ſhe looked another way, convinced me that he 
was not at all content with his lot; and his behaviour 
in preſence of the Captain made me believe his chief 
torment was jealouſy. As for my own part, I was con- 
ſidered in no other light than that of a menial ſervant, 
and had been already ſix days in the houſe without be- 
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ing honoured with one word from either mother or 
daughter, the latter (as I under{tood from the maids) 
having at table one day expreſſed ſome ſurpriſe that her 
papa ſhould entertain ſuch an aukward mean-looking 


journeyman. TI was nettled at this piece of information, 


and next Sunday (it being my turn to take my diverſion) 


dreſſed myſelf in my new cloaths to the greateſt advan- 


tage, and, vanity apart, made no contemptible figure. 
Atter having ſpent moſt part of the day in company 
with Strap and ſome of his acquaintance, I came home 
in the afternoon, and was let in by Miſs, who, not 
knowing me, dropped a low curt'ſy as I advanced, which 
I returned with a profound bow, and ſhut the door. 
By the time I had turned about, ſhe had perceived her 
miſtake, and changed colour, but did not withdraw. 
The paſlage being narrow, I could not get away without 

joſtling her; ſo I was forced to remain where I was 
with my eyes fixed on the ground, and my face glowing 
with bluſhes. At length her vanity coming to her aſ- 
ſiſtance, ſhe went away tittering, and I could hear her 
pronounce the word «© Creature.” From this day for- 
ward, ſhe came into the ſhop fifty times every day, up- 
on various pretences, and put in practice ſo many ridi- 
culous airs, that I could eaſily perceive her opinion of 
me was changed, and that {he did not think me altoge- 
ther an unworthy conqueſt. But my heart was ſo ſteel- 
ed againſt her charms by pride and reſentment, which 
were two chief ingredients in my diſpoſition, that I re- 
mained inſenſible to all her arts; and, notwithſtanding 
ſome advances ſhe made, could not be prevailed upon 
to yield her the leaſt attention. This neglect ſoon ba- 
niſhed all the favourable impreſſions ſhe felt for me, and 
the rage of a ſlighted woman took place in her heart; 
this ſhe manifeſted not only in all the ſuggeſtions her 
malice could invent to my prejudice with her father, 
but alſo in procuring Tor me ſuch ſervile employments 
as ſhe hoped would ſufficiently humble my ſpirit. One 
day, in particular, ſhe ordered me to bruth my maſter's 
coat, but I refuſing, a ſmart dialogue enſued, which 
ended in her burſting into tears of rage ; when her mo- 
ther interpoſing, and examining into the merits of the 
caule, determined it in my favour; and this good office 
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I owed not to any eſteem or conſideration ſhe had for 
me, but {ſolely to the deſire of mortifying her daughter, 
who on this occaſion obſerved, that let people be never 
ſo much. in the right, there were ſome folks who would 
never do them juſtice; but to be ſure they had their 
reaſons for it, which ſome people were not ignorant of, 
although they deſpiſed their little arts.—This inſinua- 
tion of ſome people and ſome folks put me upon obſerving 
the behaviour of my miſtreſs more narrowly for the fu- 
ture; and it was not long before I had. wi” to believe 
that ſhe looked upon her danghter as a rival in the affec- 
tions of Captairi O'Ddonnell, who lodged in the houſe.— 
In the mean time my induſtry and knowledge gained 
me the good will of my maſter, who would often ſay in 
French, Hardie! Pet un bon garpon. He had a great 
deal of buſineſs; but as he was moſtly employed among 
his fellow refugees, his profits were ſmall. How- 
ever, his expence for medicines was not great, for he 
was the moſt expert man at a ſuccedaneum of any apo- 
thecary in London ; ſo that I have been ſometimes ama- 
zed to ſee him, without the leaſt hefitation, make up a 
phyſician's preſcription, though he had not in his ſhop 
one medicine mentioned in it. Oyſter-ſhells he could 
convert into crabs eyes; common oil into oil of ſweet 
almonds; ſyrup of ſugar into balſamic ſyrup; Thames 
water into aqua cinnamomi; turpentine into capivi; and 
a hundred more coſtly preparations were produced in 
an inſtant, from the cheapeſt and coarſeſt drugs of the 
materia medica: And when any common thing was or-. 
dered for a patient, he always took care to diſguiſe it in 
colour or taſte, or both, in ſuch a manner, as that it 
could not poſſibly be known. For which purpoſe co- 


chineal and oil of cloves were of great ſervice. Among 


many noſtrums which he poſſeſſed, there was one for 
the venereal diſeaſe, that brought him a good deal of 
money; and this he concealed ſo artfully from me, that 
I could never learn its compoſition : But during the eight 
months I ſtaid in his ſervice, he was ſo unfortunate in 


the uſe of it, that three parts in four of thoſe who took 


it were fain to confirm the cure by a ſalivation under the 
direction of another doctor. This bad ſucceſs, in all 


appearance, „ the more to his ſpecific; and 


\ 
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before I left him, I may venture to ſay, he would have 
| ſooner renounced the Trinity (notwithſtanding his be- 
ing a good Huguenot) than his confidence in the never- 
failing power of this remedy.—Mr Lavement had at- 
tempted more than once to introduce a vegetable diet 
into his family, by launching out into the praiſe of 


roots and greens, and decrying the uſe of fleth, both as- 


a phyſician and philoſopher ; but all his rhetoric could 
not make one proſelyte to his opinion; and even the 
wife of his boſom declared againſt the propoſal. . Whe- 
ther it was. owing to the little regard ſhe paid to her 
huſband's admonition in this particular, or to the natu- 
ral warmth. of her conſtitution, I know not; but this 
lady's paſhons became every day more and more violent, 
till at laſt the looked upon decency as an unneceſſary 
reſtraint; and one afternoon, when her huſband was 
abroad, and her daughter gone to viſit, ordered me to 
call a hackney coach, in which ſhe and the Captain 
drove towards Covent Garden. Miſs came home in the 
evening, and, ſupping at her uſual hour, went to bed. 
About eleven o'clock my maiter entered, and aſked it 
his wife was gone to ſleep: Upon which I told him, my 
miſtreſs went out in the afternoon, and was not yet re- 
turned. This was like a clap of thunder to the poor 
apothecary, who, ſtarting back, cried, “ Mort de ma wie! 
vat you tell a me? My wife not at home!” At that 
inſtant a patient's ſervant arrived with a preſcription for 
a draught, which my maſter taking, went into the thop 
to make 1t up with his own hand. While he rubbed 
the ingredients in a glaſs mortar, he enquired of me, 
whether or not his wife went out alone; and no ſooner 
heard that ſhe was in company with the Captain, than, 
with one blow, he ſplit the mortar into a thouſand 


pieces, and, grinning like the head of a bals viol, ex- 


claimed, « Ah traitreſſe!ꝰ It would have been impoſſible 
for me to have preſerved my gravity a minute longer, 
when I was happily relieved by a rap at the door, which 
I opened, and perceived my miſtreſs coming out of the 
coach; the flounced immediately into the ſhop, and ad- 
dreſſed her huſband thus: « I ſuppoſe you thought I 
was loſt, my dear—Captain O'Donnell has been ſo good 
as to treat me with a play.” « Play—-play (replied he), 
Vo | 
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Oho |! yes, by gar, I believe ver prettie play.” * Pleſs 
me! ({aid the), what's the matter?“ „ Vat de matter? 
(cried he, forgetting all his former complaiſance), by 
gar, you be one damn dog's wite—ventre bleu | me vill 
thow you vat it is to put one horn upon mine head, 
Pardieu ! le Capitaine O'Donnell be one” Here the 
Captain, who had been all the while at the door diſ- 
charging the coach, entered, and ſaid with a terrible 
voice, « D—mme! what am [I ?” Mr Lavement, chan- 
ging his tone, immediately {ſaluted him with, “ Oh /er- 
viteur, Monſieur le Capitaine, vous etes un gallant homme— 
ma femme eft fort coligee.” Then turning about towards 
me, pronounced with a low voice, „ Et diablement obli- 
geante, ſans doute.” © HarK'e, Mr Lavement (ſaid the 
Captain), I am a man of honour, and I believe you are 
too much of a gentleman to be offended at the civility I 


ihew your wife.” This declaration had {ach an effect 


on the apothecary, that he reſumed all the politeſſe of a 
Frenchman; and with the utmoſt proſtration of com- 
pliment, altured the Captain that he was perfectly 
well ſatisfied with the honour he had done his wite.— 
Matters being) thus compoſed, every body went to 
reſt. Next day I perceived, through a glaſs door that 
opened from the ſhop into the parlour, the Captain 
talking carneſtly to Miſs, who heard him with a look 
that expreſſed anger mingled with ſcorn 3 which, how- 
ever, he at laſt found means to mollify, and ſealed his 
reconciliation with a kiſs. This circumſtance ſoon con- 
vinced me of the occaſion of the quarrel; but, notwith- 
ſtanding all my vigilance, I could never diſcover any 
other commerce between them. In the mean while, I 
had reaton to believe I had inipired one of the maids 
with tender ſentiments for me; and one night, when I 
thought every other perſon in the houte aſleep, I took 
the opportunity of going to reap the fruits of my con- 
queſt, her bedicllow having the day before gone to 
Richmond to viſit her parents. Accordingly, I got up, 
and (naked as I was) explored my way in the dark to 
the garret where ſhe lay. I was ravithed to find the 
door open, and moved ſoftly to her bed-fide, tranſport- 
ed with the hope of completing my wiſhes. But what 
horrors of jealouſy and diſappointment did I feel, when 
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found her aſleep, faſt locked in the arms of a man, 
whom ] eaſily gueſſed to be no other than the Captain's 
ſervant! I was upon the point of doing ſome rath thing, 
when the noiſe of a rat ſcratching behind the wainſcot 
put me to flight, and I was fain to get bac ck to my Own 
bed in ſafety. Whether this alarm had difordered my 
mind, or that I was led aſtray by the power of deſtiny, 
I know not; but, inſtead of turning to the left hand 
when I deſcended to the ſecond ſtory, I purſued the 
contrary courſe, and miſtook the young lady's bed- 
chamber for my own. I did not perceive my miſtake 
before I had run againſt the bed-poſts, and then it was 
not in my power to retreat undiſcovered ; for the nymph 
being awake, felt my approach, and, with a ſoft voice, 
bade me make lefs noiſe, leſt the Scotch booby in the 
next room ſhould overhear us. This hint was ſufficient 
to inform me of the nature of theaflignation ; ; and as 
my paſſions, at any time high, were then in a ſtate of 
exaltation, I reſolved to profit by my good-fortune.— 
Without any more ceremony, therefore, I made bold to 
ſlip into bed to this charmer, who gave me as favour- 
able a reception as I could defire. Our converſation was 
very {paring on my part; but ſhe upbraided the perſon 
whom J repreſented with his e of me, whom the 
handled ſo roughly, that my reſentment had well nigh 
occaſioned a diſcovery more than once; but I was con- 
ſoled for her hatred of me by the revenge I enjoyed in 
underſtanding from her own mouth, that it was now 
high time to ſalve her reputation by matrimony : For 
ſhe had reaſon to fear ſhe could not much longer con- 
ceal the effects of their mutual intercourſe. W hite I 
was meditating an anſwer to this propoſal, I heard a 
noiſe in my room, like ſomething heavy falling down 
upon the floor : Upon which I ſtarted up, and, creep- 
ing to the door of my chamber, obſerved by moon-light, 
the ſhadow of a man groping his way out; ſo J retired 
to one ſide to let him paſs, and faw him go down ſtairs 
as expeditiouſly as he could. It was an cal y matter to 
divine that this was the Captain, wy having overilept 
himſelf, had got up at laſt to keep his a aflignation ; and 
finding my door. Open, had entered my apartment in- 
ſtead of that of his miſtreſs, where I tupplicd his place, 
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But finding 'his miſtake, by falling over my chair, he 


was afraid the noiſe might alarm the family, and, for 
that reaſon, made off, delaying the gratification of his 


deſires till another opportunity. By this time I was ſa- 
tisfied; and, inſtead of returning to the place from 
whence I came, retreated to my own caſtle, which I 


fortified by bolting the door, and, in the congratulation 
of my own happineſs, fell aſleep. But the truth of this 


adventure could not be long concealed from my young 
miſtreſs, who next day came to an explanation with the 
Captain, upon his lamenting his laſt night's diſappoint- 
ment, and begging pardon for the noiſe he had made. 

Their mutual chagrin, when they came to the know- 


| ledge of what had happened, may be eaſily conjectured, 


though each had a peculiar grief unfelt by the other; 
for the was conſcious of not only having betrayed to 
me the ſecrets of h& commerce with him, but alſo of 
having incenſed me by the freedoms ſhe had taken with 
my name, beyond a hope of reconciliation. On the 
other hand, his jealouſy ſuggeſted that her ſorrow was 
all artifice; and that I had ſupplied his place with her 


own privity and conſent. That ſuch was the ſituation. 


of their thoughts will appear in the ſequel; for that 


very day ſhe came into the ſhop where I was alone, and 


fixing her eyes, ſwimming in tears, upon me, ſighed 
moſt piteouſly : But I was proof%againſt her diſtreſs, by 
recolleCting the epithets with which ſhe had honoured 
me the night before; and believing that. the good re- 
ception I enjoyed was deſtined for another, therefore 1 
took no notice of her affliction ; and the had the mor- 


tification to find her diſdain returned four-fold. How- 


ever, from thence-forward {the thought proper to uſe 
me with more complaiſance than uſual, knowing that it 
was in my power at any time to publith her ſhame. By 
theſe means my life became much more agreeable (though 
I never could prevail upon myſelf to repeat my noctur- 
nal viſit), and, as I every day improved in my know- 
ledge of the town, I ſhook off my awkward air by de-y 

grees, and acquired the character of a polite journeyman - 
apothecary. 
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CHAPTER IX. | : 
Jam aſſaulted 275 dangerouſly wounded— ſi, iſpec? O Then 


and am confirmed in my opinion—coucert a ſcheme of re- 
venge, and put it in execution O Donnell robs his own ſer- 
want, and diſappears —1 make my addreſſes to a lady, and 


am miraculouſly delivered from Her ſnare. 


NE night about twelve o'clock, as I returned from 
() viſiting a patient at Chelſea, [ received a blow on. 
my head from an unſeen hand, that ſtretched me ſenſe- 
leſs on the ground; and was left for dead, with three 
ſtabs of a ſword in my body. The groans J uttered, 
when I recovered the uſe of my reaſon, alarmed the 
people of a ſolitary alehouſe that ſtood near the ſpot 
where I lay, and they were humane enough to take me 
in, and fend for a ſurgeon, who dreſſed my wounds, 
and aſſured me they were not mortal. One of them pe- 
netrated through the ſkin and muſcles of one fide of my 


belly in ſuch a manner, that, doubtleſs, the aſſaſſin ima- 


gined he had run me through the entrails. The ſecond 
flanted along one of my ribs; and the laſt, which was 
intended for the finiſhing ſtroke, having been directed 
to my heart, the {word ſnapped upon my breaſt bone, 
and the point remained ſticking in the ſkin. When 1 
reflected upon this event, I could not perſuade myſelf 
that I had been aſſaulted by a common footpad ; be- 
cauſe it is not uſual for ſuch people to murder thoſe 
they rob, eſpecially when they meet with no reſiſtance, 
and I found my money and every thing elſe about me 
(but my carcaſe) ſafe. I concluded, therefore, that I 
mult either have been miſtaken for another, or obliged 
to the private reſentment of ſome ſecret enemy for what 


had happened; and as I could remember nobody who 


had the leaſt cauſe of complaint againſt me, except Cap- 


tain O'Donnell and my maſter's daughter, my ſuſpicion. 


ſettled upon them, though I took care to conceal it, that 
I might the ſooner arrive at confirmation. With this 
view, I went home in a chair about ten o'clock in the 
morning; and as the chairmen ſupported me into the 
houſe, met the Captain in the paſſage, who no ſooner 
ſaw me, than he ſtarted back, and gave evident ſigns 
ef guilty confuſion, which he would have accounted far 
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from the ſurpriſe occaſioned by ſeeing me in ſuch a con- 
dition. My maſter having heard my ſtory, \condoled 
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me with a good deal of ſympathy, and when he under- 
ſtood my wounds were not dangerous, ordered me to be 
carried up ſtairs to bed; though not without ſome op- 


_ Poſition from his wife, who was of opinion, it would be 


better for me to go to an hoſpital, where I ſhould be 
more carefully attended. My meditation was employed 
in concerting with myſelf ſome method of revenge a- 
gainſt Squire O'Donnell and his inamorata, whom I look- 
ed upon as the authors of my misfortune 3 when Miſs 
(who was not at home at my arrival) entered my cham- . 
ber, and, faying ſhe was ſorry for the accident that had 
befallen me, aſked if I ſuſpected any body to be the aſ- 
ſaſſin: Upon which I fixed my eyes ſtedfaſtly upon her, 
and anſwered, es.“ She diſcovered no ſymptom. of 


- confuſion ; but replied haſtily, © If that be the caſe, why 


don't you take out a warrant to have him apprehended ? 


It will coſt but a trifle; if you have no money, I'll lend 


you.” This frankneſs not only cured me of my ſuſpi- 
cion with reſpect to her; but even ſtaggered my belief 
with regard to the Captain, of whoſe guilt I reſolved to 
have further proof, before I ſhould enterpriſe any thing 
in the way of revenge. I thanked her kindly for her 
generous offer; which, however, I had no occaſion to 
accept, being determined to do nothing raſhly: For 
though I could plainly perceive the perſon who attacked 
me to be a ſoldier, whoſe face I thought was familiar 


to me, I could not ſwear with a ſafe conſcience to any 


particular man ; and, granting I could, my proſecution 
of him would not much avail. This uncertainty I pre- 
tended, left the Captain, hearing from her that I knew 
the perſon who wounded me, might think proper to 
withdraw before I could be in a condition to requite 
him. In two days I was up, and able to do a little bu- 


ſineſs, ſo that Mr Lavement made ſhift to carry on his 


The firſt thing I attempted towards a certain Qlifcovery 
of my ſecret enemy was to get into O Donnell's apart- 
ment while he was abroad in an undreſs, and examine 
his ſword, the point of which being broke off, I ap- 
pled the fragment that was found ſticking in my body, 


practice, without hiring another journeyman 10 room. 
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and found it anſwered the fractured part exactly. There 
was no room left for doubt; and all that remained was 
to fix upon a ſcheme of revenge, which almoſt ſolely en- 
groſſed my thoughts during the ſpace of eight nights 
and days. Sometimes I was tempted to falkgpon him 
in the ſame manner as he had practiſed upon me, and 
kill him outright. But this aſſault my honour oppoſed 
as a piece of barbarous cowardice, in which he was not 
to be imitated. At other times I entertained thoughts 


of demanding ſatisfaction in an honourable way; but was 


diverted from this undertaking by conſidering the un- 
certainty of the event, and the nature of the injury he 
had done me, which did not entitle him to ſuch eaſy 
terms. At laſt I determined to purſue a middle courſe 
and actually put my deſign in execution after this man- 
ner. Having ſecured the aſſiſtance of Strap and two of 
his acquaintance whom he could depend upon, we pro- 
vided ourſelves with diſguiſes, and I cauſed the follow- 


ing letter to be delivered to him by one of our aſloguates 
in livery one Sunday evening 


« 'IZ x i, 


« Tx I may be allowed to judge from appearance, it 


will not be difagreeable to' you to hear that my huſband 
is gone to Bagſhot to viſit a-patient, and will not return 
till to-morrow night; ſo that if you have any thing to 


propoſe to me (as your behaviour on many occaſions 


has ſeemed to infinuate), you will do well to embrace 
the preſent e of ſeeing 


& Yours, Oc.” 


Tuars letter was figned with the name of an apothe- 
cary's wife who lived in Chelſea, of whom I had heard 
O'Donnell was an admirer. Every thing ſucceeded to 
our with. The amorous hero haſtened towards the 
place of affignation; and was encountered by us in the 
very place where he had aſſaulted me. We ruſhed up- 
on him all at once, ſecured his ſword, ſtripped off his 
cloaths even to the ſkin, which we ſcourged with nettles 
till he was bliſtered from head to foot, notwithſtanding 
all the eloquence of his tears and ſupplications. When 


I was fatisfied with the ſtripes I had beſtowed, we car- 


ried off his cloathy which we hid in a hedge near the 
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place, and left him ſtark nake#to find his way home in 


the beſt manner he could, while I took care to be there 
before him. I afterwards underſtood, that, in his way 
to the lodgings of a friend who lived in the ſkirts of the 
town, he was picked up by the watch, who carried him 
to the Round-houſe, from whence he ſent for cloaths to 
his lodgings; and next morning arrived at the door in a 
chair, wrapped up in a blanket he had borrowed; for 
his body was ſo ſore and ſwelled, that he could not bear 
to. be confined in his wearing apparel. He was treated 


with the utmoſt tenderneſs by my miſtreſs and her 


daughter, who vied with each other in their care and 
attendance of him ; but Lavement himſelf could not for- 
bear expreſſing his joy, by ſeveral malicious grins, while 
he ordered me to prepare an unguent for his ſores. As 
to myſelf, nobody can doubt my gratification when I 
had every day an opportunity of feeing my revenge pro- 
tracted on the body of my Auverſary, by the ulcers of 
which I had been the cauſe; and indeed I not only en- 


joyed the ſatisfaction of having flayed him alive, but an- 


other alſo which I had not foreſeen. The ſtory of his 
being attacked and ſtripped in ſuch a place having been 
inſerted in the news, gave information to thoſe who 
found his cloaths next day whither to bring them ; and 
accordingly he retrieved every thing he had loſt, except 
a few letters, among which was that which I had writ 
to him in the name of the apothecary's wife. This and 


the others, which, it ſeems, were all on the ſubject of 


love (for this Hibernian hero was one of thoſe people 


who are called fortune-hunters), fell into the hands of 


a certain female author, famous for the ſcandal ſhe has 
publiſhed, who, after having embelliſhed them with 
ſome ornaments of her own invention, gave them to the 


town in print. I was very much ſhocked on reflecting, 


that Lmight poſſibly be the occaſion of a whole family's 
unhappineſs, on account of the letter J had written; 
but was eaſed of that apprehenſion, when I underſtood 
that the Chelſea apothecary had commenced a law-ſuit 


againſt the printer for defamation ; and looked upon the 


whole as a piece of forgery committed by the author, 
who had diſappeared, But whatever might be his opi- 


nion of the matter, our two ladies ſeemed to entertain 
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2 different idea of it: For, as ſoon as the pamphlet ap- 
peared, I could hen care of their patient con- 
fderably dimini ntilſat laſt it ended in total neglect. 
It was impoſſibl him to be ignorant of this change, 
any more than of Me occaſion of it; but as he was con- 
ſcious to himſelf of having deſerved worſe than con- 
tempt at their hands, he was glad to come off ſo cheap- 
ly, and contented himſelf with muttering curſes and 
threats againſt the apothecary, who, as he imagined, 
having got an inkling of the appointment with his wife, 
had taken revenge of him in the manner deſcribed. By 
the time he had got a new ſcarf ſkin, his character was 
become ſo notoriovs, that he thought it high time for 
him to decamp; and his retreat he performed in one 
night without beat of drum, after having robbed his 
own ſervant of every thing that belonged to him, except 
the cloaths he had on his back. A few days after he 
diſappeared, Mr Lavement, for his own ſecurity, took 
into cuſtody a large old trunk which he had left; and, 
as it was very heavy, made no queſtion that the con- 
. tents were {afficient to indemnify him for what O'Don- 
nell owed in lodging. But a month being elapſed with- 
out hearing any tidings of this adventurer, and my ma- 
ſter being impatient to know what the trunk contained, 
he ordered me to break it open in his preſence, which 
taſk I performed with the peſtle of our great mortar, 
and diſcovered, to his inexpreſſible aſtoniſhment and 
mortification, a heap of ſtones. | es 
ABOUT this time, my friend Strap informed me of 
an offer he had to go abroad with a gentleman in qua- 
lity of valet de chambre, and, at the ſame time aſſured 
me, that whatever advantage he might propoſe to him- 
ſelf from this proſpect, he could not bear the thoughts 
of parting from me ; ſo much was he attached to my 
fortune. In ſpite of all the obligations I owed to this poor 
honeſt fellow, ingratitude is ſo natural to the heart of 
man, that I began to be tired of his acquaintance ;z and 
now that I had contracted other friendſhips which ap- 
peared more creditable, was even aſhamed to ſee a jour- 
neyman barber enquiring after me with the familiarity 


of a companion. I therefore, on pretence of conſulting 


his welfare, inſiſted upon his accepting the propoſal, 
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which he at laſt determined to embrace with great re- 
luctance; and, in a few days, took his leave of me, 
ſhedding a flood of tears, which I could not behold 
without emotion. I now began to look upon myſelf as 
a gentleman in reality—learned to dance of a French- 
man whom I had cured of a faſhionable diſtemper— 
frequented plays during the holidays—became the oracle 
of an alehouſe, where every diſpute was referred to my 
decifion—and at length contracted an acquaintance with 
a young lady, who found means to make a conqueſt of 
my heart, and upon whom [I prevailed, after much at- 
tendance and ſolicitation, to give me a promiſe of mar- 
riage. As this beautiful creature paſſed for a rich heir- 
els, I bleſſed my good fortune, and was actually on the 
point of crowning all my wiſhes by matrimony ; when 
one morning I went to her lodgings, and, her maid be- 
ing abroad, took the privilege of a bridegroom to enter 
her chamber, where, to my utter confuſion, I found 
f her infbed with a man. Heaven gave me patience and 
preſence of mind enough to withdraw immediately; and 
I thanked my ſtars a thouſand times for the happy diſ- 
covery, by which I reſolved to profit ſo much as to a- 
bandon all thoughts of N for the future. 
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ol. CHAPTER XX. 
| Squire Gawky comes to lodge with my maſter —is involued. 
ina troubleſome affair, out of which he is extricated by 
=_ 8 me—he marries my maſter's daughter they conſpire a- 
' gainſt me am found guilty of theft—diſcharged—de- 
i ſerted by my friends I hire a room in St Giles —where, 
10 : by accident, I find the lady to whom I made my e 
g | 1 | in a miſerable condition I relieve her. 
9 HILE I enjoyed myſelf at large in this temper 
| \ \ of mind, Mr Lavement let his firſt floor to my 
countryman and acquaintance Squire Gawky, who, by 
this time, had got a lieutenantcy in the army, and ſuch 
a martial ferocity in his appearance, that I was afraid 
be would remember what had happened between us in 
Scotland, and atone for his breach of appointment then 
— by his punctuality now; but, whether he had actually 
3 forgot me, or was willing to make me believe ſo, he 
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betrayed not the leaſt ſymptom of recognition at ſight 


of me, and I remained quite cured of my apprehenſion 
though I had occaſion not long after to be convinced, 
that howſoever his externals might be altered, he was 
at bottom the ſame individual Gawky whom I have al- 
ready deſcribed. For, coming home late one night from 
the houſe of a patient, I heard a noiſe in the ſtreet, and, 
as I approached, perceived two gentlemen in cuſtody of 
three watchmen. The priſoners, who were miſerably. 
disfigured with dirt, complained. bitterly of the loſs of 
their hats and wigs; and one of them, whom, by his 


tongue, I knew to be a Scotchman, lamented moſt pi- 


teouſly, offering a guinea for his liberty, which the 
watchman refuſed, alledging that one of his companions 


was wounded grievouſly, and that he muſt ſtand to the 


conſequence. My prejudice in favour of my native coun- 
try was ſo ſtrong, that I could not bear to fee any body 
belonging to it in diſtreſs, and therefore, with one blow 
of my faithful eudgel, knocked down the watchman who 
had hold of the perſon for whom I was chiefly concern- 
ed. He was no ſooner diſengaged than he betook him- 
{elf to his Heels, and left me to maintain the diſpute as 
I ſhould think proper; and indeed I came off but ſcur- 
vily ; for, before I could avail myſelf of my ſpeed, I re- 
ceived a, blow on the eye from one of the other two, 
that had well nigh deprived me of the uſe of that or- 
gan; however, I made ſhift to get home, where I was 
informed of Captain Gawky's being robbed and abuſed 
by a company of footpads; and was ordered by my ma- 
iter to prepare an emollient glyſter and paregorick. 
draught, in order to allay and compoſe the ferment of 
his {pirits, occaſioned by the barbarous treatment he had 
undergone, while he took twelve ounces of blood from 
him immediately. When I enquired into the particulars 
of this adventure, and underſtood, by the fervant, that 
he came in juſt before me, without hat and wig, I 
made no ſcruple of believing him to be the perſon I 
had releaſed, and was confirmed in my belief upon hear- 
ing his voice, to which, before that event, I had been ſo 
long a ſtranger. My eye being conſiderably ſwelled and 
mflamed, I could not reflect upon my enterpriſe without 
curſing my own folly, and even reſolving to declare the 
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truth of the whole ſtory, i in order to be revenged on the 
' cowardly wretch, for whom I had ſuffered: Accordingly, 
next day, aiter he had told in preſence of my maſter, his 
wife, and daughter, who came to viſit him, a thouſand lies 
concerning the proweſshe had fhewn in making his efcape, | 
I ventured to explain the myſtery, and, calling in the evi- 
_ dence of my contuſed eye, upbraided him with cowardice 
and ingratitude. Gawkywas ſo aſtoniſhed at this diſcourſe, 
that he could not anſwer one word ; and the reſt of the 
company ſtared at one another; till at length my mi- 
| ſtreſs reprimanded me for my infolent behaviour, and 
: threatened to turn me away for my preſumption. Upon 
which, Gawky (having recollected himſelf) obſerved, as 
the young man might have miſtaken. another perſon for 
1 him, he could forgive his inſinuations, more eſpecially 
=_ as he ſeemed to have ſuffered for his civility ; but ad- 
viſed me to be more certain in my conjectures for the 
future, before I ventured to publiſh them to the preju- 
dice of any man. Miſs applauded the Captain's gene- 
roſity in pardoning one who had ſo villainouſly aſperſed 
| him, and I began to imagine her praiſe was not at all 
| diſintereſted. But the apothecary, who perhaps had 
4 | more penetration, or leſs partiality, than his wife and 
Fi daughter, differed from them in his ſentiments of the 
174 matter, and expreſſed himſelf to me in the ſhop in this 
manner: Ah mon pauvre Roderique ! you ave more 
= | of de veracite dan of de prudence—bot mine vife and 
| | : dater be diablement ſage, and Monſ. le Capitaine un 
= fanfaron, pardien !” This eulogium on his wife and 
of daughter, though ſpoken ironically by him, was never- 
| theleſs literally juſt; by eſpouſing the cauſe of Gawky, 
the one obliged a valuable lodger, and the other acqui- 
| red a huſband at a juncture when one was abſolutely 
. | neceſſary; for the young lady, finding the effects of her 
bo correſpondence with O'Donnell becoming plainer and 
ib plainer every day, infinuated herſelf ſo artfully into the 
| E affection of this new lodger, that in leſs than a fortnight, 
| on pretence of going to a play, they drove-away toge- 
ther to the Flect, where they were coupled ; from 
= , thence removed to a bagnio, where the marriage was 
| conſummated; and in the morning came home, where 


they aiked her father's and mother's blefling. The 
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prudent parents, notwithſtanding the precipitation with 
which the match was carried on, did not think fit to 
refuſe their approbation: for the apothecary was not 
ill pleaſed to find his daughter married to a young man 
of a good proſpect, who had not mentioned to him one 
ſyllable on the article of her dowry; and his wife was 
rejoiced at being rid of a rival in her gallants, and a ſpy 
upon her pleaſures. Nor was I without ſelf-enjoyment 
at this event, when I reflected upon the revenge I had 
unwittingly taken upon my enemy, in making him a 
cuckold by anticipation. But I little dreamed what a 
ſtorm of miſchief was brewing againſt me, whilſt J thus 
indulged myſelf. © Whatever face Gawky put on the 
matter, my diſcovery of the adventure before related, 
and the reproaches I vented againſt him, had ſtung him 
to the ſoul, and cheriſhed the ſeeds of enmity ſo ſtrong- 
ly in his breaſt, that he (it ſeems) imparted his indigna- 
tion to his wife, who being as defirous as himſelf to 
compaſs the ruin of one that not only flighted her ca- 
reſſes, hut was able on any occaſion to diſcover particu- 
lars not at all advantageous to her character, readily 
joined in a conſpiracy againſt me, which (had it taken 
effect as they expected) would infallibly have brought 
me to an ignominious death. 

My maſter having ſeveral times miſſed large quanti- 
tities of medicines of which I could give no account, at 
laſt loſt all patience, and in plain terms taxed me with 
having embezzled them for my own uſe. As I could 
only oppoſe my lingle aſſeveration to his ſuſpicion, he 
told me one day, «By gar, your vord not be give me 
de ſatisfaction me find neceſſaire to chercher for my 
medicine, pardonnez , moi—il faut chercher me de- 
mand le clef of your coffre a cette heure.” Then rai- 
ting his voice to conceal the fright he was in, leſt I 
thould make any oppoſition, he went on, “ Oui, foutre, 
I charge you rendez le clef of your coflre—moi—Hfi, moi 
qui vous parle.“ I was fired with ſo much reſentment 
and diſdain at this accuſation, that I burſt into tears, 
which he took for a fign of guilt; and pulling out my 
key, told him he might ſatisfy himſelf immediately, 
though he would not find it fo eaſy to ſatisfy me. for 
the injury my reputation had ſuffered from his unjuſt 
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ſuſpicion. He took the key; and mounted up to my 
chamber, attended hy the whole family; ; ſaying, « « He 


bien, nous verrons—nous verrons.” But what was my 


horror and amazement, when, opening my cheſt, he 
pulled out an handful of the very things that were miſ- 


| ding, and pronounced, « Ah ha! vous etes bien venus— 


mardie, Monſ. Roderique, you be fort innocent.” I 
had not power to utter one word in my own vindica- 
tion, but ſtood motionleſs and filent, while every body 
preſent made their reſpective remarks on what appeared 
againſt me. The ſervants {aid they were ſorry for my 


. misfortune, and went away repeating, © Who would 


have thought it?“ My miſtreſs took occaſion from this 


detection to rail againſt the practice of employing ſtran- 


gers in general; and Mrs Gawky, after having obſerved 


that ſhe never had a good opinion of my fidelity, pro- 
poſed to have me carried before the juſtice and commit- 
ted to Newgate immediately. Her huſband was actual- 
ly upon the ſtairs in his way for a conſtable, when Mr 
Lavement, knowing the cot and trouble of a proſecu- 
tion to which he muſt bind himſelf, and at the ſame 


time dreading leſt ſome particulars of my confeſſion 


might affect his practice, called out, “ Reſtez, mon fils 
reſtez, it be veritablement one grand crime which dis 
pauvre diable have committed—bot peutetre de good 


God give him de penitence, and me vill not have upon 


wy" 


mine head de blood of one ſinner.” The Captain and 
his Lady uſed all the Chriſtian arguments their zeal 
could ſuggeſt, to prevail on the apothecary to purſue 
me to deſtruction, and repreſented the injuſtice he did 
to the community of which he was a member, in letting 
a villain eſcape, who would not fail of doing more mil- 
chief in the world, when he ſhould reflect on his co- 

ming off ſo eaſily now: But their eloquence made no 
impreſſion on my maſter, who, turning to me, ſaid, 
4 Go, miſerable, go from mine houſe, quick, quick— 
and make reparation for your mauvaiſe actions.“ By 
this time my indignation had rouſed me from the ſtu- 


pefaction in which I had hitherto remained, and I began 


in this manner: „ Sir, appearances, I own, condemn 
me; but you are impoſed upon as much as I am abu- 
ſed—I have fallen a ſacrifice to the rancour of that 
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fcoundrel (pointing to Gawky), who has found means 
to convey your goods hither, that the detection of them 
might blaſt my reputation, and accompliſh my deſtruc- 
tion. His hatred of me is owing to a conſciouſneſs of his 
| having wronged me in my own country; for which injury 
he in a cowardly manner refuſed me the ſatisfaction of 


A 


a gentleman ;—he knows, moreover, that I am no ſtran- 
ger to his daftardly behaviour in this town, which I have 
recounted before; and he is unwilling that ſuch a teſti- 


mony of his ingratitude and puſillanimity ſhould live up- 
on the earth; for this reaſon he 1s guilty of the moſt 
infernal malice to bring about my rum.—And I am a- 
fraid, Madam (turning to Mrs Gawky), you have too 
eaſily entered into the ſentiments of your huſband. I 
have often found you my enemy; and am well acquaint- 
ed with the occaſion of your being ſo, which I don't at 
preſent think proper to declare ; but I would not adviſe 
you, for your own ſake, to drive me to extremity.” This 
addreſs enraged her ſo much, that, with a face as red as 
ſcarlet, and the eyes of a fury, ſhe ſtrutted up to me, 


and putting her hands on her ſides, ſpit in my face, ſay- 


ing, I was a ſcandalous villain, but the defied my ma- 
lice; and that, unleſs her papa would proſecute me like 
a thief as I was, ſhe would not ſtay another night un- 
der his roof. At the ſame time, Gawky, aſſuming a big 
look, told me, he ſcorned what lies I could invent 
againſt him ; but that, if I pretended to aſperſe his wife, 
he would put me to death, by G- d. To this threat 
I anſwered, « I wiſh to God I could meet with thee in 
a deſert, that I might have an opportunity of puniſhing 
thee for thy perfidy towards me, and rid the world of 
ſuch a raſcal— What hinders me this moment (faid I, 

ſeizing an old bottle that ſtood by) from doing myſelf 
that juſtice?” TI had no ſooner armed myſelf in this 
manner, than Gawky and his father-in-law retired in 


ſuch a hurry, that the one overturned the other, and 


they rolled together down ſtairs; while my miſtreſs 
ſwooned away with fear; and her daughter aſked if I 
intended to murder her ? 1 gave her to underſtand that 
nothing was farther from my intention ; that I would 
leave her to the ſtings of her own conſcience; but was 
firmly refolved to ſlit her huſband's noſe, whenever for- 
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tune ſhould offer a convenient opportunity. Then going 
down ſtairs, I met Lavement coming up trembling with 
the peſtle in his hand, and Gawky behind armed with 
his ſword puſhing him forward: - 1 demanded a parley, - 
and having aſſured them of my pacific diſpoſition, 
Gawky exclaimed, “ Ah! villain! you have killed my 
dear wife.“ And the apothecary cried, « Ah coquin! 
vere is my ſhild ?? The lady (faid I) is above ftairs, 
unhurt by me, and will a few months hence (I believe) 


reward your concern.” Here ſhe called to them, and 


deſired they would let the wretch go, and trouble them- 
felves no further about him. To which fequeſt her fa-, 

ther conſented, obſerving nevertheleſs, that my conver- 
Gation. was fort myſterieuſe. Finding it impoſſible to 
vindicate my innocence, I left the houſe immediately, 
and went to the ſchoolmaſter, with an intention of 
clearing myſelf to him, and aſking his advice with re- 
gard to my future conduct; but, to my inexpreſſible 
vexation, was told he was gone to the country, where 
he would ſtay two or three days. I returned with a 
deſign of conſulting ſome acquaintances I had acquired 
in my maſter's neighbourhood ;, but my ſtory had taken 
air, through the officiouſneſs of the ſervants, and not 
one of my friends would vouchſafe me a hearing. Thus 
I found myſelf, by the iniquity of mankind, in a much 


-more deplorable condition than ever : For though I had 


been formerly as poor, my reputation was without ble- 
miſh, and my health unimpaired till now ;—but at pre- 
ſent my good name was loſt, my money gone, my friends 
were alienated, my body was infected by a diſtemper 
contracted in he courſe of an amour, and my faithful 


Strap, who alone could yield me pity and aſſiſtance, ab- 


ſent I knew not where. 

Tas firſt reſolution I could take in this melancholy 
conjuncture was to remove my clothes to the houſe of 
the perſon with whom I had formerly lodged, where I 


remained two days, in hopes of getting another place, 


by the intereſt of Mr Concordance, to whom I made no 
doubt of being able to vindicate my character; but in 
this ſuppoſition I reckoned without my hoſt, for Lave- 
ment took care to be before-hand with me, and when 
I attempted to explain the whole affair to the {chool- 
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maſter, I found him ſo prepoſſeſſed againſt me, that he 
would ſcarce hear me to an end; but when I had finiſh- 
ed my juſtification, A a his head, and beginning with. 
his uſual exclamation, *« 90 C—ft | PP ſaid; „ That 
won't go down with me. I am very ſorry I ſhould have 
the misfortune of being concerned in the affair, but 
however ſhall be more cautious for the future. I with . 
truſt no man from henceforward—no, not my father 
who begat me—nor the brother who lay with me in my 

* mother's womb. Should Daniel rife from the dead, I 
would think him an impoſtor, and were the genius of 
truth to appear, would queſtion its veracity.” I told 
him, that one day, it was poſſible he might be con- 
vinced of the injury I had ſuffered, and repent of his 
premature determination. To which remark he an- 
ſwered, the proof of my inp&cence would make his 
bowels vibrate with joy 3 ure that ſhall happen 
continued he), I muſt Beg to have no manner of con- 
nection with you—my reputation is at ſtaxe O my good 

4 God! 1 ſhall be looked upon as your accomplice and 
abettor—people will ſay Jonathan Wild was but a type 
of me—boys will hoot at me as I paſs along; and the 
cinder wenches belch forth reproaches wafted in a gale 
impregnated with gin I hall be notorious—the very 
butt of ſlander, and 'cloica of infamy.” I was not in 
an humour to reliſh the climax of expreſſions upon 
which this gentleman valued himſelf in all his diſcourtes; 
but without any ceremony took my leave, curſed with 
every ſentiment of horror which my ſituation could 
ſuggeſt. I conſidered, however, in the intervals of my 
deſpondence, that I muſt.in ſome {ſhape ſuit my expence 
to my calamitous circumſtances z and with that view 
hired an apartment in a garret near St Giles's, at the 
kate of nine-pence per week. In this place I reſolved 
to perform my own cure, having firſt pawned three 
| Thirts to purchaſe medicines and DER ar th the occa- 
ion. * 

Ons day when J fat in this ſolitary retreat, muſing 
upon the unhappineſs of my fate, I was alarmed by a 
groan that iſſued from a chamber contiguous to mine, 
into which I immediately ran, and found a woman 


ſtretched on a milerable truckle bed, without wy viſibla 
Vob. I. 8 
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130 The ADVENTURES of 
ſigns of life. Having applied a ſmelling- bottle to hey 
noſe, the blood began to reviſit her cheeks, and ſhe 


opened her eyes; but, good heaven] what were the 
emotions of my ſoul, when I diſcovered her to be the 


ſame individual lady, who had triumphed over my 


heart, and to whoſe fate I had almoſt been inſeparably 
joined] Her deplorable ſituation filled my breaſt with 
compaſſion, and every tender idea reviving in my ima» 
gination, F-flew into her embrace. She knew me im- 
mediately; and, ftraining me gently in her arms, ſhed a 
torrent of tears, which I could not help increaſing. At 
length, caſting a languiſhing look at me, ſhe. pronoun- 


ced, with a feeble voice, « Dear Mr Random, I do not 


deſerve this concern at your hands. I am a vile crea- 
ture, who had a baſe deſign upon your perſon ; ſufter 
me to expiate that and all my other crimes by a miſer- 
able death, which will not fail to overtake me in a few 
hours.” I encouraged her as much as I could ; told her 
I forgave all her intentions with regard to me; and that, 


although my circumſtances were extremely low, I would 


ſhare my laſt farthing with her. In the mean time, 
begged to know the immediate cauſe of that fit from. 
which the had juſt recovered, and ſaid I would endea- 
vour by my {kill to prevent any more ſuch attacks. She 
ſeemed very much affected with this expreflion, took my 
hand, and preſſed it to her lips, faying, “ You are too 
generous II wiſh I could live to expreſs my gratitude z 
but alas! I periſh for want.” Then, ſhutting her eyes, 
the relapſed into another ſwoon. Such extremity of di- 
itreſs muſt have awaked the moſt obdurate heart to 
ſympathy and compaſſion. What effect then muſt it 
have had on mine, that was naturally prone to every 
tender paſſion ? I ran down ſtairs, and ſent my landlady 
to a chemiſt's ſhop for ſome cinnamon water ; while I, 
returning to this vafortunate creature's chamber, uſed 
all the means in my power to bring her to herſelf. This 
aim, with much difficulty, I accompliſhed, and made 
her drink a glaſs of the cordial to recruit her ſpirits ; 
then I prepared a little mulled red wine and a toaſt, 
which having taken, ſhe found herſelf thoroughly revi- 
ved, and informed me, that ſhe had not taſted food for 
eight and forty hours before. As I was impatient. ts 
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know the occaſion and nature of her 9 ſhe gave 


me to underſtand that ſhe was a woman of the town by 
profeſſion : That, in the courſe of her adventures, the 


found herſelf dangerouſly infected with a diftemper to 


which all of her claſs are particularly ſubje& : That her 


malady gaining ground every day, the became loath- 


ſome to herſelf; and offenſive to others; when ſhe re- 
ſolved to retire to ſome obſcure corner, where ſhe might 
be cured with as little noiſe and expence as poffible: 
That the had accordingly choſen this place of retreat, 
and put herfelf into the hands of an advertiſing doctor, 
who, having fleeced her of all the money ſhe had, or 
eould procure, left her three days ago in a worſe condi- 
tion than that in which he found her: 'Fhat, except the 
cloaths on her back, ſhe had pawned or ſold every thing 
_ that belonged to hee, to ſatisfy that rapacious quack, 
and quiet the clamour of her landlady, who {till perfiſt- 


ed in her threats to turn her out into the ſtreet. Af- 


ter having moralized upon theſe particulars, I propoſed 
that the thould lodge in the ſame room with me, an ex- 
pedient that would fave ſome money; and affured her 
I would undertake her cure as well as my own, during 
which ſhe ſhould partake of all the conveniences that i 
could afford to myſelf. She embraced my offer with 
unfeigned acknowledgment ; and I began to put it in 
practice immediately. I found in her not only an agree- 
able companion, whoſe converſation greatly alleviated 
my chagrin, but allo a careful nurſe, who ſerved me 
with the utmoſt tig2lity and affection. One day, while 
F teſtified my ſurpriſe that a woman of her beauty, good 
ſenſe, and education (for the had a large portion of 
each), could be reduced to ſuch an infamous and miſe- 
rable way of life as that of a proſtitute; the anſwered, 

with a ſigh, „ Theſe very advantages were the cauſe of 
my undoing.” This remarkable reply inflamed my cu- 
rioſity to ſuch a degree, that I hegged he would favour 


me with the particulars of her ſtory, and the complieq 
in theſe words : — 


3 
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CHAPTER XXI. _ 
The Hiſtory of Miſs WILLIAMS. 


Y father was an eminent merchant in the city, 
who having, in the cour ſe of trade, ſuffered very 


| conliderable loſſes, retired in his old age with his wife 
to a ſmall eſtate in the country, which he had purchaſed 


with the remains of his fortune. At that time I, being 
but cight years of age, was left in town for the conve- 
nience of education, boarded with an aunt, who was a 
rigid preſbyterian, and who confined me ſo cloſely to 
what ſhe called the duties of religion, that, in time, I 
grew weary of her doctrines, and by degrees conceived 


an averſion for the good books ſhe daily recommended 
to my peruſal. As I increaſed in age, and appeared 


with a perſon not difagreeable, I contracted a good deal 
of acquaintance among my own ſex, one of whom, af- 
ter having lamented the reſtraint I was under from the 

narrowneis of my aunt's ſentiments, told me, I muſt 
now throw off the prejudices of opinion imbibed under 
her influence and example, and learn to think for my- 
ſelf ; for which purpoſe ſhe adviſed me to read Shafte- 
ſbury, Tindal, Hobbes, and allhe books that are re- 
markable for their deviation from the old way of think- 
ing, and, by comparing one wich another, I thould ſoon 
be able to form a lyſtem of my own. I followed her ad- 
vice; and, whether it was owing to my prepoſſeſſion 


againſt wht 1 had formerly read, or the clearneſs of 


argument in theſe my new inſtructors, I know not, but 
I ſtudied them with pleaſure, and in a ſhort time be- 


came a profeſſed Freethinker. . Proud of my new im- 


provement, I argued in all companies, and that with 
ſuch ſucceis, that I ſoon acquired the reputation of a 
philo:opher, and few people durſt undertake me in a diſ- 
pute, I grew vain upon my good fortune, and at length 
pretended to make my aunt a proſelyte to my opinion; 
but ſhe no ſooner perceived. my drift, than, taking the 
alarm, the wrote to my father an account of my hereſy, 
and conjured him, as he tendered the good of my ſoul, 
to remove me immediately from the dangerous place 
where I had contracted ſuch ſinful principles: Aecord- 
ingly, my father ordered me into the country, where + 


— 
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arrived in the fifteenth year of my age; and, by his com- 
mand, gave him a detail of all the articles of my faith, 
which he did not find ſo unreaſonable as they had been 
repreſented. Finding myſelf ſuddenly deprived of the 
company and pleaſures of the town, I grew melancholy, 
and it was ſome time before I could reliſh my fituation. 
But ſolitude became every day more and more familiar 
to me; and I conſoled myſelf in my retreat with the en- 
joyment of agood library, at ſuch times as Iwas not employ-" | 
ed in the management of the ſamily (for my mother had 
been dead three years), in viſiting, or ſome other party 
of rural diverſion. Having more imagination than judg- 
ment, I addicted myſelf too much to poetry and ro- 
mance; and, in ſhort, was looked upon as a very extra- 
ordinary perſon by every body in the country where 1 
reſided. I had one evening ſtrayed, with a book in my 
hand, into a wood that bordered on the high road, at a 
little diſtance from my father's houſe, when a certain 
drunken ſquire riding by perceived me, and crying, 
« Z——ds1 there's a charming creature!“ alighted in 
a moment, caught me in his arms, and treated me ſo 
rudely, that I ſhrieked as loud as I could; and, in the 
mean time, oppoſed his violence with all the ſtrength 
that rage and reſentment could inſpire. During this 
ſtruggle, another horſeman came up, who, ſeeing a la- 
dy 10 unworthily uſed, diſmounted, and flew to my aſ- 
ſiſtance. My raviſher, mad with diſappointment,” or 
provoked with the reproaches of the other gentleman, 
quitted me, and, running to his horſe, drew a piſtol 
from the ſaddle, and fired at my protector, who happi- 
I; receiving no damage, went up, and, with the butt 
end of his whip, laid him proſtrate on the ground, be- 
fore he could uſe the other, which. his antagoniſt imme- 
diately ſeized, and clapping to the ſquire's breaſt, threa- 
tened to put him to death for his cowardice and treache- 
ry. In this dilemma I interpoſed, and begged his life, 
which was granted to my requeſt, after he had aſked 
pardon, and {wore his intention was only to obtain a 

biss. However, my defender thought proper to unload 
the other piſtol, and throw away the flints, before he 
gave him his liberty. This courteous ſtranger conduct- 
& me home, where my father having learned the ſig- 
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nal ſervice he had done me, loaded him with careſſes, 
and inſiſted on his lodging that night at our houſe. If 
the obligation he had conferred upon me juſtly infpired 
me with ſentiments of gratitude, his appearance and 


© converſation ſeemed to entitle him to ſomewhat more. 


He was about the age of two and twenty, among the 
talleſt of the middle fize ; had chefnut coloured hair, 
which he wore tied np in a ribbon y à high poliſhed 
forehead, a noſe inclining to the aquiline, lively blue 
Eyes, red: pouting lips, tecth' as white as ſnow, and 2 
certain openneſs of countenance—but what need I de- 


1cribe any more particulars of his perſon ? I hope you 


will do me the juſtice to believe I do not flatter, when 
L fay he was the exact reſemblance of you; and, if I had 
not been well acquainted with his family and pedigree, 
E ſhould have made no ſcruple of concluding that you 
was his brother. He ſpoke little, and feemed to have 
no reſerve; for what he faid was ingermons, ſenſible, 
and uncommon. In thort, {aid ſhe, burſting into tears, 
he was formed for the ruin of our fex. His behaviour 
was modeſt and reſpectful ; but his looks were ſo ſigni- 
Kcant, that I could eafily obferve he ſecretly bleſſed the 
occaſion that introduced him to my acquaintance. We 

learned from his difcourſe that he was the eldeſt ſon of 


a wealthy gentleman in the neighbourhood, to whoſe 


name we were no ſtrangers; that he had been to vifit 
am acquaintance in the country, from whoſe houſe he 
was returning home when my fhrieks brought him to 


my reſcue, All night long my imagination formed a 


thouſand ridiculous expectations. There was fo much 
of knight-errantry in this gentleman's coming to the re- 
lief of a damſel in diſtreſs, with whom he immediately 
became enamoured, that alt I had read of love and chi- 
valry recurred to my fancy, and 1 looked upon myfelt 


as a princeſs in fome region of romance, who, being de- 
livered from the power of a brutal giant or fatyr by a 
generous Oroondates, was bound in gratitude, as welt 


as led by inclination, to dz eld up my affeetions to him 
without reſerve. In vain did I endeavour to chaſtiſe 
theſe fooliſh conceits, by refloctions more reaſonable and 
{evere. The amuſing images took full poſſeſſion of my 
mind, and my dreams repreſented my hero ſighing at 
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my feet in the language of a deſpairing lover. Next 
morning after breakfaſt he took his leave, when my fa- 
ther begged the favour of further acquaintance with 
him; to which requeſt he replied by a compliment to 
him, and a look to me ſo full of eloquence and tender- 
neſs, that my whole ſoul received the ſoft impreſſion. 
In a ſhort time he repeated his viſit; and, as a recital 
of the particular ſteps he purſued to ruin me would be 
too tedious and impertinent, let it ſuffice to ſay, he made 
it his buſineſs to inſinuate himſelf into my eſteem, by 
convincing me of his own good ſenſe, and at the ſame 
time flattering my underſtanding. This taſk he perform 
ed in the moſt artful manner, by ſeeming to contradict 
me often through miſapprehenſion, that I might have 
an opportunity of clearing myſelf the more to my own 
honour. Having thus ſecured my good opinion, he be- 
gan to give me ſome tokens of a particular paſſion, foun- 
ded on a veneration for the qualities of my mind, and, 
as an accidental ornament, admired the beauties of my 
perſon ; till at length, being fully perſuaded of his con- 
queſt, he choſe z proper ſeaſon for the theme, and dif- 
cloſed his love in terms ſo ardent and ſincere, that it 
was impoſſible for me to diſguiſe the ſentiments,of my 
heart, and he received my approbation with the moſt 
lively tranſport. After this mutual declaration, we con- 


trived to meet more frequently, in private interviews, 


where we enjoyed the converſation of one another, in 
all the elevation of fancy and impatience of hope, that 
reciprocal adoration can inſpire. He profeſſed his ho- 
nourable intentions, of which I made no queſtion, la- 
mented the avaricious diſpoſition of his father, who had 
deſtined him for the arms of another, and vowed eternal 


fidelity with ſuch an appearance of candour and devo- 
tion, that I became a dupe to his deceit, and, in an evil 


hour, crowned his eager deſire with full poſſeſſion.— 
Curſed be the day on which I gave away my innocence 
and peace for a momentary gratification, which has en- 
tailed upon me ſuch miſery and horror ! curſed be my 
beauty, that firſt attracted the attention of the ſeducer ! 


eurſed be my education, that, by refining my ſentiments, 


made my heart the more ſuſceptible ! curſed be my 
good ſenſe, that fixed me to one object, and taught ms 
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the preference I enjoyed was but my due! Had I been 
ugly, nobody would have tempted me; had I been ig- 
norant, the charms of my perſon would not have atoned 
for the coarſeneſs of my converſation; had I been giddy, 
my vanity would have divided my inclinations, and m 
ideas would have been ſo diffuſed, that I ſhould never 
have liſtened to the enchantments of one alone. 

Bo r, to return to my unfortunate ſtory; we gave a 
looſe to guilty pleaſure, which, for ſome months, ba- 
niſhed every other concern. At laſt, by degrees, his vi- 
ſits became leſs frequent, and his behaviour leſs warm: 
I perceived his coldneſs my heart took the alarm my 
tears reproached him and 1 inſiſted upon the perform- 
ance of his promiſe to eſpouſe me, that, whatever ſhould 
happen, my reputation might be ſafe. He ſeemed to ac- 
quieſce in my propoſal, and left me on pretence of find- 
ing a proper clergyman to unite us in the bands of wed- 
lock. But alas! the inconſtant had no intention to re- 
turn. I waited a whole week with the utmoſt impatience; 
ſamietimes daubting his honour, at other times invent- 
ing excuſes for him, and cendemning myſelf for har- 
bouring the leaſt ſuſpicion of his faith. At length, I 
underſtood from a gentleman who dined at our houle, 
that this perfidious wretch was on the point of ſetting 
out for London with his bride, to buy cloaths for their 
approaching nuptials. This information diſtracted me! 
the more ſo, as I found myſelf ſome months gone with 
child, and reflected, that it would be impoſſible to con- 
ceal my diſgrace, which would not only ruin the cha- 
racter J had acquired in the country, but alſo bring the 
grey hairs of an indulgent parent with ſorrow to the 
grave. Rage took poſſeſſion of my ſoul; I denounced 
a thouſand imprecations, and formed as many ſchemes 
of revenge againſt the traitor who had undone me 
Ihen my reſentment would ſubſide to ſilent ſorrow. I 
recalled the tranquillity I had loſt, I wept over my infa- 
tuation, and ſometimes a ray of hope would intervene, 
and for a moment cheer my drooping heart; I would 
[revolve all the favourable circumſtances of his character, 
repeat the vows he made, aſcribe his abſence to the vi- 
gilance of a ſuſpicious father, who compelled him to 3 
match his ſoul abhorred, and comfort mylelf with the 
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expectation of ſeeing him before the thing ſhould be 
brought to any terms of agreement. But how vain was 
my imagination]! The villain left me without remorſe z 
and in a few days the news of his marriage were ſpread 
all over the country. My horror was then inconceivable ! 
and had not the deſire of revenge diverted the reſolu- 

tion, I ſhould infallibly have put an end to my miſerable 
life. My father obſerved the ſymptoms of my deſpair ; 
and, though I have good reaſon to believe he guefled 
the cauſe, was at a great deal of pains to ſeem ignorant 
of my affliction, while he endeavoured: with paternal 
fondneſs to alleviate my diſtreſs. I ſaw his concern, 
which increaſed my anguiſh, and raiſed my fury againſt 
the author of my calamity to an implacable degree. Ha- 

ving furniſhed myſelf with a little money, I made an 
elopement from this unhappy parent in the night-time, 
and about break of day, arrived at a ſmall town, from 
whence a ſtage-coach ſet out for London, in which 1 
embarked, and next day alighted in town; the ſpirit of 
revenge having ſupported me all the way againſt every 
other reflection. My firſt care was to hire a lodging, 
in which I kept myſelf very retired, having aſſumed a 

- feigned name, that my character and ſituation might be 
the better concealed. It was not long before I found 
out the houſe of my raviſher, whither I immediately re- 
paired in a tranſport of rage, determined to act ſome 
deſperate deed for the ſatisfaction of my deſpair, though 
the hurry of my ſpirits would not permit me to concert 
or reſolve upon a particular plan. When I demanded 
admiſſion to Lothario (ſo let me call him), I was deſired 
to ſend up my name and buſineſs ; but this I refuted, 
telling the porter I had buſineſs for his maſter's private 
ear. Upon which I was conducted into a parlour until 
he ſhould be informed of my requeit. There I remain- 
ed about a quarter of an hour, when a ſervant entered, 
and told me his maſter was engaged with company, and 
begged to be excuſed at that time. My temper could 
hold out no longer: I pulled a poignard from my boſom 
where IJ had concealed it, and, ruſhing out, flew up itairs 
like a fury, exclaiming, © Where is this perfidious vil- 
lain! could I once plunge this dagger into his falſe 
heart, I ſhould then die ſatisfied.” The noiſe I made 
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alarmed not only the ſervants, but the company alſo, 
who, hearing my threats, came forwards to the ſtair- 
caſe to fee what was the matter. I was ſeized, difarm- 
ed, and with-held by two footmen; and, in this ſitua- 
tion, felt the moſt exquiſite torture in beholding my, 
undoer approach with his young wife. I could not en- 
dure the fight, was deprived of my ſenſes, and fell into 
a ſevere fit, during which I know not how I was treat- 


ed; but when 1 recovered the uſe of reflection, found 


myſelf on a bed in a paltry apartment, where I was at- 


# tended by an old woman, who aſked by roy imper- 


tinent queſtions relating to my condition; and informed 
me that my behaviour had thrown the whole family in- 
to confufion ; that Lothario affirmed I was mad, and 
propoſed to have me ſent to Bedlam ; but my lady per- 
ſuaded herſelf there was more in my conduct than he 
cared ſhould be known, and had taken to her bed on 
bare ſuſpicion, having firſt ordered that I thould be nar- 
rowly looked to. I heard all the ſaid without making 
any other reply, than deſiring the would do me the fa- 
vour to call a chair; but this, ſhe told me, could not be 
done without her maſter's conſent, which, however, was 
eaſily procured, and I was conveyed to my own lodg- 
ings in a ftate of mind that baffles all deſcription. _ The 
agitation of my thoughts produced a fever, which 
brought on a miſcarriage ; and I believe it is well for my 
conſcience that Heaven thus diſpoſed of my burden; 
for, let me on to you with penitence and horror, if I 
had brought a living child into the world, my frenzy 
would have prompted me to ſacrifice the little innocent 
to my reſentment of the father's infidelity. 

AFTER this event, my rage abated, and my hate be- 
came more deliberate and calm: wins one day, my 
landlady informed me, that there was a gentleman be- 
low who deſired to ſee me, he having fomething of con- 
ſequence to impart, which he was ſure would contri- 
bute to my peace of mind. I was exceedingly alarmed 
at this declaration, which I attempted to interpret a 
thouſand ways; and before I came to any determina- 
tion he entered my room, with an apology for intru- 
ding upon me againſt my knowledge or content. T ſur- 
veyed him ſome time, and not being able to recollect. 


Ng 
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his face, demanded, with a faltering accent, what his 
buſineſs was with me? Upon which he deſired I would 
give him a particular audience, and he did not doubt of 
communicating ſomething that would conduce to my ſa- 
tisfaction and repoſe. As I thought myſelf ſufficiently 
guarded againſt any violence, I granted his requeſt, and 
bid the woman withdraw. The ftranger then advancing, 
gave me to underſtand, that he was well acquainted with 
the particulars of my ſtory, having been informed of 
them from Lothario's own mouth; that, from the time 
he knew my misfortunes, he had entertained a deteſta- 
tion for the author of them; which had of late been in- 
creaſed and inflamed to a deſire of revenge, by a piece 
of diſhonourable conduct towards him; that, hearing of 
my melancholy ſituation, he had come with an intention 
of offering his aſſiſtance and comfort, and was ready to 
eſpouſe my quarrel, and forthwith take vengeance on 
my ſeducer, provided I would grant him one conſidera- 
tion, which, he hoped, I ſhould ſee no reaſon to refuſe. 
Had all the artifice of hell been employed in compoling 


a perſuaſive, it could not have had a- more inſtantane- 


ous or favourable effect than this diſcourſe had upon 
me. TI was tranſported with a delirium of gloomy joy; 
I hugged my companion in my arms, and vowed, that 


if he would make good his promiſe, my foul and body 


ſhould be at his diſpoſal. The contract was made; he 
devoted himſelf to my revenge, undertook to murder 


Lothario that very night, and to bring me an account of 


his death before morning. Accordingly, about two of 
the clock, he was introduced to my chamber, and aſ- 
ſured me, my perfidious lover was no more; that al- 
though he was not entitled to ſuch an honourable pro- 


ceeding, he had fairly challenged him to the field, where 


he upbraided him with his treachery towards me, for 
whom (he told me) his ſward was drawn, and after a 
few paſſes left him weltering in his blood. I was ſo ſa- 
vaged by my wrongs, that I delighted in the recital of 
this adventure, made him repeat the particulars, feaſted 
my eyes with the blood that remained on his cloaths and 
ſword, and yielded up my body as a recompence for the 
ſervice he had done me. Myi imagination was ſo engroſſed 
with theſe ideas, that in my ſlzep I dreamed Lothario 
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appeared before me, pale, mangled, and bloody, blamed 


my raſhneſs, proteſted his innocence, and pleaded his 
own cauſe ſo pathetically, that I was convinced of his 


fidelity, and waked in a fit of horror and remorſe. My 


bed-fellow endeavoured to ſoothe, conſole, and perſuade 
me that I had but barely done juſtice to myſelf. I dropt 
aſleep again, and the ſame apparition returned to my 


fancy. In ſhort, J paſſed the night in great miſery, and 


looked upon my avenger with ſuch abhorrence, that, in 
the morning, perceiving my averſion, he inſinuated there 
was ſtill a poſſibility of Lothario's recovery; it was true, 
he left him wounded on the ground, but not quite dead; 
and perhaps his hurts might not be mortal. At theſe 
words, I ſtarted up, bade him fly for intelligence, and, 
if he could not bring me tidings of Lothario's fafety, at 
leaſt conſult his own, and never return, for Las re- 
folved to ſurrender myſelf to juſtice, and declare all that 
i knew of the affair, that, if poſlible, I might expiate 
my own guilt, by incurring the rigours of a ſincere re- 
ow and ignominiovs death. He very coolly repre- 

ented the unreaſonableneſs of my prejudice againſt him, 
who had done nothing but what his love of me inſpired, 


and honour juſtified : That now he had, at the riſk of 


his life, bone! fubſervient to my revenge, I was about to 
diſcard him as an infamous agent occaſionally neceſſary; 
and that, even if he ſhould be fo lucky as to bring news 
of Lothario's ſafety, it was probable my former reſent- 
ment might revive, and I would upbraid him with ha- 
ving failed in his undertaking. I aſſured him, that, on + 
the contrary, he ſhould be dearer to me than ever, as 


I then ſhould be convinced he acted more on the prin- 
- Ciples of a man of honour, than on thoſe of a mercena- 


ry aſſaſſin, and ſcorned to take away the life of an ad- 


verſary (how 3 inveterate ſoever) which fortune had put 


in his power. „ Well then, Madam (ſaid he), what- 
ever may have happened, I ſhall find it no difficult mat- 
ter to acquit myſelf in point of honour.” And took his 
leave, in order to enquire into the conſequences of his 
duel. I was now more ſenſible than ever of the degrees 
of guilt and miſery; all the afffiction I had ſuffered hi- 
therto was owing to my own credulity and weakneſs, 
znd my conſcience could not accuſe me gf vyenial crimes; 


a 
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but now that I looked upon myſelf as a murderer, it is 
impoſſible to expreſs the terrors of my imagination, 
which was inceſſantly haunted by the image of the de- 
ceaſed, and my boſom ſtung with the moſt exquiſite ago» 
nies, of: which I ſaw no end. At length Horatio (for 
ſo I ſhall call my keeper) returned, and, telling me TI 
had nothing to fear, delivered into my hands a billet, 
contaiving theſe words: : 


C MA DAM, 
« ASI underſtand it is of conſequence to your peace, 
I take this liberty to inform you, that the wounds re- 
ceived from Horatio are not mortal. This ſatisfaction 
my humanity could not deny, eyen to a perſon who has 
endeavoured to diſturb the repoſe, as well as deſtroy the 
life of | | Lothario.” | 


Bix well acquainted with this hand, I had no rea- 
fon to ſuſpe& an impoſition in this letter, which I read 
over and over with a tranſport of joy, and careſſed Ho- 
ratio ſo much, that he appeared the happieſt man alive. 
Thus was I won from deſpair by the menaces of a great- 
er misfortune 'than that which depreſſed me. Griets are 
like uſurpers, the moſt powerful depoſes all the reſt. 

But my raptures were not laſting ; that very letter which 
in a manner re-eſtabliſhed my tranquillity, in a little 
time baniſhed my peace. His unjuſt reproaches, while 
they waked my reſentment, recalled my former happi- 
neſs, and filled my foul with rage and forrow. Hora- 
tio, perceiving the fituation of my mind, endeavoured 
to divert my chagrin, by treating me with all the amuſe- 
ments and entertainments ef the town. I was gratiſied 
with every indulgence I could defire, introduced into 
the company of other kept miſtreſſes, by whom an un- 


common deference was paid to me; and I hegan to loſe 


all remembrance of my former condition, when an ac- 


cident brought it back to my view, with all its intereſt- 


ing circumſtances.. Diverting myſelf one day with ſome 
newſpapers, which I had not before peruſed, the follow- 
ing advertiſement attracted my attention: 

„ WHEREAS a young gentlewoman diſappeared from 
her father's houſe in the caunty of ———, about the 
ende of September, on account, as is ſuppoſed, of ſome 
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uneaſineſs of mind, and has not been as yet heard of: 
Whoever will give any information about her to Mr 
of Gray's Inn, ſhall be handſomely rewarded ; 
or if ſhe will return to the arms of her diſconſolate pa- 
rent, ſhe will be received with the utmoſt tenderneſs, 
whatever reaſon ſhe may have to think otherwiſe, and 
may be the means of prolonging the lite of a father, al- 
ready weighed down almoſt to the grave with age and 
ſorrow.” © ck . 
THr1s pathetic remonſtrance had ſuch an effect on 
me, that I was fully refolved to return, like the prodi- 
gal ſon, and implore the forgiveneſs of him who gave 
me life; but alas! upon enquiry, I found he had paid 
his deht to Nature a month before, lamenting my ab- 
ſence to his laſt hour, having left his fortune to a ſtran- 
ger, as a mark of his reſentment of my unkind and un- 
dutiful behaviour. Penetrated with remorſe on this oc- 
cafton, I ſank into the moſt profound melancholy, and 
conſidered myſelf as the immediate cauſe of his death. 
I loſt all reliſh for company, and indeed moſt of my ac- 
quaintance no ſooner perceived my change of temper, 
than they abandoned me. Horatio, diſguſted at my in- 
{enfibllity, or, which is more probable, cloyed with poſ- 
ſeſſion, became colder and colder every day, till at laſt he 
left me altogether, without making any apology for his 
conduct, or ſecuring me againſt the miſeries of want, as 
a man of honour ought to have done, conſidering th 
mare he had in my ruin; for I afterwards learned that 
the quarrel between Lothario and him was a ſtory 
trumped up to rid the one of my importunities, and give. 
the other the enjoyment of my perſon, which, it ſeems, 
he luſted after, upon ſeeing me at the houſe of my ſe- 
ducer. Reduced to this extremity, I curled my own 
ſimplicity, uttered horrid imprecations againſt the treach- 
ery of Horatio; and, as I became every day more and 
more familiarized to the loſs of innocence, reſolved to 
be revenged on the ſex in general, by practiſing their 
own arts upon themfelves. Nor was an opportunity 
long wanting; an old gentlewoman, under pretence of 
ſympathizing, viſited me, and, after having condoled 
me on my misfortunes, and profeſſed a diſintereſted 
iriendfhip, began to diſplay the art of her occupation, 
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in encomiums on my beauty, and invectives againſt the 

wretch who had forſaken me; inſinuating withal, that 

it would be my own fault if I did not {till make my for- 

tune by the extraordinary qualifications with which na- 

ture had endowed me. I ſoon underſtood her drift, 

and gave her ſuch encouragement to explain herſelf 
that we came to an agreement immediately to divide the 

profits of wy proſtitution accruing from ſuch gallants as 

the ſhould introduce to my acquaintance. The firſt 
ſtroke of my diffimulation was practiſed upon a certain 

judge, to whom I was recommended by this. matron 

as an innocent creature juſt arrived from the country. 

He was ſo tranſported with my appearance and feigned 

fimplicity, that he paid a hundred guineas for the poſ- 

ſeſſion of me for one night only, during which I behaved 
in ſuch a manner as to make him perfectly well-pleaſed 

with his purchaſe. | 


She is interrupted by a bailiff, who arreſts and carries her 
to the Marſhalſea—1 accompany her—bring witneſſes to 
prove ſhe is not the perſon named in the writ—the bailiff 
ts fain to give her a preſent, and diſcharge her—ve ſhift 
our lodging—fhe reſumes her ftory, and ends it—my re- 
flections thereupon—ſhe makes me acquainted with the 
progreſs of a common woman of the town—reſolves to 
quit that way of life. | | 
ER ſtory was here interrupted by a rap at the 
door, which I no fooner opened, than three or 
four terrible fellows ruſhed in, one of whom accoſted 
my fellow-lodger thus: * Madam, your ſervant, you 
muſt do me the favour to come along with me—T'have 
got a writ againſt you.” While the bailiff (for ſo he 
was) ſpoke thus, his followers furrounded the priſoner, 
and began to handle her very roughly. This treatment 
incenſed me ſo much, that I ſnatched up the poker, and 
would certainly have uſed it in defence of the lady, 
without any regard to the ſtrength and number of her 
adverſaries, had the not begged me, with a compoſure 
of countenance for which I could not account, to- uſe no 
violence in her behalf, which could be of no ſervice to 
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her, but might be very detrimental to myſelf. Thes 
turning to the leader of this formidable troop, the deſi- 
red to ſee the writ, and having peruſed it, ſaid, with + 
faltering voice, « I am not the perſon whoſe name is 
here mentioned; arreſt me at your peril.” Ay, ay, 
Madam (replied the catchpole), we ſhall- prove your 
identity. In the mean time, whether will you be pleaſed 
to be carried to my houſe, or to jail ?” „If I mak be 
_ confined (ſaid ſhe), I would rather be in your Aouſe 
than in a common jail.” „ Well, well (anfwered he), 
if you have money enough in your pocket, you mall be 
entertained like a princeſs.” But when ſhe acquainted 
him with her poverty, he ſwore he never gave credit, 
and ordered one of his myrmidons to call a coach, to 


carry her to the Marſhalſea at once. While they wait- 


ed for the convenience, the took me afide, and bade me 
be under no concern on her account, for ſhe knew how 
to extricate herſelf from this difficulty very ſoon, and 
perhaps gain ſomething by the occaſion. Although her 
diſcourſe was a myſtery to meà I was very well pleaſed 
with her aſſurance, and, when the coach came to the 
door, offered to accompany her to priſon ; to which 
propoſal, after much intreaty, ſhe conſented. When 
we arrived at the gate of the Marſhalſea, our conductor 
| alighted, and having demanded entrance, preſented the 
writ to the turnkey, who no ſooner perceived the name 
of Elizabeth Cary, than he cried, “ Ah hah! my old 
acquaintance Bett! I'm glad to ſee thee with all my 
heart.” So ſaying, he opened the coach door, and 
helped her to diſmount; but when he obſerved her 
face, he ſtarted back, ſaying, „ Z—ds! who have we 
got here!“ The bailiff, alarmed at this interrogation, 
cried, with ſome emotion, « Who the devil ſhould it 
be, but the priſoner Elizabeth Cary ?” The turnkey re- 
plied, « That Elizabeth Cary | I'll be d- if that's 
Elizabeth Cary, more than my grandmother. D—n my 
blood, I know Bett Cary as well as if I had made her.” 
Here the lady thought fit to interpoſe, and tell the 
catchpole, if he had taken her word for it at firſt, he 
might have ſaved himſelf and her a great deal of 
trouble. It may be ſo (anſwered he), but by G—d, 

Tul have further evidence that you are not the perſon 
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before you and I part.“ « Yes, yes (faid ſhe), you ſhall 
have further evidence to your coſt.” Then we adjourn- 
ed into the lodge, and called for a bottle of wine, where 
my companion wrote a direction to two of her acquaint- 


ance, and begged the favour of me to go to their 


lodgings, and requeſt them to come to her immediately. 
I found them together at a houſe in Bridges-ſtreet, 
Drury-lane; and as they were Inckily unengaged, they 
ſet out with me in a hackney-coach, without heſitation, 
after I had related the circumſtances of the affair, which 
flattered them with hopes of ſeeing a bailiff trounced 
for there is an antipathy as natural between the whores 
and bailiffs, as that ſubſiſting between mice and cats. 


Accordingly, when they entered the lodge, they em- 
braced the priſoner very affectionately by the name of 


Nancy Williams, and aſked how long ſhe had been nab- 


bed, and for what? On hearing the particulars of her 


adventure repeated, they offered to {wear before a juſtice 
of peace, that ſhe was not the perſon mentioned in the 
writ, whom, it ſeems, they all knew; but the bailiff, 
who was by this time convinced of his miſtake, told 
them he would not put them to that trouble. « Ladies 
(ſaid he), there's no harm done—you ſhall give me 
leave to treat you with another bottle, and then we'll 
part friends.” This propofal was not at all reliſhed by 
the ſiſterhood ; and Miſs Williams told him, Sure he 
did not imagine her ſuch a fool, as to be ſatisfied with. 
a paltry glaſs of ſour wine. Here the turnkey inter- 
rupted her, by affirming with an oath, that the wine 
was as good as ever was tipped over tongue. “ Well 
(continued ſhe), that may be—but was it the beſt of 
champaign, it is no recompence for the damage I have ſuf- 
fered both in character and health, by being wrongfully 
dragged to jail. At this rate no innocent perſon is ſafe, 
ſince an officer of juſtice, out of malice, private pique, or 
miſtake, may injure and oppreſs the ſubject with impuni- 
ty : But, thank heaven, I live under the protection of laws 
that will not ſuffer ſuch inſults to paſs unpuniſhed, and 
I know very well how to procure redreſs.” Mr Vulture 
(for that was the bailiff's name), finding he had to deal 
with one who would not be impoſed upon, began to 


look very ſullen and perplexed, and leaning his fore- 
VOhe b U 


+ —_——_— 


1141 
Wo! 1 4 

11 
1. 

FS 
64 
T7 13 
£49: % 
* 

19 
11 
e ö 

6 
= f i 
1 
N 
l 

i 

ii ö 

Kat 

\ NY 
: 2 

nt 

[1 

1 

U 

17 
13 

, 

10 
+ 

- 

: 
= 
[ 

4 1 
9 1 
1 

+! 

By 
8 


—— 


1 

: 

l 

' 
* 4 

b 

* 8 

4 

4 

; 
i 3H 
F : 
bs 
4 

1 
bt" 
\ 

* 

i 
oy” | 
TS 
Vas 
*. 
en 
1 
111 
5 
1 
1 
1 
1 
7 
'D 
T 
we, 
* 
oF 


— — auœjfĩ— 
2 > 


wy — . 


9 
n 


ccc rn I IT NOT. ot Toe. r 2 
rs. = * . A — — — 
8 — - . — 2 — . * — 8 
—— 


| 
f 4 
i 
* 
+ 
{4 
* 
1 
'} 
4 
i 
44 
{ 
'! 
1 
(i 
I 
L 
[RT "1 
} 
„ 
4 
f 
— 
i, 
g 
2 
l 
n 
* 
1 ! 
1 
1 
= 
11 
Hr. 
{ 
iy 
"oy 
gt 
+ 
13 
1 4 
5. 
21 
* 
1 
1 
* 4 
0 1 
o 
_ 
-» } 
AY 
'ih. & 
$ 
4 
| 
i 
1 
* 
i 
1 4 
+8 
i 
> 
a [| 
,” 
4 
i 
4 
14 
11 
+ 
ii 
\ 
U * 
Þ 7 7 
4 
11 
1 
f 
14 1 
f 7 £ 
n 
7 
i 
* 
f 
* 
5 
* 
3 
L 
F 
i 
't 
* 
* 
* 
at 
' 
5 
4 
—_— 
1 
| 
1 


h 

l 
4 
1M 

* ; 
=_ 
| 
. 


r 
- mg 


OOO Do hs: OO. hg 8 
— EET” ISIS Ex 
8 


n * U 
— = — 


LIN = = 
— —— — — — — 


_— 
— es 
———— \ 


—— — 


hs ZZ ͤ ĩ . MACE 


7 = E . — —_ — l 2 >. g — 2 = £38 = — 
— by : — — — — — — A —_ —— — — emo — — ER 
* 22 rc + « » 2 2 A 1 1 » * * - 2 ve 7 2 S ras 2 _ 1 
8 — . — 1 . 2 — 50 5 . — 2 — as — . > 
——— — F PPP A ²˙ 1 Q es oe oe regs: — — 


146 . ADVENTURES of. 
head on his hand, efitered into a deliberation with btn 


ſelf, which laſted a few minutes, and then broke out in 


a volley of dreadful curſes againſt the old b—ch our 
landlady (as he called her), for having miſinformed 
him. After much wrangling and ſwearing, the matter 
was referred to the deciſion of the turnkey, who, calling 
for the other bottle, mulcted the bailiff in all the liquor 
that had been drank, coach-hire, and a couple of gui- 
neas for the uſe of the plaintiff. The money was imme- 
diately depoſited ; Miſs Williams gratified the two evi- 
dences with one half, and, putting the other in her 
pocket, drove home with me, leaving the catchpole 
grumbling over his loſs, yet pleaſed in the main, for ha- 
ving ſo cheaply got clear of a buſineſs that might have 
coſt him ten times the ſum, and his place to boot. This 
guinea was a very ſeaſonable relief to us, who were re- 
duced to great neceſſity, fix of my ſhirts, and almoſt all 
my cloaths, except thoſe on my back, having been either 
pawned or ſold for our maintenance before this hap- 
pened. As we reſented the behaviour of our landlady, 
our firſt care was to provide ourſelves with another 
lodging, whither we removed next day, with an inten- 
tion to keep ourſelves as retired as poſlible, until our 


cure ſhould be completed. When we were fixed in our 


new habitation, I intreated her to finiſh the ſtory of her 
life, which ſhe purſued in this manner : 


TRE ſucceſs of our experiment on the judge, encou- 
raged us to practiſe the ſame deceit on others, and my 
virginity was five times fold to good purpofe : But this 
harveſt laſted. not long, my character taking air, and 


my directreſs deſerting me for ſome new game. Then 


I took lodgings near Charingcroſs, at two guineas per 
week, and began to entertain company in a public man- 
ner: But my income being too ſmall to defray my ex- 
pence, TI was obliged to retrench, and enter into articles 
with the porters of certain taverns, who undertook to 
find employment enough for me, provided I would ſhare 
my profits with them. Accordingly, I was. almoſt every 
night engaged with company, among whom I was ex- 
poſed to every mortification, danger, and abuſe, that 


flow from drunkenneſs, brutality, and diſeaſe. How 
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miſerable is the condition of a courtezan, whoſe buſineſs 
it is to ſoothe, ſuffer, and obey the dictates of rage, 
inſolence, and luſt ! As my {ſpirit was not ſufficiently 
humbled to the will, nor-my temper calculated for the 
converſation of my gallants, it was impoſlible for me 


to overcome an averſion I felt for my profeſſion, which 


manifeſted itſelf in a ſettled gloom on my countenance, 
and diſguſted thoſe ſons of mirth and riot ſo much, that I 
was frequently uſed in a ſhocking manner, and kicked 
down ftairs with diſgrace. The meſſengers ſeeing me 


diſagreeable to their benefactors and employers, ſeldom - 


troubled me with a call, and I began to find myſelf 
almoſt totally neglected. To contribute towards my 
ſupport, I was fain to ſell my watch, rings, trinkets, 
with the beſt part of my cloaths; and I was one even- 
ing muſing by myſelf on the miſery before me, when J 
received a meſſage from a bagnio, whither I repaired in 
a chair, and was introduced to a gentleman drefled 
like an officer, with whom I ſupped in a ſumptuous 
manner, and, after drinking a hearty glais of cham- 


paign, went to bed. In the morning, when I awoke, 1 


found my gallant had got up, and, drawing aſide the 
curtain, could not perceive him in the room. This cir- 
cumſtance gave me ſome uneaſineſs; but as he might 


have retired on ſome neceſſary occaſion, I waited a full 


hour for his return; and then in the greateſt perplexity 
roſe up, and rung the bell. When the waiter came to 
the door, he found it locked, and defired admittance, 
which I granted, after obſerving, with great ſurpriſe, 
that the key remained on the infide, as when we went 


to bed. I no ſooner enquired for the captain, than the 


fellow, ſtaring with a diſtracted look, cried, „“ How, 
Madam! is he not a-bed?“ And when he was ſatisfied 
as to that particular, ran into a cloſet adjoining to the 
chamber, the window of which he found open. Through 
this the adventurer had got upon a wall, from whence 
he dropped down into a court, and eſcaped ; leaving me 
to be anſwerable, not only for the reckoning, but alſo 
for a large ſilver tankard and poſſet bowl, which he had 
carried off with him. It is impoflible to deſcribe the 
_ conſternation I was under, when I faw myſelf detained 


» 
x 


as a thief's accomplice; for I was looked upon in that 
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light, and carried before a juſtice, who, miſtaking my 
confuſion for a ſign of guilt, committed me, after a ſhort 
examination, to Bridewell, having adviſed me, as the on- 
ly means to fave my life, to turn evidence, and impeach 
my confederate. I now concluded the vengeance of 
heaven had overtaken me, and that I muſt ſoon finiſh 
my career by an ignominious death. This reflection 
ſunk ſo deep into my foul, that I was for ſome days de- 
prived of my reaſon, and actually believed myſelf in hell, 
tormented by fiends : Indeed there needs not a very ex- 
travagant imagination to form that idea; for, of all the 
ſcenes on earth, that of Bridewell approzcties! neareſt 
the notion E had always entertained of the infernal re- 
Sions. Here | ſaw nothing but rage, anguiſh, and im- 
piety; and heard nothing but groans, curſes, and blaſ- 
hemy. In the midſt of this helliſh crew, I was ſub- 
jected to the tyranny of a barbarian, who impoſed upon 
me taſks that I could not poſſibly perform, and then 
puniſhed my incapacity with the utmoſt rigour and in- 
humanity. I was often whipped into a ſwoon, and 
laſhed out of it, during which miſerable intervals I was 
robbed by my fellow=priſoners of every thing about me, 
even to my cap, ſhoes, and ſtockings: I was not only 
deſtitute of neceſſaries, but even of food, fo that my 
wretchedneſs was extreme. Not one of my acquaint- 
ance, to whom I imparted my ſituation, would grant me 
the leaſt ſuccour or regard, on pretence of my being 
committed for theft; and my landlord refuſed to part 
with ſome of my own cloaths, which I ſent for, becauſe 
I was indebted to him for a week's lodging. Over- 
whelmed with calamity, I grew deſperate, and reſolved 
to put an end to my grievances and life together; for 
this purpoſe I got up in the middle of the night, when 
I thought every body round me aſleep, and fixing one 
end of my handkerchief to a large hook in the cieling, 
t hat ſupported the ſcales on which the hemp is weighed, 
1 ſtood upon a chair, and making a nooſe on the other 
end, put my neck into it, with an intention to hang my- 
ſelf; but before I could adjuſt the knot, I was ſurpriſed 
and, prevented by two women who had been awake all 
the while, and ſuſpected my deſign. In the morning 
my attempt Was publiſhed among the priſoners, and pu- 
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niſhed with thirty ſtripes; the pain of which co- opera- 
ting with my diſappointment and diſgrace, bereft me of 
my ſenſes, and threw me into an ecſtaſy of madneſs, du- 
ring which I tore the fleſh from my bones with my teeth, 
and daſhed my head againſt the pavement : So that they 
were obliged to ſet a watch over me, to reſtrain me 
from doing further miſchief to myſelf and others. This 
fit of phrenzy continued three days, at the end of which 
I grew calm and ſullen; but, as the defire of making a- 
way with myſelf ftill remained, I came to a determina- 
tion of ſtarving myſelf to death, and with that view re- 
fuſed all ſuſtenance. Whether it was owing to the want 
of oppoſition, or to the weakneſs of nature, I know 
not, but on the ſecond day of my faſt, IJ found my re- 
folution conſiderably impaired, and the calls of hunger 
almoſt inſuppoftable. At this critical conjuncture, a 
lady was brought into the priſon with whom I had con- 
tracted an acquaintance while Tlived with Horatio; ſhe 
was then on the fame footing as I was, but afterwards 
quarrelling with her gallant, and not finding another 
to her mind, altered her ſcheme of life, and ſet up a 
coffee-houſe among the hundreds of Drury, where the 
entertained gentlemen with claret, arrack, and the 
choice of half a dozen of damſels, who lived in her 
houſe. This ſerviceable matron, having neglected to 
gratify a certain juſtice for the connivance ſhe en- 
joyed, was indicted at the quarter ſeſſions, in conſe- 
quence of which her bevy was diſperſed, and herſelf 
committed to Bridewell. She had not been long there 
before ſhe learned my diſaſter, and coming up to me, 
after a compliment of condolence, enquired into the 
particulars of my fate: While we were engaged in diſ- 
courle together, the maſter came and told me, that the 
fellow on whoſe account I had ſuffered was taken; that 
he had confeſſed the theft, and cleared me of any con- 
cern in the affair; for which reaſon, he, the maſter, 
had orders to diſcharge me, and that I was from that 
moment free. This piece of news ſoon baniſhed all 
thoughts of death, and had ſuch an inſtantaneous effect 
on my countenance, that Mrs Coupler (the lady then 
preſent), hoping to find her account in me, very gene- 
voufſly offered to furniſh me vor what neceſſaries I 
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wanted, and take me into her own houſe, as ſoon as 

the ſhould compromiſe matters with the juſtices. The 

conditions of her offer were, that I ſhould pay three 
incas weekly for my board, and a reaſonable con- 

deration beſides Fer the uſe of ſuch cloaths and orna- 


ments as ſhe ſhould ſupply me with, to be deducted from 
the firſt profits of my embraces. Theſe were hard terms; 
but not to be rejected by one who was turned out help- 
leſs, and naked into the wide world, without a friend to 
pity or aſſiſt her. I therefore embraced her propoſal, 
and ſhe being bailed in a few hours, took me home with 
her in a coach. As I was by this time conſcious of ha- 
ving formerly diſguſted my admirers by. my reſerved and 
haughty behaviour, I now; endeayoured to conquer that 
diſpoſition ; and the ſudden change of my fortune gi- 
ving me a flow of ſpirits, I appeared in the moſt winning 
and gay manner J. could aſſume. Having the advantage 
of a good vqice and education, I — gr talents to 
the uttermoſt, and ſoon became the favourite with all 
company. This ſucceſs alarmed the pride and jealouſy 
af Mrs Coupler, who, could not bear the thoughts of 

beit eclipſed: She therefore made a merit of her envy, 

and whiſpered among the cuſtomers, that I was unſound. 
There needed no more to ruin my reputation, and blaſt 
my proſperity z every body ſhunned me with marks of 
ayerſion and diſdain, and, in a very ſhort time, I was as 
ſolitary as ever. Want of gallants was attended with 
want of money to ſatisfy my malicious landlady, who, 
having purpoſely given me credit to the amount of 
eleven pounds, toc ; out a writ againſt me, and I was 
arreſted in her own houſe. Though the room was 
crouded with people, when the bailiff entered, not one 
of them had compaſſion enough to mollify my proſecu- 
trix, far Ieſs to pay the debt; they even laughed at my 
tears, and one of them bade me be of good cheer, for 
I ſhould not want admirers in Newgate. At that in- 
ſtant, a ſea-licutenant came in, and ſeeing my plight, 
began to enquire into the circumſtances of my misfor- 
tune, when this wit adviſed him to keep clear of me, 
for ¶ was a fire-ſhip. A fire-ſhip ! (replied the ſailor), 
more like a poor galley in diſtreſs, that has been board- 
ed by ſuch a fire-ſhip as you; it ſo be as that is the 
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caſe, ſhe ſtands in more need of aſſiſtance. Hark'ee, 
my girl, how far have you over-run the conſtable?“ 
[ told him, that the debt amounted to eleven pounds, 
beſides the expence of the writ—<« Ar” that be all (ſaid 
he), you ſhan't go to the bilboes this bout.” And taking 
out his purſe, paid the money, diſcharged the bailiff, 
and telling me I had got into the wrong port, adviſed 
me to ſeek out a more convenient harbour, where 1 


could be ſafely hove down, for which purpoſe he made 


me a' preſent of five guineas more. I was ſo touched 
with this ſingular piece of generoſity, that, for ſome time, 
I had not power to thank him. However, as ſoon as I 
had recollected myſelf, 1 begged the favour of him to go 
with me to the next tavern, where I explained the na- 
ture of my diſaſter, and convinced him of the falſehood 
of what was reported to my prejudice fo effectually, that 
he from that moment attached himſelf to me, and we 
lived in great harmony together, until he was obliged to 
go to ſea, where he perithed in a ſtorm. 

HAviNG loſt my benetactor, and almoſt conſumed the 
remains of his bounty, I ſaw myſelf in danger of relap- 
ſing into my former neceſſity, and began to be very un- 
eaſy at the proſpect of bailiffs and jails; when one of 
the ſiſterhood, a little ſtale, adviſed me to take lodgings 
in a part of the town where I was unknown, and paſs 
for an heireſs, by which artifice I might entrap ſome- 
body to be my huſband, who would poſſibly be able to 
allow me an handſome maintenance, or at work ſcreen 
me from the dread and danger of a prifon, by becoming 
liable for whatever debts I ſhould contract. I approved 
of this ſcheme, towards the execution of which my 
companion clubbed her wardrgpe, and undertook to 
live with me in quality of my maid; with the proviſo, 
that ſhe ſhould be reimburſed, and handſomely con- 
ſidered out of the profits of my ſucceſs. She was im- 
mediately detached to look out for a convenient place, 
and that very Aay hired a genteel apartment in Park- 
ſtreet, whither I moved in a coach loaded with her 
baggage and my own. I made my firſt appearance in 
a blue riding habit trimmed with ſilver; and my maid 
acted her part ſo artfully, that, in a day or two, my 

fame was ſpread all over the neighbourhood, and I was 
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faid to be a rich heireſs: juſt arrived from the country, 
This report brought a {warm of gay young fellows about 
me; but I ſoon found them out to be all 'indigent ad- 
venturers like myſelf, who crouded to me like crows to 
aà carrion, with a view of preying upon my fortune. 
I maintained, however, the appearance of wealth as 
long as poflible, in hopes of gaining ſome admirer more 
for my purpoſe; and at length attracted the regard of 
one who would have ſatisfied my wiſhes, and managed 
matters ſo well that a day was actually fixed for our 
nuptials: In the interim, he begged leave to introduce 
an intimate friend to me; which requeſt as I could not 
refuſe, I had the extreme mortification and ſurpriſe 
to ſee next night, in that friend, my old keeper, Ho- 
ratio, who no ſooner beheld me than he changed colour; 
but had preſence of mind to advance and ſalute me, 
bidding me (with a low voice) be under no apprehenſion, 
for he would not expoſe me. In ſpite of this aſſurance, I 
i {il could not recover myſelf ſo far as to entertain them, but 
4 withdrew to my chamber, on pretence of a ſevere headach, 
=_ to the no ſmall concern of my adorer, who took his leave 
3 | in the tendereſt manner, and went off with his friend. 
| HavinG imparted my ſituation to my companion, ſhe 
_ found it high time for us to decamp, and that without 
any noiſe, becauſe we were not only indebted to our 
landlady, but alſo to ſeveral tradeſmen in the neigbour- 
hood. Our retreat (therefore) was concerted and execu- 
Þ ted in this manner : Having packed up all our cloaths and 
i moveables in {mall parcels, ſhe (on pretence of fetch- 
14 ing cordials for me) carried them, at ſeveral times, to 
= the houſe of an acquaintance, where ſhe likewiſe pro- 
i cured a lodging, to which we retired in the middle of 
| the night, when every other body in the houſe was 
aſleep. I was now obliged to aim at lower game, and 
accordingly ſpread my nets among trades-people ; but 
found them all too phlegmatic. or cautious for my art 
and attractions; till at laſt I became acquainted with 
you, on whom [I practiſed all my dexterity ; not that I 
believed you had any fortune, or expectation of one, 
but that I might transfer the burden of fuch debts as I 
had incurred, or ſhould contract, from myſelf to another; 
and at the fame time avenge myſelf of your ſex, hy 
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rendering miſerable one who bore ſuch reſemblance to 
the wretch who ruined me; but Heaven preſerved you 


from my ſnares, by the diſcovery you made, which was - 


dwing to the negligence of my maid in leaving the 
chamber-door unlocked, when the went to buy ſugar 
for breakfaſt. The perſoiz in bed with me was a gentle= 
man, whom I had allured the night before, as he 
walked homeward, pretty much elevated with liquor 
for by this time my condition was ſo low, that I was 
forced to turn out in the twilight to the ſtreets, in 
hopes of prey. When I found myſelf detected and for- 
faken by you, I was fain to move my lodging, and dwell 
two pair of ſtairs higher than before. My companion, 
being difappointed in her expectations, left me, to trade 
upon her own bottom, and I had no other reſource than 


to venture forth like the owls in the dark, to pick up 


a precarious and uncomfortable ſubſiſtence. I have 
often ſauntered between Ludgate-hill and Charing-croſs 
a whole winter night, expoſed not only to the inclemency 
of the weather, but likewiſe to the rage of hunger and 
thirſt, without being fo happy as to meet with one cully; 
then creej up to my garret in a deplorable draggled con- 
dition, fnv ik to bed, and try to bury my appetite and 
ſorrows in fleep. When T lighted on fome rake or 
tradeſman recling home drunk, I frequently ſuffered 
the moſt brutal treatment, in ſpite of which I was o- 
bliged to affect gaiety and good humour, though my ſoul 
was ſtung with reſentment and difdain, and my heart 
loaded with grief and affliction. In the courſe of theſe 
nocturnal adventures, I was infected with the diſeaſe, 
that, in a ſhort time, rendered me the object of my own 
abhorrence, and drove me to the retreat, where your 
benevolence reſcued me from the jaws of death. 


30 much candour and good ſenſe appeared in this 
lady's narration, that I made no ſcruple of believing 
every ſyllable of what the faid; and expreſſed my a- 
ſtoniſhment at the variety of miſeries ſhe had under- 


gone in fo little time; for all her misfortunes had hap- 


pened within the compaſs of two years. I compared 


her ſituation with my own, and found it a thouſand 


times more wretched. I had endured hardthips, tis 
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true; my whole life had been a ſeries of ſuch; and 


5 


when I looked forward, the proſpect was not much bet- 
tered ; but then they were become habitual to me, and 
conſequently I could bear them with leſs difficulty. If 
one {cheme of life ſhould not ſucceed, I could have re- 
courſe to another, and ſo to a third, veering about to 
a thouſand different ſhifts, according to the emergencies 
of my fate, without forfeiting the dignity of my cha- 
racter beyond a power of retrieving it, or ſubjecting 
myſelf wholly to the caprice and barbarity of the world. 
On the other hand, ſhe had known and reliſhed the 
{weets of proſperity ; ſhe had been brought up under the 
wings of an indulgent parent, in all the delicacies to 
which her ſex and rank entitled her; and, without any 
extravagance of hope, entertained herfelf with the view 
of uninterrupted happineſs through the whole ſcene of 
life. How fatal then, how tormenting, how intole- 
rable muſt her reverſe of fortune be] a reverſe that not 
only robs her of theſe external comforts, and plunges 
her into all the miſeries of want, but alſo murders her 
peace of mind, and entails upon her the curſe of eternal 
infamy ! Of all profeſſions, I pronounced that of a 
courtezan the moſt deplorable, and her of all conrtezans 
the moſt unhappy. She allowed my obſervation to be 
zuſt in the main, but at the ſame time affirmed, that, 
notwithſtanding the diſgraces which had fallen to her 
ſhare, the had not been ſo unlucky in the condition of 
a proſtitute, as many others of the ſame community. 
« TI have often ſeen (faid the), while I ſtrolled about the 
ſtreets at midnight, a number of naked wretches re- 
duced to rags and filth, huddled together like ſwine, 


in the corner of a dark alley; tome of whom, but eigh- 


teen months before, I had Hs the favourites of the 
town, rolling in affluence, and glittering in all the 
pomp of equipage and dreſs. And indeed the grada- 
tion is eaſily conceived : The moſt faſhionable woman Ot 
the town is as liable to a contagion as one in a much 
humbler ſphere ; ; ſhe infects her admirers, her fituation 
is public; ſhe is avoided, neglected, unable to ſupport 
her uſual appearance, w kick however ſhe ſtrives to main- 

tain as long as poſſible; her credit fails; ſhe is obliged 
0 retrench, and become a night-walker; her malady 
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gains ground; ſhe tampers with her conſtitution, and 
ruins it; her complexion fades; ſhe grows nauſeous to 
every body; finds herſelf reduced to a ſtarving condition; 
is tempted to pick pockets; is detected; committed to 
Newgate, where ſhe remains in a miſerable condition 
till the is difcharged, becauſe the plaintiff will not ap- 
pear fo proſecute her. Nobody will afford her lodging; 
the ſymptoms of her diſtemper are grown outrageous; 
ſhe ſues to be admitted into an hoſpital, where the is 
cured at the expence of her noſe; ſhe is turned out na- 
ked into the ſtreets, depends upon the addreſſes of the 
loweſt claſs, is fain to allay the rage of hunger and cold 

ith gin; degenerates into a brutal inſenſibility, rots and 
dies upon a dunghill. Miſerable wretch that 1 am! 
perhaps the ſame horrors are decreed for me! No 
(cried the after ſome pauſe), I ſhall never live to ſuch 
extremity of diſtreſs! my own hand ſhall open a way 
for my deliverance, before I arrive at that forlorn pe- 
riod ? Her condition filled me with ſympathy and 
compaſſion ; I revered her qualifications, looked upon 
her as unfortunate, not criminal, and attended her with 
ſuch care and ſucceſs, that, in leſs than two months, her 
health, as well as my own, was perfectly re-eſtabliſhed. 
As we often conferred upon our mutual affairs, and in- 
terchanged advice, a thouſand different projects were 
formed, which, upon further canvaſſing, appeared im- 
practicable. We would have gladly gone to ſervice; 
but who would take us in without recommendation? 
At length an expedient occurred to her, of which ſhe 
intended to lay hold ; and this'was, to procure, with the 
tirſt money the ſhould earn, the homely garb of a coun- 4 
try wench, go to ſome village at a good diſtance from | 44 
town, and come up in a waggon, as a freſh girl for ſer- | 
vice; by which means the might be provided for in a 
manner much more ſuitable to her inclination than her 
prefent way of lite, 
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156 De ADVENTURES of 
4+ CHAPTER. XXIV. 


Jam reduced to great miſery—aſſaulted on Towerhull l 4 


reſj-gang, who put me on board a tender my uſage 
| 8 n Fa board of the Thunder man Ie, 
 evhere I am put in irgns, and afterwards releaſed by the 
good offices of Mr T homfon, who recommends me as afſiſt- 
ant to the ſurgeon—he relates his own ſtory, and makes me 
acquainted with the characters of the captain, ſurgeon, 
and firft mate, | | 
T AyreLAUDED the reſolution of Miſs Williams, who, 
a few days after, was hired in quality of barkeeper, 
by one of the ladies who had witneſſed in her behalf at 
the Marſhalſea, and who ſince that time had got credit 


with a wine merchant, whole favourite ſhe was, to ſet 


up a convenient houſe of her own. Thither my fellow- 
lodger repaired, after having taken leave of me with a 
torrent of tears, and a thouſand proteſtations of eternal 
gratitude; aſſuring me, ſhe would remain in this ſitua- 
tion no longer than ſhe ſhould pick up money ſufficient 
to put her other deſign in execution | | 

As for my own part, I law no reſaurce but the army 
or navy, between which I heſitated ſo long, that I 
found myſelf reduced to a ſtarving condition. My ſpi- 
rit began to accommodate itſelf to my beggarly fate, and 
I became ſo mean as to go down towards Wapping, 
with an intention to enquire for an old ſchool-fellow, 


* % 


who, I underſtood, had got the command of a ſmall 


ae veel, then in the river, and implore his aſſiſt- 
ance. But my deſtiny prevented this abject piece of 
behaviour; for, as I croſſed Tower-wharf, a ſquat taw- 
ny fellow, with a hanger by his fide, and a cudgel in 
his hand, came up to me, calling, “ Ya, ho! Brother, 
you muſt come along with me.” As I did not like his 


appearance, inſtead of anſwering his {alutation, I quick- 


ened my pace, in hope of ridding myſelf of his compa- 
ny; upon which he whiſtled aloud, and immediately 
another ſailor appeared before me, who laid hold of me 
by the collar, and began to drag me along. Not being 
of a hnmour to relith tuch treatment, I diſengaged my- 
felt of the ailailant, and, with one blow of my cudgel, 
laid him motionleſs on the ground; and perceiving my- 
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{elf ſurrounded in a trice, by ten or a dozen more, ex» 
erted myſelf with ſuch dexterity and ſucceſs, that ſome 
of my opponents were fain to attack me with drawn 


cutlailes ; and, after an obſtinate engagement, in Which 


I received a large wound on my head, and another on 


my left cheek, I was diſarmed, taken priſoner, and car» 


ried on board a preſſing tender, where, after being pi- 


nioned like a malefactor, I was thruſt down into the 


hold among a parcel of miſerable wretches, the fight of 
whom well nigh diſtracted me. As the commanding 
officer had not humanity enough to order my wounds 
to be dreſſed, and I could not uſe my own-hands, I de- 
fired one of my tellow-captiyes, who was unfettered, to 
take a handkerchiet out of my pocket, and tie it round 
my head to {top the bleeding. He pulled aut my hand- 
kerchief, tis true; but, inſtead of applying it to the uſe 
for which I deſigned it, went to the grating of the hatch- 
way, and, with aſtoniſhing compoſure, ſold it before my 
face to a bum- boat woman * then on board for a quart 
of gin, with which he treated my companions, regard- 
leſs of my circumſtances and intreatie;. 8 5 
_ I coMePLAINED bitterly of this robbery to the mid - 
ſhipman on deck, telling him at the ſame time, that, un- 
leſs my hurts were dreſſed, I ſhould bleed to death. But 


compaſſion was a weakneſs of which no man could juſt- 


ly accuſe this perſon, who, ſquirting a mouthful of diſ- 
ſolved tabacco upon me through the gratings, told me, 
« I was a mutinous dog, and that I might die and be 
damned.” Finding there was no other remedy, I ap- 
pealed to patience, and laid up this uſage in my memo- 
ry, to be recalled at a fitter ſeaſon, In the mean time, 
loſs of blood, vexation, and want of food, contributed, 
with the noiſome ſtench of the place, to throw me into 
a ſwoon; out of which I was recovered by a tweak of 
the noſe, adminiſtered by the tar who ſtood centinel 
over us, who at the {ame time regaled me with a draught 
of flip, and comforted me with the hopes of being put 
on board the 'Thunder next day, where I ſhould be 
freed of my handcuffs, and cured of my wounds by the 


* A bum-boat woman is one who ſells bread, cheeſe, greens, liquar, 
and freſh proviſions to the ſailors, in a ſmall boat that lies along- de 
the ſhip. : 
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doctor. I no ſooner heard him name the Thunder, thaw 7 
I aſked if he had belonged to that ſhip long? and he 
giving me to underſtand, he had belonged to her five 
years, I enquired if he knew Lieutenant Bowling ? 
« Know Lieutenant Bowling (ſaid he),—odds my life! 
and that I do; and a good ſeaman he is, as ever ſteppꝰd 
upon forecaſtle,—and a brave fellow as ever crack'd 
biſket ;—none of your Guinea pigs, —nor your freſh- 
water, wiſhy-waſhy, fair-weather fowls. Many a taught 
gale of wind has honeit Tom Bowling and I weathered 
together. Here's his health with all my heart, wherever 
he is, a-loft or a-low—in heaven or in hell—alls' one for 
| that—he needs not be aſhamed to ſhew himſelf.” I was 
ſo much affected with this eulogium, that I could not 
refrain from telling him that I was Lieutenant Bow- 
ling's kinſman; in conſequence of which connexion he 
expreſſed an inclination to ſerve me, and, when he was 
relieved, brought ſome cold boiled beef in a platter, and 
biſcuit, on which we ſupped plentifully, and afterwards. 
_ drank another can of flip together. While we were 
thus engaged, he recounted a great many exploits of my 
uncle, who, 'T found, was very much beloved by the 
ſhip's company, and pitied for the misfortune that hap- 
pened to him in Hiſpaniola, which I was very glad to 
be informed was not ſo great as I imagined ; for Captain 
Oakum had recovered of his wounds, and actually at 
that time commanded the ſhip. Having, by accident, 
in my pocket my uncle's letter, written from Port Louis, 
I gave it my benefactor (whoſe name was Jack Rattlin) 
for his peruſal; but honeſt Jack told me frankly, he 
could not read, and deſired to know the contents 
which I immediately communicated. When he heard 
that part of it in which he ſays he had writ to his land- 
lord in Deal, he cried, « Body o' me] that was old 
Ben. e was dand before the letter came to 
hand. Ey, ey, had Ben. been alive, Lieutenant Bowling 
would have had no occaſion to ſculk ſo long. Ho- 
neſt Ben was the firſt man that taught him to hand, 
reef, and ſteer.— Well, well, we muſt all die, that's cer- 
tain, —we mult all come to port ſooner or later—at ſca, 
or on thore ;—we muſt be faſt moored one day ;— 
death's like the beſt bower anchor, as the ſaying is, it 
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will bring us all up.” I could not but ſignify my ap- 
probation of the juſtneſs of Jack's reflections; and en- 
quired into the occaſion of the quarrel between Captain 
Oakum and my uncle ; which he explained in this 
manner: „Captain Oakum, to be ſure, is a good man 
enough, — beſides, he's my commander but what's that 
to me ?—lI do my duty, and value no man's anger of a 
rope's end.—Now the report goes, as how he's a lord, 
or baron knight's brother, whereby (d'ye ſee me) he 
carries a ſtrait arm, and keeps aloof from his officers, 
thof, may hap, they may be as good men in the main as 
he. Now we lying at anchor in Tuberoon bay, Lieute- 


nant Bowling had the -middle watch, and as he always 


kept a good look out, he made (d'ye ſee) three lights in 
the offing, whereby he ran down to the great cabin for 
orders, and found the Captain afleep z whereupon he 
waked him, which put him in a main high paſſion, and 
he ſwore woundily at the Lieutenant, and called him 
louſy Scotch ſon of a whore (for I being then centinel 
in the ſteerage, heard all), and ſwab and lubber, where- 
by the Lieutenant returned the falute, and they jawed 
together, fore and aft, a good ſpell, till at laſt the Cap- 
tain turned out, and, laying hold of a rattan, came 
athwart Mr Bowling's quarter z whereby he told the 
Captain, that, if he was not his commander, he would 


heave him overboard, and demanded ſatisfaction aſhore ; 


whereby, in the morning watch, the Captain went aſhore 
in the pinnace, and afterwards the Lieutenant carried 
the cutter aſhore; and ſo they, leaving the boats crews 
on their oars, went away together; and ſo (d'ye ſee) in 
leſs than a quarter of an hour we heard firing, whereby 
we made for the place, and found the Captain lying 
wounded on the beach, and ſo brought him on board 
to the doctor, who cured him in leſs than ſix weeks. 
But the Lieutenant clapp'd on all the ſail he could bear, 
and had got far enough a-head before we knew any 
thing of the matter; ſo that we could never after get 
fight of him, for which we were not ſorry, becauſe the 
Captain was mainly wroth, and would certainly have 
done him a miſchief ;—for he afterwards cauſed him to 
be run on the ſhip's books, whereby he loſt all his pay, and 
H he ſhould be taken, would be tried as a deſerter.” 
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THrrs account of the Captain's behaviour gave me no 
advantageous idea of his character; and I could not 


help lamenting my own fate, that had ſubjected me to 


fuch a commander. However, making a virtue of ne- 
ceſſity, I put a good face on the matter, and next day 
was with the other preſſed men, put on board of the 
Thunder lying at the Nore. When we came along 
fide, the mate who guarded us thither ordered my 
handcuffs to be taken off, that I might get on board the 


| eaſier. This circumſtance being perceived by ſome of 


the company who ſtood upon the gang-boards to ſee us 


enter, one of them called to Jack Rattlin, who was bu- 


fied in doing this friendly office for me, “Hey, Jack, 


What Newgate galley have you boarded in the, river as 


you came along ? Have we not thieves ehow among us 
already? Another obſerving my wounds, which re- 


mained expoſed to the air, told me, my ſeams were un- 


caulked, and that I muſt be new payed. A third, ſee- 
ing my hair clotted together with blood, as it were, in- 
to diſtinct cords, took notice, that my bows were man- 
ned with the red ropes, inſtead of my ſide: A fourth 
aſked me, if I could not keep my yards ſquare without 


iron braces? And, in ſhort, a thouſand witticiſms of the 


ſame nature were paſſed upon me before I could get up 
the ſhip's ſide. After we had been all entered upon 
the ſhip's books, I enquired of one of my ſhip-mates 
where the ſurgeon was, that I might have my wounds 
dreſſed, and had actually got as far as the middle deck 
(for our ſhip carried eighty guns) in my way to the 
cock-pit, when I was met by the ſame midſhipman who 
had uſed me ſo barbarouſly in the tender: He, ſeeing 
me free from my chains, aſked, with an inſolent air, 
who had releaſed me? To this queſtion I fooliſhly an- 
ſwered, with a countenance that too plainly declared 
the ſtate of my thoughts, «© Whoever did it, I am per- 
ſuaded, did not conſult you in the affair.” I had no 
ſooner uttered theſe words, than he cried, “ Damn you, 
you ſaucy ſon of a bitch, I'll teach you to talk ſo to your 
officer.” So ſaying, he beſtowed on me {ſeveral ſevere 


ſtripes with a ſupple jack he had in his hand; and, go- 


ing to the commanding officer, made ſuch a report of 
me, that I was immediately put in irons by the maſter . 
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at arms, and a centinel placed over me. Honeſt Rattlin, 
as ſoon as he heard of my condition, came to me, and 
adminiſtered all the conſolation he could, and then 
went to the ſurgeon in my behalf, who ſent one of his 
mates to dreſs my wounds. This mate was no other 
than my old friend Thomſon, with whom I became ac- 
quainted at the Navy-office, as before mentioned. If I 
knew him at firſt ſight, it was not eaſy for him to re- 
cognize me, disfigured with blood and dirt, and altered 
by the miſery I had undergone. Unknown as I was to 
him, he ſurveyed me with looks of compaſſion, and 
handled my ſores with great tenderneſs. When he had + 
applied what he thought proper, and was about to leave 
me, I aſked him if my misfortunes had diſguiſed me ſo 
much that he could not recollect my face? Upon this 
addreſs, he obſerved me with great earneſtneſs for ſome 
time, and at length proteſted he could not recollect one 
feature of my countenance. To keep him no longer in 
ſuſpence, I told him my name; which when he heard, 
he embraced me with affection, and profeſſed his ſor- 
row in ſeeing me in ſuch a diſagreeable ſituation. I 
made him acquainted with my ſtory; and when he 
heard how inhumanly I had been uſed in the tender, he 
left me abruptly, aſſuring me I ſhould ſee him again 
ſoon. I had ſcarce time to wonder at his ſudden de- 
parture, when the maſter at arms came to the place of 
my confinement, and bade me follow him to the quarter- 
deck, where I was examined by the firſt lieutenant, who 
commanded the ſhip in the abſence of the captain, 
touching the treatment I had received in the tender 
from my friend the midſhipman, who was preſent to 
confront me. I recounted the particulars of his beha- 
viour to me, not only in the tender, but ſince my being 
on board the ſhip, part of which being proved by the 
evidence of Jack Rattlin and others, who had no great 
devotion for my oppreſſor, I was diſcharged from con- 
finement, to make way for him, who was delivered to 
the maſter at arms to take his turn in the bilboes. And 
this was not the only ſatisfaction I enjoyed ; for I was, 
at the requeſt of the ſurgeon, exempted from all other 
duty than that of aſſiſting his mates in making and ad- 


miniſtering medicines to the ſick. This good office | I 
Vol., I. * 
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owed to the friendſhip of Mr Thomſon, who had repre. 
ſented me in ſuch a favourable light to the ſurgeon, that 
he demanded me of the lieutenant to ſupply the place of 
his third mate, who was lately dead. When I had ob- 
tained this favour, my friend Thomſon carried me down 
to the cockpit, which is the place allotted for the habi- 
tation of the ſurgeon's mates: And when he had ſhewn 


me their birth (as he called it), I was filled with aſto- 


niſhment and horror. We deſcended by divers ladders 
to a ſpace as dark as a dungeon, which I underſtood 
was immerſed ſeveral feet under water, being immedi- 
ately above the hold. I had no ſooner approached this 


diſmal gulph, than my noſe was ſaluted with an intole- 


rable ſtench of putrified cheeſe and rancid butter, that 
iſſued from an apartment at the foot of the ladder, re- 
ſembling a chandler's ſhop, where, by the faint glim- 
mering of a candle, I could perceive a man with a pale 
meagre countenance, ſitting behind a kind of deſk, ha- 
ving ſpectacles on his noſe, and a pen in his hand. 
This (1 learned of Mr Thomſon) was the ſhip's ſtew- 
ard, who fat there to diſtribute proviſion to the ſeveral 
E and to mark what each received. He therefore 
preſented my name to him, and defired I might be en- 
tered in his meſs; then, taking a light in his hand, con- 
ducted me to the place of his reſidence, which was a 
ſquare of about ſix feet, ſurrounded with the medicine 
cheſt, that of the firſt mate, his own, and a board by 
way of table faſtened to the after powder- room; it was 
alſo incloſed with canvas nailed round to the beams of 
the {hip, to ſcreen us from the cold, as well as from 
the view of the midſhipmen and quarter-maſters, who 
lodged within the cable tiegs, on each ſide of us. In 
this gloomy manſion, he entertained me with ſome cold 
{alt pork, which he brought from a ſort of locker, fixed 
above the table; and, calling for the boy of the meſs, 
ent for a can of beer, of which he made excellent flip 
to crown the banquet. By this time I began to recover 
my ſpirits, which had been exceedingly depreſſed by the 
appearance of every thing about me, and could no 


longer refrain from aſking the particulars of Mr 'Thom- 


ſon's fortune, ſince I had ſeen him in London. He told 
me, that, being diſappointed in his expectations of bor- 
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rowing money to gratify the rapacious ſecretary at the 
Navy- office, he found himſelf utterly unable to ſubſiſt 
any longer in town, and had actually offered his ſervice 
in quality of mate to the {ſurgeon of a merchant's ſhip 
bound to Guinea on the flaving trade; when one 


morning, a young fellow, of whom he had ſome ac- 


quaintance, came to his lodgings, and informed him, 
that he had ſeen a warrant made out in his name at the 
Navy-office, for ſurgeon's ſecond mate of a third rate. 
This unexpected piece of good news he could ſcarcely 
believe to be true, more eſpecially as he had been found 
qualified at Surgeons Hall for third mate only; but, 


that he might not be wanting to himſelf, he went thi- 


ther to be aſſured, and actually found it ſo: Where- 


| upon, demanding his warrant, it was delivered to him, 


and the oaths adminiſtered immediately. That very 


afternoon, he went to Graveſend in the tilt-boat, from, 
whence he took a place in the tide-coach for Rocheſter ; 


next morning got on board the Thunder, for which he 
was appointed, then lying in the harbour at Chatham; 


and the ſame day was muſtered by the clerk of the 


cheque. And well it was for him, that ſuch expedition 
was uſed; for, in leſs than twelve hours after his arri- 
val, another William Thomſon came on board, affirm- 
ing that he was the perſon for whom the warrant was 


expedited, and that the other was an impoſtor. My 


friend was grievouſly alarmed at this accident, the more 
ſo as his nameſake had very much the advantage over 
him both in aſſurance and dreſs. However, to acquit 
himſelf of the, ſuſpicion of impoſture, he produced ſeve- 
ral letters written from Scotland to him in that name, 
and recollecting that his indentures were in a box on 
board, he brought them up, and convinced all preſent 
that he had not aſſumed a name which did not belong 

to him. His competitor, enraged that they ſhould he- 
ſitate in doing him juſtice (for, to be ſure, the warrant 
had been deſigned for him), behaved with ſo much in- 


decent heat, that the commanding officer (who was the 


{ame gentleman I had ſeen), and the ſurgeon, were of- 
fended at his preſumption, and, making a point of it 
with their friends in town, in lefs than a week got the 
firſt confirmed in his ſtation. “ have been on board 
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| (faid he) ever ſince, and, as this way of life is become 


familiar to me, have no cauſe to complain of my ſitua- 
tion: The ſurgeon is a good-natured indolent man; the 
firſt mate (who is now on ſhore on duty) is indeed a 


little proud and choleric, as all Welchmen are, but in 


the main a friendly honeſt fellow: The lieutenants 
have no concern with; and as for the captain, he is too 
much of a gentleman. to know a ſurgeon's mate even 


by fight.” 


CHAPTER XV. 
The behaviour of Mr Morgan his pride, diſpleaſure, and 


generofity—the economy of our meſs deſcribed—T hom- 


n s further friendſbip the nature of my duty explained 
—the ſituation of the fick. 


| FHILE he was thus diſcourſing to me, we heard 

N y a voice on the cock-pit ladder, pronounce with 
great vehemence, in a ſtrange dialect, „The devil and 
his dam blow me from the top of Mounchdenny, if I 
go to him before there is ſomething in my pelly; let 
his Hoſe be as yellow as ſaffron, or as plue as a pell 
(look you), or green as a leck, tis all one.” To this 
declaration ſomebody anſwered, “ So it ſeems my poor 
meſs- mate muſt part his cable for want of a little aſ- 
ſiſtance. His fore top-ſail is looſe already; and beſides 
the Doctor ordered you to over-haul him; but I ſee 
you don't mind what your maſter ſays.” Here he was 
interrupted with, „“ Splunter and oons ! you louſy tog, 
who do you call my maſter? get you gone to the Doctor, 

and tell him my birth, and education, and my abilities, 
and moreover my behaviour | is as good as his, or any 
ſhentleman's (no diſparagement to him) in the whole 
world. Got pleſs my foul ! does he think, or conceive, 
or imagine, that I am a horſe, or an aſs, or a goat, to 
trudge backwards and forwards, and upwards, and down- 
wards, and by ſea and by land, at his will and pleaſures ? 
Go your ways, you rapſcallion, and tell Dr Atkins, 
that I deſire and requeſt, that he will give a look upon 
the tying man, and order ſomething for him if he be 
dead or alive, and I will tee him take it by and by, 
when my craving ſtomach is ſatisfied, look you.” At 
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this the other went away, ſaying, that if they would 
ſerve him ſo when he was dying, by God, he would 
be foul of them in the other world. Here Mr Thom- 
ſon let me know that the perſon we heard was Mr 
Morgan, the firſt mate, who was juſt come on board 
from the hoſpital, whither he had attended ſome of the 
ſick in the morning. At the ſame time I ſaw him 
come into the birth. He was a ſhort thick man, with 
a face garniſhed with pimples, a ſnub noſe turned up 
at the end, an exceſſive wide mouth, and little fiery 

eyes, ſurrounded with ſkin puckered up in innumerable 
_ wrinkles, My friend immediately made him acquainted 
with my caſe; when he regarded me with a very lofty 
look, but without ſpeaking, ſet down a bundle he had 
in his hand, and approached the cupboard, which when 
he had opened, he exclaimed in a great paſſion, «« Cot 
is my life! all the pork is gone, as I am a Chriſtian !” 
"Thomſon then gave him to underſtand, that as I had 
been brought on board half famiſhed, he could do no 
leſs than entertain me with what was in the locker; 
and the rather as he had bid the ſteward enter me in 
the meſs. Whether this diſappointment made Mr 
Morgan more peeviſh than uſual, or he rather thought 
himſelf too little regarded by his fellow-mate, I know 
not, but, after ſome pauſe, he went on in this manner. 
« Mr Thomſon, perhaps you do not uſe me with all 
the good manners, and complaiſance, and reſpect (look 
you), that becomes you, becauſe you have not vouch- 
ſafed to adviſe with me in this affair. I have, in my 
time (look you), been a man of ſome weight and ſub- 
{tance, and conſideration, and have kept houſe and home, 
and paid ſcot and lot, and the King's taxes; ay, and 


maintained a family to boot. And moreover, alſo, I 


am your ſenior, and your elder, and your petter, Mr 
Thomſon.” „ My elder I'll allow you to be, but not 
my better (cried 'Thomſon with ſome heat).” „ Cot is 
my ſaviour, and witneſs too (ſaid Morgan, with great 
vehemence), that I am more elder, and therefore more 
petter by many years than you.” Fearing this diſpute 
might be attended with ſome bad conſequence, I inter- 
poſed, and told Mr Morgan, I was very ſorry for ha- 
ving been the occaſion of any difference between him 
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and the ſecond mate; and that rather than cauſe the 
leaſt breach in their good underſtanding, I would eat my 
allowance by myſelf, or ſeek admiſſion into ſome other 
company. But Thomſon, with more ſpirit than diſ- 
cretion (as I thought), inſiſted upon my remaining 
where he had appointed me; and obſerved, that no 
man poſſeſſed of generoſity and compaſſion would have 
any objection to it, conſidering my birth and talents, 
and the misfortunes I had of late ſo unjuſtly undergone. 
This was touching Mr Morgan on the right key, who 
proteſted with great earneſtneſs, that he had no objec- 
tion to my being received in the meſs ; but only com- 
plained, that the ceremony of aſking his conſent was 
not obſerved. «© As for a ſhentleman in diſtreſs (ſaid 
he, ſhaking me by the hand), I lofe him as I lofe my 


own powels: For, Got help me ! I have had vexations 


enough upon my own pack.” And as I afterwards 
learned, in ſo ſaying, he ſpoke no more than what was 
true; for he had been once' ſettled in a very good 
fituation in Glamorganſhire, and was. ruined by being 
ſecurity for an acquaintance. All differences being 
compoled, he untied his bundle, which conſiſted of 
three bunches of onions, and a great lump of Cheſhire- 
cheeſe wrapt up in a handkerchief; and, taking ſome 
biſcuit from the cupboard, fell to with a keen appe- 
tite, inviting us to a ſhare of the repaſt. When he had 
fed heartily on his homely fare, he filled a large cup, 


made of a cocoa-nut ſhell, with brandy, and drinking 


it off, told us, Prandy was the peſt menſtruum for 
onion and ſheeſe.“ His hunger being appeaſed, he 
began to be in better humour; and being inquiſitive 
about my birth, no ſooner underſtood that I was de- 
ſcended of a good family, than he diſcovered a par- 
ticular good will to me on that account, deducing his 


own pedigree in a direct line from the famous Caracta- 


cus King of the Britons, who was firſt the priſoner, 
and afterwards the friend of Claudius Cæſar. Per- 
ceiving how much I was reduced in point of linen, he 
made me a preſent of two good ruffled ſhirts, which, 
with two more of check which I received from Mr 
Thomſon, enabled me to appear with decency. Mean 


while the failor, whom Mr Morgan had ſent to the 
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Doctor, brought a preſcription for his meſs-mate, which 
when the Welchman had read, he got up to prepare it, 
and aſked if the man was « Tead or alive.” Dead 


(replied Jack), if he was dead, he would have no c- 


caſion for Doctor's ſtuff. No, thank God, death ha'n't 
as yet boarded him, but they have been yard arm and 
yard arm theſe three glaſſes.” Are his eyes open?“ 
(continued the mate). «© His ſtarboard eye (faid the 
{ailor) is open, but faſt jammed in his head; and the 
| haulyards of his under-jaw have given way.” «© Paſ- 
fion of my heart ! (cried Morgan), the man is as pad 
as one would defire to be! Did you feel his pulſes ?” 
To this the other replied with, «© Anan?” Upon 
which this Cambro Briton, with great earneſtneſs and 
humanity, ordered the tar to run to his meſs-mate, and 
keep him alive till he ſhould come with the medicine, 


« and then (ſaid he) you ſhall peradventure pehold 


what you ſhall fee.” The poor fellow with great fim- 
plicity ran to the place where the fick man lay, but, in 
leſs than a minute, returned with a woful countenance, 
and told us his comrade had ſtruck. Morgan hearing 
this, exclaimed, «© Mercy upon my ſalvation ! why did 
you not ſtop him till I came?“ «© Stop him (ſaid the 
other), I hailed him ſeveral times, but he was too far 


on his way, and the enemy had got poſſeſſion of his 


cloſe quarters; ſo that he did not mind me.” „ Well, 
well (ſaid he), we all owe Heaven a teath. Go your 
ways, you ragamuffin, and take an example, and a 


warning, look you, and repent of your miiſteets.” So 


ſaying, he puſhed the ſeaman out of the birth. 
WHILE he entertained us with reflections ſuitable to 
this event, we heard the boatſwain pipe t& dinner; and 
immediately the boy belonging to our meſs ran to the 
locker, from whence he carried off a large wooden 
platter, and in a few minutes returned with it full of 
boiled peaſe, crying, © Scaldings,” all the way as he 
came. The cloth, conſiſting of a piece of an old ſail, Was 
inſtantly laid, covered with three plates, which by the 
colour I could with difficulty diſcern to be metal, and 
as many ſhoons of the ſame compoſition, two of which 
were curtailed in the handles, and the other abridged in 


the lip. Mr Morgan himſelf enriched this meſs with a 
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lump of ſalt butter, ſcooped from an old gallipot, and 
a handful of onions ſhorn, with ſome pounded pepper. 
I was not very much tempted with the appearance of 
this diſh, of which, nevertheleſs, my meſs-mates eat 


| heartily, adviſing me to follow their example, as it was 


banyan-day, and we could have no meat till next noon. 
But I had already laid in ſufficient for the occaſion; 
and therefore deſired to be excuſed, expreſſing a cu- 
riofity to know the meaning of banyan-day. "They told 
me, that on Mondays, Wedneſdays, and Fridays, thé 
ſhip's company had no allowance of meat, and that 
theſe meagre days were called banyan-days, the reaſon 
of which they did not know; but I have ſince learned 
they take their denomination from a ſect of devotees in 
ſome parts of the Eaſt-Indies, who never taſte fleſh. 
AFTER dinner, Thomſon led me round the ſhip, 
ſhewed me the different parts, deſcribed their uſes, and, 


as far as he could, made me acquainted with the par- 


ticulars of the diſcipline and ceconomy practiſed on 
board. He then demanded of the boatſwain an ham- 
mock for me, which was flung in a very neat manner 
by my friend Jack Rattlin; and as I had no bed-cloaths, 


| procured credit for me with the purſer, for a matreſs 


and two blankets. At ſeven o'clock in the evening 
Morgan viſited the fick, and having ordered what was 
proper for each, I aſſiſted Thomſon in making up his 


_ preſcriptions : But when 1 followed him with the me- 


dicines into the fick birth or hoſpital, and obſerved the 


ſituations of the patients, I was much leſs ſurpriſed that 


people ſhould die on board, than that any fick perſon 
ſhould recover. Here I ſaw about fifty miſerable diſ- 
tempered wretches, ſuſpended in rows, ſo huddled one 
upon another, that not more than fourteen inches ſpace 
was allotted for each with his bed and bedding; and 
deprived of the light of the day, as well as of freſh air; 
breathing nothing but a noiſome atmoſphere of the 
morbid ſteams exhaling from their own excrements and 


diſeaſed bodies, devoured with vermin hatched in the 


filth that ſurrounded them, and deſtitute of every con- 
venience neceſſary for people in that helpleſs condition. 
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CHAPTER XXVL 
A diſagreeable accident happens to me in the diſcharge of my 
office—Morgan's noſe is offended a dialogue between him 5 
and the ſbip s ſte ꝛuard upon examination, 1 find more G 
cauſes of complaint than one my hair is cut Mor- 
gan's. conkery—the manner of ſleeping on board am 
uad in the night by a areadful noiſe. | 
Covlp not comprehend how it was poſſible for 
[ the attendants to come near thoſe who hung on 
the infide towards the ſides of the ſhip, in order to aſ- 
fiſt them, as they ſeemed barricadoed by thoſe who lay 
on the outſide, and entirely out of the reach of all viſi- 
tation. Much leſs could I conceive how my friend 
Thomſon would be able to adminiſter clyſters, thac 
were ordered for ſome in that ſituation; when I ſaw 
him thruſt his wig in his pocket, and ftrip himſelf to 
his waiſtcoat in a moment, then creep; on all four under 
the hammocks of the ſick, and, forcing up his bare patc 
between two, keep them aſunder with one ſhoulder, un- 
til he had done his duty. Eager to learn the ſervice, I 
deſired he would give me leave to perform the next ope- 
ration of that kind; and he conſenting, I undreſfed 
myſelf after his example, and crawling along, the ſhip 
happened to roll; this motion alarming me, I laid hold 
of the firſt thing that came within my graſp with ſuch 
violencey that I overturned it, and ſoon found by the 
ſmell that iſſued upon me, I had not unlocked a box of 
the moſt delicious perfume z it was well for me that my 
noſe was none of the moſt delicate, elſe I know not how _ 
I might have been affected by this vapour, which diffu- 
| fed itſelf all over the ſhip, to the utter diſcompoſure of 
every body who tarried on the lame deck: Neither was 
the conſequence of this diſgrace confined to my ſenſe of 
imelling only; for I felt my misfortunes more ways than 
one. That I might not however appear altogether diſ- 
concerted in this my firſt eſſay, I got up, and puſhing 
my head with great force between two hammocks, to- 
wards the middle, where the greateſt reſiſtance was, I 
made an opening indeed, but, not underſtanding the 
knack of dexterouſly turning my ſhoulder to maintain 
my advantage, had the mortification to find, myſelf 
Y OL bn L | N 
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170 - The ADVENTURES of 
ſtuck up as it were in a pillory, and the weight of three 
or four people bearing on each fide of my neck, ſo that 
I was in danger of ſtrangulation. While I remained in 
this defenceleſs poſture, one of the ſick men, rendered 
peeviſh by his diſtemper, was ſo enraged at the ſinell I 
had occafzoned, and the rude ſhock he had received 
from me in my elevation, that, with many bitter re- 

roaches, he ſeized me by the noſe, which he tweaked 
10 unmercifully, that J roared with anguiſh. Thorſon, 
perceiving my condition, ordered one of the waiters to 
my affiſtance, who with much difficulty diſengaged me 
from this ſituation, and hindered me from taking ven- 
geance of the ſick man, whoſe indiſpoſition would not 
have ſcreened him from the effects of my indignation. 

AFTER having made an end of our miniſtry for that 

time, we deſcended to the cockpit, my friend comfort- 
ing me for what had happened with a homely proverb, 
which I do not chuſe to repeat. When we had de- 
ſcended half way down the ladder, Mr Morgan, before 
he ſaw us, having intelligence by his noſe of the ap- 
proach of ſomething extraordinary, cried, « Cot have 
mercy upon my ſenfes ! I believe the enemy has poarded 
us in' a ſtink-pot !” Then directing his diſcourſe to the 
ſteward, from whom he imagined the odour proceeded, 
he reprimanded him ſeverely for the freedoms he took 
among gentlemen of birth, and threatened to ſmoke him 
like a padger with ſulphur, if he ever ſhould preſume 
to offend his neighbours with ſuch ſmells for the future. 
The ſteward, conſcious of his own innocence, replied, 
with ſome warmth, « ] know of no ſmells but thoſe of 
your own making. This repartee introduced a ſmart 
dialogue, in which the Welchman undertook to prove, 
that though the ſtench he complained of did not flow 
from the ſteward's own body, he was nevertheleſs the 
author of it, by ſerving out damaged proviſions to the 
ſhip's company; and in particular putrified cheeſe, from 
the uſe of which only, he affirmed, ſuch unſavory ſteams { 
could ariſe. Then he launched out into the praiſe of 
good cheeſe, of which he gave the analyſis; he explain- 
ed the different kinds of that commodity, with the me- 
thods practiſed to make and preſerve it; and concluded 
with obſerving, that, in yielding g good cheeſe, the coun- 
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RODERICK RANDOM. » 151 
ty of Glaniorgan might vie with Cheſhire itſelf, and 
was much ſuperior to it in the produce of goats and put- 
ter. I gathered from this converſation, that if I enters 
ed in my preſent pickle, I ſhould be no welcome gueſt, 
and therefore deſired Mr Thomſon to go before, and 
repreſent my calamity z at which the firſt mate expreſ- 
fing ſome concern, went upen deck immediately, taking 
his way through the cable tire, and by the main hatch- 
way, to avoid encountering me, defiring me to clean 
myſelf as ſoon as poffible; for he intended to regale 
himſelf with a diſh of ſalmagundy and a pipe. Accord- 
ingly I ſet about this diſagreeable buſineſs, and ſoon 
found I had more cauſes of complaint than I at firſt 
imagined; for I perceived ſome gueſts had honoured 
me with their company, whoſe. viſit I did not at all 
think ſeaſonable; neither did they ſeem inclined to 
leave me in a hurry, for they were in poſſeſſion of my 
chief quarters, where they fed without reſerve at the 
- expence of my blood. But conſidering it would be 
much eaſier to extirpate this ferocious colony in the in- 
fancy of their ſettlement, than after they ſhould be mul- 
tiplied and naturalized to the foil, I took the advice of 
my friend, who, to prevent ſuch misfortunes, went al- 
ways cloſe ſhaved, and made the boy of our meſs cut off 
my hair, which had been growing ſince I left the ſervice 
of Lavement; and the ſecond mate lent me an old bob 
wig to ſupply the loſs of that covering. This affair be- 
mg ended, and every thing adjuſted in the beſt manner 
my circumſtances would permit, the deſcendent of Ca- 
ractacus returned, and ordering the boy to bring a piece 
of ſalt beef from the brine, cut off a ſlice, and mixed it 
with an equal quantity of onions, which ſeaſoning with 
a moderate proportion of pepper and falt, te brought 
it into a conſiſtence with oil and vinegar. Then taſting; 
the diſh, aſſured us, it was the beit ſalmagundy that 
ever he made, and recommended it to our palate with 
ſuch heartineſs, that I could not help doing honour to- 
his preparation. But I had no ſooner ſwallowed a 
mouthful, than I thought my entrails were ſcorched, 
and, endeavoured, with a deluge of ſmall beer, to allay 
the heat it occaſioned. Supper being over, Mr, Mor- 
gan having ſmoked a couple of pipes, and ſupplied the 
| FOO * 
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moiſture he had expended with as many cans of flip, of 
which we all partook, a certain yawning began to ad- 


moniſh me, that it was high time to repair by ſteep the 


injury I had ſuffered from want of reſt the preceding 
night; which being perceived by my companions, whoſe 
time of repoſe was now arrived, they propoſed we 
mould turn in, or, in other winds, go to bed. Our 
hammocks, which hung parallel to one another, on the 


. outfide of the birth, were immediately unlaſhed, and I . 
beheld my mets-mates fpring with great agility into 


their reſpective neſts, where they ſeemed to lie conceal- 
ed, very much at their eaſe. But it was ſome time be- 
fort. $ could prevail upon myſelf to truſt my carcaſe at 
ſuch a diſtance from the ground, in a narrow bag, out 
of which I imagined I ſhould be apt, on the leaſt mo- 
tion in my ſleep, to tumble down at the hazard of 
breaking my bones. I ſuffered myſelf, however, to be 
perſuaded, and, taking a leap to get in, threw myſelf 
quite over, with {ſuch violence, that, had I not luckily got 
hold of Thomſon's hammock, I ſhould have pitched upon 
my head-on the other ſide, md: in all likelihood fractu- 
red my ſkull. After ſome fruitleſs efforts, I ſucceeded 
at laſt; but the apprehenſion of the jeopardy in which 
I believed myſelf withſtood all the attacks of fleep, till 
towards the morning watch, when, in ſpite of my fears, 
I was overpowered with ſlumber, though I did not long 
enjoy this comfortable ſituation z being arouſed with a 


noiſe ſo loud and ſhrill, that I thought the. drums of my 
ears were burſt by it; this was followed by a dreadful 


ſummons pronounced by a hoarſe voice, which I could 
not underſtand. While I was debating with myſelf 
whether or not I ſhould wake my companion, and“en- 


quire into the occaſion of this diſturbance, I was in- 
formed by one of the quarter-maſters, who paſſed by 


me with a lanthorn in his hand, that the noiſe which 
alarmed me was occaſioned by the boatſwain's mates, 
who called up the larboard watch, and that I muſt lay 
my account with ſuch interruption every morning at 
the fame hour. Being now more aſſured of my lafety, 


I addreſſed myſelf again to reſt, and flept till eighs 
o' clock, when riſing, and breakfaſting With my com- 


rades on biſcuit and brandy, the ſick were viſited and 


N 
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alſiſted as before; after which viſitation my good friend 


Thomſon explained and performed another piece of 


duty, to which I was a ſtranger. At a certain hour in 
the morning, the boy of the meſs went round all the 
decks, ringing a ſmall hand-bell, and, in rhymes com- 
poſed for the occaſion, invited all thoſe who had ſores 
to repair before the maſt, where one of the doctor's 
mates attended, with applications to dreſs them. 


CHAPTER XXVII. 
T1 acquire the friendſhip of the ſurgeon, who procures a 


warrant for me, and makes me a preſent of cloaths—a 
battle between a midſhipman and me—the ſurgeon leaves 

wzhe ſhip—the captain comes on board with another ſur- 
geon—a dialogue between the captain and Morgan—the 
fick are ordered to be brought upon the quarter-deck and 
examined—the conſequences of that order—a madman 
accuſes Morgan, and is ſet at liberty by command of the 
captain, whom be inſtantly attacks and pummels without 
mercy. 


HILE I was buſied with my friend in this prac- 
W tice, the doctor chanced to paſs by the place 
where we were, and, ſtopping to obſerve me, appeared 
very well ſatisfied with my method of application; and 
afterwards ſent for me to his cabin, where having exa- 
mined me touching my 1kill in ſurgery, and the parti- 
culars of my fortune, he intereſted himſelf ſo far in my 
behalf, as to promiſe his aſſiſtance in procuring a war- 
rant for me, ſeeing I had been already found qualified 
at Surgeons Hall for the ſtation I filled on board; and 
in this good office he the more cordially engaged, when 
he underſtood I was nephew to Lieutenant Bowling, for 
whom he exprefled a particular regard. In the mean 
time, J could learn from his diſcourſe, that he did not 
intend to go to ſea again with Captain Oakum, having, 
as he thought, been indifferently uſed by him during the 
laſt voyage. | 
WIUILE I lived tolerably eaſy, in expectation of pre- 
ferment, I was not altogether without mortifications, 
which I not only ſuffered from the rude inſults of the 
lallors and petty officers, among whom I was known by 
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174 The ADVENTURES of” 

the name of Loblolly Boy, but alſo from the diſpoſition of 
Morgan, who, though friendly in the main, was often 
very troubleſome with his pride, which expected a good 
deal of ſubmiſſion from me, and delighted in recapitu- 
lating the favours I had received at his hands. 

AB0UT fix weeks after my arrival on board, the ſur. 
geon, bidding me follow him into his cabin, preſented 
a warrant to me, by which I was appointed ſurgeon's 
third mate on board the Thunder. This he had pro- 
cured by his intereſt at the Navy-office as alſo another 
for himſelf, by virtue of which he was removed into a 
ſecond rate. I acknowledged his kindneſs in the ſtrong- 
eſt terms my gratitude rad ſuggeſt, and profeſſed my 
ſorrow at the proſpect of loſing ſo valuable a friend, to 
whom I hoped to have recommended myſelf {till further 
by my reſpectful and diligent behaviour. But his ge- 
nerolity reſted not here; for, before he left the ſhip, 
he made me a preſent of a cheſt and ſome cloaths, that 
enabled me to ſupport the rank to which he had raiſed 
me. I found my ſpirit revive with my good fortune; 
and, now I was an officer, reſolved to maintain the dig- 
nity of my ſtation, againſt all oppoſition or affronts. | 
Nor was it long before I had occaſion to exert my reſo- 
lution : My old enemy the midfhipman (whoſe name 
was Crampley), entertaining an implacable animegſity 
againſt me for the diſgrace he had ſuffered on my ac- 
count, had ſince that time taken all opportunities of re- 
viling and ridiculing me, when I was not entitled to re- 
tort this bad uſage. And even after I had been rated 
on the books, and muſtered as ſurgeon's mate, did not 
\think fit to reſtrain his inſolence. In particular, being 
one day preſent while I dreſſed a wound in a ſailor's 
leg, he began to ſing a ſong, which I thought highly in- 
jurious to the honour of my country, and therefore ſig- 
nified my reſentment, by obſerving, that the Scots al- 
ways laid their account with finding enemies among the 
ignorant, inſignificant, and malicious. This unexpected 
piece of aſſurance enraged him to ſuch a degree, that he 
lent me a blow on the face, which I verily thought had 
demoliſhed my check-bone; I was not flow in return- 
ing the obligation, and the affair began to be very ſeri- 
ous, when by accident Mr Morgan, and one of the ma- 
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frer's mates, coming that way, interpoſed, and enquiring 
into the cauſe, endeavoured to promote a reconciliation; 


but finding us both exaſperated to the uttermoſt, and 
bent againſt accommodation, they adviſed us either to 


leave our difference undecided till we ſhould have an 


opportunity of terminating it on ſhore, like gentlemen, 
or elſe chuſe a proper place on board, and bring it to an 
iſſue by boxing. This lat ex pedient was greedily em- 
braced by us both; and . forthwith conducted to 
the ground pœopoſed, we ſtripped in a moment, and be- 
gan a very furious conteſt, in which I ſoon found my- 
ſelf inferior to my antagoniſt, not ſo much in ſtrength 
and agility, as in ſkill, which he had acquired in the 
ſchool of Hockley in the Hole and Tottenham Court. 


Many croſs- buttocks did I ſuſtain, and pegs on the ſto- 


mach without number, till at laſt my breath being quite 
gone, as well as my vigour waſted, I grew deſperate, and 
collecting all my ſtrength in one effort, threw in at 
once, head, hands, and feet, with ſuch violence, that I 
drove my antagoniſt three paces backward into the main 
hatchway, down which he fell, and, pitching upon his 
head and right thoulder, remained without ſenſe and 
motion. Morgan tooking down, and ſeeing him lie in 
that conditiqn, cried, © Upon my conſcience, as I am a 
Cheiſtian ſinher (look you), I believe his pattles are all 


ofer; but I take you all to witneſs that there was no 


treachery in the caſe, and that he has ſuffered by the 
chance of war?” 80 ſaying, he deſcended to the deck 
below, to examine into the ſituation of my adverſary 
and left me very little pleaſed with my victory, as I found 
myſelf not only terribly bruiſed, but likewiſe in danger 
of being called to account for the death of Crampley. But 
this fear vaniſhed when my fellow mate, having, by bleed. 
ing him in the jugular, brought Him to himſelf, and en- 
quired into the ſtate of his body, called up to me to be 
under no concern, for the midſhipman had received no 
other damage than as pretty a luxation of the os humert 
as one would defire to {ee on a ſummer's day. Upon 
this information, I crawled down to the cockpit, and ac- 
quainted Thomſon with the affair, who, providing him- 
ſelf with bandages, &c. neceſſary for the occaſion, went 
vp to aſſiſt Mr * in the reduction of the diſloca- 
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tion. When this was ſucceſsfully performed, they 
wiſhed me joy of the event of the combat; and the 
WMelchman, after obſerving, that, in all likehhood, the 
ancient Scots and Britons were the ſame people, bade 
me „ praiſe Got for putting mettle in my pelly, and 
ſtrength in my limbs to ſupport it.“ I acquired ſuch 
reputation by this rencounter (which laſted twenty mi- 
nutes), that every body became more cautious in be- 
haviour towards me; though Crampley, with his arm 
in a ling, talked very high, and threatened to ſeize the 
firſt opportunity of retrieving, on ſhore, the honour he 
had loſt by an accident, from which I could juſtly claim 
no merit. 4 1 . 

_. ABovrT this time, Captain Oakum, having received 
ſailing orders, came on board, and brought along with 
him a ſurgeon of his own country, who ſoon made us 
ſenſible of the loſs we ſuffered in the departure of Doce 
tor Atkins; for he was groſsly ignorant, and intole- 
rably aſſuming, falſe, vindictive, and unforgiving; a 
- mercileſs tyrant to his inferiors, an abject Tycophant to 
thoſe above him. In the morning after the captain 
came on board, our firſt mate, according to cuſtom, 
went to wait on him with a ſick liſt, which when this 
grim commander had peruſed, he cried with a ſtern 
countenance, '* Blood and oons ! ſixty-one ſick people 
on board of my ſhip! Harkee, you Sir, Il have no 
fick in my ſhip, by G—d.” The Welchman replied, 
he ſhould be very glad to find no ſick people on board; 
but while it was otherwiſe, he did no more than his 
duty in preſenting him with a liſt. “ you and your 
liſt may be d—n'd (ſaid the captain, throwing it at 
him), I ſay, there ſhall be no ſick in this ſhip while I 
have the command of her.” Mr Morgan being-nettled 
at this treatment, told him, his indignation ought to 
be directed to Got Almighty, who viſited his people 
with diſtempers, and not to him, who contributed all 
in his power towards their cure. The baſhaw not being 
uſed to ſuch behaviour in any of his officers, was en- 
raged to fury at this ſatirical inſinuation, and ſtamping 
with his foot, called him inſolent ſcoundrel, threatening 
to have him pinioned to the deck, if he ſhould preſume 
to utter another ſyllable. But the blood of Caractacus 


— 
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being thoroughly heated, diſdained to be reſtricted by 
ſuch a command, and began to manifeſt itſelf in, Cap- 
tain Oagum, I am a ſhentleman of birth and parentage 
| (look you), and. peradventure I am moreover” Here 
his harangue was broke off by the captain's ſteward, 


who, being Morgan's countryman, hurried him out- of 


the cabin before he had time to exaſperate his maſter to 
a greater degree: and this would certainly have been 
the caſe; for the indignant Welchman could hardly be 
| hindered, by his friend's arguments and entreaties, from 


re- entering the preſence-chamber, andfdefying Captain 


Oakum to his teeth. He was, however, appeaſed at 
length, and came down to the birth, where finding 


Thomfon:and me at work preparing medicines, he bade 


us leave off our lapour and go to play, for the captain, 
by his ſole word and power, and command, had driven 
ſickneſs a pegging to the tevil, and there was no more 
malady on board. So ſaying, he "drank off a gill of 
brandy, ſighed grievouſly three times, poured forth an 
ejaculation of . Got pleſs my heart, liver, and lungs !” 
and then began to ſing a Welch ſong with great ear- 
neſtneſs of viſage, voice, and geſture. I could not con- 
ceive the meaning of this ſingular phænomenon, and 
ſaw by the looks of Thomſon, who at the ſame time 
ſhook his head, that he ſuſpected poor Cadwallader's> 
brains were unſettled. He-perceiving our amazement, 
told us he would explain the myſtery ; but, at the fame 
time bade us take notice, that he had lived poy, patch- 
elor, married man, and widower, almoſt forty vears, 
and, in all that time, there was no man nor mother”: 
ſon in the whole world who durſt uſe him fo ill as 
Captain Oagum had done. Then he acquainted us 
with the dialogue that paſſed between them, as I have 
already related it; and had no ſooner fipithed this nar- 
ration, than he received a meſſage from the ſurgeon, 
to bring the ſick Iſt to the quarter- deck, for the cap- 
| tain had ordered all the patients thither to be reviewed. 
This inhuman order ſhocked us extremely, as we knew 
it would be impoſſible to carry ſome of them on the 
the deck, without imminent danger of their lives; but 
as we likewiſe knew it would be to no purpole for us to 
remonſtrate againſt it, we repaired to the quarter- deck 
ol... A's 
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in a body, to ſee this extraordinary muſter 3 Morgan 
obſerving by the way, that the captain was going to 


ſend to the other world a great many evidences. to te- 
ſtify againſt himſelf. When we appeared upon deck, 


the captain bade the doctor, who ftood bowing at his 


right hand, look at theſe lazy lubberly ſons of bitches, 
who were good for nothing on board but to eat the King's | 
proviſion, and encourage idleneſs in the ſkulkers. The 


ſurgeon grinngd approbation, and taking the liſt, began 


to examine the complaints of each, as they could crawl 
to the place appointed. The firſt who came under his 


cognizance was a poor fellow juſt freed of a fever, which 


had weakened him ſo much, that he could hardly ſtand. 


- Mr Mackſhane (for that was the doctor's name) having 


felt his pulſe, proteſted he was as well as any man in 
the world; and the captain delivered him over to the 
boatſwain's mate, with orders that he ſhould receive a 
round dozen at the gang-way immediately, for coun- 
terfeiting himſelf ſick : but before the diſcipline could 


be executed, the man dropt down on the deck, and had 
well nigh periſhed under the hands of the executioner. 


The next patient to be conſidered laboured under a 
quartan ague, and being then in his interval of health, 

diſcovered no other ſymptoms of diſtemper than a pale 
meagre countenance, and emaciated body; upon which, 

he was declared fit for duty, and turned over to the 
boatſwain : But, being reſolved to diſgrace the doctor, 
died upon the forecaſtle next day, during his cold fit. 


The third complained of a pleuritic ſtitch, and ſpitting 


of blood; for which Doctor Mackſhane preſcribed. EX= 
erciſe at the pump, to promote expectoration: But, whe- 
ther this was improper for one in his ſituation, or that 
it was uſed to exceſs, J know not; for in leſs than half 
an hour he was ſuffocated' with a deluge of blood that 


| HMued from his lungs. A fourth, with much difficulty, 


climbed to the quarter-deck, being loaded with a mon- 
ſtrous aſcites or dropſy, that invaded his cheſt ſo much, 
he could ſcarce fetch his breath; but his diſeaſe being 
interpreted into fat, occaſioned by idleneſs and excels 
of eating, he was ordered, with a view to promote per- 
ipiration, and enlarge his cheſt, to go aloft zmmediate- 
ly : It was in vain for this unwieldy wretch to alledge 


/ 


manded to whip him up with the cat o' nine tails: 
The ſmart of this application made him exert himſelf 
fo much, that he actually arrived at the puttoc ſhrouds; 
but when the enormous weight of his body had nothing 
elſe to ſupport it than his weakened arms, either out 


of ſpite or neceſſity, he quitted his hold, and plumped 


into the ſea, where he muſt have been drowned, had 
not a ſailor, who was in a boat along-ſide, ſaved his 
life, by keeping him afloat till he was hoiſted on board 
by a tackle. It would be tedious and diſagreeable to 
deſcribe the fate of every miſerable object that ſuffered 
by the inhumanity and ignorance of the captain and 
ſurgeon, who ſo wantonly ſacrificed the lives of their 
fellow- creatures. Many were brought up in the height 
of fevers, and rendered dilirious by the injuries they re- 
_ ceived in the way. Some gave up the ghoſt in the pre- 
ſence of their inſpectors; and others, who were order- 
ed to their duty, languiſhed a few days at work among 
their fellows, and then departed without any ceremony. 
On the whole, the number of the ſick was reduced 
to leſs than a dozen; and the authors of this reduction 


were applauding themſelves for the ſervices they had 


done to their King and country, when the. boatſwain's 
mate informed his honour, that there was a man below 


laſhed to his hammock by the direction of the doctor's . 


mate, and that he begged hard to be releaſed; affirming, 
he had been fo maltreated only for a grudge Mr Mor- 
gan bore him, and that he was as much in his ſenſes as 

any man aboard. The captain hearing this, darted a 
| ſevere look at the Welchman, and ordered the man to 
be brought up immediately; Upon which, Morgan 
proteſted with great fervency, that the perſon in queſ- 
tion was as mad as a March-hare ; and begged, for the 
love of Got, they would at leaſt keep his arms pinioned 


during his examination, to prevent him from doing 


miſchief. This requeſt the commander granted for his 


own fake, and the patient was produced, who inſiſted - 


upon his being in his right wits with ſuch calmneſs and 
ſtrength of argument, that every body preſent was in- 
clined to believe him, except Morgan, who affirmed 
there was no truſting to appearances ; for he himſelf 
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had been ſo much impoſed upon by his behaviour two 
days before, that he had actually unbound him with his 
own hands, and had well nigh been murdered for his 
pains : This was confirmed by the evidence of one of 
the waiters, who declared, he had pulled this patient 
from the doctor's mate, whom he had gotten down 
and almoſt ſtrangled. To this the man anſwered, that 
the witneſs was a creature of Morgan's, and was ſu- 
borned to give his teſtimony againſt him by the malice of 
the mate, whom the defendant had affronted, by diſco- 
vering to the people on board that Mr Morgan's wife 
kept a gin-ſhop in Rag-Fair. 'This anecdote produced 
a laugh at the expence of the Welchman, who ſhaking 
his head with ſome emotion, faid, “ Ay, ay, tis no mat- 
ter. Got knows, it is an arrant falſchood,” Captain 
Oakum, without any further heſitation, ordered the 
fellow to be unfettered; at the ſame time, threatening 
to make Morgan exchange fituations with him for his 
ſpite. But the Briton no fooner heard the deciſion in 
favour of the madman, than he got up the mizen ſhrouds, 
crying to Thomſon and me to get out of his reach, For 
we ſhould ſee him play the devil with a vengeance. We 
did not think fit to diſregard his caution, and according- 
ly got up on the poop, whence we beheld the maniac (as 
ſoon as he was releafed) fly at the captain like a fury, cry- 
ing, « I'll let you know, you ſcoundrel, that I am com- 
mander of this veſſel, and pummel him without mercy. 

The furgeon, who went to the aſſiſtance of his: patron, 
thared the ſame fate; and it was with the utmoſt difh- 
culty that he was maſtered at laſt, after having done 
great execution among thoſe who oppoſed him. 


& * 
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CHAPTER XVXVVIII. 


The captain enraged, threatens to put the madman to 4 
avith his own hand —is diverted from that reſolution by 
| the arguments and perſuaſions of the firſt lieutenant and 
© furgeon—we ſet ſail for St Helen's, join the fleet under 
| the command of Sir C 1 O-——— le, and 
proceed for the eft-Indies—are overtaken by a terrible 
 tempeſiorny of friend 'Fack Rattlin has his leg broke by a 

fall from t 1 behaviour of Doctor Mac- 
by oppoſes the amputation of his limb, in which 
be it ſeconded by Morgan and me, who unn the 
cure, and Perform it ſucceſsfully. 


HE. captain was carried into his cabin, ſo enraged 
| with the treatment he had received, that he or- 
dered the fellow to be brought before him, that he might 


have the pleaſure of piſtoling him with his own hand; 


and would certainly have ſatisfied his revenge in this 


manner, had not the firſt lieutenant remonſtrated a- 


gainſt it, by obſerving, that, in all appearance, the fellow 
was not mad but deſperate; that he had been hired by 
ſome enemy of the captain to aſſaſſinate him, and there- 
fore ought to be kept in irons till he could be brought 
to a court-martial, which, no doubt, would ſift the affair 


to the bottom (by which means important diſcoveries 
might be made), and then ſentence the criminal to a 
death adequate to his demerits. This ſuggeſtion, im- 


probable as it was, had the deſired effect upon the 
captain, being exactly calculated for the meridian of 
his intellects; more eſpecially, as Doctor Mackſhane 
eſpouſed this opinion, in conſequence of his previous 
declaration that the man was not mad. Morgan find- 
ing there was no more damage done, could not help 
diſcovering, by his countenance, the pleaſure he enjoy- 
ed on this occaſion; and while he bathed the doctor's 


face with an embrocation, ventured to aſk him, whether 


ble thought there were more fools or madmen on board? 
But he would have been wiſer in containing this ſally, 
which his patient carefully laid up in his memory, to be 
taken notice of at a more fit ſeaſon. Mean while, we 
weighed anchor, and on our way to the Downs, the 
madman, who was treated as priſoner, took an oppor- 
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tunity, while the centinel attended him at the head, to 
leap over-board, and fruſtrate the revenge of the cap. 


tain. We ſtaid not long at the Downs, but took the 


benefit of the firſt eaſterly wind to go round to Spit- 
bead; where having received on board proviſions for 
fix months, we ſailed from St Helen's in the grand fleet 
bound for the Weſt-Indies, on the ever-memorable ex- 
pedition of Carthagennana . : 
IIx was not without great mortification I faw myſelf 
on the point of being tranſported to ſuch a diſtant and 
unhealthy climate, deſtitute of every convenience that 
could render ſuch a voyage ſupportable; and under the 
dominion of an arbitrary tyrant, whoſe command was 
almoſt intolerable: However, as theſe complaints were 
common to a great many on board, I reſolved to ſub- 
mit patiently to my fate, and contrive to make myſelf 
as eaſy as the nature of the cafe would atlow. We got 
out of the Channel with a proſperous breeze, which died 
away, leaving us becalmed about fifty leagues to the 
weſtward of the Lizard: But this ſtate of inaction did 
not laſt long; for next night our main- top ſail was ſplit 
by the wind, which in the morning increaſed to a hur- 
ricane. I was wakened by a moiſt horrible din, oc- 
caſioned by the play of the gun carriages upon the deck 
above, the cracking of,cabins, the howling of the wind 
through the throuds, the confuſed noiſe of the ſhip's 
crew, the pipes of the boatſwain and his mates, the 
trumpets of the lieutenants, and the clanking of the 
chain pumps. Morgan, who had never been at fea be- 
fore, turned out in a great hurry, crying, Got have 
mercy and compaſſion upon us! I believe we have got 
upon the confines of Lucifer and the d—ned ?? while 
poor Thomſon lay quaking in His hammock, putting 
up petitions to Heaven for our ſafety. I Toſe and join- 
ed the Welchman, with whom (after having fortified 
ourſelves with brandy) I went above; but, if my ſenſe 
of hearing was ſtartled before, how muſt my ſight have 
been appalled in beholding the effects of the ſtorm | 
The ſea was ſwelled into billows mountain-high, on 
the top of which, our ſhip ſometimes hung as if it was 
about to be precipitated to the abyſs below Sometimes 
we funk between two waves that roſe on each fide highs 
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er than our topmaſt-head, and threatened, by daſhing 
together, to overwhelm us in a moment! Of all our fleet, 
conſiſting of a hundred and fifty fail, ſcarce twelve ap- 
peared, and theſe driving under their bare poles, at the 
mercy of the tempeſt. At length the maſt of one of 
them gave way, and tumbled over- board with a hideous 
craſh! Nor was the proſpect in our own ſhip much 
more agrecable; a number of officers and ſailors ran 
backward and forward with diſtraction in their looks, 
hollowing to one another, and undetermined what they 

ſhould attend to firſt. Some clung to the yards, en- 
deavouring to unbend the fails that were ſplit into a 
thouſand pieces flapping in the wind; others tried to 
furl thoſe which were yet whole, while the maſts, at 
every pitch, bent and quivered like twigs, as if th 
would have ſhivered into innumerable ſplinters! While 
I conſidered this ſcene with equal terror and aſtoniſh= 
ment, one- of the main braces broke, by the ſhock 
whereof two ſailors were flung from the yard's arm into 
the ſea, where they perithed, and poor Jack Rattlin 
was thrown down upon the deck, at the expence of a 
broken leg. Morgan and I ran, immediately to his aſ- 
ſiſtance, and found a ſplinter of the ſhin-bone thruſt by 
the violence of the fall through the ſkin: As this was 
a caſe of too great conſequence to be treated without 
the authority of the doctor, I went down to his cabin 
to inform him of the accident, as well as to bring. up 
dreſſings, which we always kept ready prepared. I en- 
tered his apartment without any ceremony, and by the 

glimmering of a lamp, perceived him on his knees, be- 
fore ſomething that very much reſembled a crucifix 
but this I will not inſiſt upon, that I may not ſeem too 
much a ſlave to common report, which indeed aſſiſted 
my conjecture on this occaſion, by repreſenting Dr 
Mackſhane as a member of the church of Rome. Be 
this as it will, he got up in a ſort of confuſion, occa- 
fioned (I ſuppoſe) by his being diſturbed in his devotion, 
and, in a trice, ſnatched the ſubject of my ſuſpicion from 
my fight. After making an apology for my intruſion, 
I acquainted him with the ſituation of Rattlin, but 
could by no means prevail upon him to vifit him on 


deck, where he lay; he bade me deſire the boatſwain 
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to order ſome of the men to carry him down to the 
cockpit, and in the mean time (ſaid he) I will direct 
Thomſon to get ready the dreſſings. When I ſignified 
to the boatſwain the doctor's deſire, he ſwore a terrible 
-oath, that he could not fpare one man from the deck; 
becauſe he expected. the maſt would go by the board 
every minute. This piece of information did not at all 
contribute to my peace of mind; however, as my friend 
Rattlin complained very much, with the affiſtance of 
Morgan, I ſupported him to. the lower deck, whither 
Mr Mackſhane, after much intreaty, ventured to come, 
attended by Thomſon with a box full of dreflings, and 
his own ſervant, who carried a whole ft of capital in- 
ſtruments. He examined the fracture and the wound, 
and concluding, from a livid colour extending itſelf upon 
the limb, that a mortification would enſue, reſolved to 
amputate the leg immediately. This was a dreadful ſen- 
tence to the patient, who recruiting himſelf with a quid 
of tobacco, pronounced with a woful countenance, 
« What! is there no remedy, Doctor? muſt I be 
dock d? can't you ſplice it?“ «© Aſſuredly, Doctor 
Mackſhane (faid the firſt mate), with ſubmiſſion, and 
deference, and veneration, to your ſuperior abilities, 
and opportunities, and ſtations, (look you) I do ap- 
prehend, and conjecture, and aver, that there is no oc- 
caſion nor neceſſity to ſmite off this poor man's leg.“ 
« God Almighty bleſs you, dear Welchman! (cried 
Rattlin), may you have fair wind and weather where- 
ſoever you're bound, and come to an anchor in the road 
of Heaven at laſt.” Mackſhane, very much incenſed at 
his mate's differing in opinion from him ſo openly, an- 
ſwered, that he was not bound to give an account of his 
practice to him; and, in a peremptory tone, ordered 
him to apply the tourniquet. At the ſight of which, 
Jack ſtarting up, cried, .Avaſt, avaſt! d—n my heart, 
it you clap your nippers on me, till I know wherefore | 
Mr Random, wor't you lend a hand towards ſaving my 
precious limb? Odds heart, if Lieutenant Bowling was 
here, he would not ſuffer Jack Rattlin's leg to be chop- 
ped off like a piece of old junk.” This pathetic ad- 
dreſs to me, joined to my inclination to ſerve my 


honeſt friend, and the reaſons I had to believe there 
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was no danger in delaying the amputation, induced me 
to declare myſelf of the firſt mate's opinion, and affirm, 
that the preternatural colour of the ſkin was owing to 
an inflammation occaſioned by a contuſion, and common 
in all ſuch —_ without any indication of an approach- 


ing gangrene. anten who had a great opinion of my 
{kill, manifeſtly exulted in my fellowſhip, and aſked 


Thomſonꝰs ſentiments of the matter, in hopes of ſtrength- 


ening our aſſociation with him too; but he, being of a 
meek diſpoſition, and either dreading the enmity of the 
ſurgeon, or ſpeaking the dictates of his own judgment, 
in a modeſt manner, eſpouſed the opinion of Mackthane, 
who, by this time, having conſulted with himſelf, deter- 
mined to act in ſuch a manner, as to {creen himſelf from 
cenſure, and at the ſame time revenge himſelf on us, for 
our arrogance in contradicting him. With this view, he 
aſked, if we would undertake to cure the leg at our peril; 
that is, be anſwerable for the conſequence. To this queſ- 


tion Morgan replied, that the lives of his creatures are 


in the hands of Got alone; and it would be great pre- 
ſumption in him to undertake for an event that was in 
the power of his Maker, no more than the doctor could 
promiſe to cure all the ſick to whom he adminiſtered 
his afliſtance ; but if the patient would put himſelf um- 
der our dien ien; we would do our endeavour to bring 
his diſtemper to a favourable iſſue, to which, at preſent, 
we ſaw no obſtruction. I ſignified my concurrence; 
and Rattlin was ſo overjoyed, that ſhacking us both by 
the hands, he ſwore nobody elſe ſhould touch him, and 
if he died, his blood ſhould be upon his own head. Mr 
Mackſhane, flattering himſelf with the proſpect of our 
miſcarriage, went away, and left us to manage it as we 
ſhould think proper; accordingly, having ſawed off part 
of the ſplintet that ſtuck through the ſkin, we reduced 
the fracture, dreſſed the wound, applied the eighteen 
tailed bandage, and put the leg in a box, feeundum ar- 
tem. Every thing ſucceeded according to our wiſh, and 
we had the ſatisfaction of not only preſerving the poor 
fellow's leg, but likewiſe of rendering the doctor con- 
temptible among the ſhip's company, who had all their 
eyes on us during the courſe of this cure, which was 
completed in ſix weeks. ä 
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CHAP TER XXIX. 


AT ack/hand's mnulice. I ani taken up and impriſoned for 4 
Morgan meets with the ſame fate—T homſon is 
tampered with to turn evidence againſt us—diſdains the 
propoſal, and is maltreated for his integrity, — Morgan 
is releaſed to afſift the ſurgeon during an engagement 
with ſome French ſhips of wan I remain fettered on 
the poop, expoſed to the enemy's ſhot, and grow delirious 
with fear Am comforted after the battle by Morgan, 
who ſpeaks freely of the captain; is overheard by the 
- centinel, who informs againſt him, and again impriſoned 
—Thomſon grows deſperate, and, notwithſtanding the 
remonſtrances of Morgan and me, goes overboard in the 

111 8 bt. 


N the mean time, the ſtorm ſubſided into a briſk. 
gale, that carried us into the warm latitudes, where 

the weather became intolerable, and the crew very ſickly. 
The doctor left nothing unattempted towards the com- 

pletion of his vengeance againſt the Welchman and me. 
He went among the ſick, under pretence of enquiring 
into their grievances, with 2 view of picking up com- 
plaints to our prejudice, but finding himſelf fruſtrated 
in that expectation, by the good will we had procured 
from the patients by our diligence and Humanity, he 
took the reſolution of liſtening to our converſation, by 
Hiding himſelf behind the canvaſs that ſurrounded our 
birth; here too he was detected by the boy. of our meſs, 
who acquainted us with this piece of behaviour; and 
one night, while we were picking a large bone of falt 
beef, Morgan diſcerned ſomething ſtir on the outſide 
of our hangings, which immediately interpreting to be 
the doctor, he tipt me the wink, and pointed to the 
place, where I could perceive ſomebody ſtanding; upon 
which, E ſnatched up the bone, and levelled it with all 
my force at him, ſaying, « Whoever you are, take that 
for your curioſity.” It had the deſired effect, for we 
heard the liſtener tumble down, and adware crawl 
to his own cabin. I applauded myſelf much for this 
feat, which turned out one of the moſt unlucky exploits 
of my life, Mackſhane from that time marking me out 
for deſtruction. About a week after this exploit, as F. 
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was going my rounds among the ſick, I was taken pri- 
ſoner, and carried to the poop by the maſter at arms, 
where I was loaded with irons, and ſtapled to the deck, 
on pretence that I was a ſpy on board, and had con- 
ſpired againſt the captain's life. How ridiculous ſoever 
this imputation was, I did not fail to ſuffer by it all the 
rigour that could be ſhewn to the worſt of criminals, 
being expoſed in this miſerable condition to the ſcorch- 
ing heat of the ſun by day, and the unwholeſome damps 
by night, during the ſpace of twelve days, in which I 
was neither brought to trial, nor examined touching the 
probability of the charge. I had no ſooner recovered 
the uſe of my reflection, which had been quite over- 
thrown by this accident, than I ſent for Thomſon, who, 


after condoling me on the occaſion, hinted, that I owed 


this misfortune to the hatred of the dodtor, who had 
given an information againſt me to the captain, in con- 
ſequence of which I was arreſted, and all my papers 
ſeized. While I was curſing my capricious fate, I ſaw 
Morgan aſcend the poop, guarded by two corporals, 

who made him fit down by me, that he might be pi- 
nioned in the fame machine. Notwithſtanding my fi- 
tuation, I could ſcarce refrain from laughing at the 
countenance of my fellow-priſoner, who, without ſpeak- 
ing one word, allowed his feet to be incloſed in the rings 
provided for that purpoſe; but when they pretended to 
faſten him on his back, he grew outrageous, and draw- 
ing a large couteau from his fide pocket, threatened to 
rip up the belly of the firſt man that ſhould approach 
him, in order to treat him in ſuch an unworthy man- 
ner. They were preparing to ule him very roughiy, 


when the lieutenant on the quarter-deck called up to 


them to let him remain as he was. He then crept to- 
wards me, and taking me by the hand, bade me put 
my truſt in Got.” And looking at Thomſon, who fat 
by us trembling, with a pale viſage, told him, there 
were two more rings for his feet, and he ſhould be glad 
to find him in ſuch good company. But it was not the 
intention of our adverſary to include the ſecond mate in 
our fate: Him he excepted, to be his drudge in attend- 
ing the ſick, and, if poſſible, his evidence againſt us: 
With this view, he ſounded him afar off, but finding 
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his integrity incorruptible, haraſſed him ſo much out of 
ſpite, that, in a ſhort time, this mild creature grew weary 
of his lite. * 
WHILE I and my fellow-priſoner comforted each o- 
ther in our tribulation, the admiral diſcovered four ſail 
to leeward, and made ſignal for our ſhip and four more 
to chace: Hereupon every thing was cleared for an en- 
gagement, and Mackſhane foreſeeing he ſhould have 
occaſion for more aſſiſtants than one, obtained Morgan's 
liberty ; while I was left in this deplorable poſture to 
the chance of battle. It was almoſt dark when we came 
up with the ſternmoſt chace, which we hailed, and in- 
quired who they were; they gave us to underſtand they 
were French men of war, upon which Captain Oakum 
commanded them to ſend their boat on board of him; 
but they refuſed, telling him, if he had any buſineſs 
with them, to come on board of their ſhip: He then 
threatened to pour in a broadfide upon them, which 
they promiſed to return. Both ſides were as good as 
their word, and the engagement began with great fury. 
The reader may gueſs how I paſſed my time, lying in 
this helpleſs fituation, amidſt the terrors of a ſea- fight; 
expecting every moment to be cut aſunder, or daſhed 
in pieces by the enemy's ſhot! I endeavoured to com- 
| Pole myſelf as much as poſſible, by reflecting that I was 
not a whit more expoſed than thoſe who were ſtationed 
about me; but when I beheld them employed without 
interniiflion in annoying the foe, and encouraged by the 
ſociety and behaviour of one another, I could eaſily per- 
ceive a wide difference between their condition and 
mine: However, I concealed my agitation as well as I 
could, till the head of the officer of marines, who ſtood 
near me, being ſhot off, bounced from the deck a- 
thwart my face, leaving me well nigh blinded with 
brains. I could contain myſelf no longer, but began 
to bellow with all the ſtrength of my lungs: When a 
drummer coming towards me, aſked if I was wounded !? 
and before I could anſwer, received a great ſhot in his 
belly, which tore out his entrails, and he fell flat on my 
| breaſt. This accident entirely bereft me of all diſcre- 
tion : I redoubled my cries, which were drowned in the 
noiſe of the battle; and 98. myſelf diſregar ded, lol 
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all patience, and became frantic: I vented my rage in 
oaths and execrations, till my ſpirits being quite ex- 

hauſted, I remained quiet and inſenſible of the load that 
oppreſſed me. The engagement laſted till broad day, 
when Captain Oakum, finding he was like to gain nei- 
ther honour nor advantage by the affair, pretended to 
be undeceived by ſeeing their colours; and hailing the 
{hip with whom he had fought all night, proteſted. he 
believed them Spaniards, and the guns being filenced 
on each fide, ordered the barge to be hoiſted out, and 
went on board of the French commodore. Our loſs a- 
mounted to ten killed, and eighteen wounded, moſt 
part of whom afterwards died. My fellow-mates had 
no ſooner diſpatched their buſineſs in the cock-pit, than, 


full of friendly concern, they came to viſit me. Mor- 


gan aſcending firſt, and ſeeing my face almoſt covered 
with brains and blood, concluded I was no longer a 
man for this world; and calling to 'Thomſon with great 
emotion, bade him come up, and take his laſt farewell 
of his comrade and countryman, who was poſting to a 
petter place, where there were no Mackſhanes nor Oak- 
ums to aſperſe and torment him. “ No, (ſaid he, tak- 
ing me by the hand) you are going to a country where 
there is more reſpect ſhewn to unfortunate ſhentlemen, 
and where you will have the ſatisfaction of peholding 
your adverſaries tofling upon pillows of purning prim- 
ſtone.” Thomſon alarmed at this apoſtrophe, made 
haſte to the place where I lay, and fitting down by me, 
with tears in his eyes, enquired into the nature of my 
calamity. By this time I had recollected myſelf ſo far 
as to be able to converſe rationally with my triends, 
whom, to their great ſatisfaction, I immediately unde- 
ceived with regard to their apprehenſion of my being 
mortally wounded. After I had got myſelf diſengaged 
from the carnage in which I wallowed, and partaken of 


a refreſhment which my friends brought along with 


them, we entered into diſcourſe upon the hardſhips we 
ſuſtained, and ſpoke very freely of the authors of our 
miſery : But our diſcourſe being overheard by the cen- 
tinel who guarded me, he was no ſooner relieved, than 
he reported to the captain every ſyllable of our con- 
verſation, according to the orders he had received: 
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The effect of this information ſoon appeared in the ar- 
rival of the maſter at arms, who replaced Morgan in his 
former ſtation ; and gave the ſecond mate a caution to 
keep a ſtrict guard over his tongue, if he did not chuſe 
to accompany us in our confinement. Thomſon fore- 
ſeeing that the whole ſlavery of attending the ſick and 
wounded, as well as the cruelty of Mackſhane, muſt now 
fall upon his ſhoulders, grew deſperate at the proſpect, 
and though I never heard him ſwear before, imprecated 
dreadful curſes on the heads of his oppreſſors, declaring 
that he would rather quit life altogether, than be much 
longer under the power of ſuch barbarians. I was not 
a little ſtartled at his vivacity, and endeavoured to al- 
leviate his complaints, by repreſenting the ſubject of my 
own, with as much aggravation as it would bear, by 
which compariſon he might ſee the balance of misfor- 
tune lay on my fide, and take an example from me of 
fortitude and fubmiſlion, till ſuch time as we could pro- 
cure redreſs, which (I hoped) was.not far off, conſider- 

- | Ing, that we ſhould probably be in a harbour in leſs 
than three days, where we ſhould have an opportunity 
of preferring our complaints to the admiral. The 
Welchman joined in my remonſtrance, and was at great 
pains to demonſtrate, that it was every man's duty as 
well as intereſt to reſign himſelf to the divine will, and 
Jaok upon himſelf as a centinel upon duty, who is by 
no means at liberty to leave his poſt before he is relieved. 
Thomſon liſtened attentively to what we ſaid, and at 
laſt, ſhedding a flood of tears, ſhook his head, and left 
us without making any reply. About eleven at night, 
he came to ſee us again, with a ſettled gloom on his 
countenance, and gave us to underſtand, that he had 
undergone exceſſive toil ſince he faw us, nd in recom» 
or” had been groſsly abuſed by the doctor, who taxed 

him with being contederate with us, in a deſign of tak- 
= ing away his life and that of the captain. After ſome 

þ time ſpent in mutual exhortation, he got up, and ſqueez- 

= ing me by the hand with an uncommon fervour, cried, 
= God bleſs you both;“ and left us to wonder at his 

1 ſingular manner of parting with us, which did not fail 

i | to make a deep impreſſion on us. 

Nx x T morning, when the hour of viſitation came 
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CHATTER XXX. 


* 


Ve lament the fate of our companion—the captain offers 


Hagen, his liberty, which he refuſes to accept—IWe are 
brought before him and examined Morgan is ſent back 


into cuſtody, | Whither alſo I am remanded, after a cu- 
rious rs; 


HE news of this event affected my ; fellow-priſoner 

and me extremely, as our unfortunate companion 

had juſtly acquired, by his amiable diſpoſition, the love 
and eſteem of us both; and the more we regretted his 
untimely fate, the greater horror we conceived for the 
villian who was undoubtedly the occaſion of it. This 
abandoned miſcreant did not diſcover the leaſt ſymptom 


of concern for Thomſon's death, although he muſt have 


been conſcious to himſelf of having driven him by ill 
uſage to that fatal reſolution; but deſired the captain to 
fet Morgan at liberty again to look after the patients. 
Accordingly, one of the corporals was ſent up to unfet- 


ter him; but he proteſted he would not be releaſed un - 


til he ſhould know for what he was confined ; nor 
would he be a tennis ball, nor a ſhuttle-cock, nor a 
trudge, nor a ſcullion to any captain under the ſun, 


Oakum finding him obſtinate, and fearing it would not 


be in his power to exerciſe his tyranny much longer 


with impunity, was willing to'ſhew ſome appearance of 


juſtice, and therefore ordered us both to be brought be- 
fore him on the quarter-deck, where he fat in ſtate, 


with his clerk on one ſide, and his counſellor Mack- 


ſhane on the other. When we approached, he ho- 
noured us with this ſalutation: « So, gentlemen, damn 


my blood | many a captain in the navy would have or- 


dered you both to be tuck'd up to the yard's arm, with- 


out either judge or jury, for the crimes you have been 


guilty of; but, damn my blood, I have too much good- 


nature, in allowing ſuch dogs as you to make your de- 
fence.” „ Captain Oakum (faid my fellow-ſufferer),- 
certainly. it is in your power (Got help the while) to 
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round, this unhappy young man was miſling, and, after 
ſtrict ſearch, ſuppoſed to have gone over-board in the 
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tuck us all up at your will, and defire, and pleaſures; 
And perhaps it would be petter- for ſome of us to be 
tucked up, than undergo the miſeries to which we have 
been expoſed. So may the farmer hang his kids for his 
diverſion, and amuſement, and mirth; but there is 
ſuch a thing as juſtice, if not upon earth, ſurely in Hea- 
ven, that will puniſh with fire and primſtone all thoſe 
who take away the lives of innocent people out of wan- 
tonneſs and parparity (look you)—In the mean time, I 
ſhall be glad to know the crimes laid to my charge, and 
ſee the perſon who accuſes me.” „ That you ſhall 
(faid the captain)—here, doctor, what have you to ſay ?” 
Mackſhane ſtepping forward, hemmed a good while, in 
order to clear his throat, and, before he began, Morgan 
accoſted him thus: Dodtor Mackſhane, look in my 
face look in the face of an honeſt man; who abhors 2 
falſe witneſs as he abhors the tevil, and Got be judge 
between you and me.” The doctor, not minding this 
conjuration, made the following ſpeech, as near as I 
can remember: 5 Þ'll tell you what, Mr Morgan, to 
be ſure, what you ſay | is juſt, in regard to an honeſt 
man, and if, ſo be it appears as how you are an honeſt 
man, then it is my opinion, that you deſerve to be ac- 
quitted, in relation to that there affair; for I tell you 
what, Captain Oakum is reſolved for to do every body 
juſtice. As for my own part, all that I have to alledge 
is, that I have been informed you have ſpoken diſre- 
ſpectful words againſt your captain, who to be ſure is 
the moſt honourable and generous commander. in the 
King's ſervice, without aſparagement or acception of 
man, woman, or child.” Having uttered this elegant 
harangue, on which he ſeemed to plume himſelf, Mor- 
gan replied, « I do partly gueſs, and conceive, and un- 
derſtand your meaning, which I wiſh could be more 
explicit: But, however, I do ſuppoſe I am not to be 
condemned upon bare hear- ſay; or if I am convicted of 
. peaking diſreſpectfully of Captain Oakum, I hope there 
is no treaſon in my words.” « But there's mutiny, by 
God, and that's death by the articles of war, (cried 
Oakum)—In the mean time, let the witneſles be called.” 
Hereupon Mackſhane's ſervant appeared, and the boy 
of our meſs, whom they had ſeduced and tutored for 
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the purpoſe. The firſt declared, that Morgan, as he 
deſcended the cockpit ladder one day, curſed the cap- 
tain, and called him a ſavage beaſt, ſaying, he ought to 
be hunted down as an enemy to mankind, „ This 
(ſaid the clerk) is a ſtrong preſumption of a deſign for- 
med againſt the captain's life. For why? It pretuppo- 
ſes malice afore-thought, and a criminal intention 4 
priori.” © Right (ſaid the captain to this miſerable 
grub, who had been an attorney's boy), you ſhall have 
law enough; here's Cook and Littlejohn for it,” This 
evidence was confirmed by the boy, who affirmed, he 
heard the firſt mate ſay, that the captain had no more 
| bowels than a bear, and the ſurgeon had no more brains 
than an aſs, 'Then the centinel who heard our diſcourſe 
on the poop was examined, and informed the court that 
the Welchman aſſured me, Captain Oakum and Doc- 
tor Mackſhane would toſs upon billows of ꝓurning brim- 
ſtone in hell for their barbarity. The clerk obſerved, 
that there was an evident prejudication, which confir- 
med the former ſuſpicion of a conſpiracy againſt the life 
of Captain Oakum ; for, becauſe, how could Morgan ſo 
poſitively pronounce that the captain and ſurgeon would 
be damned, unleſs he had intention to make away with 
them before they.could have time to repent ? 'This ſage 
explanation had great weight with our noble command- 
er, who exclaimed, « What have you to ſay to this, 
'Taffy ? you ſeem to be taken all a back, brother, ha!“ 
Morgan was too much of a gentleman to diſown the 
text, although he abſolutely denied the truth of the 
comment : Upon which the captain, ftrutting up to 
him, with a ferocious countenance, ſaid, & So, Mr fon 
of a bitch, you confeſs you honoured me with the names 
of bear and beaſt, and pronounced my damnation ? 
Damn my heart! I have a good mind to have you 
brought to a court-martial and. hanged, you dog.“ 
Here Mackſhane having occaſion for an afliſtant, in- 
terpoſed, and begged the captain to pardon Mr Mor- 
gan, with his wonted goodneſs, upon condition that he 
the delinquent ſhould make ſuch ſubmiſſion as the na- 
ture of his miſdemeanor demanded. Upon which the 
Cambro-Briton, who on this occaſion would have made 
no ſubmiſſion to the great Mogul, ſurrounded with his 
Yolck - "+ WC 
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guards, thanked the doctor for his mediation, and ac< 
 knowledged himſelf in the wrong for calling the image 
of God a peaſt, <« but (ſaid he) I ſpoke by metaphor, 
and parable, and compariſon, and types; as we ſignify 
meekneſs by a lamb, lechery by a goat, and craftineſs by 
a fox; fo we liken ignorance to an aſs, and brutality to 
2 bear, and fury to a tyger; therefore I made uſe of 
theſe ſimilies to expreſs my ſentiments (look you) and 
what I faid before Got, I will not unſay before man or 
peaſt neither.” Oakum was ſo provoked at this inſo- 
lence (as he termed it) that he ordered him forthwith to 
be carried to the place of his confinement, and his elerk 
to proceed on the examination of me. The firſt queſ- 
tion put to me, was touching the place of my nativity, 
which I declared to be the North of Scotland. „ The 
North of Ireland more like (cried de captain), but we 
{hall bring yon up prefently.” He then aſked what re- 
ligion I profeſſed; and when I aniwered, „ The prote- 
ſtant,” ſwore I was as arrant a Roman as ever went to 
maſs. „Come, come, clerk (continued he), catechiſe 
him a little on this ſubject.” But before I relate the 
particulars of the clerk's enquiries, it will not be amiſs 
to inform the reader that our commander himſelf was 
an Hibernian, and, if not ſhrewdly belied, a Roman 
Catholic to boot. «© You ſay you are a Proteſtant (ſaid 
the clerk), make the fign of the crols with your fingers, 
fo, and ſwear upon it to that affirmation.” When I 
was about to perform this ceremony, the captain cried 
with ſome emotion, „ No, no, damme ! I'll have no 
profanation neither. But go on with your interroga- 
tions.“ „ Well then (proceeded my examiner), how 
many facraments are there?” To which I replied, 
« Two.“ © What are they?” (faid he.) I anfwered, 
« Baptiſm and the Lord's ſupper.” And ſo you 
would explode confirmation and marriage altogether! 
(ſaid Oakum) I thought this fellow was a rank Roman.“ 
The clerk, though he was bred under an attorney, 
could not refrain from bluſhing at this blunder, which 
he endeavoured to conceal, by obſerving, that theſe de- 
coys would not do with me, who ſeemed to be an old 
offender. He went on with aſking, if I believed in 
trauſubſtantiation; but I treated the notion of a real. 


RODERICK RANDOM. 195 


preſence with ſuch diſreſpect, that his patron was ſcan- 
dalized at my impiety, and commanded him to proceed 
to the plot. Whereupon this miſerable pettifogger told 
me, there was great reaſon to ſuſpect me of being a ſpy 
on board; and that I had entered into a conſpiracy with 
Thomſon and others not yet detected, againſt the life 
of Captain Oakum. Which accuſation they pretended 
to ſupport by the evidence of our boy, who declared, he 
had often heard the deceaſed Thomſon and me whiſ- 
pering together, and could diſtinguiſh the words, “ Oak- 
um, raſcal, poiſon, piſtol.” By which expreſſions it ap- 
peared, we did intend to uſe ſiniſter means to accomplith 
his deſtruction. That the death of Thomſon ſeemed to 
confirm this conjecture, who, either feeling the ſtings of 
remorſe, for being engaged in ſuch a horrid confede- 
racy, or fearing a diſcovery, by which he muſt have in- 
fallibly ſuffered an ignominious death, had put a fatal 
period to his own exiſtence. But what eſtabliſhed the 
truth of the whole was a book in cyphers found among 
my papers, which exactly tallied with one found in his 
cheſt, after his difappearance : This, he obſerved, was 
a preſumption very near proof poſitive, and would de- 
termine any jury in Chriſtendom to find me guilty, In 
my own defence, I alledged that I had been dragged on 
board at firſt very much againſt my inclination, as I could 
prove by the evidence of ſome people now in the ſhip, 
conſequently could have no deſign of becoming ſpy at that 
time; and ever fince had been entirely out of the reach 
of any correſpondence that could juſtly entail that ſu- 
ſpicion upon me. As for conſpiring againſt my captain's 
lite, it could mot be ſuppoſed that any man in his right 
wits would harbour the leaſt thought of ſuch an under- 
taking, which he could not poſlibly perform without 
certain infamy and ruin to himſelf, even if he had all 
the inclination in the world. 'Fhat, allowing the boy's 

evidence to be true (which I affirmed was falſe and ma- 
licions), nothing conclufive could be gathered from a 
few incoherent words : Neither was the fate of Mr 
Thomſon a circumſtance more favourable for the charge; 
for I had in my pocket a letter which too well explain- 
ed that myſtery, in a very different manner from that 
which was ſuppoſed. With theſe words, I produced 
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the following letter, which Jack Rattlin brought to me 
the very day after Thomſon diſappeared ; and told me 
it was committed to his care by the deceaſed, who made 
him promiſe not to deliver it ſooner. The clerk ta- 
king it out of my hand, read aloud the contents, which 
were theſe : 

Dear Friend, 

« T AM fo much oppreſſed with the . I daily 
and nightly undergo, and the barbarous uſage of Doc- 
tor Mackſhane, who is bent on your deſtruction, as well 
as mine, that I am reſolved to free myſelf from this 
miſerable life, and, before you receive this, ſhall be no 
more. I could have wiſhed to die in your good opi- 
nion, which I am afraid I fhall forfeit by the laſt act of 
iny life; but if you cannot acquit me, I know you will 
at leaſt preſerve ſome regard for the memory of an un- 
fortunate young man who loved you. I recommend it 
to you to beware of Mackſhane, whoſe revenge is im- 
placable. I with all proſperity to you and Mr Morgan, 
to whom pray offer my laſt reſpects, and beg to be re- 
membered as your unhappy friend and countryman, 

Pilliam Thomſon.” 

Tris letter was no ſooner read; than Mackſhane, in 
a tranſport of rage, ſnatched it out of the clerk's hands, 
and tore it into a thouſand pieces, ſaying, it was a vil- 
lainous forgery, contrived and executed by myſelf. The 
captain and clerk declared themſelves of the ſame opi- 
nion, althongh I infifted on having the remains of it 
compared with other writings of Thomſon, which they 
had in their poſleflion; and I was ordered to anſwer 
the laſt article of my accuſation, namely, the book of 
cyphers found among my papers. That is eaſily done 
(ſaid I). What you are pleafed to call cyphers, are no 
other than the Greek characters, in which, for my amuſe- 
ment, I kept a diary of every thing remarkable that has 
occurred to my obſervation, fince the beginning of the 
voyage till the day on which I was put in irons; and 
the tame method was practiſed by Mr Thomſon, who 
copied mine.” «© A very likely ſtory ! (cried Mack- 
ſhane), what occaſion was there for uſing Greek cha- 
racters, if you were not afraid of diſcovering what you 
had wrote? But what d'ye talk of Greek characters? 
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D'ye think I am fo ignorant of the Greek language, 


as not to diſtinguiſh its letters from theſe, which are no 


more Greek than Chineſe ? No, no, I will not give up 


my knowledge of the Greek for you, nor none that 
ever came from your country.” 80 ſaying, with an un- 
paralelled effrontery, he repeated ſome gibberiſh, which 
by the ſound feemed to be Iriſh, and made it paſs for 
Greek with the captain, who, looking at me with a con- 
temptuous ſneer, exclaimed, «„ Ah! ah! have you 
caught a tartar ?”” I could not help ſmiling at the con- 
ſummate aſſurance of this Hibernian, and offered to re- 
fer the diſpute to any body on board who underſtood 


the Greek alphabet : Upon which Morgan was brought . 


back, and being made acquainted with the affair, took 
the book and read a whole page in Engliſh without he- 
ſitation, deciding the controverſy in my favour. The 
doctor was ſo far from being out of countenance at this 
detection, that he affirmed Morgan was in the ſecret, 
and repeated from his own invention. Oakum ſaid, 


« Ay, ay, I ſee they are both in a ſtory ;” and diſmiſſed 


my fellow-mate to his cock-loft, although I prppoſed 
that he and I ſhould read and tranſlate ſeparately, any 
chapter or verſe in the Greek teſtament in his poſſeſſion, 
by which it would: appear whether we or the ſurgeon 
ſpoke truth. Not being endued with eloquence enough 
to convince the captain that there could be no juggle 
nor confederacy in this expedient, I begged to be exa- 
mined by ſome unconcerned perſon on board, who un- 
derſtood Greek: Accordingly the whole ſhip's company, 
officers and all, were called upon deck, among whom it 
was proclaimed, that if any of them could ſpeak Greek, 
he or they ſo qualified ſhould aſcend the quarter deck 
immediately. After ſome pauſe, two fore-maſt men 
came up, and profeſſed their 1kill in that language, 


which (they ſaid) they acquired during ſeveral voyages 


to the Levant, among the Greeks of the Morea. The 
captain exulted much in this declaration, and put my 
journal-book into the hands of one of them, who can- 
didly owned he could neither read nor write; the other 
acknowledged the ſame degree of ignorance, but pre- 
tended to {peak the Greek lingo with any man on board z 
and addreſſing himſelf to me, pronounced ſome ſen- 
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_ underſtand. I aſſerted, that the modern Greek was as 
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tences of a barbarous corrupted language, which I did not 


different from that ſpoke and written by the ancients, as 
the Engliſh uſed now from the old Saxon ſpoke ,in the 
time of Hengiſt; and as I had only learned the true 
original tongue, in which Homer, Pindar, the Evan- 
geliſts, and other great men of antiquity wrote, it could 
not be ſuppoſed that I ſhould know any thing of an im- 
perfect Gothic dialect that roſe on the ruins of the for- 
mer, and ſcarce retained any traces of the old expreſ- 
ſion. But if Doctor Mackſhane, who pretended to be 


maſter of the Greek language, could maintain a con- 


verſation with theſe ſeamen, I would retract what I had 


ſaid, and be content to ſuffer any puniſhment he ſhould 
think proper to inflict. I had no ſooner uttered theſe 
words, than the ſurgeon, knowing one of theſe fellows 
to be his countryman, accoſted him in Iriſh, and was 
anſwered in the ſame brogue; then a dialogue enſued 
between them, which they affirmed to be in Greek, af- 

ter having ſecured the ſecrecy of the other tar, who had 
his cue in the language of the Morea from his com- 
panion, before they would venture to aſſert fuch an in- 
trepid falſehood. I thought (faid Oakum) we ſhould 
diſcover the impoſture at laſt. Let the raſcal be carried 
back to his confinement. I find he muſt dangle.” 
Having nothing further to urge in my own behalf, be- 
fore a court fo prejudiced with ſpite, and fortified with 
ignorance againſt truth, I ſuffered myſelf to be recon- 
ducted peaceably to my fellow-prifoner, who hearing 
the particulars of my trial, lifted up his hands and eyes 
to heaven, and uttered a dreadful groan; and not da- 
ring to diſburden his thoughts to me by ſpeech, left he 
might be overheard by the centinel, burſt forth into a 
Welch fong, which he accompanied with a thoutand 
contortions of face, and violent geſtures of body. 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 


J diſcover a ſubornation againſt me, by means of a quarrel 
between two of the evidences ; in „ ee of which T 
am ſet at liberty, and prevail upon Morgan to accept of 
his freedom on the ſame terms—Mackſhane's malice— 
we arrive at Famaica, from whence, in a ſbort time, 
abe beat up to Hiſpamola, in conjunction with the Wet 
India ſquadron — be take in water, ſail again, and ar- 
rive at Carthageua reflection on our conduct there. 


EAN while, a quarrel happening between the two 
modern Greeks, the one, to be revenged of the 
other, came and diſcovered to us the myſtery of Mack- 
ſhane's dialogue, as I have explained it above. This 
detection coming to the ears of the doctor, who was 
ſenſible, that (now we were in fight of Jamaica) we 
thould have an opportunity of clearing ourſelves betore - 
a court-martial, and, at the {ame time, of making his 
malice and ignorance conſpicuous, he interceded for us 
with the captain ſo effectually, that, in a few hours, we 
were {et at liberty, and ordered to return to our duty. 
This was a happy event for me, my whole body being 
bliſtered by the fun, and my limbs benumbed by want 
of motion: But I could ſcarce perſuade the Welchman 
to accept of this indulgence, he perſiſting in his obſti- 
nacy to remain in irons until he ſhould be diſcharged 
by a court-martial, which he believed would alto do 
him juſtice on his enemies; at length I repreſented to 
him; the precarious iflue of a trial, the power and inte- 
reſt: of his adverſaries, and flattered his revenge with 
the hope of wreaking his reſentment with his own hands 
upon Mackſhane after our return to England. This laſt 
argument had more weight with him than all the reſt, 
and prevailed upon him to repair with me to the cock- 
pit, which I no ſooner entered than the idea of my de- 
parted friend preſented itſelf to my remembrance, and 
filled my eyes with tears. We diſcharged from our meſs 
the boy who had acted ſo perfidiouſſy, notwithſtanding 
his tears, intreaties, and profeſſions of penitence for 
what he had done; but not before he had confeſſed that 
the ſurgeon had bribed him to give evidence againſt us, 
with a pair of ſtockings, and a couple of old check 
Pirts, of which his ſervant had ſince plundered him. 
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TRE keys of our cheſts and lockers being ſent to us 


a by the doctor, we detained the meſſenger until we had 


examined the contents; and my fellow-mate finding all 
his Cheſhire cheeſe conſumed to a cruſt, his brandy ex- 
hauſted, and his onions gone, was ſeized with a fit of 


choler, which he diſcharged on Mackſhane's man in 


oaths and execrations, threatening to proſecute him as 
a thief. The fellow ſwore in his turn, that he never 
had the keys in his poſſeſſion till that time, when he re- 
ceived them from his maſter, with orders to deliver 


them to us. As Got is my judge (cried Morgan), and 


my ſalfation, and my witneſs, whoſoever has pilfered 
my proviſions is a louſy, peggarly, raſcally knave ! and 
by the ſoul of my grandfire ! I will impeach, and accuſe, 
and indict him of a roppery, if I did but know who he 
is. — Had this misfortune happened at ſea, where we 


could not repair the loſs, in all probability this deſcen- 


dent of Caractacus would have loft his wits entirely; but, 
when I obſerved how eaſy it would be to remedy this 
paltry miſchance, he became more calm, and recon- 
ciled himſelf to the occaſion. A little while after this 
tranſport, the ſurgeon came into the birth, under pre- 
tence of taking ſomething out of the medicine cheſt, 
and, with a ſmiling aſpect, withed us joy of our deliver- 
ance, which, he ſaid, he had been at great pains to ob- 
tain of the captain, who was very juſtly incenſed at our 
behaviour; but he (the doctor) had paſſed his word 
for our future conduct, and he hoped we ſhould give 
him no cauſe to repent of his kindneſs. He expected, 
no doubt, an acknowledgment from us for this pretend- 
ed piece of ſervice, as well as a general amneſty of what 
Was paſt; but he had to do with people who were not 
quite ſo apt to forgive injuries as he imagined, or to for- 
get, that, if our deliverance was owing to his mediation, 
our calamity was occaſioned by his malice: I therefore 
fat ſilent, while my companion anſwered, « Ay, ay, tis 
no matter. Got knows the heart there is a time for 
all things, as the wiſe man faith, there is a time for 
throwing away ſtones, and a time to gather them up a- 
gain.“ He ſeemed to be diſconcerted at this reply, and 
went away in a pet, muttering ſomething about * In- 
gratitude” and « Fellows,” of which we did not think 


fit to take any notice. 
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Our fleet having joined another that waited for us, 
lay at anchor about a month in the harbour at Port 
Royal in Jamaica, during which time ſomething of con- 
ſequence was certainly tranſacted ; notwithſtanding the 
inſinuations of ſome who affirmed we had no buſineſs at 
all in that place; that, in order to take the advantage 
of the ſeaſon proper for our enterprize, the Weſt In- 
dia ſquadron, which had previous notice of our co- 
ming, ought to have joined us at the weſt end of Hi- 
{paniola, with neceſſary ſtores and refreſhments, from 
whence we could have failed directly for Carthagena, 
before the enemy could put themſelves in a good poſ- 
ture of defence, or, indeed, have an inkling of our de- 
ſign. Be this as it will, we failed from Jamaica, and, in 
ten days or a fortnight, beat up againſt the wind as far 
as the Iſle of Vache, with an intention, as was ſaid, to 
attack the French fleet, then ſuppoſed to be lying near 
that place; but, before we arrived, they had failed for 
Europe, having firſt diſpatched an advice-boat to Car- 
thagena, with an account of our being in thoſe teas, as 
alſo of our ſtrength and deſtination. We loitered here 
ſome days longer, taking. in wood, and brackiſh water, 
in the uſe whereof, however, our admiral ſeemed to 
conſult the health of the men, by reſtricting each to a 
quart a-day. At length we et fail, and arrived in a bay 
to the windward of Carthagena, where we came to an 
anchor, and lay at our eaſe ten days longer. Here a- 
gain certain malicious people took occaſion to blame 
the conduct of their ſuperiors, by ſaying, that in ſo do- 
ing, they not. only unprofitably waſted time, which was 
very precious, conſidering the approach of the rainy 
ſeaſon, but alſo allowed the Spaniards to recollect them- 
ſelves from the terror occaſioned by the approach of an 
Engliſh fleet, at leaſt three times' as numerous as ever 
appeared in that part of the world before. But, it I 
might be allowed to give my opinion of the matter, I 
would aſcribe this delay to the generoſity of our chiefs, . 
who ſcorned to take any advantage that fortune might 
give them, even over an enemy. At laſt, however, we 
weighed, and anchored again ſomewhat nearer the har- 
bour's mouth, where we made ſhift to land our marines, 
who encamped on the beach in deſpite of the enemy's 
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ſhot, which knocked a good many of them on the head. 
This piece of conduct, in chuſing a camp under the 
walls of an enemy's fortification, which, I believe, never 
happened before, was practiſed, I prefume, with a view 
of accuſtoming the foldiers to ſtand fire, who were not 
as yet much uſed to diſcipline, moſt of them having 


been taken from the plough-tail a few months before. 


This expedient again has furniſhed matters for cenſure 
againſt the miniſtry, for ſending a few raw recruits on 
ſuch an important enterprize, while ſo many veteran 


regiments lay inactive at home: But ſurely our gover- 


nors had their reaſons for fo doing, which poſfibly may 
be diſcloſed with other fecrets of the deep. Perhaps they 
were loth to riſk their beſt troops on ſuch deſperate fſer- 
vice; or the colonels and field officers of the old corps, 


who, generally ſpeaking, enjoyed their commiſſions as 


mecures or penſions, for ſome domeſtic ſervices tender- 
ed to the court, refuſed to embark in ſuch a dangerous 
and precarious undertaking; for which refuſal, no doubt, 
they are to be much commended. 


„„ 


Our land forces being diſembarked, erect a faſcine battery 
our ſhip is ordered, with four more, to batter the fort of 
Boca Chica—Mackſhane's cowardice—the chaplain's 
phrenzy—honeſt Rattlin loſes one hand—his heroiſm, 
and reflections on the battle—Crampley's behaviour to me 
during the heat of the fight. 


UR forces being landed and ſtationed as I have 
already mentioned, ſet about erecting a faſcine 
battery to cannonade the principal fort of the enemy, 
and in ſomething more than three weeks, it was ready 
to open. That we might do the Spaniards as much 
honour as poſſible, it was determined in a council of 
war, that five of our largeſt ſhips ſhould attack the fort 
on one fide, while the battery, ſtrengthened by two 
mortars and twenty-four cohorns, ſhould ply it on the 
other. 
ACCORDINGLY the ſignal for our ſhip to engage, a- 
mong others, was hoiſted, we being advertiſed the night 
before to make every thing clear for that purpoſe ; and in 
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Jo doing a difference happened between Capt. Oakum and 
his will-beloyed couſin and counſellor Mackſhane, which 
had well nigh terminated in an open rupture. The 
doctor, who had imagined there was no more danger 
of being hurt by the enemy's ſhot in the cockpit than in 
the center of the earth, was lately informed that a ſur- 
geon's mate had been killed i in that part of the ſhip, by 
a cannon- ball from two {mall redoubts that were de- 
ſtroyed before the diſembarkation of our ſoldiers; and 
therefore inſiſted upon having a platform raiſed for the 
convenience of the ſick and wounded in the after-hold, 
where he deemed himſelf more ſecure than on the dock 
above. The captain, offended at this extraordinary 
propoſal, accuſed him of puſillanimity, and told him 
there was no room in the hold for ſuch an occaſion ; 
or, if there was, he could not expect to be indulged 
more than the reſt of the ſurgeons of the navy, who 
uſed the cockpit for that purpoſe. Fear rendering 
Mackſhane obſtinate, he perſiſted in his demand, and 
ſhewed his inſtructions, by which it was authoriſed : 
The captain ſwore theſe inſtructions were dictated by a 
parcel of lazy poltroons who were never at ſea; never- 
theleſs, he was obliged to comply, and ſent for the car- 
penter to give him orders about it: But, before any ſuch 
meaſure could be taken, our ſignal was thrown out, and 
the doctor compelled. to truſt his carcaſe in the cockpit, 
where Morgan and I were buſy in putting our inſtru- 

ments and dreflings in order. 

Oo thip, with others deſtined for this ſervice, im- 
mediately weighed, and, in leſs than half an hour, came 
to an anchor before the caſtle of Boca Chica, with a 
ſpring upon our cable; and the cannonading (which, in- 
deed, was terrible |) began. The furgeon, after having 
croſſed himſelf, fell flat on the deck; and the chaplain 
and purſer, who were ſtationed with us in quality of aſ- 
ſiſtants, followed his example, while the Welchman 
and I fat upon a cheſt looking at one another with great 
diſcompoſure, ſcarce able to refrain from the like pro- 
ſtration. And, that the reader may know it was not a 
common 8 that alarmed us thus, I muſt inform 
him of the particulars of this dreadful din that aſtoniſh= 
ed us. L he fire of the Spaniards proceeded from eigh- 
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ty-four great guns, beſide a mortar and ſmall arms, in 
Boca Chica, thirty-ſix in Fort St Joſeph, twenty in two 
faſcine batteries, and four men of war, mounting ſixty- 
four guns each. This was anſwered by our land batte- 
ry, mounted with twenty-one cannon, two mortars, and 
twenty-four cohorns, and five great ſhips of eighty or 
ſeventy guns, that fired without intermiſſion. We had 
not been many minutes engaged, when one of the ſail- 
ors brought another on his back to the cockpit, where 
he toſſed him down like a bag of oats, and pulling out 
his pouch, put a large chew of tobacco in his mouth, 

without ſpeaking a word: Morgan immediately exami- 
ned the condition of the wounded man, and cried out, 

« As I ſhall anſwer now, the man is as tead as my great 
grandfather.” —<« Dead (faid his comrade), he may be 
dead now, for aught I know, but Ill be damned if he 
was not alive when I took him up.”—50 ſaying, he was 
about to return te his quarters, when I bade him carry 
the body along with him, and throw it overboard. — 
'« D---n the body be he), I think *tis fair enough if 
I take care of my own.” My fellow-mate ſnatching up 
the ampiitation Enife, oueſue him half way up the cock- 
pit ladder, crying, You louſy rafeal, is this the church- 
yard,'or the charnel-houſe, or- the ſepulchre, or the 
Golgotha of the ſhip ?” but was ſtopped in his career by 
one calling, „Vo ho, ayaſt there ſcaldings.“ „ Scald- 
ings! (anſwered Morgan), Got knows, tis ; hot enough 
indeed: who are you?” „ Here's one,” replied the 
voice. And I immediately knew it to be that of my ho- 
neſt friend Jack Rattlin, who, coming towards me, told 
me, with great deliberation, he was come to be docked 
at laſt, and diſcovered the remains of one hand which 
had been ſhattered to pieces with a grape ſhot. I la- 
mented with unfeigned ſorrow his misfortune, which he 
bore with heroic courage, obſerving, that every ſhot had 
its commiſſion : It was well it did not take him in the 
head; or, if it had, what then? he ſhould have died 
bravely, fighting for his king and country: Death was 
a debt which every man owed, and muſt pay; and that 
now was as well as another time. I was much pleaſed 
and edified with the maxims of this ſea- philoſopher, who 
endured the amputation of his left hand . ſhrink» 
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ing; the operation being performed, at his requeſt, by 
me, after Mackſhane, who was with difficulty prevail- 
ed to lift his head from the deck, had declared there 
was a neceſſity for his loſing the limb. While I was 
employed in drefling the ſtump, I aſked Jack's opinion 
of the battle, who, ſhaking his head, frankly told me, 
he believed we ſhould do no good; © For why, becauſe 
inſtead of dropping anchor cloſe under ſhore, where we 
ſhould have had to deal with one corner of Boca Chica 
only, we had opened the harbour, and'expoſed ourſelves 
to the whole fire of the enemy from their ſhipping and 
Fort St Joſeph, as well as from the caſtle we intended 
to cannonade; that, beſides, we lay at too great a di- 
ſtance to damage the walls, and three parts in four of 
our ſhot did not take place; for there was/ ſcarce any 
body on board who underſtood the pointing of a gun. 
Ah! God help us! (continued he), if your kinſman 
Lieutenant Bowling had been here, we ſhould have had 
other gueſs work.“ By this time our patients had in- 
creaſed to ſuch a number, that we did not know which 
to begin with; and the firſt mate plainly told the ſur- 
geon, that, if he did not get up immediately, and per- 
form his duty, he would complain of his behaviour to 
the Admiral, and make application for his warrant. 
This reonſtrunce effectually rouſed Mackſhane, who 
was never deaf to an argument in which he thought his 
intereſt was concerned; he therefore roſe up, and, in 
order to ſtrengthen his reſolution, had recourſe more 
than once to a caſe- bottle of rum, which he freely com- 
municated to the chaplain and purſer, who had as much 
need of ſuch extraordinary inſpiration as himſelf: Be- 
ing thus ſupported, he went to work, and arms and 
legs were hewed down without mercy. The fumes of 
the liquor mounting into the parſon's brain, conſpired, 


with his former agitation of ſpirits, to make him quite di- 


lirious; he ſtripped himſelf to the ſkin, and beſmearing 
his body with blood, could ſcarce be with-held from 
running upon deck in that condition. Jack Rattlin, 
ſcandalized at this deportment, endeavoured to allay 


his tranſports with reaſon; but, finding all he ſaid in- 


effectual, and great confuſion occaſioned by his frolics, 
he knocked him down with his right hand, and, by 
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| threats, kept him quiet in that ſtate of humiliation, 
But it was not in the power of rum to eleyate-the pur. 
ſer, Who ſat on the floor wringing his hands, and cur- 
Gag the hour in which: he left his peaceable profeſſion 
of a brewer in Rocheſter, to engage in ſuch a life of 
terror and diſquiet. While we diverted. ourſelves at 
the expence of this poor devil, a ſhot. happened to take 
us between wind and water, and (its courſe being thro? 
the purſer's ſtore- room made a terrible havock and noiſe 
among the jars and bottles in its way, and diſconcerted 
Mackſhane ſo much, that he dropt his ſcalpel, and, 
falling down on his knees, pronounced his paterngſter 
— the purſer fell backward, and lay without ſenſe 
or motion; and the chaplain grew ſo outrageous, that 
Rattlin with one hand could not keep him under; ſo 
that we were obliged to confine him in the ſurgeon's 
cabin, where he was no doubt guilty. of a thouſand ex- 
travagances. Much about this time, my old antagoniſt 
Crampley came down, with expreſs orders, as he ſaid, 
to bring me up to the quarter-deck, to dreſs a flight 
wound the captain had received by a ſplinter;; his rea- 
ſon for honouring me in particular with this piece of 
{ervice, being, chat, in caſe I ſhould be killed or diſabled 
by the way, my death or mutilation would be of leſs 
conſequence to the ſhip's company than that of the 
doctor or his firſt mate. At another time perhaps I 
might haye diſputed this order, to which I was not 
bound to pay the leaſt regard; but as I thought my re- 
putation — BPOR FRF —— 1 was reſolved 
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* #9 leaned againſt the A. no ee faw me 
approach in my ſhirt, with the flegons tucked up to my 
arm-pits, and my hands died with blood, than he ſig- 
nified his diſpleaſure by a frown, and aſked why the 
doctor himſelf did not come? I told him Crampley had 
ſingled me out, as if by expreſs command; at which 
reply he ſeemed ſurpriſed, and threatened to puniſh the 


midſhipman for his preſumption after the engagement: 
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In the mean time I was ſent back to my ſtation, and 
ordered to tell Mackſhane, that the captain expected 
him immediately. I got ſafe back, and delivered my 
commiſſion to the doctor, who flatly refuſed to quit the 
poſt affigned to him by his inſtructions; whereupon 
Morgan, who; I believe, was jealous of my reputation 
for courage, undertook the affair, and aſcended with 
great intrepidity. The captain finding the ſurgeon ob- 
ſtinate, fuffered himſelf to be drefled, and fwore he 
would confine Mackſhane as ſoon as the ſervice ſhould 
be over. e | 
CHAPTER XXIII. : 
A breach being made in the walls, our ſoldiers give the af- 
fault, and take the place without oppoſetion—our ſailors 
. at the ſame time become maſters of all the other flrengths 
near Boca Chica, and take poſſeſſson of the harbour —the 
good confequence of this ſucceſs a move nearer the town 
AVind two forts deſerted, and the channel blocked up 
with ſunk veſſels ; which, however, we find means to 
clear land our foldiers at La Duinta—repulſe a body 
| of militia—attack the caſtle of St Lazar, and are forced 
to retreat with great loſs — the remains of our army are 
re-embarked—an effort of the admiral to take the town 
—the economy of our expedition deſcribed. 


" FT AVING cannonaded the fort during the ſpace of 
four hours, we were all ordered to flip our cables, 

and ſheer off; but next day the engagement was re- 
newed, and continued from the morning till the after- 
noon, when the enemy's fire from Boca Chica flacken- 
ed, and towards evening was quite filenced. A breach 
being made on the other ſide, by our land battery, large 
enough to admit a middle-fized baboon, provided he 
could find means to climb up to it; our general pro- 
poſed to give the aſſault that very night, and actually 
ordered a detachment on that duty: Providence ftood 
our friend upon this occaſion, and put it into the hearts 
of the Spaniards to abandon the fort, which might have 
been maintained by reſolute men tilt the day of judg- 
ment againſt all the force we could exert in the attack: 


And while our ſoldiers took poſſeſſion of the enemy's 
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ramparts, without reſiſtance, the fame good luck at- 
tended a body of ſailors, who made themſelves maſters 
of Fort St Joſeph, the faſcine batteries, and one Spaniſh 
man of war; the other three being burnt, or ſunk by 
the foe, that they might not fall into our hands. The 
taking of theſe forts, in the ſtrength of which the Spa- 
niards chiefly confided, made us maſters of the outward 
harbour, and occaſioned great joy among us; as we laid 
our accounts with finding little or no oppoſition from 
the town: And, indeed, if a few great ſhips had ſailed 
up immediately, before they had recovered from the 
confuſion and deſpair that our unexpected ſucceſs had 
produced among them, it is not impoſſible that we might 
have finiſhed the affair to our ſatisfaction, without any 
more bloodſhed ; but this ſtep our heroes diſdained, as 
a barbarous inſult over the enemy's diſtreſs, and gave 
them all the reſpite they could deſire, in order to recol- 
lect themſelves. In the mean time, Mackſhane, taking 
the advantage of this general exultation, waited on our 
captain, and pleaded his own cauſe ſo effectually that he 
was re-eſtabliſhed in his good graces; and as for Cram- 
pley, there was no more notice taken of his behaviour 
towards me during the action. But of all the confe- 
quences of the victory, none was more grateful than 
plenty of freſh water, after we had languiſhed five weeks 
on the allowance of a purſer's quart per diem for each 
man, in the Torrid Zone, where the ſun was vertical, 
and the expence of bodily fiuid ſo great, that a gallon. 
of liquor could ſcarce ſupply the waſte of twenty-four 
hours; eſpecially as our provition conſiſted of putrid 
ſalt-beef, to which the ſailors gave the name of Iriſh 
horſe; ſal· pork of New England, which, though neither 
fiſh nor fleſh, ſavoured of both; bread from the ſame 
country, every biſcuit whereof, like a piece of clock- 
work, moved by its own internal impulſe, occaſioned by 
the myriads of inſects that dwelt within it; and butter 
ſerved out by the gill, that taſted like train oil thickened 
with falt. Inſtead of ſmall beer, each man was allowed 
three hali-quarterns of brandy or rum, which were diſ- 
tributed every morning, diluted with a certain quantity 
of his water, without either ſugar or fruit to render it 
palatable ; for which reaſon, this compolition was, by 
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the ſailors, not unaptly, ſtiled Necęſity. Nor was this 
limitation of {ſimple element owing ” a ſcarcity of it on 
board, for there was at this time water enough in the 
{hip for a voyage of fix months, at the rate of half a 
gallon per day to each man: But this faſt mult (I ſuppoſe) 
have been enjoined by way of penance on. the ſhip's 
company for their ſins; or rather with a view to mor- 
tify them into a contempt of life, that they might there- 
by become more reſolute and regardleſs of danger. How 
ſimple then do thoſe people argue, who aſcribe the great 
mortality among us to our bad proviſion and want of 
water; and affirm, that a great many valuable lives 
might have been ſaved, if the uſeleſs tranſports had 
been employed in fetching freſh ſtock, turtle, fruit, and 
other refreſhments from Jamaica, and other adjacent 
iſlands, for the uſe of the army and fleet! ſeeing, it is 
to be hoped, that thoſe who died went toa better place, 
and thoſe who ſurvived were the more eaſily maintain- 
ed. After all, a ſufficient number remained to fall be- 
fore the walls of St Lazar, where they behaved like 
their own country maſtiffs, which {hut their eyes, run 
into the jaws of a bear, and have their heads cruſhed 
for their valour. 

Bo i to return to my marlin After having put 
garriſons into the forts we had taken, and re-embarked 
our ſoldiers and artillery, a piece of ſervice that detained 
us more than a week, we ventured up to the mouth of 
the inner harbour, andes by a large fortification on 
one ſide, and a ſmall redoubt on the other, both of 
which were deſerted before our approach, and the en- 
trance of the harbour blocked up by ſeveral old galleons, 
and two men of war that the enemy had funk in the 
channel. We made ſhift, however, to open a paflage 
tor ſome ſhips, that favoured a ſecond landing of our 
troops, at a place called La Quinta, not far from the 
town, where, after a faint reſiſtance from a body of 
Spaniards, who oppoſcd their diſembarkation, they en- 
camped with a deſign of beſieging the caſtle of St Lazar, 
which overlooked and commanded the city: Whether 
our renowned general had nobody in his army who knew 
how to approach it in form, or that he- truſted entire- 
ly to the fame of his arms, I ſhall not determine; but, 
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certain it is, a reſolution was taken in a council of war, 
to attack the place with muſquetry only: This was put 
in execution, and ſucceeded accordingly z ; the enemy 
giving them ſuch a hearty reception, that the greateſt 
part of the detachment took up their everlaſting reſi- 
dence on the ſpot. Our chief not reliſhing this kind of 
complaiſance in the Spaniards, was wiſe enough to re- 
treat on board with the remains of his army, which, 

from eight thouſand able men landed on the beach near 
Boca Chica, was now reduced to fifteen hundred fit for 
jervice. 'The ſick and wonnded were fqueezed into 
certain veſſels, which thence obtained the name of hoſ- 
pital ſhips, though methinks they ſcarce deferved ſuch 
a creditable title, ſeeing few of them could boaſt of their 
ſurgeon, nurſe, or cook; and the ſpace between decks 
was ſo confined, that the miſerable patients had not 
room to ſit upright in their beds. Their wounds and 
ſtumps being neglected, contracted filth and putrefac- 
tion, and millions of maggots were hatched amidſt the 
corruption of their ſores. This inhuman diſregard was 
imputed to the ſcarcity of furgeons; though it is well 
known, that every great ſhip in the fleet could have 
{pared one at leaſt for this duty; an expedient which 
would have been more than ſufficient to remove this 
ſhocking inconvenience : But, perhaps, the general was 
too much of a gentleman to aſk a favour of this kind 
from his fellow chief, who, on the other hand, would 
not derogate ſo much from his own dignity, as to ofter 
ſuch afliſtance unafked; for I may venture to affirm, 
that by this time the Demon of Diſcord, with her ſooty 
wings, had breathed her influence upon our counſels; 
and it might be faid of theſe great men (I hope they 
will pardon the compariſon), as of Cæſar and Pompey, 
the one could not brook a ſuperior, and the other was 
impatient of an equal: So that, between the pride of 
one, and inſolence of another, the enterpriſe miſearried, 

according to the proverb, „ Between two ſtools the 
backſide falls to the- ground.” Not that T would be 
thought to liken any public concern to that opprobrious 
part of the human body, though I might with truth aſ- 
fert, if I durſt uſe ſuch a vulgar idiom, that the nation 
did hang an a—ſe at its diſappointment on this occa- 
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gion; neither would I preſume to compare the capa- 
city of our heroic leaders to any ſuch wooden conve- 
nience as a joint-ſtool, or a cloſe-ſtool; but only to 
fignify, by this ſimile, the miſtake the people committed 
in truſting to the union of two inſtruments that were 
never joined. 

A Day or two after the attempt on St Lazar, the ad- 
miral ordered one of the Spaniſh men of war we had 
taken to be mounted with ſixteen guns, and manned 
with detachments-from our great ſhips, in order to bat- 


ter the town. Accordingly "the was towed into the in- 


ner harbour in the night, and moored within half a 
mile of the walls, againſt whick the began to fire at 
day-break; and continued about fix hours expoſed to 
the oppoſition of at leaſt thirty pieces of cannon, which 
at length obliged eur men to ſet her on fire, and get off 
as well as they could in their boats. This piece of 
conduct afforded matter of ſpeculation to all the wits 
either in the army or navy, who were at laſt fain to ac- 
knowledge it was a ſtroke of policy above their com- 
prehenſion. Some entertained ſuch an irreverent opi- 
nion of the admiral's underſtanding, as to think he ex- 
pected the town would ſurrender to his floating battery 
of ſixteen guns. Others imagined his idle intention was 
to try the enemy's ſtrength, by which he ſhould be able 
to compute the number of great ſhips that would be ne- 
ceflary to force the town to a capitulation : But this laſt 
conjecture ſoon appeared groundleſs, in as much as no 
ihips of any kind whatever were afterwards employed 
on that ſeryice. A third ſort ſwore, that no other 
cauſe could be aſſigned for this undertaking, than that 
which induced Don uixote to attack the windmill. 
A fourth claſs (and that the moſt numerous, though, 

without doubt, compoled of the ſanguine and malicious) 
plainly taxed this. commander with want of honeſty as 
well as ſenſe; and alledged that he ought to have facri- 
ficed private pique to the intereſt of his country; that, 
where the lives of ſo many brave fellow- citizens were 
concerned, he ought to have concurred with the gene- 
ral, without being ſolicited, or even deſired, towards 
their preſervation and advantage; that, if his arguments 


could not diſſuade him from a deſperate enterpriſe, it 
E 
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was his duty to have rendered it as practicable as ; po. 
ſible, without running extreme hazard; that this could 
have been done, with a good proſpect of ſucceſs, by or- 
dering five or ſix large thips to batter the town while 
the land forces ſtormed the caſtle; by theſe means a 
conſiderable diverſion would have been made in favour 
of thoſe troops, who, in their march to the aſſault, and 
in the retreat, ſuffered much more from the town than 
from the caſtle; that the inhabitants, ſeeing themſelves 
vigoroutly attacked on all hands, would have been di- 
vided, diſtracted, and confuſed, and, in all probability, 
unable to reſiſt the aſſailants. But all theſe ſuggeſtions 
ſurely proceeded from ignorance and malevolence, or 
elſe the admiral would not have found it ſuch an eaſy 
matter, at his return to England, to juſtify his conduct 
to a miniſtry at once ſo upright and diſcerning. True 
it is, that thoſe who undertock to vindicate him on the 
{pot, aſſerted that there was not water enough for our 
great ſhips near the town; though this was a little un- 
fortunately urged, becauſe there happened to be pilots 
in the fleet perfectly well acquainted with the ſoundings 
of the harbour, who aflirmed there was water enough 
for five eighty gun ſhips to lie abreaſt, almoſt up at the 
very walls, The diſappointments we ſuffered occaſioned 
an univerſal dejection; which was not at all alleviated by 
the objects that daily and hourly entertained our eyes, 
nor by the proſpect of what muſt have inevitably hap- 
pened, had we remained much longer in this place. 
Such was the ceconomy in ſome ſhips, that, rather than 
be at the trouble of i interring the dead, the commanders 
ordered their men to throw their bodies overboard, 
many without either ballait or winding- ſheet; ſo that 
numbers of human carcaies floated in the harbour, un- 
til they were devoured by tharks and carrion crows 
which afforded no agrecable ſpectacle to thoſe who ſur- 
vived. At the ſame time the wet ſeaſon began, during 
which a deluge of rain falls from the riſing to the ſet- 
ting of the ſun without intermiſlion z and that no 
1oner 805 „than it begins to thunder and lighten 
with ſuch onal fla thing, that one can ſce to read 2 
very 1h 210 print by the illumination, 
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An epidemic fever rages among ub abandon our con- 
queſts —1 am ſeized with the diſtemper; write a petition 
70 the captain, which is rejefed—1 am in danger of ſuf= 
facation through the malice of Crampley ; and relieved by 

à ſerjeant—my fever increaſes—the chaplain wants to 
confeſs me—T obtain a favourable criſis —Morgan's a 
fection for me proved—the behaviaur of Mackſhane and 
Crampley towards me—Captain Oakum is removed into 
another / ſhip with his beloved doftor—our new captain 
deſcribed—an adventure of Morgan. | 


"THE change of the atmoſphere, occaſioned by this 
phznomenon, conſpired with the ftench that ſur- 
rounded us, the heat of the climate, our own conſtitu- 
tions impoveriſhed by bad proviſions, and our deſpair, 
to introduce the bilious fever among us, which raged. 
with ſuch violence, that three fourths of thoſe whom it 
invaded died in a deplorable manner; the colour of 
their ſkin being, by the extreme putrefaction of the 
Juices, changed into that of ſoot. | | 
OvR conductors, finding things in this ſituation, per- 
ceived it was high time to relinquiſh our conqueſts ; and 
this we did, after having rendered their artillery uſeleſs, 
and blown up their walls with gunpowder. Juſt as we 
ſailed from Boca Chica on our return to Jamaica, I 


found myſelf threatened with the ſymptoms of this ter- 


rible diſtemper; and knowing very well that I ſtood no 
chance for my life, if I thould be obliged to lie in the 
cockpit, which by this time was grown intolerable even 
to people in health, by rcaton of the heat and unwhole- 


{ome ſmell of decayed proviſion, I wrote a petition to 


the captain, repreſenting my cate, and humbly implo- 
ring his permiſſion to lie among the ſoldiers in the 
middle deck, for the benefit of the air: But I might 
have ſpared myſelf the trouble; for this humane com- 
mander refuſed my requelt, and ordered me to continue 
in the place allotted tor the ſurgeon's mates, or elle to 
be contented to lie in the hoſpital, which, by the bye, 
was three degrees more offenſive and more ſuffocating 


than our own birth below. Another in my condition, 


perhaps, would have ſubmitted to his fate, and died in 
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a pet; but I could not brook the thoughts of periſhing 
ſo pitifully, after I had weathered ſo many gales of hard 
fortune: I therefore, without minding Oakum's injunc- 
tion, prevailed upon the ſoldiers (whoſe good will I had 
acquired) to admit my hammock among them ; and ac- 
tually congratulated myſelf upon my comfortable ſitua- 
tion; which Crampley no ſooner underſtood, than he 
Genified to the captain my contempt of his orders, and 
was inveſted with the power to turn me down again in- 
to my proper habitation. 'This barharous piece of re- 
venge incenſed me ſo much againſt the author, that I 
vowed, with bitter imprecations, to call him to a ſevere 
account, if ever it ſhould be in my power; and the agi- 
tation of my ſpirits inercaſed my fever to a violent de- 
gree. While I lay gaſping for breath in this infernal 
abode, I was viſited by a ſerjeant, the bones of whoſe 
noſe I had reduced and ſet to rights, after they had 
been demoliſhed by a ſplinter during our laſt engage- 
ment. He being informed of my condition, offered me 
the uſe of his birth in the middle deck, which was in- 
cloſed with canvas, and well aired by a port-hole that 
remained open within it. I embraced this propoſal 
with joy, and was immediately conducted to the place, 
where I was treated, while my illneſs laſted, with the 
utmoſt tenderneſs and care by this grateful balberdier, 
who had no other bed for himſelf than a hencoop, du- 
ring the whole paſſage. Here I lay and enjoyed the 
breeze; notwithſtanding which, my malady gained 
ground, and at length my life was deſpaired of, though 
I never loſt hopes of recovery, even when J had the 
mortification to ſee, from my cabin window, fix or ſe- 
ven thrown overboard every day, who died of the fame 
diſtemper. This confidence, I am perſuaded, conduced 
a great deal to the preſervation of my life, eſpecially 
when joined to another reſolution I took at the begin- 
ning, namely, to refuſe all medicine, which I could not 
help thinking co-operated with the diſeaſe, and, inſtead 
of reſiſting putrefaction, promoted a total degeneracy of 
the vital fluid. When my friend Morgan, therefore, 
brought his diaphoretic boluſes, I put them in my 
mouth, tis true, but without any intention of ſwallow- 
ing chem; and, when he went away, ſpit them out, and 
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waſhed my mouth with water-gruel: I feemingly com- 
plied in this manner, that I might not affront the blood 
of Caractacus, by a refuſal which might have intimated 
a diffidence of his phyſical capacity; for he ated as my 
phyſician, Doctor Mackſhane never once enquiring a- 
bout me, or even knowing where I was. When my diſ- 
temper was at the height, Morgan thought my cafe de- 
ſperate; and, after having applied a bliſter to the nape 
of my neck, fqueezed my hand, bidding me, with a wo- 
ful countenance, recommend myſelf to Got and my Re- 
teemer; then taking his leave, deſired the chaplain to 
come and adminiſter fome ſpiritual conſolation to me; 
but before he arrived, I made ſhift to rid myſelf of the 
troubleſome application the Welchman had beftowed 
on my back. The parſon having felt my pulfe, enqui- 
red into the nature of my complaints, hemmed a little, 
and began thus: © Mr Random, God out of his infinite 
mercy hath been pleaſed to viſit you with a dreadful 
_ diftemper, the iſſue of which no man knows. You may 
be permitted to recover, and live many days on the face 
of the earth; and, which is more probable, you may be 
taken away and cut off in the flower of your youth: It 
is mcumbent on you, therefore, to prepare for the great 
change, by repenting ſincerely of your fins; of this 
there cannot be a greater ſign, than an ingenuous con- 
feffion, which I conjure you to make, without heſita- 
tion, or mental reſervation; and when I am convinced 
of your fincerity, I will then give you ſuch comfort as 
the fituation of your ſoul will admit of. Without doubt, 
you have been guilty of numberlefs tranſgreſſions to 
which youth is ſubject, as ſwearing, drunkenneſs, whore- 
dom, and adultery ; tell me, therefore, without reſerve, 
the particulars of each, eſpecially of the laft, that I may 
be acquainted with the true ftate of your conſcience : 
For no phyſician will preſcribe for his patient until he 
knows the circumitances of his diſeaſe.“ As I was not 
under any apprehenſions of death, I could not help 
ſmiling at the doctor's inquiſitive remonſtrance, which 
T told him favoured more of the Roman than of the 
Proteſtant church, in recommending auricular confeſ- 
Hon; a thing, in my opinion, not at all neceſſary to ſal- 
vation, and which, for that reaſon, I declined. This 
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reply diſconcerted him a little ; however, he explained 
away his meaning, in making learned diſtinctions be- 
tween what was abſolutely neceflary, and what was only 
convenient; then proceeded to aſk what religion J pro- 
tefled : I anſwered, that I had not as yet confidered the 
difference of religions, conſequently had not fixed on 
any one in particular, but that I was bred a Preſbyte- 
rian. At this word the chaplain exprefled great aſto- 
niſhment, and ſaid he could not comprehend how a 
Preſbyterian was entitled to any poſt under the Engliſh 
government. Then he aſked if I had ever received the 
facrament, or taken the oaths; to which queſtions I re- 
plying in the negative, he held up his hands, aſſured 
me he could do me no ſervice, withed I might not be 
in a ſtate of reprobation, and returned to his meſs- 
mates, who were making merry in the ward-room, 
round a table well ſtored with bumbo * and wine. This 
inſinuation, terrible as it was, had not ſuch an effect 
upon me as the fever, which, ſoon after he had left me, 
grew outrageous; I began to ſee ſtrange chimeras, and 
concluded myſelf on the point of becoming delirious ; 
In the mean time, being in great danger of ſuffocation, 
I ſtarted up in a kind of frantic fit, with an intention 
to plunge myſelf into the ſea; and as my friend the 
ſerjeant was not preſent, would certainly have cooled 
myſelf to ſome purpole, had I not perceived a moiſture 
upon my thigh, as I endeavoured to get out of my ham- 
mock : 'The appearance of this revived my hopes, and I 
had reflection and reſolution enough to take the advan- 
tage of this favourable ſymptom, by tearing the ſhirt 
from my body, and the ſheets from my bed, and wrap- 
ping myſelf in a thick blanket, in which incloſure, for 
about a quarter of an hour, I felt. the pains of hell; but 
it was not long before I was recompenſed for my ſuffer- 
ing by a profuſe iweat, that, burſting from the whole 
ſurface of my ſkin, in leſs than two hours relieved me 
from all my complaints, except that of weakneſs; and 
left me as hungry as a kite. I enjoyed a very comfort- 
able nap, after which I was regaling myſelf with the 
agrecable reverie of my future happinets, when I heard 


* Bumho is a liquor compoſed of rum, ſugar, water, and nutmeg» 
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Morgan, on. the outſide of the curtain, aſk the ſerjeant, 
if I was alive ſtill ? „Alive! (cried the other), God for- 
bid he ſhould be otherwiſe ! he has lain quiet theſe five 
Hours, and I do not chuſe to diſturb him, for ſleep will 
do him great ſervice.” „ Aye, ſaid my fellow-mate, 
he fleeps ſo found (look yon), that he will never waken 
till the great trump blows. Got be merciful to his ſoul l 
He has paid his debt like an honeſt man. Aye, and 
moreover he is at reſt from all perſecutions, and troubles, 
and afflictions, of which, Got knows, and I know, he 
had his own ſhare. Ochree! Ochree! he was a promi- 
ſing youth indeed.” So faying, he groaned grievoully, 
and began to whine in ſuch a manner, as perſuaded me 
he had a real friendſhip for me. The ſerjeant, alarmed 
at his words, came into the birth, and while he looked 
upon me, I ſmiled, and tipped him the wink; he im- 
mediately gueſſed my meaning, and, remaining ſilent, 
Morgan was confirmed in his opinion of my being dead; 
whereupon he approached with tears in his eyes, in or- 
der to indulge his grief with the ſight of the object: 
And I counterfeited death ſo well, by fixing my eyes, 
and dropping my under jaw, that he faid, « There he 
lies, no petter than a lump of clay, Got help me;“ and 
obſerved, by the diſtortion of my face, that I muſt have 
had a ſtrong ſtruggle. I ſhould not have been able to con- 
tain myſelf much longer, when he began to perform the 
laſt duty of a friend, in cloſing my eyes and my mouth; 
upon which I ſuddenly ſnapped at his fingers, and diſ- 
compoſed him ſo much, that he ſtarted back, turned 
pale as aſhes, and ſtared like the picture of Horror. 
Although I could not help laughing at his appearance, 
was concerned for his ſituation, and ſtretched out my 
hand, telling him, I hoped to live and eat ſome ſalma- 
gundy of his making in England. It was ſome time be- 
tore he could recollect himſelf fo far as to feel my pulſe, 
and enquire into the particulars of my diſeaſe : But 
when he found I had enjoyed a favourable criſis, he 
congratulated me upon my good fortune, not failing to 
aſcribe it, under Got, to the bliſter he had applied to 
my back, at his laſt viſit, which, by the bye, ſaid he, 
muſt now be removed and drefied. He was actually 
going to fetch dreflings, when I, feigning aſtaniſhment, 
Vo. I. . 
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ſaid, 0 Bleſs me ſure you never applied a bliſter to 
me; there is nothing on my back, I aſſure you.“ But 
he could not be convinced till he * examined it, and 
then endeavoured to conceal his confuſion, by expreſ. 
fing his ſurpriſe in. finding the ſkin untouched, and the 

laſter miſſing. In order to excuſe myſelf for paying 
Fo little regard to his preſcription, I pretended to have 
been inſenſible when it was put on, and to have pulled 
it off afterwards in a fit of delirium. * This apology ſa- 
tisfied my friend, who on this occaſion abated a good 
deal of his ſtiffneſs in regard to punctilio; and as we 
were now ſafely arrived at Jamaica, where I had. the 
benefit of freſh proviſions, and other refreſhments, I 
recovered ſtrength every day, and, in a ſhort time, my 
health and vigour were perfectly re-eſtabliſhed. When 
I got up at firſt, and was juſt able to crawl about the 
deck with a ſtaff in my hand, I met Doctor Mackſhane, 
who paſſed by me with a diſdainful look, and did not 
vouchſafe to honour me with one word. After him 
came Crampley, who, itrutting up to me, with a fierce 
countenance, pronounced, „ Here's fine diſcipline on 
board, when ſuch lazy ſkulking ſons of bitches as you 
are allowed, on pretence of ſickneſs, to lollop at your 
eaſe, while your betters are kept to hard duty!“ The 
fight and behaviour of this malicious ſcoundrel enraged 
me ſo much, that I could ſcarce refrain from laying my 
cudgel acroſs his pate; but when I conſidered my pre- 
ſent feebleneſs, and the enemies I had in the ſhip, who 
wanted only a pretence to ruin me, I reſtrained my paſ- 
ſion, and contented myſelf with telling him, I had not 
forgot his infolence and malice, and that I hoped we 
ſhould meet one day on ſhore, At this declaration he 
grinned, ſhook his fiſt, and ſwore he longed for nothing 
more than ſuch an opportunity. 

Mean while our ſhip was ordered to be heaved 
down, victualled, and watered, for her return to Eng- 
land; and our captain, for ſome reaſon or other, not 
Chinking it convenient for him to reviſit his native 
ccuntry at this time, exchanged with a gentleman, who, 
on the other hand, wiſhed for nothing ſo much, as to be 
ſafe without the tropic; all his care and tenderneſs of 
himſelf being infufficient to preſerve his complexiop 
from the injuries ob the tun and weather, 
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Ox tyrant having left the ſhip, and carried his fa- 
vourite Mackſhane along with him, to my inexpreſſible 
ſatisfaction, our new commander came on board in a 
ten-oared barge, overſhadowed with a vaſt umbrella, 
and appeared in every thing the reverſe of Oakum, be- 
ing a tall, thin, young man, dreſſed in this manner: A 
white hat, garniſhed with a red feather, adorned his 
head, from whence his hair flowed upon his ſhoulders, 
in ringlets, tied behind with a ribbon. His coat, con- 
ſifting of pink-coloured ſilk lined with white, by the 
elegance of the cut retired backward, as it were to diſ- 
cover a White ſattin waiſtcoat embroidered with gold, 
unbuttoned at the upper part to diſplay a broach {et 
with garnets, that glittered in the breaſt of his ſhirt, 
which was of the fineſt cambric, edged with right 
Mechlin. The knees of his crimſon velvet breeches 
ſcarcely deſcended fo low as to meet his ſilk ſtockings, 
which roſe without ſpot or wrinkle on his meagre legs, 
from ſhoes of blue Meroquin, ſtudded with diamond 
buckles, that flamed forth rivals to the ſun! A ſteel- 
hilted fword, mlaid with gold, and decked with a knot 
of ribbon which fell down in a rich taſſel, equipped his 
fide; and an amber-headed cane hung dangling from 
his wriſt. But the moſt remarkable parts of his furni- 
ture were, a maſk on his face, and white gloves on his 
hands, which did not ſeem to be put on with an inten- 
tion to be pulled off occaſionally, but were fixed with a 
curious ring on the little finger of each hand. In this 
garb Captain Whiffle (for that was his name) took poſ- 
ſeſſion of the ſhip, ſurrounded with a crowd of atten- 
dants, all of whom, in their different degrees, ſeemed 


to be of their patron's diſpoſition ; and the air was ſa 


impregnated with perfumes, that one may venture to af- 
firm the clime of Arabia Fœlix was not half ſo {weet- 
icented. My fcllow-mate, obſerving no ſurgeon among 
his train, thought he had found an occaſion too favour- 
able for himſelf to be neglected; and remembering the 
old proverb, “ Spare to ſpeak, and ſpare to ipeed,” re- 
ſolved to ſolicit the new captain's intereſt immediately, 


before any other ſurgeon could be appointed for the 


ſhip. With this view, he repaired to the cabin in his 
ordinary dreſs, conſiſting of a check ſhirt and trow- 
| 1 | 
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ſers, a brown linen waiſtcoat, and a night-cap of the 
ſame (neither of them very clean), which, for his fu- 
ture misfortune, happened to ſmell ſtrong of tobacco. 
Entering without any ceremony into this ſacred place, 
he found Captain Whiffle repoſing on a couch, with a 
wrapper of fine chintz about his body, and a muſlin cap 
bordered with lace about his head; and after ſeveral 
low conges, began in this manner: « Sir, I hope you 
will forgive, and excuſe, and pardon the preſumption of 
one who has not the honour of being known unto you, 
but who is, nevertheleſs, a ſhentleman porn and pred, 
and moreover has had misfortunes, Got help me, in 
the world.“ Here he was interrupted by the captain, 


who, on ſeeing him, had ſtarted up with great amaze- 


ment at the novelty of the apparition z and having re- 
collected himſelf, pronounced, with a look and tone ſig- 
nifying diſdain, curioſity, and ſurpriſe, “ Zauns] who 
art thou?“ « I am ſurgeon's firſt mate on board of this 
ſhip (replied Morgan), and I moſt vehemently deſire 
and beſeech you, with all ſubmiſſion, to be pleaſed to 
condefcend and vouchſafe to enquire into my character, 
and my pehaviour, and my deſerts, which, under Got, 
I hope, will entitle me to the vacancy of ſurgeon.” 
As he proceeded in his ſpeech, he continued advan- 
cing towards the captain, whoſe noſtrils were no ſoon- 


er ſaluted with the aromatic flavour that exhaled 


from him, than he cried with great emotion, « Heaven 
preſerve me] I am ſuffocated! Fellow, fellow, away 
with thee. Curſe thee, fellow ! get thee gone. I ſhall 
be ſtunk to death!” At the noiſe of his outcries, his 
ſervants ran into his apartment, and he accoſted them 
thus: « Villains | cut-throats ! traitors! I am betrayed ! 
I am ſacrificed !—Will you not carry that monſter away? 
or muſt I be ſtifled with the ſtench of him! oh! oh!” 
With theſe interjections, he funk down upon his ſettee 


in a fit; his valet de chambre plied him with a ſmelling 


bottle, one footman chafed his temples with Hungary 
water, another ſprinkled the floor with ſpirits of laven- 
der, a third puſhed Morgan out of the cabin; who, 
coming to the place where I was, ſat down with a de- 
mure countenance, and, according to his cuſtom, when: 
he received any indignity which he durſt not revenge, 
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began to ſing a Welch ditty. I gueſſed he was under 
ſome agitation of ſpirits, and deſired to know the cauſe; 
but, inſtead of anſwering me directly, he aſked with 


great emotion, if I thought him a monſter and a ſtink=- 


ard? A monſter and a ſtinkard (ſaid I, with ſome ſur- 
priſe), did any body call you fo?” „ Got is my judge 


(replied he), Captain Fifle did call me both ; aye, and 


all the water in the Tawy will not waſh it out of my re- 
membrance. I do affirm, and avouch, and maintain, 
with my ſoul, and my pody, and my plood, look you, 
that I have no ſmells about me, but ſuch as a Chriſtian 
ought to have, except the effluvia of tobacco, which is 
a cephalic, odoriferous, aromatic herb, and he is a fon 
of a mountain-goat who ſays otherwiſe. As for my be- 
ing a monſter, let that be as it is: I am as Got was 
pleaſed to create me, which, peradventure, is more than 
I ſhall aver of him who gave me that title; for I will 
proclaim it before the world, that he is diſguiſed, and 
transfigured, and tranſmographied with affectation and 
whimſies, and that he is more like a papoon than one 
of the human race.” 


| CHAPTER MAV. | 
Captain Whiffle ſends for me—his ſituation deſcribed—his 


ſurgeon arrives, preſcribes for him, and puts him to bed 
a bed is put up for Mr Simper contiguous to the ſtate- 
room, which, with other parts of the captain's behaviour, 
gives the ſhip's company a very unfavourable idea of their 
commander ] am detained in the Weſt-Indies by the 
admiral, and go on board of the Lizard ſloop of war in 
quality of ſurgeon's mate, where I make myſelf known to 
the ſurgeon, who treats me very kindly—1 go on ſhore, 
fell my ticket, purchaſe neceſſaries, and, at my return on 


beard, am ſurpriſed at the fight of Crampley, who is 


appointed lieutenant of the floop—we ſail on a cruize— 
take a prize, in which J arrive at Port Morant, under 
the command of my meſs-mate, with whom 1 live in great 
harmony. | | 


E was going on with an eulogium upon the cap- 
tain, when J received a meſſage to clean myſelf, 
and go up to the great cabinz and with this com- 
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mand I inftantly complied, ſweetening myſelf witls 
roſe- water from the medicine-cheſt. When I entered 
the room, I was ordered to ſtand by the door, until 
Captain Whiffle had reconnoitred me at a diſtance with 
a ſpy glaſs. He having conſulted one ſenſe in this man- 
ner, bade me advance gradually, that his noſe might 
have intelligence, before it could be much offended : 
I therefore approached with great caution and ſucceſs, 
and he was pleaſed to ſay, „Aye, this creature is to- 
lerable.” I found him lolling on his conch with a lan- 
guiſhing air, his head fupported by his valet de chambre, 
who, from time to time, applied a ſmelling bottle to his 
noſe, ( Vergette, (ſaid he, in a ſqueaking tone), doſt 
thou think this wretch (meaning me) will do me no in- 
jury? may I venture to ſubmit my arm to him?” « Pon 
my vord, (replied the valet), I do tink dat dere be great 
occaſion for your honour loſing one {mall quantite of 
blodt; and the young man ave quelque choſe of de 
bonne mien.” „ Well then (ſaid his maſter), I think 
I muſt venture.” Then, addrefling himſelf to me, 
« Haſt thou ever blooded any body but brutes ? But 
I need not aſk thee, for thou wilt tell me a moſt dam- 
nable lie.” 4 Brutes, Sir, (anſwered I, pulling down 
his glove, in order to feel his pulſe), I never meddle 
with brutes.” „ What the devil art thou about? 
{cried he), doſt thou intend to twiſt off my hand ? God's 
curſe! my arm is benumbed up to the very ſhoulder ! 
Heaven have mercy upon me! muſt I periſh under the 
hands of ſavages? What an unfortunate dog was I, 
to come on board without my own ſurgeon, Mr Sim- 
per!“ I craved pardon for having handled him fo rough- 
iy, and, with the utmoſt care and tenderneſs, tied up 
his arm with a fillet of filk. While I was feeling for 
the vein, he deſired to know how much blood I intend- 
ed to take from him, and when I anſwered, „ Not a- 
bove twelve ounces,” ſtarted up with a look full of hor- 
ror, and bade me begone, {wearing I had a deſign upon 
his life. Vergette appeaſed him with difficulty, and 
opening a bureau, took out a pair of ſcales, in one of 
which was placed a ſmall cup; and putting them into 
my hand, told me, the captain never loſt above an ounce 
and three drachms at one time. While I prepared for 
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this important evacuation, there came into the cabin a 
young man gayly dreſſed, of a very delicate complexion, 
with a kind of languid ſmile on his face, which ſcemed 
to have been rendered habitual by a long courſe of af- 
fectation. The captain no ſooner perceived him, than 
riſing haſtily, he flew into his arms, crying, « O ! my 
dear Simper | I ain exceſſively diſordered ! I have been 
betrayed, frighted, murdered by the negligence of my 
ſervants, who ſuffered a beaſt, a mule, a bear to ſurpriſe 
me, and ſtink me into convulſions with the fumes of 
tobacco.” Simper, who by this time, I found, was o- 
bliged to art for the clearneſs of his complexion, aſſum- 
ed an air of ſoftneſs and ſympathy, and lamented with 
many tender expreſſions of torrow, the ſad accident that 
had thrown him into that condition; then feeling his 
patient's pulſe on the outſide of his glove, gave it as his 
opinion, that his diſorder was entirely nervous, and that 
ſome drops of tincture of caſtor, and liquid laudanum 


would be of more ſervice to him than bleeding, by 


bridling the inordinate ſallies of his ſpirits, and com- 
poſing the fermentation of his bile. I was therefore 
ſent to prepare this preſcription, which was adminiſter- 
ed in a glaſs of ſack poſſet; after the captain had been 
put to bed, and orders ſent to the officers on the quar- 
ee to let no body walk on that fide under which, 
he lay. | | | 
WHILE the captain enjoyed his repoſe, the doctor 
watched over him, and indeed became ſo neceflary, that 
a cabin was made for him contiguous to the ſtate-room, 
where Whiffle ſlept, that he might be at hand in caſe 
of accidents in the night, Next day, our commander 
being happily recovered, gave orders, that none of the 
lieutenants ſhould appear upon deck without a wig, 
{word, and ruffles ; nor any midſhipman, or other petty 
officer, be ſeen with a check ſhirt, or dirty linen. He 
_ alſo prohibited any perſon whatever, except Simper, and 
his own ſervants, from coming into the great cabin, 
without firſt ſending in to obtain leave. "Theſe ſingular 
regulations did not prepoſſeſs the ſhip's company in his 
favour ; but, on the contrary, gave ſcandal an oppor- 
tunity to be very buſy with his character, and accuſe 
him of maintaining a correſpondence with his furgeon 
pot fit to be named. 
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In a few weeks our ſhip being under failing orders, 
I was in hope of reviſiting my native country in a very 
ſhort time, when the admiral's ſurgeon came on board, 
and ſending for Morgan and me to the quarter-deck, 
gave us to underſtand there was a great ſcarcity of ſur- 
geons in the Weſt-Indies; that he was commanded to 
detain one mate out of every great ſhip that was bound 
for England; and defired us to agree between ourſelves, 
before the next day at that hour, which of us ſhould 
ſtay behind, We were thunderſtruck at this propofal, 
and ſtared at one another ſome time without ſpeaking 
at length the Welchman broke filence, and offered to 
remain in the Weſt-Indies, provided the admiral would 
give him a ſurgeon's warrant immediately : But he was 
told there was no want of chief ſurgeons, and that he 
muſt be contented with the ſtation of mate, till he ſhould 
be further provided for in due courſe : Whereupon 
Morgan flatly refuſed to quit the ſhip for which the 
Commiſſioners of the Navy had appointed him ; and 
the other told him as plainly, that if we could not de- 
termine the affair by ourſelves before to-morrow morn- 
ing, he muſt caſt lots, and abide by his chance. When 
I recalled to my remembrance the miſeries I had un- 
dergone in England, where I had not one friend to 
promote my intereſt, or favour my advancement in the 
navy, and, at the ſame time, reflected on the preſent 
dearth of ſurgeons in the Weſt-Indies, and the un- 
healthineſs of the climate, which every day almoſt re- 
duced the number, I could not help thinking my ſuc- 
ceſs would be much more certain and expeditious, by 
my. ſtaying where I was, than by returning to Europe. 
I therefore reſolved to comply with a good grace, and 
next day, when we were ordered to throw dice, told 
Morgan, he needed not 'trouble himſelf, for I would 
voluntarily ſubmit to the admiral's pleaſure. This frank 
declaration was commended by the gentleman, who at- 
ſured me, it ſhould not fare the worſe with me for my 
reſignation. Indeed, he was as good as his word, and 
that very afternoon procured a warrant, appointing me 
{urgeon's mate of the Lizard ſloop of war, which put 
me on a footing with every firſt mate in the ſervice. 


Mr ticket being made out, I put my cheſt and bed» 


— 
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ding on board a canoe that lay along-fide, and having 
ſhook hands with my truity friend the ſerjeant, and 
honeſt Jack Rattlin, who was bound for Greenwich 
hoſpital, I took my leave of Morgan with many tears, 
after we had exchanged our ſleeve-buttons as remem- 
brancers of each other. Having preſented my new war- 
rant to the captain of the Lizard, I enquired for the 
doctor, whom I no ſooner ſaw; than I recollected him 


to be one of thoſe young fellows with whom I had been 


committed to the round=houſe, during our frolic with 
Jackſon, as I have related before. He received me 
with a good deal of courteſy, and when I put him in 
mind of our former acquaintanee, expreſſed great joy at 
ſeeing me again, and recommended me to an exceeding 
good meſs, compoſed of the gunner and maſter's mate. 
As there, was not one ſick perſon in the ſhip, I got leave 
to go athore next day with the gunner, who recom- 
mended me to a Jew that bought my ticket at the rate 


of 40 per cent. diſcount; and having furniſhed myſelf 


with what neceſſaries I wanted, returned on board in 
the evening, and, to my ſurpriſe, found my old anta- 
goniſt Crampley walking upon deck. Though I did 
not fear his enmity, I was thocked at his appearance, 
and communicated my ſentiments on that ſubject to Mr 
Tomlins the ſurgeon, who told me that Crampley, by 
dint of ſome friends about the admiral, had procured a 
commiſſion, conſtituting him lieutenant on board the 
Lizard; and adviſed me, now he was my ſuperior offi- 
cer, to behave with ſome reſpect towards him, or elſe 
he would find a thouſand opportunities of uſing me ill. 
This advice was a bitter potion to nie, whom pride and 
reſentment had rendered utterly incapable of the leaſt 
ſubmiſſion to, or even of a reconciliation with, the 
wretch who had on many occaſions treated me to inhu- 
manly : However, I reſolved to have as little connection 
as poſſible with him, and to ingratiate myſelf as much 
as I could with the reſt of the officers, whole friendſhip 
might be a bulwark to defend me from the attempts of 
his malice. | | 

Ix leſs than a week we ſailed on a cruize, and, ha- 
ving weathered the eaſt end of the iſland, had the good 


fortune to take a Spaniſh barcolongo, with her prize, 
Vo“. I. G g 
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which was an Engliſh ſhip bound for Briſtol that failed 
from Jamaica a fortnight before, without convoy. All 
the prifoners who were well we put on ſhore on the 
north ſide of the iſland ; the prizes were manned with 
Engliſhmen, and the NR, of the barcolongo given 
to my friend the maſter's mate, with orders to carry 
them into Port Morant, and there to remain until the 
Lizard's cruize ſhould be ended, at which time ſhe 


would touch at the fame place in her way to Port Roy- 


al. With him I was ſent to attend the wounded Spa- 
niards as well as Engliſhmen, who amounted to fixteen, 
and to take care of them on fhore, in a houſe that was 
to be hired as an hoſpital. This deſtination gave me a 
great deal of pleaſure, as I ſhould for ſome time be freed 
from the arrogance. of Crampley, whoſe inveteracy a- 
gainſt me had already broke out on two or three occa- 
fions ſince he was become a lieutenant, My meſs-mate, 
who very much reſembled my uncle, both in figure and 
diſpoſition, treated me on board of the prize with the 
atmoſt civility and confidence; and, among other fa- 
vours, made me a preſent of a filver-hilted hanger, and 
a pair of piſtols mounted with the fame metal, which 
fell to his ſhare in plundering the enemy. We arrived 
ſafely at Morant, and going on ſhore, pitched upon an 
empty ſtorehouſe, which we hired for the reception of 


the wounded, who were brought to it next day, with 


beds and other neceſſaries; and four of the ſhip's com- 
pany e to attend them and obey me. 


CHAPTER XXXVI. 


A firange adventure in conſequence of which I am ex- 
tremely happy Crampley does me ill offices with the cap- 
tain : But his malice is defeated by the good nature and 
Friendſhip of the ſurgeon—ae return to Port Royal—our 
captain gets the command of a larger ſhip, and is ſucceed- 


ed by an old man Brayl is provided for —awe receive or- 
ders to fail for England. 


V {prom my patients were all in a fair way, my 

companion and commander, whoſe name was 
Brayl, carried me up the country to the houſe of a rich 
planter, with whom he was acquainted ; where we were.. 
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ſumptuouſly entertained, and, in the evening, ſet out 


on our return to the ſhip. When we had walked a- 


bout a mile by moon: light, we perceived a horſeman 
behind us, who, coming up, wiſhed us good even, and 
aſked which way we went: His voice, which was quite 
familiar to me, no ſooner ſtruck my ear, than, in ſpite 
of all my reſolution and reflection, my hair briſtled up, 
and I was ſeized with a violent fit of trembling, which 
Brayl miſinterpreting, bade me be under no concern. I 
told him he was miſtaken in the cauſe of my diforder ; 
and, addreſſing myſelf to the perſon on horſeback, ſaid, 


« I could have ſworn by your voice, that you was a dear 


friend of mine, if I had not been certain of his death.” 
To this addreſs, after ſome pauſe, he replied, “ There 
are many voices as well as faces that reſemble one ano- 
ther; but pray, what was your friend's name?“ I ſa- 
tisfied him in that particular, and gave a ſhort detail of 
the melancholy fate of Thomſon, not without many 
ſighs and ſome tears. A ſilence enſued, which laſted 
ſome minutes, and then the converſation turned on dif- 
ferent ſubjects, till we arrived at a houſe on the road, 
where the horſeman alighted, and begged with fo much 
earneſtneſs,, that we would go in and drink a bowl of 
punch with him, that we could not reſiſt. But if I was 
alarmed at his voice, what muſt my amazement be, 
when I diſcovered by the light the very perſon of my 
lamented friend ! Perceiving my confuſion, which was 
extreme, he claſped me in his arms, and bedewed my 
face with tears. It was ſome time ere I recovered the 
uſe of my reaſon, overpowered with this event, and 
longer ſtill before I could'ſpeak. So that all IJ was ca- 
pable of was to return his embraces, and to mingle the 
overflowings of my joy with his; whilit honeſt Brayl, 


affected with the ſcene, wept as faſt as either of us, and 


fignified his participation of our happinets, by hugging 
us both, and capering about the room like a madman. 
At length I retrieved the uſe of my tongue, and cried, 
« Is it poſſible, can you be my friend Thomſon? No 
certainly, alas! he was drowned ! and I am now under 


the deception of a dream!“ He was at great pains to 


convince me of his being the individual perſon whom 1 


regreted, and, bidding me fit down and compole my- 
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ſelf, . to explain his ſudden diſappearance from 
the Thunder, and to account for his being at preſent in 
the land of the living. This taſk he acquitted himfelf 


of, after I had drank a glaſs of punch, and recollected 
my ſpirits, by informing us, that, with a determination 


to rid himſelf of a miſerable exiſtence, he had gone in 
the night-time to the head, while the ſhip-was on her 
way, from whence he dipped down as foftly as he could 
by the bows into the ſea, where, after he was heartily 


ducked, he began to repent of his precipitation, and as 


he could ſwim very well, kept himſelf above water, in 
hopes of being taken up by ſome of the ſhips aſtern,; 1 
that, in this Gtuation, he hailed a large veſſel, and beg- 


-ged to be taken in, but was anfwered that ſhe was a 


heavy ſailer, and therefore they did not chule to loſe 
time by bringing to; however, they threw an old cheſt 
overboard for his convenience, and told him, that ſome 
of the ſhips aſtern would certainly fave him; that no 


other veſſel came within fight or cry of him for the 
ſpace of three hours, during which time he had the 


mortification to find himſelf in the middle of the ocean 
alone, without other ſupport or reſting- place but what 
a few crazy boards afforded; till at laſt he diſcerned a 
{mall ſloop ſteering towards him, upon which he ſet up 
his throat, and had the good fortune to be heard and 
reſcued from the dreary waſte by their boat, which was 
hoiſted out on purpoſe. « I was no ſooner brought on 
board (continued he) than I fainted, and when I reco- 
vered my tenſes, found myſelf in bed regaled with a 
moſt noiſome ſmell of onions and cheeſe, which made 
me think, at firſt, that I was in my own hammock, a- 
longſide of honeſt Morgan, and that all which had 1. 
ſed was no more than a dream. Upon enquiry I un- 


| derftood that I was on board of a ſchooner belonging to 


Rhode Iſland, bound for Jamaica, with a cargo of "gecle, 
Pigs, onions, hd cheeſe; and that the maſter's name 
was Robertſon, by birth a North Briton, whom Ik new 
at firſt fight to be an old ſchool-fellow of mine. When 


I diſcovered myſelf to him, he was tranſported with 


ſurpriſe and joy, and begged to know the occaſion of 
my m:sfortune, which I did not think fit to diſcloſe, 
pecauſe J knew bis notions with regard to religion were 
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very ſevere and confined; therefore contented myſelf 
with telling him, I fell overboard by accident; but made 
no ſcruple of explaining the nature of my diſagreeable 
ſtation, and of acquainting him with my determined 
purpoſe never to return to the Thunder man of war. 
Although he was not of my opinion in that particular, 
knowing that I muſt loſe my cloaths; and what pay was 
due to me, unleſs I went back to my duty; yet, when 
I deſcribed the circumſtances of the hellith life I led, 
under the tyrannic ſway of Oakum and Mackſhane z 
and, among other grievances, hinted a diſſatisfaction at 
the irreligious deportment of my ſhipmates, and the 
want of the true Preſbyterian goſpel doctrine ; he chan- 
ged his ſentiments, and conjured me with great vehe- 
mence and zeal to lay afide all thought of rifing in the 
navy; and, that he might ſhew how much he had my 
intereſt at heart, undertook to provide for me, in ſome 
ſhape or other, before he ſhould leave Jamaica. This 
promiſe he performed to my heart's deſire, by recom- 
mending me to a gentleman of fortune, with whom TI 
have lived ever fince, in quality of ſurgeon and overſcer 
to his plantations. He and his lady are now at King- 
ſton, ſo that I am, for the preſent, maſter of this houſe, 
to which from my ſoul I bid you welcome, and hope 
you will favour me with your company during the re- 
maining part of the night.” —I needed not a ſecond in- 
vitation; but Mr Brayl, who was a diligent and excel- 
lent officer, could not be perſuaded to ſleep out of the 
ſhip; however, he ſupped with us, and, after having 
drank a cheerful glaſs, ſet out for the veſſel, which was 
not above three miles from the place, eſcorted by a couple 
of ſtout negroes, whom Mr 'Thomſon ordered to con- 
duct him. Never were two friends more happy in the 
converſation of each other than we, for the time it laſt- 
ed : I related to him the particulars of our attempt upon 
Carthagena, of which he had heard but an imperfect 
account; and he gratified me with a narration of every 
little incident of his life fince we parted. He aſſured 
me, it was with the utmoſt difficulty he could refit his 
inclination of coming down to Port Royal to fee Mor- 
gan and me, of whom he had heard no tidings ſince 
the day of our ſeparation 3 but that he was reſtrained 
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by the fear of being detained as a deſerter. He told me, 
that, when he heard my voice in the dark, he was al- 
moſt as much ſurpriſed as I was at ſeeing him after. 
wards; and, in the confidence of friendſhip, diſcloſed a 
paſſion he entertained for the only daughter of the 
gentleman with whom he lived, who, by his deſcription, 
was a very amiable young lady, and did not diſdain his 
addreſſes ; that he was very much favoured by her pa- 
rents, and did not deſpair obtaining their conſent to the 
match; which would at once render him independent 
of the world. I congratulated him on his good fortune, 
waich he proteſted thould never make him forget his 
1 and towards morning we betook ourſelves to 
eit. | 

NzxrT day he accompanied me to the ſhip, where 
Mr Brayl entertained him at dinner, and we havi 
ſpent the afternoon together, he took his leave of us in 
the evening, after he had forced upon me ten piſtoles, 
as a ſmall token of his affection. In ſhort, while we 
ſtaid here, we ſaw one another every day, and gene- 
rally ate at the ſame table, which was plentifully ſup- 
plied by him with all kinds of poultry, butcher's meat, 
oranges, limes, lemons, pine apples, Madeira wine, and 
excellent rum; ſo that this ſmall interval of ten days 
was by far the moſt agreeable period of my life. 
Ar length the Lizard arrived; and my patients be- 
ing all fit tor duty, they and I were ordered on board 
of her, where, I underſtood from Mr Tomlins, that 
there was a dryneſs between the lieutenant and him on 
my account; that rancorous villain having taken the 
opportunity of my abſence to fill the captain's ears with 
a thouſand ſcandalous ſtories to my prejudice 3 among 
other things affirming, that I had been once tranſported 
for theft, and that, when I was in the Thunder man of 
war, I had been whipt for the fame crime. The ſurgeon, 
on'the other hand, having heard my whole ſtory from 
my own mouth, defended me ſtrenuouſly, and, in the 
courſe of that good natured office, recounted all the in- 
ſtances of Crampley's malice againſt me while I remain- 
ed on board of that ſhip. Which declaration, while it 
ſatisfied the captain of my innocence, made the lieute- 
nant as much my defender's enemy as mine. This in- 
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fernal behaviour of Crampley, with regard to me, added 
ſach fuel to my former reſentment, that, at certain 
times, I was quite beſide myſelf with the deſire of re- 
venge, and was even tempted to piſtol him on the quar- 
ter deck, though an infamous death muſt inevitably 
have been my reward. But the ſurgeon, who was m 

confident, argued againſt ſuch a deſperate action ſo ef- 
ſectually, that I ſtifled the flame which conſumed me 
for the preſent, and reſolved to wait for a more conve- 
nient opportunity. In the mean time, that Mr Tom- 
lins might be the more convinced of the wrongs I ſuf- 
fered by this fellow's flander, I begged he would go and 
viſit Mr Thomſon, whoſe wonderful eſcape I had made 
him acquainted with, and enquire of him into the par- 
ticulars of my conduct, while he was my fellow mate. 
This requeſt the ſurgeon complied with, more through 
curioſity to ſee a, perſon whoſe fate had been ſo extra- 
ordinary, than to confirm his good opinion of me, 
which, he aflured me, was already firmly eſtabliſhed. 
He therefore ſet out for the dwelling-place of my friend, 
with a letter of introduction from me; and, being re- 
ceived with all the civility and kindneſs I expected, re- 
turned to the ſhip, not only ſatisfied with my character 
beyond the power of doubt or infinuation, but alſo 
charmed with the affability and converſation of Thom- 
ſon, who loaded him and me with prefents of freſh 
ſtocks, liquors, and fruit. As he would not venture to 
come and ſee us on board, left Crampley ſhould know 
and detain him, when the time of our departure ap- 
proached, I obtained leave to go and bid him farewell. 
After we had vowed an everlaſting friendſhip, he preſ- 
ſed upon me a purſe with four doubloons, which I re- 
fuſed as long as I could, without giving umbrage; and, 
having cordially embraced each other, I returned on 
board, where I found a ſmall box, with a letter directed 
for me, to the care of Mr Tomlins. Knowing the ſu- 
perſcription to be of Thomſon's hand-writing, I opened 
it with ſome ſurpriſe, and learned that this generous 
friend, not contented with loading ine with the preſents 
already mentioned, had ſent, for my uſe and acceptance, 
half a dozen fine ſhirts, and as many linen waiſtcoats 
and caps, with twelve pair of new thread ſtockings.— 
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Being thus provided with money, and all neceſſaries for 
the comfort of life, I began to look upon myſelf as a 
gentleman of ſome neee and felt * pride dilate 
apace. 

Nx r day we - ſailed for Port Royal; where we arri- 
ved ſafely with our prizes; and, as there was nothing to 
do on board, I went aſhore, and, having purchaſed a 
laced „. with ſome other cleats, at a ſale, made 
a {waggering figure for {ome days among the taverns, 
where I ventured to play a little at hazard, and came off 
with fifty piſtoles in my pocket. Mean while our cap- 
tain was promoted to a ſhip of twenty guns, and the 
command of the Lizard given to a man turned of four- 
ſcore, who had been lieutenant ſince the reign of King 
William, and, notwithſtanding his long ſervice, would 
have probably died in that ſtation, had he not applied 
ſome prize-money he had lately received to make intereſt 
with his ſuperiors. My friend Brayl was alſo made an 
officer about the ſame time, after he had ſerved in qua- 
lity of a midſhipman and mate five and twenty years. 
Soon after theſe alterations, the admiral pitched upon 
our {hip to carry home diſpatches for the miniſtry ; and 
we ſet fail for England, having firſt ſcrubbed her bot- 
tom, and taken in PERO and water for the occaſion. 


CHAPTER 


Pe depart for Europea miſunderlanding ariſes betaueen 

the captain and ſurgeon, through the ſcandalous aſper- 
ions of Crampley—the captain dies—Crampley tyran- 
nizes over the ſurgeon, who falls. a victim to his cruelty 
—T am alſo ill uſed the ſhip ftrikes—the behaviour of 
Crampley and he ſeamen on that occaſion—1 get on ſhore, 
challenge the captain to ſingle combat—am treacherouſiy. 
Enoched down, wounded, and robbed. 


OW that I could return to my native country in 


a creditable way, I felt exceſſive pleaſure in 
hnding myſelf out of tight of that fatal iſland, which 


has been the grave of ſo many Europeans; and as I was 
accommodated with every thing to render the paſlage 
agreeable, I refolyed to enjoy myſelf as much as the in- 
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folence of Crampley would permit. This inſidious ſlan- 
derer had found means already to cauſe a miſunder- 
ſtanding between the ſurgeon and captain, who, by his 
age and infirmities, was rendered intolerably peeviſh, his 
diſpoſition having alſo been ſoured by a long courſe of 
diſappointments. He had a particular averſion to all 
young men, eſpecially to ſurgeons, whom he conſidered 
as unneceſſary animals on board of a ſhip; and, in con- 
ſequence of theſe ſentiments, never conſulted the doc- 
tor, notwithſtanding his being ſeized with a violent fit 
of the gout and gravel; but applied to a caſk of Holland 
gin, which was his ſovereign preſcription againſt all diſ- 
tempers. Whether he was at this time too ſparing, or 
took an overdoſe of his cordial, certain it is, he depart- 
ed in the night, without any ceremony, which indeed 
was a thing he always deſpiſed, and was found ſtiff next 
morning, to the no {mall ſatisfaction of Crampley, who 
ſucceeded to the command of the veſſel. For that very 
reaſon, Mr Tomlins and I had no cauſe to rejoice at this 
event, fearing that the tyranny of our new commander 
would now be as unlimited as his power. The firſt day 
of his command juſtified our apprehenſion : For, on 
pretence that the decks were too much crowded, he or- 
dered the ſurgeon's hencoops, with all his fowls, to be 
thrown overboard; and at the ſame time prohibited 
him and me from appearing on the quarter-deck. Mr 
Tomlins could not help complaining of theſe injuries, 
and, in the courſe of his expoſtulation, dropped ſome 
haſty words, of which Crampley taking hold, confined 
him to his cabin, where, in a few days, for want of air, 
he was attacked by a fever, which ſoon put an end to 
his life, after he had made his will, by which he be- 
queathed all his eſtate, perſonal and real, to his ſiſter, 


and left to me his watch and inſtruments as memorials of 


his friendſhip. I was penetrated with grief on this me- 
lancholy occaſion ; the more becauſe there was nobody 
on board to whom I could communicate my ſorrows, or 
of whom I could receive the leaſt conſolation or advice. 
Crampley was ſo far from diſcovering the leaſt remorſe 
for his barbarity, at the news of the ſurgeon's death, that 
he inſulted his memory in the moſt abuſive manner, 
and affirmed he had poifoned himſelf out of pure fear, 
Vol.. J. II h 
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dreading to be brought to a court-martial for mutiny; 
for which reaſon he would not ſuffer the ſervice of the 
dead to be read over his body before it was thrown 
overboard. 

NoTHiNG 1 a «a deliverance could hw ſup- 
ported me under the brutal ſway of this baſhaw, who, 
to render my life the more irkſome, ſigniſied to m 
meſs-mates a deſire that I ſhould be expelled from their 
ſociety. This was no ſooner hinted, than they granted 
his Tequeſt; and I was fain to eat in a ſolitary manner 
by myſelf during the reſt of the paſſage, which however 
ſoon drew to a period. 

Wi had been ſeven ks at ſea, when the gunner 
toid the captain, that, by his reckoning, we mult be in 
ſoundings, and deſired he would order the lead to be 
heaved. Crampley ſwore, he did not know how to 


keep the ſhip's way, for we were not within a hundred 


leagues of ſoundings, and therefore he would not give 
himfelt the trouble to caſt the lead. Accordingly we 
continued our courſe all that afternoon and night, with- 


out ſhortening fail, although the gunner pretended to 
diſcover Scilly light, and next morning proteſted in 


form againſt the captain's conduct, for which he was 
put in confinement. We diſcovered ' no land all that 
day, and Crampley was ſtill ſo infatuated as to neglect 
founding ; but at three o'clock in the morning the ſhip 
ſtruck, and remained faſt on a ſand-bank. This acci- 
dent alarmed the whole crew ; the boat was immediately 
hoiſted out; but, as we could not diſcern which way the 
ſhore lay, we were obliged to wait for day-light. In 
the mean time, the wind increaſed, and the waves beat 
againſt the floop with ſuch violence, that we expected 
ſhe would have gone to pieces. The gunner was re- 
leaſed, and conſulted : He adviſed the captain to cut a- 
way the maſt, in order to lighten her; this expedient 
Was performed without ſucceſs: The failors ſeeing 
things in a deſperate ſituation, according to cuſtom, 
broke up the cheits belonging to the officers, dreiled 
themſelves in their cloaths, drank their liquors without 
ceremony; and drunkennets, tumult, and confuſion en- 
ſued. In the midſt of this uproar, I went below to ſe- 


cure my own effects; and found the Carpenter's mate. 
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hewing down the purſer's cabin with his hatchet, 
whiſtling all the while with great compoſure. When I 
aſked his intention in ſo doing, he replied very calmly, 
« T only want to taſte the purſer's rum, that's all, ma- 
ſter.” At that inſtant the purſer coming down, and 
ſeeing his effects going to wreck, complained bitterly of 
the injuſtice done to him, and aſked the fellow what 
occaſion he had for liquor, when in all likelihood he 
ſhould be in eternity in a few minutes. “ AlPs one for 
that (ſaid the plunderer), let us live while we can.” 
« Miſerable wretch that thou art (cried the purler), 
what muſt be thy lot in the other world, if thou dieſt 
in the commiſſion of robbery ?? „ Why, hell, I ſup- 
poſe,” replied the other, with great deliberation, while 
the purſer fell on his knees, and begged of Heaven, that 
we might not all periſh for the ſake of one Jonas. 
During this dialogue, I clothed myſelf in my beſt appa- 
rel, girded on my hanger, ſtuck my piſtols loaded in wy 
belt, diſpoſed of all my valuable moveables about my 
perſon, and came upon deck with a refolution of taking 
the firſt opportunity to get on ſhore, which, when the 
day broke, appeared at the diſtance of three miles a- 
head. Crampley finding his efforts to get the ſhip off 
ineffectual, determined to confult his own fafety, by go- 
ing into the boat, which he had no ſooner done, than 
the ſhip's company followed ſo faſt, that ſhe would have 
ſunk along- ſide, had not ſome one wiſer than the reſt 
cut the rope, and put off. But before this happened, 
I had made ſeveral attempts to get in, and was always 
baulked by the captain, who was ſo eager in excluding 
me, that he did not mind the endeavours of any other 
body. Enraged at this inhuman partiality, and ſeeing 
the rope cut, I pulled one of my piſtols from my belt, 
and cocking it, ſwore I would fhoot any man who 
would preſume to obſtruct my entrance. So laying, I 
leaped with my full exertion, and got on board of the 
boat with the loſs of the ſkin of my ſhins. I chanced 
in my deſcent to overturn Crampley, who no ſooner got 
up than he ſtruck at me ſeveral times with a cutlaſs, and 
ordered the men to throw me overboard ; but they 
were too anxious about their own ſafety to mind what 
he ſaid. Though the boat was very deeply loaded, and 
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the ſea terribly high, we made ſhift to get upon dry 
land in leſs than an hour after we parted from the ſloop. 
As ſoon as I ſet foot on terra firma, my indignation, 
which had boiled ſo long within me, broke out againſt 
Crampley, whom I immediately challenged to fingle 
combat, preſenting my piſtols, that he might take his 
choice: He took one without heſitation, and, before 1 
could cock the other, fired in my face, throwing the 
Piſtol after the ſhot. I felt myſelf ſtunned, and imagi- 
ning the bullet had entered my brain, diſcharged mine 
as quick as poſſible, that I might not die unrevenged 
then flying upon my antagoniſt, knocked out ſeveral of 
his fore-teeth with the but-end of the piece, and would 
certainly have made an end of him with that inſtru- 
ment, had he not diſengaged himſelf, and ſeized his 
cutlaſs, which he had given to his ſervant when he re- 
ceived the piſtol. Seeing him armed in this manner, I 
drew my hanger, and, having flung my piſtol at his 
head, cloſed with him in a tranſport of fury, and thruſt 
my weapon into his mouth, which it enlarged on one 
fide to his ear. Whether the {mart of this wound diſ- 
concerted him, or the unevenneſs of the ground made 
him reel, I know not; but he ſtaggered ſome paces 
back : I followed cloſe, and with one itroke cut the ten- 
dons of the back of his hand, upon which his cutlaſs 
dropt, and he remained defenceleſs. I know not with 
what cruelty my rage might have inſpired me, if I had 
not at that inſtant been felled to the ground by a blow 
on the back part of my head, which deprived me of all 
ſenſation. In this deplorable ſituation, expoſed to the 
rage of an incenſed barbarian, and the rapine of an in- 
human crew, I remained for ſome time; and whether 
any diſputes aroſe among them during the ſtate of my 
annihilation, I cannot pretend to determine; but in one 
particular they ſeem to have been unanimous, and acted 
with equal dexterity and diſpatch ; for, when I recover- 
ed the uſe of underſtanding, I found myſelf alone in a 
deſolate place, ſtripped of my cloaths, money, watch, 
buckles, and every thing but my ſhoes, ſtockings, 
breeches, and ſhirt. What a diſcovery muſt this have 
been to me, who but an hour before was worth ſixty 


guineas in caſh ! I curſed the hour of my birth, the pa- 
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rents that gave me being, the ſea that did not ſwallow 
me up, the poignard of the enemy, which could not 
find the way to my heart, the villainy of thoſe who 
had left me in that miſerable condition; and, in the 
extaſy of deſpair, reſolved to lie {till where I was, and 
periſh. | 


CHAPTER XXXVIL 


I get up, and crawl into a barn, where I am in danger of 
periſhing through the fear of the country people—therr 
inhumanity—T am ſuccoured by a reputed witch—her 
frory—her advice—ſhe recommends me as a valet to a 


fingle-lady, whoſe character ſhe explains. 6 


UT as I lay ruminating, my paſſion inſenſibly a- 
bated 3 I conſidered my ſituation in quite another 

ight from that in which it appeared to me at firſt, and 
the reſult of my deliberation was to riſe if I could, and 
crawl to the next inhabited place for affiſtance. With. 
ſome difficulty I got upon my legs, and having examin- 
ed my body, found I had received no other injury than 
two large contuſed wounds, one on the fore, and ano- 
ther on the hinder part of my head; which ſeemed to 
be occaſioned by the ſame weapon, namely, the but- 
end of a piſtol. I looked towards the ſea, but could 
diſcern no remains of the ſhip ; ſo that I concluded ſhe 
was gone to pieces, and that thoſe who remained in her 
had periſhed : But as I afterwards learned, the gunner, 
who had more ſagacity than Crampley, obſerving that 
it was flood when he left her, and that ſhe would pro- 
bably float at high water, made no noiſe about getting, 
on ſhore, but continued on deck, in hopes of bringing 
her ſafe into ſome harbour, after the commander ſhould 
have deſerted her; for which piece of ſervice he expec- 
ted, no doubt, to be handſomely rewarded. This ſcheme 
he accordingly executed, and was promiſed great things 
by the admiralty for ſaving his Majeſty's ſhip ; but L 
never heard he reaped the fruits of his expectation. As 
for my own part, I directed my courſe towards a ſmall 
cottage I perceived, and, in the road, picked up a ſea- 
man's old jacket, which I ſuppoſe the thief who dreſſed 
himſelf in my cloaths had thrown away ; this was a 
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very comfortable acquiſition to me, who was almoſt ſtiff 
with cold : I therefore put it on, and as my natural 
heat revived, my wounds, which had left off bleeding, 
burſt out afreſh ; ſo that, finding myſelf exceſſively 


exhauſted, I was about to lie down in the fields, when 


I diſcovered a barn on my left hand, within a few yards 
of me: Thither I made {ſhift to ſtagger, and finding the 
door open, went in, but ſaw nobody ; however I threw 
myſelf upon a truſs of ſtraw, hoping to be ſoon relieved 
by ſome perſon or other. I had not lain here many 
minutes, when I ſaw a countryman come in with a 
pitch-fork in his hand, which he was upon the point of 
thurſting into the ſtraw that concealed me, and, in all 
probability, would have done my buſineſs, had I not 
uttered a dreadful groan, after having eſſayed in vain 


to ſpeak. This melancholy note alarmed the clown, 


who ſtarted back, and diſcovering a body all beſmeared 
with blood, ſtood trembling, with the pitch-fork ex- 
tended before him, his hair briſtling up, his eyes ſta- 
ring, his noſtrils dilated, and his mouth wide open. At 
another time I ſhould have been much diverted by this 
figure, which preſerved the ſame attitude very near ten 
minutes, during which time I made many unſucceſsful 
efforts to implore his compaſſion and aſſiſtance z but my 
tongue failed me, and my language was only a repeti- 
tion of groans: At length an old man arrived, who, 
ſeeing the other in ſuch a poſture, cried, „ Mercy up- 
on en] the leaad's bewitched ;—why Dick, beeſt thou 
beſayd thyſelf!” Dick, without moving his eyes from 
the object that terrified him, replied, 5 O vather! va- 
ther! here be either the devil or a dead mon: I doant 
know which o'en, but a groans woundily.” The fa- 
ther, whoſe eye-ſight was none of the beſt, pulled out 
his ſpectacles, and having applied them to his noſe, re- 
connoitred me over his ſon's ſhoulder : But no ſooner 
did he behold me, than he was ſeized with a fit of 
ſhaking, even more violent than Dick's, and, with a 
broken accent, addrefied me thus: © In the name of 
the Vather, Zun, and Holy Ghoſt, I charge you, an 
you been Satan, to be gone to the Red Zea; but an you be 
a murdered man, ſpeak, that you may have a chriſtom 
burial,” As I was not in a condition to fatisfy him in 
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this particular, he repeated his conjuration to no pur- 
poſe z and they continued a good while in the agonies 
of fear. At length the father propoſed that the ſon 
ſhould draw nearer, and take a more diſtin& view of 
the apparition; but Dick was of opinion, that his fa- 
ther ſhould advance firſt, as being an old man paſt his 
labour, and if he received any miſchief, the loſs would 
be the ſmaller ; whereas he himſelf might eſcape, and 
be uſeful in his generation. This prudential reaſon had 
no effect upon the ſenior, who ſtill kept Dick between 
me and him. In the mean time, I endeavoured to raiſe 
one hand as a fignal of diſtreſs, but had only ſtrength 
ſufficient to produce a ruſtling among the ſtraw, which 
diſcompoſed the young peaſant ſo much, that he ſprung 
out at the door, and overthrew his father in his flight. 
The old gentleman would not ſpend time in getting up, 
but crawled backwards like a crab, with great ſpeed, 
till he had got over the threſhold, mumbling exorciſms 
all the way. I was exceedingly mortified to find my- 
ſelf in danger of periſhing through the ignorance and 
cowardice of theſe clowns ; and felt my ſpirits decay a- 
pace, when an old woman entered the barn, followed 
by the two fugitives, and with great intrepidity advan- 
ced to the place where I lay, faying, „If it be the 
devil I fear en not, and for a dead mon, a can do us 
no harm.” When ſhe ſaw my condition, ſhe cried, 
« Here be no devil, but in youren fooPs head. Here 
be a poor miſerable wretch, bleeding to death, and if a 
dies, we muſt be at the charge of burying him; there- 
fore, Dick, go vetch the old wheel-barrow and put en 
in, and carry en to goodman Hodge's back-door ; he 
is more able than we to lay out money upon poor va- 
grants.” Her advice was taken, and immediately put 
in execution : I was rolled to the other farmer's door, 
where I was tumbled out like a heap of dung; and 
would certainly have fallen a prey to the hogs, if my 
groans had not diſturbed the family, and brought ſome 
of them out to view my ſituation. But Hodge reſem- 

| bled the Jew more than the good Samaritan, and or- 
dered me to be carried to the houſe of the parſon, whole 
bulineſs it was to practiſe as well as to preach charity: 
Obſerving, that it was ſufficient for him to pay his quote 
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towards the maintenance of the poor belonging to his 
own pariſh. When I was ſet down at the vicar's gate, 


he fell into a mighty paſſion, and threatened to excom- 


municate him who ſent, as well as thoſe who brought 
me, unleſs they would move me immediately to ano- 
ther place. About this time, I fainted with the fatigue 
I had undergone, and afterwards underſtood that I was 
bandied from door to door through a whole village, no- 
body having humanity enough to adminiſter the leaſt 
relief to me, until an old woman, who was ſuſpected of 
witchcraft by the neighbourhood, hearing of my diſtreſs, 
received me into her houſe, and having dreſſed my 
wounds, brought me to myſelf with cordials of her own 
Preparing. I was treated with great care and tender- 
neſs by this grave matron, who, after I had recovered 
ſome ſtrength, deſired to know the particulars of my 
laſt diſaſter. This piece of ſatisfaction I could not re- 
fuſe to one who had ſaved my life; therefore related 


all my adventures without exaggeration or reſerve. She 


ſeemed ſurpriſed at the viciflitudes I had undergone, and 


drew a happy preſage of my future life from my paſt 


ſufferings, then launched out into the praiſe of adver- 


ſity with ſo much ardour and good ſenſe, that J con- 


cluded ſhe was a perſon who had ſeen better days, and 
conceived a longing deſire to hear her ſtory. She per- 


ceived my drift by ſome words I dropped, and ſmiling, 


told me, there was nothing either entertaining or extra- 
ordinary in the covrſe of her fortune; but, however, 
ſhe would communicate it to me, in confideration of 
the confidence I had repofed in her. “ It is of little 
conſequence (ſaid ſhe) to tell the names of my parents, 
who are dead many ycars ago: Let it ſuffice to aſſure 
you, they were wealthy, and had no other child than 
me; ſo that T was looked upon as heireſs to a conſider- 
able eſtate, and teized with addrefles on that account. 
Among the pumber of my admirers, there was a young 
gentleman of no fortune, whole ſole dependence was 
on his promotion in the army, in which at that time he 
bore a lieutenant's commiſſion. I conceived. an affection 
for this amiable officer, which, in a ſhort time, increaſed 
to a violent paſſion, and, without entering into minute 
circumſtances, married him privately, We bad pot 
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enjoyed one another long, in ſtolen interviews, when 
he was ordered with his regiment to Flanders; but, 
before he ſet out, it was agreed between us, that he 
ſhould declare our marriage to my father by letter, and 
implore his pardon for the ſtep we had taken without 

his approbation. This diſcovery was made while J was 
abroad viſiting, and juſt as J was about to return home, 
I received a letter from my father, importing, that fince 
I had acted ſo undixifully and meanly, as to marry a 
beggar, without his privity or conſent, to the diſgrace 
of his family, as well as the diſappointment of his hopes, 
he renounced me to the miſerable fate I had entailed 
upon myſelf, and charged me never to ſet foot within 
his doors again. This rigid ſentence was confirmed by 
my mother, who, in a poſtſcript, gave me to underſtand, 
that her ſentiments were exactly conformable to thoſe 
of my father, and that I might fave mytelf the trouble 
of making any applications, for her reſolutions were un- 
alterable. 'Thunder-ſtruck with my evil fortune, I cal- 
led a coach, and drove to my huſband's lodgings, where 
I found him waiting the event of his letter. Though 
he could eafily divine by my looks the iſſue of his de- 
claration, he read with great ſteadineſs the epiſtle I had 
received; and, with; a {mile full of tenderneſs, which 
I ſhall never forget, embraced me, ſaying, I believe the 
good lady your mother might have ſpared Herſelf the troudle 
of the laſt part of her poſiſcript. Well, my dear Belity, 
you muff lay afide all thoughts of a coach, till I can prociire 
the command of a regiment. This unconcerned benha- 
viour, while it enabled me to ſupport my reverſe of 
fortune, at the ſame time endeared him to me the more, 
by convincing me of his diſintereſted views in eſpouſing 
me. I was next day boarded in company with the wife 
of another officer, who had long been the friend and 
confident of my huſband, at a village not far from 
London, where they parted with us in the moſt melt- 
ing manner, went to Flanders, and were killed in 
ſight of one another at the battle of the Wood. Why 
ſhould I tire you with a deſcription of our unutteravle. 
ſorrow at the fatal news of this event, the remembrance 
of which now fills my aged eyes with tears! When 
our grief ſubſided a little, and rellection came to our ald, 
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we found ourſelves deſerted by the whole world, and in 
danger of periſhing by want: Whereupon we made 
application for the penſion, and were put upon the liſt. 
Then vowing eternal friendſhip, ſold our jewels and ſu- 
perfluous cloaths, retired to this place (which is in the 
county of Suſſex), bought this little houſe, where we li- 


ved many years in a ſolitary manner, indulging our mu- 


tual ſorrow, till it pleaſed Heaven to call away my com- 
panion two years ago, ſince which time I have lingered 
out an unhappy being, in hopes of a ſpeedy diſſolution, 
when I promiſe myſelf the eternal reward of all my 
cares. In the mean time (continued ſhe) I muſt inform 
you of the character I bear among the neighbours :— 
My converſation being different from that of the inha- 
tants of the village, my recluſe way of life, my ſkill in 
curing diſtempers, which I acquired from books ſince I 
ſettled here, and laſtly, my age, have made the common 
people look upon me as ſomething preternatural, and I 
am actually at this hour believed to be a witch. The 
parſon of the pariſh, whoſe acquaintance I have not been 
at much pains to cultivate, taking umbrage at my ſup- 
poſed diſreſpect, has contributed not a little towards the 
confirmation of this opinion, by dropping certain hints 
to my prejudice among the vulgar, who are alſo very 
much ſcandalized at my entertaining this poor tabby 
cat with the collar about her neck, which was a ta- 
yourite of my deceaſed companion.” 

Tre whole behaviour of this venerable perſon was 
{o primitive, innocent, ſenſible, and humane, that I con- 
tracted a filial reſpect for her, and begged her advice 
with regard to my future conduct, as ſoon as I was in a 
condition to act for myſelf. She diſſuaded me from a 
deſign I had formed of travelling to London, in hopes 
of retrieving my cloaths and pay, by returning to my 
ſhip, which by this time, I read in the news-paper, was 
ſafely arrived in the river Thames: „ Becauſe (ſaid the) 
you run the hazard of being treated not only as a de- 
ſerter in quitting the ſloop, but alſo as a mutineer in 
aſſaulting your commanding officer, to the malice of 
whoſe revenge you will moreover be expoſed.” She 
then promiſed to recommend me as ſervant to a ſingle 
lady of her acquaintance, who lived in the neighbour- 
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hood with her nephew, who was a young fox-hunter of 

eat fortune, where I might be very happy, provided 1 
could bear the diſpoſition and manners of my miſtreſs, 
which were ſomewhat whimſical and particular. But, 
above all things, ſhe counſelled me to conceal my ſtory, 
the knowledge of which would effectually poiſon my 
entertainment; for it was a maxim among moſt people 
of condition, that no gentleman in diſtreſs ought to be 
admitted into a family as a domeſtic, leſt he become 
proud, lazy, and infolent. I was fain to embrace this 
humble propoſal, becauſe my affairs were deſperate; 
and in a few days was hired by this lady, to ferve in 
quality of her footman; having been repretented by my 
hoſtels as a young man who was bred up to the ſea by 
his relations againſt his will, and had ſuffered ſhip- 
wreck, which had increaſed his diſguſt to that way of 
life ſo much, that he rather choſe to go to ſervice on 
ſhore than enter himſelf on board of any other ſhip. 
Before I took poſſeſſion of my new place, the gave me 
a tketch of my miſtreſs's character, that I might know 
better how to regulate my conduct. « Your lady (ſaid 
ſhe) is a maiden of forty years, not ſo remarkable for 
her beauty as her learning and taſte, which is famous 
all over the country. Indeed ſhe is a perfect female 
virtuoſo, and ſo eager after the purſuit of knowledge, 
that the neglects her perſon even to a degree of fluttith- 
nels; this negligence, together with her contempt of the 
male part of the creation, gives her nephew no great 
concern, as by theſe means he will probably keep her 
fortune, which is conſiderable, in the family. He there- 
fore permits her to live in her own way, which is ſome- 
thing extraordinary, and gratifies her in all her whimſi- 
cal deſires. Her apartment is at ſome diſtance from 
the other inhabited parts of the houſe, and conſiſts of a 
dining-room, bed-chamber, and ftudy : She keeps a 
cook-maid, waiting-woman, and footman of her own, 
and ſeldom eats or converſes with any of the family but 
her niece, who is a very lovely creature, and humours 
her aunt often to the prejudice of her own health, by 
fitting up with her whole nights together; for your 
miſtreſs is too much of a philoſopher to be 1wayed by 
the cuſtoms of the world, and never fleeps or eats like 
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other people. Among other odd notions, ſhe profeſſes 
the principles of Roſicrucius, and believes the carth, air, 
and fea, are inhabited by mviſible beings, with whom 
it is poffible for the human ſpecies to entertain corre- 
ſpondence and intimacy, on the eaſy condition of living 
chaſte. As ſhe hopes one day to be admitted into an 
acquaintance of this kind, the no ſooner heard of me 
and my cat, than the paid me a viſit, with a view, as ſhe 
has ſince owned, to be introduced to my familiar, and 
was greatly mortified to find herſelf diſappointed in her 
expectation. Being, by this viſionary turn of mind, ab- 
jiracted as it were from the world; ſhe cannot advert to 
the common occurrences of hfe; and therefore is fre- 
quently ſo abſent as to commit very ſtrange miſtakes 
and extravagancies, which you will do well to rectify 
and repair as your prudence ſhall ſuggeſt.“ | 


CHAPTER XXXIX. 
Ay reception by that lady—1 become enamoured of Natciſſa 


—receunt the particulars of my laſt misfortune—acquire 
the good opinion of my miftreſs—an account of the young. 
ſquire I am made acquainted with more particulars of 
Narcifſa's ſutuation-—conceive a mortal hatred againſt Sir 
Timothy—examine my lady's library and performances— 
her extravagant behaviour, 
RAUGHT with theſe uſeful inſtructions, I repair- 
ed to the place of her habitation, and was intro- 
duced by the waiting-woman to the preſence of my la- 
dy, who had not before ſcen me. She fat in her ſtudy, 
with one foct on the ground, and the other upon a high 
{tool at ſome diſtance from her ſeat; her ſandy locks 
hung down in 2 diiorder I cannot call beautiful, from 
her head, which was deprived of its coif, for the benefit 
of ſcratching with one hand, while ſhe held the ſtump 
of a pen in the other. Her forchead was high and 
wrinkicd ; her eyes were large, grey, and prominent; 
her nole was long, tharp, and aquiline; her mouth of 
vaſt capacity; her viiage mcagre and freckled, and her 
chin peeked like a {cemalcr's paring-knife; her upper 
lip contained 2 large quantity of plain Spaniſh, which, by 
continual falling, had embroidered her neck that was not 
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naturally very white, and the breaſt of her gown, that 


flowed looſe about her with a negligence truly poetic, 


diſcovering linen that was very fine, and to all appear- 
ance never waſhed but in Caſtalian fireams. Around her 
hy heaps of books, globes, quadrants, teleſcopes, and 
other learned apparatus: Her ſnuff-box ſtood at her 
right hand; at her left hand lay her handkerchief ſuffi- 
ciently uſed, and a convenience to ſpit in appeared on 
one fide of her chair. She being in a reverie when we 
entered, the maid did not think proper to diſturb her; 
ſo that we waited ſome minutes unobſerved, during 
which time ſhe bit the quill ſeveral times, altered her 
poſition, made many wry faces, and at length, with an 
air of triumph, repeated aloud, 


| Nor dare th immortal Gods my rage oppoſe ! 


HavinG committed her ſucceſs to paper, ſhe turned 
towards the door, and, perceiving us, cried, + What's 
the matter?“ 4 Here's the young man (replied my 
conductreſs) whom Mrs Sagely recommended as a foot- 
man to your ladyſhip.“ On this information ſhe ſtared 
in my face a conſiderable time, and then aſked my name, 
which I thought proper to conceal under that of John 
Brown. After having ſurveyed me with a curious eye, 
ſhe broke out into O] ay, thou waſt ſhipwrecked, I 
remember. Whether didſt thou come on ſhore on the 
back of a whale or a dolphin ?”—To this I anſwered, 
I had ſwam 'aſhore without any aſſiſtance.— Then ſhe 


demanded to know if I had ever been at the Helleſpont, 


and ſwam from Ceſtos to Abydos. I replied, in the ne- 
gative : Upon which ſhe bade the maid order a ſuit of 
new livery for me, and inſtruct me in the articles of my 
duty; fo faying, ſhe ſpit in her ſnuff-box, and wiped 


ker noſe with her cap, which lay on the table, inſtead 


of a handkerchief. We returned to the kitchen, where 
I was regaled by the maids, who ſeemed to vie with 
each other in expreſſing their regard for me; and from 
them I underſtood that my buſineſs confified in clean- 
ing knives and forks, laving the cloth, waiting at table, 
carrying meſſages, and attending my lady when ſhe went 
abroad. There was a very good ſuit of livery in the 
houſe, which had an to my prede ceffor, deceaſed,, 
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and it fitted me exactly; ſo that there was no occaſion 
for employing a tailor on my account. I had not long 
been equipped/in this manner, when my lady's bell rung; 
upon which I ran up ſtairs, and found her ſtalking a- 
bout the room in her ſhift and under-petticoat only: I 
would haye immediately retired as became me, but the 
bade me come in, and air a clean ſhift for her; which 
operation I having performed with ſome backwardneſs, 
ſhe put it on before me without any ceremony, and 1 
very believe was ignorant of my ſex all that time, as be- 
ing quite abſorpt in contemplation. About four o'clock 
in the afternoon, I was ordered to lay the cloth, and 


place two covers, which I underſtood were for my mi- 


ſtreſs and her niece, whom I had not as yet ſeen. Tho 
J was not very dextrous at this work, I performed it 
pretty well for-a beginner; and, when dinner was upon 
the table, ſlaw my miſtreſs approach, accompanied by 
the young lady, whoſe name, for the preſent, ſhall be 
Narciſſa. So much ſweetneſs appeared in the counte- 
nance and carriage of this amiable apparition, that my 
heart was captivated at firſt fight, and, while dinner 
laſted, I gazed upon her without intermiflion. Her age 
ſeemed to be ſeventeen, her ſtature tall, her ſhape un- 
exceptionable, her hair, that fell down upon her ivory 
neck in ringlets, black as jet; her arched eye-brows of 
the ſame colour; her eyes piercing, yet tender; her lips 
of the conſiſtence and hue of cherries z her complexion 
clear, delicate, and healthy; her aſpect noble, ingenu- 
ous, and humane; and the whole perſon ſo ravithingly 
deiightful, that it was impoſſible for any creature en- 
dued with ſenſibility to ſee without admiring, and admire 
without loving her to exceſs ! I began to curſe the ſer- 
vile ſtation that placed me ſo far beneath the regard of 
this idol. of my adoration ! and yet I blefled my fate, 
that enabled me to enjoy daily the fight of ſo much per- 
feftion ! When ſhe ſpoke, I liſtened with pleaſure ; but, 
when ſhe ſpoke to me, my foul was thrilled with an 
extaſy of tumultuous joy ! I was even ſo happy as to be 
the ſubject of their converſation : For Narciſſa having 
obſerved me, ſaid to her aunt, « I ſee your new foot- 
man is come.” Then addreſſing herſelf to me, aſked, 
with ineffable complacency, if I was the perſon who 
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had been ſo cruelly uſed by robbers ? When I ſatisfied 
her in this, ſhe expreſſed a deſire of knowing the other 

articulars of my fortune, both before and fince my be- 
ing ſhipwrecked : Hereupon (as Mrs Sagely had coun- 
ſelled me) I told her that I had been bound apprentice 
to the maſter of a ſhip, contrary to my inclination, which 
ſhip had foundered at fea ; that I, and four more, who 
chanced to be on deck when {he went down, made ſhift 
to ſwim to the ſhore, when my companions, after ha- 
ving overpowered me, ſtript me to the ſhirt, and left 
me, as they imagined, dead of the wounds I received 
in my own defence. Then I related the circumſtances 
of my being found in a barn, with the inhuman treat- 
ment I met with from the country people and parſon 
the deſcription of which, I perceived, drew tears from 
the charming creature's eyes | When I had finiihed my 
recital, my miſtreſs ſaid, “ NH foy! le garcon ęſt bien 
fait! To which opinion Narciſſa affented, with a com- 
pliment to my underſtanding in the ſame language, that 
flattered my vanity extremely. 

THE converſation, among other ſubjects, turned up- 
on the young ſquire, whom my lady enquired after un- 
der the title of the Savage; and was informed by her 
niece, that he was ſtill in bed, repairing the fatigue of 
laſt night's debauch, and recruiting ſtrength and ſpirits 
to undergo a fox chace to-morrow morning, in company 
with Sir Timothy Thicket, Squire Bumper, and a great 
many other gentlemen of the ſame ſtamp, whom he had 
invited on that occaſion; ſo that, by day- break, the 
whole houſe would be in an uproar. This was a 
very diſagreeable piece of news to the virtuoſo, who 
proteſted ſhe would ſtuff her ears with cotton when the 
went to bed, and take a doſe of opium to make her fleep- 
the more found, that ſhe might not be diſturbed and 
diſtracted by the clamour of the brutes. 

WEN their dinner was over, I and my fellow-ſer- 

vants ſat down to ours in the kitchen, where I under- 
ſtood that Sir Timothy Thicket was a wealthy knight 
in the neighbourhood, between whom and Narcifla a 
match had been projected by her brother, who promi- 
ſed at the ſame time to eſpouſe Sir Timothy's ſiſter ; by 
which means, as their fortunes were pretty equal, the 
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4 


oung ladies would be provided for, and their brotliers 
be never the poorer ; but that the ladies did not con- 


| Cur in the ſcheme, each of them entertaining a hearty 
. contempt for the perſon allotted to her for a huſband 


by this agreement. This information begat in me a 
mortal averſion to Sir Timothy, whom I looked upon 
as my rival, and curſed in my heart for his preſump- 


tion. Next morning, by day-break, being awaked by 


the noiſe of the hunters and hounds, I role to view the 


. cavalcade, and had a fight of my competitor, whoſe ac- 


compliſhments (the eſtate- excluded) did not ſeem bril- 


liant enough to give me much uneaſineſs with reſpect to 


Narcifla, who, I flattered myſelf, was not to be won by 


ſuch qualifications as he was maſter of, either as to per- 


fon or mind. My miſtreſs, notwithſtanding her pre- 
caution, was ſo much diſturbed by her nephew's com- 


pany, that ſhe did not rife till five o'clock in the after- 


noon : So that I had an opportunity of examining her 
ſtudy at leifure, to which examination I was ſtrongly 
prompted by my curiofity, Here I found a thouſand 
ſcraps of her own poetry, conſiſting of three, four, ten, 
twelve, and twenty lines, on an infinity of ſubjects, 
which, as whim inſpired, ſhe had begun, without con- 
ſtancy or capacity to bring to any degree of compoli- 
tion: But, what was very extraordinary in a female poct, 
there was not the leaſt mention made of love in any of 


her performances. I counted fragments of five tra- 
gedies, the titles of which were, „The Stern Philoſo- 


pher—The Double Murder—The Sacrilegious Traitor 
The Fall of Lucifer—and The Laſt Day.” From 
whence I gathered, that her diſpoſition was gloomy, and 
her imagination delighted with objects of horror. Her 
library was compoſed of the beſt Engliſh hiftorians, 
poets, and philoſophers; of all the French critics and 
poets, and of a few books in Italian, chiefly poetry, at 
the head of which were Taſſo and Arioſto, pretty much 
uſed. Beſides theſe, tranſlations of the claſſics into 
French, but not one book in Greek or Latin; a cir- 
cumſtance that diſcovered her ignorance in theſe lan- 
guages.. After having taken a full view of this collec- 
tion, I retired, and, at the uſual time, was preparing to 


— 


lay the cloth, when I was told by the maid that her 


miſtreſs was ſtill in bed, and had been ſo aſſected with 
the notes of the hounds in the morning, that ſhe actu- 
ally believed herſelf a hare beſet by the hunters; and 
begged a few greens to munch for breakfaſt. When I 
expreſſed my ſurpriſe at this unaccountable imagination, 
ſhe gave me to underſtand, that her lady was very mucli 
ſubject to whims of this nature; ſometimes fancying 
herſelf an animal, ſometimes a piece of furniture, du- 
ring which conceited transformations it was very dan- 
gerous to come near her, eſpecially when ſhe repreſent- 
ed a beaſt; for that, lately, in the character of a cat, the 
had flown at her, and ſcratched her face. in a terrible 

manner; that, fome months ago, ſhe propheſied the 
general conflagration was at hand, and nothing would 
be able to quench it but her water, which therefore the 
kept ſo long that her life was in danger; and the muſt 
needs have died of the retention, had they not found an 
expedient to make her evacuate, by kindling a. bonfire 
under her chamber window, and perſuading her that 
the houſe was in flames; upon which, with great deli- 
beration, ſhe bade them bring all the tubs and veſſels 
they could find, to be filled, for the preſervation of the 
houſe, into one of which ſhe immediately diſcharged 
the cauſe of her diſtemper. I was alſo informed, that 
nothing contributed ſo, much to the recovery of her rea- 
{on as muſic, which was always adminiſtered on thoſe 
occaſions by Nareiſſa, who. played perfectly well on the 
harpſichord, and to whom ſhe (the maid) was juſt then 
going to intimate her aunt's diſorder. She was no ſoon- 
er gone, than I was ſummoned by the bell to my lady's 
chamber, where I found her ſitting ſquat: on her hams 
on the floor, in the manner of puſs when ſhe Liſtens to 
the outcries of her purſuers. When I appeared, ſhe 
ſtarted up with an alarmed look, and ſprung to the o- 
ther ſide of the room to avoid me, whom, without 
doubt, the miſtook for a beagle thirſting after her life. 
Perceiving her extreme confuſion, I retired, and, on 
the ſtair-caſe, met the adorable Narciſſa coming up, to 
whom ] imparted the ſituation of my miſtreſs: She ſaid 
not a word, but, ſmiling with unſpeakable grace, went 
into her aunt's apartment, and in a little time my ears 


were raviſhed with the effects of her ſkill. She accom- 
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panied the inſtrument with a voice ſo ſweet and melo. 
dious, that I did not wonder at the ſurpriſing change it 
produced on the ſpirits of my miſtreſs, which were ſoon 
compoſed to peace and ſober reflection. | 
ABou'T ſeven o'clock the hunters arrived, with the 
ſkins of two foxes and one badger, carried before them 
as trophies of their ſucceſs: And, when they were a- 
bout to fit down to dinner (or ſupper), Sir Timothy 
Thicket deſired that Narciſſa would honour the table 
with her preſence : But this requeſt, notwithftanding 
her brother's threats and intreaties, ſhe refuſed, on pre- 
tenee of attending her aunt, who was indiſpoſed; fo I 
enjoyed the ſatisfaction of ſeeing my rival mortified ; 
But this diſappointment made no great impreſſion on 
him, who conſoled himſelf with the bottle, of which 
the whole company became to enamoured, that, after a 
moſt horrid uproar of laughing, ſinging, ſwearing, dan- 
cing, and fighting, they were all carried to bed in a ſtate 
of utter oblivion. My duty being altogether detached 
from the Squire and his family, I led a pretty eaſy and 
comfortable life, drinking daily intoxicating draughts of 
love from the charms of Nareifla, which brightened on 
my contemplation every day more and more. Inglori- 
ous as my ſtation was, I became blind to my own un- 
worthineſs, and even conceived hopes of one day enjoy- 
ing this amiable creature, whole affability greatly encou- 
raged theſe preſumptuous thoughts. 


"CHAPTER XI, 
My miſtreſs is ſurpriſed at my learning—communicates her 


performances to me I impart ſome of mine to her—am 
mortified at her faint praiſe—Narcifſa approves of my 
condud—1T gain an involuntary conqueſt over the cook- 
evench and dairy-maid—their mutual reſentment and in- 


finuations—the jealouſy of their lovers. 


URING this ſeaſon of love and tranquillity, my 
muſe, which had lain dormant fo long, awoke, 
and produced ſeveral ſmall performances on the ſubject 
of my flame : But, as it concerned me nearly to remain 
undiſcovered in my real character and ſentiments, I was 
under a neceſſity of mortifving my deſire of praiſe, by 
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conſining my works to my own peruſal and applauſe. 
In the mean time I ſtrove to inſinuate myſelf into the 
good opinion of both ladies; and ſucceeded ſo well, by 
my diligence and dutiful behaviour, that, in a little time, 
I was at leaſt a favourite ſervant; and frequently enjoy- 
ed the pleaſure of hearing myſelf mentioned in French. 
and Italian, with ſome degree of warmth and ſurpriſe, 
by the dear object of all my wiſhes, as a perſon who 
had ſo much of the gentleman in my appearance and 
diſcourſe, that ſhe could not for her ſoul treat me like 
a common lacquey. My prudence and modetty were 
not long proof againſt theſe bewitching compliments. 
One day, while I waited at dinner, the converſation 

turned upon a knotty paſſage of Taſſo's Gieruſalem, 
which, it ſeems, had puzzled them both: After a great 
many unſatisfactory conjectures, my miſtreſs, taking the 
book out of her pocket, turned up the place in queſtion, 
and read the ſentence over and over without ſucceſs ; at 
length, deſpairing of finding the author's meaning, the 
turned to me, ſaying, „Come hither, Bruno, let us 
ſee what fortune will do for us; I will interpret to thee 
what goes before and what follows this obſcure para- 
graph, the particular words of which I will alſo explain, 
that thou mayeſt, by comparing one with another, guels 
the ſenſe of that which perplexes us.” I was too vain 
to let flip this opportunity of diſplaying my talents, 
therefore, without heſitation, read and explained the 
whole of that which had dilconcerted them, to the utter 
aſtoniſhment of both. Narcifla's face and lovely neck 
were overſpread with bluſhes, from which I drew a fa- 
vourable omen, while her aunt, after having ſtared at 
me a good while with a look of amazement, exclaimed, 
« In the name of heaven! Who art thou?“ I told her 
I had picked up a ſmattering of Italian, during a voyage 
up the Straits. At this explanation ſhe thook her head, 
and obſerved, that no ſmatterer could read as I had 
done. She then deſired to know if I underitood French? 
To which queſtion, I anſwered in the affirmative: She 
| aſked, if I was acquainted with the Latin and Greek? 
I replied, “ A little. Oho! (continued ſhe) and 
with philoſophy and mathematics, I ſuppoſe rf” -I own- 
ed, I knew ſomething of each. Then the repeated her 
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3 The ADVENTURES | 
ſtare and interrogation. I began to repent of my vani- 
ty, and, in order to repair the fault I had committed, 
ſaid, it was not to be wondered at if I had a tolerable 
education, for learning was ſo cheap in my country, that 
every peaſant was a ſcholar z but I hoped her ladyſhip 
would think my underſtanding no exception to my cha- 
racter. She was pleaſed to anſwer, «No, no, God for- 
bid.” But during the reſt of the time they ſat at table, 
they behaved with remarkable reſerve. 

Tris alteration gave me great uneaſineſs; and I paſ- 
ſed the night without ſleep, in melancholy reflections on 
the vanity of young men, which prompts them to com- 
mit ſo many fooliſh actions, contrary to their own ſober 
judgment. Next day, however, inſtead of profiting by 
this ſelf-condemnation, I yielded ſtill more to the dictates 
of the principle I had endeavoured to chaſtiſe, and, if 
fortune had not befriended me more than prudence 
could expect, I ſhould have been treated with the con- 
tempt it deſerved. After breakfaſt, my lady, who was 
a true author, bade me follow her into the ſtudy, where 
ſhe expreſſed herſelf thus: « Since you are ſo learned, 
you cannot be void of taſte; therefore I am to deſire 
your opinion of a ſmall performance in poetry, which I 
lately compoſed. You muſt know I have planned a 
tragedy, the ſubject of which ſhall be the murder of a 
prince before the altar, where he is buſy at his devo- 
tions. After the deed is perpetrated, the regicide will 
harangue the people with the bloody dagger in his hand ; 
and I have already compoſed a ſpeech, which I think 
will ſuit the character extremely—Here it is.” —Then 
taking up a ſcrap of paper, ſhe read with violent em- 
phaſis and geſture, as follows: 

Thus have 1 ſent the fimple king to hell, 

Without or coffin, ſhroud, or paſſing bell: 

To me, what are divine and human laws ? 

1 court no ſanttion but my own applauſe ! | 
Ropes, robb'ries, treaſens, yield my ſoul delight ; 
And human carnage gratifies my ſight : ER 
1 drag the parent by the heary hair, © 

And toſs the ſprawling infant on my ſpear, 
While the fond mother's cries regale mine ear. 

1 fight, I vanquiſb, murder friends and fees ; 
Nor dare ih immortal gods my rage oppoſe. 
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Touch I did great violence to my underſtanding 
in praiſing this unnatural rhapſody, I nevertheleſs ex- 
tolled it as a production that of it{elf deſerved immortal 
fame; and beſought her ladyſhip to bleſs the world 
with the fruits of thoſe uncommon talents Heaven had 
beſtowed upon her. She ſmiled with a look of ſelf- 
complacency, and, encouraged by the incenſe I had of- 
fered, communicated all her poetical works, which I 
applauded one by one, with as little candour as I had 
ſhown at firſt. Satiated with my flattery, which, I hope, 
my ſituation juſtified, ſhe could not in conſcience refuſe 
me an opportunity of ſhining in my turn; and, there- 
fore, after a compliment to my nice diſcernment and 
taſte, obſerved, that, doubtleſs, I muſt have produced 
ſomething in that way myſelf, which ſhe defired to ſee. 
This was a temptation I could by no means reſiſt. I 
owned that, while I was at college, I wrote ſome ſmall 
detached pieces, at the deſire of a friend who was in 
love ; and at her requeſt repeated the following verſes, 


which indeed my love for Narcifla had inſpired. 
On CEL 14, playing on the Harpſichord and Singing. 
| I. | 


When Sappho ftruck the quiv'ring wire, 
T he throbbing breaſt was all on fire : 
And, when fhe rait d the vocal lay, 
The captive ſoul was charm'd away. 

II 


But had the nymph poſſeſs d with theſe, 
Thy ſofter, chaſter power to pleaſe ; 
Thy beauteous air of ſprightly youth, 
Thy native ſmiles of artleſs truth ; 

III. 


The worm of grief had never prey d 
On the forſaken love-fick maid : 

Nor had ſhe mourn'd an hapleſs flame, 
Nor daſh'd on rocks her tender frame. 


My miſtreſs paid me a cold compliment on my ver- 
ſification, which, the ſaid, was elegant enough, but the 
ſubject beneath the pen of a true poet. I was extreme- 
ly nettled at her indifference, and looked at Narciſſa, 
who by this time had joined us, for her approbation ; 


254 The ADVENTURES f 

but ſhe declined giving her opinion, proteſting ſhe was 
no judge of theſe matters: So that I was forced to re- 
tire, very much baulked in my expectation, which was 
generally a little too ſanguine. In the afternoon, how- 
ever, the waiting- maid aſſured me that Narciſſa had ex- 
preſſed her approbation of my performance with great 
warmth, and deſired her to procure a copy of it, as for 
herſelf, "that ſhe (Narciſſa) might have an opportunity 
to peruſe i it at pleaſure. I was elated to an extravagant 
pitch at this intelligence, and immediately tranſcribed a 
fair copy of my ode, which was carried to the dear 
charmer, together with another on the fame ſubject, as 
follows : 

V 
Thy fatal ſhafts unerring move, 
2 2 before thine altar, Love ! 
1 feel thy ſoft reſitleſs flame 
Glide fawift through all my vital frame! 
II 


For while I gaze, my boſom glows, 
My blood in tides impetuous flows ; 
Hope, fear, and joy alternate roll, 
And floods of tranſports *whelm my ſoul ! 
My falt ring tongue attempts in vain, 
In ſoothing murmurs to complain ; 
My tongue ſome ſecret magic ties, 
My murmurs fink in broken fighs ! 
IV. 
. to nurſe eternal care, 
And ever drop the filent tear; 
Unheard I mourn, unknown J figh, 
Unfriended live, unpity'd die! 


WHETHER or not Narcifla diſcovered my paſſion, I 
could not learn from her behaviour, which, though al- 
ways benevolent to me, was henceforth more reſerved 
and leſs cheerful. While my thoughts aſpired to a 
ſphere ſo far above me, I had unwittingly made a con- 
queſt of the cook-wench and dairy-maid, who became 
{o jealous of each other, that, if their ſentiments bad 
been refined by education, it is probable one or other of 
them would have had recourſe to poiſon or ſteel, to be 
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avenged of her rival; but, as their minds were happily 
adapted to their humble ſtation, their mutual enmity 
was confined to ſcolding and fiſty-cuffs, in which exer- 
ciſes they were both well {killed. My good fortune did 
not long remain a ſecret; for it was diſcloſed by the fre- 
quent broils of theſe heroines, who kept no decorum in 
their encounters. | The coachman and gardener, who 
paid their devoirs to my admirers, each to his reſpective 
choice, alarmed at my ſucceſs, laid their heads toge- 
ther, in order to concert a plan of revenge; and the 


former having been educated at the academy of Totten- 


ham Court, undertook to challenge me to ſingle com- 
bat. He accordingly, with many opprobrious invectives, 
bade me defiance, and offered to box me for twenty 
guineas. I told him, that, although I believed myſelf a 
match for him, even at that work, I would not de- 
ſcend ſo far below the dignity of a gentleman as to fight 
like a porter; but if he had any thing to ſay to me, I 
was his man at blunderbuſs, muſket, piſtol, ſword, 
hatchet, fpit, cleaver, fork, or needle; nay, I ſwore, 
that, ſhould he give his tongue any more ſaucy liberties 
at my expence, I would crop his ears without any cere- 
mony. This rhodomontade, delivered with a ſtern 


countenance and reſolute tone, had the defired effect 


upon my antagoniſt, who, with ſome confuſion, ſneaked 
off, and gave his friend an account of his 'reception. 
The ſtory taking air among the ſervants, procured for 
me the title of Gentleman John, with which I was 
ſometimes honoured, even by my miſtreſs and Narciſſa, 
who had been informed of the whole affair by the cham- 
ber-maid. In the mean time, the rival queens exprefled 
their paſſion by all the ways in their power: The cook 
entertained me with choice bits, the dairy-maid with 
ſtroakings; the firſt would often encourage me to diſco- 
ver myſelf by complimenting me upon my courage and 
learning, and obſerving, that, if the had a huſband like 
me, to maintain order, and keep accounts, ſhe could make 
a great deal of money by ſetting up an eating-houſe at 
London, for gentlemens ſervants on board wages. The 
other courted my affection, by ſhewing her own import- 
ance, and telling me, that many a ſubſtantial farmer in 
the neighbourhood would be glad to marry her; but 


— - - ＋ 1 
. rn 
— — ; 2 - 
— DT” Eo 2 pres 


Ct —— wms 
— — —— — 
* * 
2 r 0 * 
TUES: . 
— * G TT. no De od 5 


256 The ADVENTURES y 
ſhe was reſolved to pleaſe her eye, if ſhe ſhould plague 
her heart. Then ſhe would launch out into the praiſe 
of my proper perſon, and ſay, ſhe was fure I would 
make a good huſband, for I was very good natured. I 
began to be uneaſy at the importunities of theſe inamo- 
ratas, whom, at another time, perhaps, I might have 
pleaſed without the difagreeable ſauce of matrimony ; 
but at preſent my whole foul was engroſſed by Narciſſa, 
and I could not bear the thoughts of doing any thing 
derogatory of the paſſion I entertained for her. TC 


| CHAPTER XII. | 

Narcifſa being in danger from the brutality of Sir Timothy, 
is reſcued by me, who revenge myſelf on my rival —I de. 
clare my paſſion, and retreat to the ſea-fide—am ſur- 
rounded by ſmugglers, and carried to Boulogne—find my 
uncle Lieutenant Bowling in great diftreſs, and relieve 
him our converſation. | 


i T certain intervals, my ambition would revive; I 
A would deſpiſe myſelf for my tame reſignation to 
my ſordid fate, and revolve an hundred ſchemes for aſ- 
fuming the character of a gentleman, to which I thought 
myſelf entitled by birth and education, In theſe fruit- 
leis ſuggeſtions time ſtole away unperceived, and I had 
already remained eight months in the ſtation of a foot- 
man, when an accident happened that put an end to my 
ſervitude, and for the preſent baniſhed all hopes of ſuc- 
ceeding in my love, 

Narcissa went one day to viſit Miſs Thicket, who. 
lived with her brother within leſs than a mile of our 
houſe, and was perfuaded to walk home in the cool of 
the evening, accompanied by Sir Timothy, who, having 
a good deal of the brute in him, was inſtigated to uſe 
fome unbecoming familiarities with her, encouraged by 
the ſolitarineſs of a field through which they paſſed. 
'The lovely creature was incenſed at his rude behaviour, 
for which ſhe reproached him in fuch a manner, that 
he loſt all regard to decency, and actually offered vio- 
lence to this pattern of innocence and beauty. But 
Heaven would not ſuffer fo much goodneſs to be vio- 
lated z and ſent me, who, paſſing by accident near the 
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place, was alarmed with her cries, to her ſuccour. What 
were the emotions of my ſoul when I beheld Narcifla, 
almoſt ſinking beneath the brutal force of this fatyr | 
I flew like lightning to her reſcue, and he perceiving 
me, quitted his prey, and drew his hanger to chaſtiſe 
my preſumption. - My indignation was too high to ad- 
mit one thought of fear; ſo that, ruſhing upon him, I 
ſtruck his weapon out of his hand, and uſed my cudgel 
ſo ſucceſsfully, that he fell to the ground, and lay, to all 
appearance, without ſenſe. Then I turned to Narciſſa, 
who had ſwooned, and fitting down by her, gently rai- 
ſed her head, and ſupported it on my boſom, while, 
with my hand around her waiſt, I kept her in that po- 
fition. My ſoul was thrilled with tumultuous joy at 
feeling the object of my deareſt wiſhes within my arms 
and while the lay inſenſible, I could not refrain from 
applying my cheek to hers, and raviſhing a kiſs. In a 
little time, the blood began to reviſit her face; ſhe 
opened her enchanting eyes, and having recollected her 
late fituation, ſaid, with a look full of tender acknow- 
ledgment, Dear John, I am eternally obliged to you!? 
So ſaying, ſhe made an effort to riſe, in which I affiſted 
her, and ſhe proceeded to the houſe, leaning upon me 
all the way. I was a thouſand times tempted by this 
opportunity to declare my paſſion, but the dread of diſ- 
obliging her reſtrained my tongue. We had not mo- 
ved an hundred paces from the ſcene of her diſtreſs, 
when I perceived Sir Timothy riſe and walk home- 
ward; a circumſtance, which, though it gave me ſome 
ſatisfaction, in as much as I thereby knew I had not 
killed him, filed me with juſt apprehenſion of his re- 
ſentment, which I found myſelf in no condition to with- 
ſtand; eſpecially when I conſidered his intimacy. with 
our fanire, to whom I knew he could juſtify himſelf 
for what he had done, by imputing it to his love, and 
deſiring his brother Bruin to take the ſame liberty with 
his ſiſter, without any fear of offence. When we arri- 
ved at the houſe, Narciſſa aſſured me, the would exert 


all her influence in protecting me from the revenge os 


Thicket, and likewiſe engage her aunt in my favour. 

At the ſame time, pulling out her purſe, offered it as 2 

imall confideration for the ſervice I had done her. Dus 
You, k L 1 
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I ſtood too much upon the punctilios of love to incur 
the leaſt ſuſpicion of being mercenary, and refuſed the 
preſent, by ſaying, I had merited nothing by barely do- 
ing my duty. She ſeemed aſtoniſhed at my diſintereſt- 
edneſs, and bluſhed; I felt the ſame ſuffuſion, and, with 
a downcaſt eye and broken accent, told her, I had one 
requeſt to make, which, if her generoſity would grant, 
I ſhould think myſelf fully recompenſed for an age of 
miſery. She changed colour at this preamble, and, 

with great confuſion, replied, ſhe hoped my good ſenſe 
would hinder me from aſking any thing ſhe was bound 
in honour to refuſe, and therefore bade me ſignify my 
deſire. Upon which I kneeled, and begged to kiſs her 
hand. She immediately, with an averted look, ſtretched 
it out; I imprinted on it an ardent kiſs, and bathing 3 it 
with my tears, cried, „Dear Madam, I am an unfortu- 
nate gentleman, and love you to diſtraction, but would 
have died a thouſand deaths rather than make this de- 
claration under ſuch a ſervile appearance, were I not de- 
termined to yield to the rigour of my fate, to fly from 
your bewitching preſence, and bury my preſumptuors 

paſſion in eternal ſilence.” With theſe words I roſe 
and went away, before ſhe could recover her fpirits ſo 
far as to make any reply. My firſt care was to go and 
conſult Mrs Sagely, with whom I had maintained a 
friendly correſpondence ever ſince I left her houſe. 

When {ſhe underſtood my ſituation, the good woman, 
with real concern, condoled me on my ufthappy fate, 
and approved of my reſolution to leave the country, as 
being perfectly well acquainted with the barbarous diſ- 
poſition of my rival, « who by this time (ſaid ſhe) has 
no doubt meditated a ſcheme of revenge. Indeed I 
cannot ſee how you will be able to elude his vengeance; 
being himſelf in the commiſſion, he will immediately 
grant warrants for apprehending you; and as almoſt all 
the people in this country are dependent on him or his 
friend, it will be impoſſible for you to find ſhelter 
among them : If you ſhould be apprehended, he will 
commit you to jail, where you may poſſibly languiſh in 
great miſery till the next aſſizes, and then be tranſport- 
ed for aſſaulting a magiſtrate.” While ſhe thus warned 
me of my danger, we heard a knocking at the door, 
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which threw us both into great conſternation, as, in all 
probability, it was occationed by my purſuers; where- 
upon this generous old lady, putting two guineas .into 
my hand, with tears in her eyes, bade me, for God's 


fake, get out at the back door, and conſult my ſafety as 


providence ſhould direct me. There was no time for 
deliberation. I followed her advice, and eſcaped by the 
benefit of a dark night to the ſea fide, where, while I 
ruminated on my next excurſion, I was all of a ſudden 
ſurrounded by armed men, who, having bound my 
hands and feet, bade me make no noiſe on pain of be- 
ing ſhot, and carried me on board of a veſſel, which I 
ſoon perceived to be a ſmuggling cutter. This diſco- 
very gave me ſome ſatisfaction at firſt, becauſe I con- 
cluded myſelf ſafe from the reſentment of Sir Timothy: 


But when I found myſelf in the hands of ruffians, who 


threatened to execute me for a ſpy, I would have 
thought myſelf happily quit for a year's impriſonment, 
or even tranſportation. It was in vain for me to pro- 
teſt my innocence: I could not perſuade them that I 
had taken a ſolitary walk to their haunt, at ſuch an 
hour, merely for my own amuſement z and I did not 
think it my intereſt to diſcloſe the true cauſe of my re- 
treat, becauſe I was afraid they would have made their 
peace with juſtice by ſurrendering me to the penalty of 
the law. What confirmed their ſuſpicion was, the ap- 
pearance of a cuſtomhouſe yacht, which gave them 
chace, and had well nigh made a prize of the veſſel; 

when they were delivered from their fears by a thick 
fog, which effectually ſcreened them, and favoured their 
arrival at Boulogne. But before they got out of fight 
of their purſuer, they held a council of war about me, 
and ſome of the moſt ferocious among them would have 
thrown me overboard as a traitor who had betrayed 
them to their enemies; but others more conſiderate, al- 


ledged, that, if they put me to death, and ſhould after- 


wards be taken, they could expect no mercy from the 

Legiſlature, which would never pardon outlawry aggra- 

vated by murder. It was therefore determined by a 

plurality of votes, that I ſhould be ſet on ſhore in 

France, and left to find my paſſage back to England as 

I ſhould think proper, this being puniſhment ſufficient 
L 1a: 
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for the bare ſuſpicion of a crime in itſelf not capital, 
Although this favourable determination gave me great 
pleaſure, the apprehenſion of being robbed would not 
ſuffer me to be perfectly at eaſe. To prevent this cala- 


mity, as ſoon as I was untied, in conſequence of the 


foreſaid deciſion, I tore a ſmall hole in one of my 
ſtockings, into which 1 dropped fix gumeas, reſerving 
half a piece and ſome filver in my pocket, that, finding 


ſomething, taey might not be tempted to make any 


further enquiry. This was a very neceſſary precaution ; 
for when we came within ſight of the French ſhore, one 
of the ſmugglers told me, I muſt pay for my paſſage. 
To this declaration J replied, that my paflage was none 
of my own ſeeking; therefore they could not expect a 
reward from me for tranſporting me into a ſtrange 
country by force. «© Damme! (ſaid the outlaw), none 
of your palaver; but let me ſee what money you have 


got.“ 80 faying, he thruft his hand into my pocket 


without any ceremony, and emptied it of the contents : 


'Then caſting an eye at my hat and wig, which capti- 
vated his tancy, he took them off, and clapping his own 
on my head, declared, that a fair exchange was no rob- 
bery. I was fain to put up with the bargain, which was 
by no means favourable to me; and a little while after 
we. went all on ſhore together. 

I-RESOLVED to take my leave of theſe deſperadoes 
without much ceremony, when one of them cautioned 
me againſt appearing to their prejudice if ever I return- 
ed to England, unleſs I had a mind to be murdered; for 
which ſervice, he aſſured me, the gang never wanted 
agents. I promiſed to obſerve his advice, and departed 
for the Upper Town, where I enquired for a carbaret 
or public-houſe, into which I went, with an intention of 
taking ſome refreſhiment. In the kitchen, five Dutch 
failors fat at breakfaſt, with a large loaf, a firkin of but- 
ter, and a cag of brandy, the bung of which they often 
applied to their mouths with great perſeverance and ſa- 
tisfaction. At ſome diſtance from them I perceived 
another perſon in the ſame garb, ſitting in a penſive ſo- 
litary manner, entertaining himſelf with a whiff of to- 
bacco, from the ſtump of a pipe as black as jet. The 
appearance of diſtreſs never raked. to attract my regard 
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and compaſſion : I approached this forlorn tar with a 
view to offer him my aſſiſtance; and, notwithſtanding 
the alteration of dreſs, and diſguiſe of a long beard, I 
diſcovered in him my long loſt and lamented uncle and 
benefactor Lieutenant Bowling! Good Heaven] what 
were the agitations of my ſoul, between the joy of find- 

ing again ſuch a valuable friend, and the ſorrow of ſee- 
ing him in ſuch a low condition! The tears guſhed 
down my cheeks; I ſtood motionleſs and filent for ſome 
time; at length, recovering the uſe of ſpeech, exclaim- 
ed, « Gracious God ! Mr Bowling!“ My uncle no ſooner 
heard his name mentioned, than he ſtarted up, crying 
with ſome ſurpriſe, « Holloa!” and after having looked 
at me ſtedfaſtly, without being able to recollect me, ſaid, 
„Did you call me, brother?“ I told him I had ſome- 
thing extraordinary to communicate, and deſired him 
to give me the hearing for a few minutes in another 
room; but he would by no means conſent to this pro- 
poſal, ſaying, cc Avaſt there, friend; none of your tricks 
upon travellers z if you have any thing to ſay to me, do 


it above board; you need not be afraid of being over- 


heard; here are none who underſtand our lingo.” 

'T hough I was loth to diſcover myſelf before company, 
I could no longer refrain from telling him I was his own 
nephew Roderick Random. On this information, he 
conſidered me with great earneſtneſs and aſtoniſhment, 
and recalling my features, which, though enlarged, were 
not entirely altered ſince he had ſeen me, came up and 
{hook me by the hand very cordially, proteſting he was 
glad to ſee me well. After ſome pauſe, he went on 
thus: „ And yet, my lad, I am lorry to ſee you under 
fuch colours; the more ſa, as it is not in my power, at 
preſent, to change them for the better, times being very 
hard with me.” With theſe words I could perceive a 
tear trickle down his furrowed cheeks, which affected 
me ſo much, that I wept bitterly. Imagining my ſor- 
row was the effect of my own misfortunes, he comforted 
me, with obſerving, that life was a voyage in which we 
muſt expect to meet with all weathers; ſometimes it 
was calm, ſometimes rough; that a fair gale often ſuc- 
ceeded a ſtorm; that the wind did not always fit one 
way, and that deſpair ſignified nothing; but that reſo- 
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lution and {kill were better than a ſtout veſſel; for why? 
becauſe they require no carpenter, and grow ſtronger 
the more labour they undergo- I dried up my tears, 
which I aſſured him were not ſhed for my own diſtreſs, 
but for his, and begged leave to accompany him into an- 
other room, where we could converſe more at our eaſe. 
There I recounted to him the ungenerous uſage I had 
met with from Potion ; at which relation he ftarted up, 
ſtalked acroſs the room three or four times in a great 
hurry, and, graſping his eudgel, cried, © I would I were 
along-lide of him—that's all—1 would I were along-fide 
of be ˙ J then gave him a detail of all my adventures 
and ſufferings, which affected him more than I could 
have imagined; and concluded with telling him that 
Captain Oakum was {till alive, and that he might return 
to England when he would to ſolicit his affairs, without 
danger or moleſtation. He was wonderfully pleaſed 
with this piece of information, of which, however, he 
faid he could not at preſent avail himſelf, for want of 
money to pay for his paſſage to London. This objection 
I foon removed, by putting five guineas into his hand, 
and telling him, I thought myſelf extremely happy in 
having an opportunity of manifeſting my gratitude to 
him in his neceflity. But it was with the utmoſt diffi- 
culty I could prevail upon him to accept of two, which 
he affirmed were more than ſufficient to defray the ne- 
ceflary expence. After this friendly conteſt was over, 
he propoſed we ſhould have a meſs of ſomething : « For 
(ſaid he) it has been banyan day with me a great while. 
You muſt know I was ſhipwrecked five days ago, near 
a place called Liſieux, in company with thoſe Dutch- 
men who. are now drinking below; and having but 
little money when I came aſhore, it was ſoon ſpent, be- 
cauſe I let them have ſhare and ſhare while it laſted. 
Howſomever, I ſhould have remembered the old ſay- 
ing, Every hog his own apple : For when they found 
my hold unſtowed, they went all hands to thooling 
and begging, and becauſe I would not take a ſpell at 
the ſame duty, refuſed to give me the leaſt aſſiſt. 
ance; ſo that I have not broke bread theſe two days.” 
I was ſhocked at the extremity of his diſtreſs, and or- 
dered ſome bread, cheeſe, and wine to be brought im- 
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mediately, to allay his hunger, until a fricaſſee of 
chickens could be prepared. When he had recruited 
his ſpirits with this homely fare, I deſired to know the 
particulars of his peregrination, ſince the accident at 
Cape Tiberoon; which were briefly theſe : The money 
he had about him being all ſpent at Port Louis, the 
civility and hoſpitality of the French cooled to ſuch a 
degree, that he was obliged to liſt on board of one of 
their _ ſhips as a common foremaſt-man, to pre- 
vent himſelf from ſtarving on ſhore. In this ſituation 
he continued two years, during which time he had ac- 
quired ſome knowledge of their language, and the 
reputation of a good feaman ; The ſhip he belonged 
to was ordered home to France, where ſhe was laid 
up, as unfit for ſervice, and he was received on board 
of one of Monſieur D'Antin's ſquadron, in quality of 
quarter-maſter; which office he performed in a voyage 
to the Weſt-Indies, where they engaged with our ſhip, 
as before related; but his conſcience upbraiding him 
for ſerving the enemies of his country, he quitted the 
ſhip at the fame place where he firſt liſted, and got to 
Curacoa in a Dutch veſſel; there he bargained with a 
ſkipper bound to Europe, to work for his paſſage to 
Holland, from whence he was in hopes of hearing from 
his friends in England; but was caſt away, as he men- 
tioned before, on the French coaſt, and muſt have been 
reduced to the neceſſity of travelling on foot to Hol- 
land, and begging for his ſubſiſtence on the road, or of 
entering on board of another French man of war, at the 
hazard of being treated as a deſerter, if providence had 
not ſent me to his ſuccour. “ And now, my lad (con- 
tinued he), I think I ſhall fteer my courſe directly to 
London, where I do not doubt of being replaced, and 


of having the R taken off me by the Lords of the 


Admiralty, to whom I intend to write a petition, ſetting 
forth my caſe. If I ſucceed, I ſhall have wherewithal to 
give you ſome aſſiſtance, becauſe, when I left the ſhip, 
had two years pay due to me: Therefore I defire to 
know whither you are bound; and beſides, perhaps, 
I may have intereſt enough to procure a warrant ap- 
pointing you ſurgeon's mate of the ſhip to which I ſhall 
belong. For the beadle of the Admiralty is my good 
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Friend; and he and one of the under-clerks are ſworn 
brothers, and that under clerk has a good deal to ſay 
with one of the upper-clerks, who is very well known 
to the under-ſecretary, who, upon his recommendation, 
I hope will recommend my affair to the firſt ſecretary ; 
and he again will fpeak to one of the lords in my be- 
Half : So that you fee I do not want friends to afliſt me 
on occafion—As for the fellow, Crampley, tho'f I know 
him not, I am ſure he is neither ſeaman, nor officer, 
by what you have told me, or elſe he could never be ſo 
much miſtaken in his reckoning, as to run the ſhip on 
ſhore on the coaſt of Suſſex, before he believed himſelf 
in ſoundings ; neither, when that accident happened, 
would he have left the ſhip until ſhe had been ſtove to 
pieces, eſpecially when the tide was making; where- 
fore, by this time, I do ſuppoſe he has been tried by a 
court-martial, and executed for his cowardice and miſ- 
conduct.“ I could not help fmiling at the deſcription of 
my uncle's ladder, by which he propoſed to climb to 
the attention of the board of Admiralty ; and though 
J knew the world too well, to confide in ſuch depen- 
dence myſelf, I would not diſcourage him with doubts ; 
but aſked if he had no friend in London, who would 
advance a fmall ſum of money to enable him to appear 
as he ought, and make a {mall preſent to the under 
ſecretary, who might poſſibly diſpatch his buſineſs the 
ſooner on that account. He ſcratched his head, and, 
after ſome recollection, replied, & Why, yes, I believe 
Daniel Whipcord the ſhip-chandler in Wapping would 
not refuſe me ſuch a ſmall matter. I know I can have 
what credit I want, for lodging, liqour, and cloaths ; 
but as to money, I won't be poſitive : Had honeſt Block 
been living, I ſhould not have been at a loſs.” I was 
heartily ſorry to find a worthy man ſo deſtitute of friends, 
when he had ſuch need of them; and looked upon my 
own ſituation as leſs miſerable than his, becauſe I was 
better acquainted with the ſelfiſhneſs and roguery of 
mankind, conſequently leſs liable to diſappointment 
and impoſition. | 
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CHARTER XIII. 


He takes his paſſage in d cutter for Deal abe are accgſed 
by a prieſt, who proves to be a Scotchman—his profeſſion 
of friendſbip be is affronted by the lieutenant, who af 
terwards appeaſes him by ſubmiſſhon—my uncle embarks 
AI am introduced by a prieft to a capuchin, in whoſe 
company T ſet out for Pari the character of my felloau 
traveller an adventure on the road am ſhocked at 
his behaviour. 


HEN our repaſt was ended, we walked down 

to the harbour, where we found a cutter that 

was to fail for Deal in the evening, and Mr Bowling 
agreed for his paſſage : In the mean time, we ſauntered 
about the town to ſatisfy our curiolity, our converſation 
turning on the ſubject of my deſigns, which were not 
as yet fixed: Neither can it be ſuppoſed that my mind 
was at eaſe, when I found mylelf reduced almoſt to ex- 
treme poverty, in the midit of foreigners, among whom 
] had not one acquaintance to adviſe or betriend me. 
My uncle was ſenſible of my forlorn condition, and 
preſſed me to accompany him to England, where he 
did not doubt of finding ſome ſort of proviſion for me: 
But, beſides the other reaſons 1 had for avoiding that 
kingdom, I looked upon it, at this time, as the worit 
country in the univerle for a poor honeſt man to live in 
and therefore determined to remain in France, at all e- 
vents. I was confirmed in this reſolution, by a reverend 
prieſt, who paſſing by at this time, and overhearing us 
ſpeak Engliſh, accoſted us in the fame language, telling us, 
he was our countryman, and wiſhing it might be in his 
power to do us any ſervice: We thanked this grave 
perſon for his courteous offer, and invited him to drink 
a glaſs with us, which he did not think proper to re- 
fuſe, and we went all together into a tavern of his re- 
commending. After having drank to our healths in a 
bumper of good Burgundy, he began to enquire into 
our ſituation, particularly the place of our nativity, 
which we no ſooner named, than he ſtarted up, and 
wringing our hands with great fervour, ſhed a flood of 
tears, crying, © I come from the ſame part of the coun- 
try | perhaps you are my own relations.” I was on my 
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guard againit his careſſes, which I ſuſpected very much, 


when I remembered the adventure of the money- 
dropper; but without any appearance. of diffidence, 


_obſerved, that as he was born in that part of the coun- 


try, he muſt certainly know our families, which (how- 
ſoever mean our preſent appearance might be) were none 


of the moſt obſcure or inconfiderable. Then TI diſcove- 


red our names, to which I found he was no ſtranger: 
He had known my grandfather perſonally ; and, not- 
withſtanding an abſence of fifty years from Scotland, 
recounted ſo many particulars of the families in the 
neighbourhood, that my ſcruples were entirely removed, 


and I thought myſelf happy in his acquaintance. In the 


courſe of our converſation, I diſcloſed my condition 
without reſerve, and diſplayed my talents to ſuch ad- 
vantage, that the old father looked upon me with ad- 
miration, and aſſured me, that if I ſtaid in France, and 
liſtened to reaſon, I could not fail of making my for- 
tune, to which he would contribute all in his power. 

Mx uncle began to be jealous of the prieſt's inſinua- 
tion, and very abruptly declared, that, if ever I ſhould 
renounce my religion, he would break off all connexion 


and correſpondence with me; for it was his opinion, 


that no honeſt man would ſwerve from the principles in 
which he was bred, whether Turkiſh, Proteſtant, or 
Roman. The father, affronted at this declaration, with 


great vehemence, began a long diſcourſe, fetting forth 


the danger of obſtinacy, and ſhutting one's eyes againſt 
the light: He ſaid, that ignorance would be no plea to- 
wards juſtification, when we had opportunities of being 
better informed; and that, if the minds of people had 
not been open to conviction, the Chriſtian religion could 
not have been propagated in the world; and we ſhould 
how he in a ſtate of Pagan darkneſs and barbarity : He 
endeavoured to prove, by ſome texts of Scripture, and 
many quotations from the fathers, that the Pope was 
the ſucceſſor of St Peter, and vicar of Jefus Chriſt; tha 


the church of Rome was the true holy catholic church; 


and that the Proteſtant faith was an impious hereſy and 


damnable ſchiſm, by which many millions of fouls would 


faffer everlaſting perdition. When he had finiſhed his 
fermon, which I thought he pronounced with more 
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zeal than diſcretion, he addreſſed himſelf to my uncle, 
and deſired to know his objections to what had been 
ſaid. The lieutenant, whole attention had been wholly 
engroſſed by his own affairs, took the p'pe out of his 
mouth, and replied, “ As for me, friend, d'ye ſee, I 
have no objection to what you fay ; it may be cither true 
or falſe for what I know ; I meddle with no body's af- 
fairs but my on; the gunner to his linſtock, and the 
ſteerſman to the helm,. as the ſaying is. I truſt to no 
creed but the compaſs, and do unto every man as I 
would be done by; ſo that I defy the Pope, the Devil, 
and the Pretender; and hope to be ſaved as well as an- 
other.” This aſſociation of perſons gave great offence 
to the friar, who proteſted, in a mighty paſſion, that, 
if Mr Bowling had not been his countryman, he would 
have cauſed him to be impriſoned for his inſolence. I 
ventured to diſapprove of my uncle's raſhneſs, and ap- 
peaſed the old gentleman, by aſſuring him, there was 
ao offence intended by my kinſman, who, by this time, 
ſenſible of his error, ſhook the injured party by the 
hand, and afked pardon for the freedom he had taken. 
Matters being amicably compromiſed, he invited us to 
come and ſee him in the afternoon at the convent to 
which he belonged, and took his leave for the preſent ; 
when my uncle recommended it ſtrongly to me to per- 
ſevere in the religion of my forefathers, whatever advan- 
tages I might propoſe to myſelf by a change, which 
could not fail of diſgracing myſeif, and diſhonouring 
my family. I aſſured him, no conſideration ſhould induce 


me to forfeit his friendſhip and good opinion on that 


ſcore; at which aflurance he diſcovered great ſatisfac- 
tion, and put me in mind of dinner, which we imme- 
diately beſpoke, and, when it was ready, ate together. 
I 1MAGINED my acquaintance with the Scottiſh 
prieſt, if properly managed, might turn out to my ad- 
vantage, and therefore reſolved to cultivate it as much 
as I could. With this view we viſited him at his con- 
vent, according to his invitation, where he treated us 
with wine and {weetmeats, and ſhewed us. every thing 
that was remarkable in the monaſtery. Having been 
thus entertained, we took our leave, though not before 
J had promiſed to ſce him next day; and the time fixed 
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for my uncle's embarking being come, I accompanied 
him to the harbour, and ſaw him on board. We part. 


ed not without tears, after we had embraced and wiſhed 


one another all manner of proſperity z and he entreated 
me to write to him often, directing to Lieutenant Bow- 
ling, at the ſign of the Union Flag, near the Hermi- 
tage, London. | 

I RETURNED to the houſe in which we had met, 
where [I paſſed the night in a very ſolitary manner, re- 
flecting on the ſeverity of my fate, and endeavouring to 


Project ſome likely {ſcheme of life for the future; but 


my invention failed me; I ſaw nothing but unſurmounts 
able difficulties in my way, and was ready to deſpair at 
the miſerable proſpect ! That I might not, however, ne- 
glect any probable means, I got up in the morning, and 
went directly to the father, whoſe advice and afliftance 
I implored. He received me very kindly, and gave me 


10 underſtand, that there was one way of life in which 
a perſon of my talents could not fail of making a great 


ligure. I gueſſed his meaning, and told him once for 
all, I was fully determined againſt any alteration in point 
of religion, therefore, if his propoſal regarded the church, 

he might fave himfelt the trouble of explaining it. He 
ihook his head, and ſighed, faying, « Ah! ſon, ſon, 
what a glorious profpedt 1 is here ſpoiled, by your ſtub- 
born prejudice ! Suffer yourſelf to be perſuaded by rea- 
jon, and conſult your temporal welfare, as well as the 
concerns of your eternal foul. I can, by my intereſt, 
procure your admiſſion as a noviciate into this convent, 
where I will ſuperintend and direct you with a truly pa- 
ternal affection. Then he launched out into the praiſes 
of a monaſtic life, which no noiſe diſturbs, no cares mo- 
leſt, and no danger invades ; where the heart is weaned 
from carnal attachments, the groſſer appetites ſubdued 
and chaſtiſed, and the {foul wafted to divine regions of 
philoſophy and truth, on the wings of ſtudious contem- 
plation. But his cloquence was loſt upon me, whom 
two conſiderations enabled to withſtand his temptations 
namely, my promiſe to my uncle, and my averſion to 
an eccleſiaſtical life; for, as to the difference of reli- 


gion, I looked upon it as a thing of too ſmall moment 
10 come in competition with a man's fortune. Finding 
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me immoveable on this head, he told me he was more 
ſorry than offended at my non-compliance, and ſtill rea- 


dy to employ his good offices in my behalf. The 
ſame erroneous maxims (ſaid he) that obſtruct your pro- 


motion in the church, will infallibly prevent your ad- 
vancement in the army; but if you can bruik the con- 
dition of a ſervant, I am acquainted with ſome people 
of rank at Verſailles, to whom I can give you letters of 


recommendation, that you may be entertained by ſome - 


one of them in quality of maitre d' hotel; and I do not 


doubt that your qualifications will ſoon entitle you to a 


better proviſion.” I embraced his offer with great ea- 
gerneſs; and he appointed me to come back in the af- 
rernoon, when he would not only give me letters, but 
likewiſe introduce me to a capuchin of his acquaintance, 
who intended to ſet out for Paris next morning, in 
whoſe company-I might travel, without being at the ex- 
pence of one livre during the whole] journey. This piece 
of good news gave me infinite pleaſure; I acknowledged 
my obligation to the benevolent father, in the moſt 
grateful expreſſions; and he performed his promiſe to 
a tittle, in delivering the letters, and making me, ac- 


quainted with the capuchin, with whom I departed next 


morning by break of day. 

IT was not long before I diſcovered my fellow-tra- 
veller to be a merry facetious fellow, who, notwithſtand- 
ing his profeſſion and appearance of mortiſication, loved 
good eating and drinking better than his roſary, and 
paid more adoration to a pretty girl than to the Virgin 
Mary, or St Genevieve. He was a thick brawny young 
man, with red eye-brows, a hook-nole, a face covered 
with freckles; and his name was Frere Balthazar. His 
order did not permit him to wear linen, ſo that, having 
little occaſion to undreſs himſelf, he was none of the 
cleanlieſt animals in the world; and his conſtitution was 
naturally ſo ſtrongly ſcented, that I always thought it 
convenient to keep to the windward of him in our 
march. As he was perfectly well known on the road, 
we fared ſumptuouſly without any coſt, and the fatigue 
of our journey was much alleviated by the good humour 
of my companion, who ſung an infinite number of 
catches on the ſubjects of love and wine. We took up 
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our lodging the firſt night at a peaſant's houſe not far 
from Abbeville, where we were entertained with an ex. 
cellent ragout, cooked by our landlord's daughters, one 
of whom was very handſome. After having eaten hear. 
tily, and drank a ſufficient quantity of ſmall wine, we 
were conducted to a barn, where we found a couple of 
carpets ſpread upon clean ftraw for our reception. We 
had not lain in this fituation above half an hour, when 
we heard ſomebody knock ſoftly at the door, upon 


which Balthazar got up, and let in our hoſt's two daugh- 


ters, who wanted to have ſome private converſation with 
him in the dark; when they had whiſpered together 
tome time, the capuchin came to me, and aſked if I 
was inſenſible to love, and to hard-hearted as to refuſe 
a ſhare of my bed to a pretty maid, who had a fendre 
for me? I muſt own, to my thame, that I ſuffered my- 
felf to be overcome by my paſlion, and with great ea- 
gerneſs ſeized the occaſion, when I underſtood that the 
amiable Nanette was to be my bedfellow. In yain did 
my reaſon ſuggeſt the reſpect that I owed to my dear 
miſtreſs Narcifla ; the idea of that lovely charmer rather 
increaſed than allayed the ferment of my ſpirits ; and 
the young paiſanne had no reaſon to complain of my re- 
membrance, Early in the morning, the kind creatures 


left us to our repoſe, which laſted till eight o'clock, 


when we got up, and were treated at breakfaſt with 
chocolate and Peay de vie, by our paramours, of whom 
we took a tender leave, after my companion had con- 
felled and given them abſolution. While we proceeded 
on our journey, the converſation turned upon the night's 


adventure, being introduced by the capuchin, who aſk- 


ed me how I liked my lodging: I declared my ſatisfac- 
tion, and talked in rapture of the agreeable Nanette; at 
which he fhook his head, and fmiling, ſaid, the was a 
morceau pour la bonne bouche. 1 never valued mylelt 
(continued he) upon any thing ſo much as the congueit 
of Nanette; and, vanity apart, I have been pretty for- 


tunate in my amours.” This information ſhocked me 


not a little, as I was well convinced of his intimacy with 
her ſiſter; and, though I did not care to tax him with 
downright inceſt, I profeſſed my aſtoniſhment at his laſt 


night's choice, when, I ſuppoſed, the other was at bis 


- 
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devotion. To this hint, he anſwered, that, beſides his 
natural complaiſance to the ſex, he had another reaſon 
to diſtribute his favours equally between them, namely, 
to preſerve peace in the family, which could not other- 
wiſe be maintained; that, moreover, Nanette had con- 
ceived an affection for me, and he loved her too well to 
baulk her inclination 3 more eſpecially, when he had an 
opportunity of obliging his friend at the ſame time. 1 
thanked him for this inſtance of his friendſhip, though 
[ was extremely diſguſted at his want of delicacy, and 
curſed the occaſion that threw me in his way. Liber- 
tine as I was, I could not bear to ſee a man behave ſs 
wide of the character he aſſumed : I looked upon him 
as a perſon of very little worth or honeſty, and ſhould 
have even kept a wary eye upon my pocket, if I had 
thought he could have any temptation to ſteal. But L 
could not conceive the uſe of money to a capuchin, who 
is obliged, by the rules of his order, to appear like a 
beggar, and enjoys all other neceſſaries of life gratis; 
beſides, my fellow-traveller ſeemed to be of a com- 
plexion too careleſs and ſanguine to give me any appre- 
henſion on that ſcore ; fo that I proceeded with great 
confidence, in expectation of being ſoon at my journey's 
end, | 
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We lodge at a houſe near Amiens, awhere I am robbed by 
the capuchin, who eſcapes while I am aſleep—T go to 
Noyons in ſcarch of him, but without ſucceſs—make my. 
condition known to ſeveral people, but find no relief —grow 


deſperate join a company of ſoldiers —enhft in the regi- 


ment of Picardy—ave are ordered into Germany I find 
the fatigues of the march almsft intolerable—quarrel with 
my comrade in a diſpute about politics—he challenges me 

to the field, wounds and diſarms me. | . 
1 third night of our pilgrimage we paſſed at a 
houſe near Amiens, where Balthazar being un- 
known, we ſupped upon indifferent fare, and ſour wine, 
and were fain to lie in a garret, upon an old matraſs, 
which, I believe, had been in the poſſeſſion of ten thou- 


ſand myriads of fleas, time out of mind. We did not 
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invade their territory with impunity : In leſs than a mi- 
nute we were attacked by ſtings innumerable; in ſpite 
of which, however, we fell faſt aſleep, being exceſſively 
fatigued with our day's march, and did not wake till 
nine next morning, when ſeeing myſelf alone, I ſtarted 
up in a terrible fright, and examining my pockets, 
found my preſaging fear too true! My companion had 
made free with my caſh, and left me to ſeek my way to 
Paris by myſelf! I ran down ſtairs immediately; and, 
with a look full of grief and amazement, enquired for 
the mendicant, who, they gave me to underſtand, had 
ſet out four hours before, after having told them, I was 
a little indiſpoſed, and deſired I might not be diſturbed, 
but be informed when I ſhould wake that he had taken 
the road to Noyons, where he would wait for my co- 
ming, at the Coq d'Or. I ſpoke not a word, but with 
a heavy heart directed my courle to that place, at which. 
I arrived in the afternoon, fainting with wearineſs and 
hunger; but learned, to my utter confuſion, that no 
ſuch perſon had been there! It was happy for me that 
I had a good deal of reſentment in my conſtitution, 
which animated me on ſuch occaſions againſt the villainy 
of mankind; and enabled me to bear misfortunes other- 
wiſe intolerable. Boiling with indignation, I diſcover- 
ed to the hoſt my deplorable condition, and inveighed 
with great bitterneſs againſt the treachery of Balthazar 
at which he ſhrugged up his ſhoulders, and, with a pe- 
culiar grimace in his countenance, ſaid, he was ſorry 
for my misfortune ; but there was no remedy like pa- 
tience. At that inſtant ſome gueſts arrived, to whom 
he haſtened to offer his ſervice, leaving me mortified at 
his indifference, and fully perſuaded that an innkeeper 
is the ſame ſordid animal all the world over. While I 
ſtood in the porch, forlorn and undetermined, venting 
ejaculations of curſes againft the thief who robbed me, 
and the old prieſt who recommended him to my friend- 
ſhip, a young gentleman richly dreſſed, attended by a 
valet de chambre and two ſervants in livery, arrived at 
the inn. I thought I perceived a great deal of ſweetneſs 
and good nature in his countenance ; therefore he had 
no ſooner alighted than I accoſted him, and, in a few 
words, explained my ſituation : He liſtened with great 
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politeneſs, and, when I had made an end of my ſtory, 
ſaid, „ Well, Monfiear: what would you have me to 
do?“ I was effectually abaſhed at this interrogation, 
which I believed no man of common ſenſe or generoſity 
could make, and made no other reply than a low bow : 
He returned the compliment {till lower, and tript into 
an apartment, while the landlord let me know, that my 
ſtanding there to interrupt company gave offence, and 
might do him infinite prejudice. He had no occafion 


to repeat his inſinuation; I moved from the place im 
mediately; and was ſo much tranſported with grief, 


anger, and diſdain, that a torrent of blood guſhed from 
my noftrils. In this extaſy, I quitted Noyons, and be- 
took myſelf to the fields, where I wandered about like 
one diſtracted, till my ſpirits were quite exhauſted, and 
I was obliged to throw myſelf down at the root of a tree, 
to reſt my wearied limbs. Here my rage for{ook me 


began to feel the importunate cravings of nature, and 


relapſed into filent ſorrow, and melancholy reflection. 
I revolved all the crimes I had been guilty of, and found 
them ſo few and venial, that I could not comprehend 


the juſtice of that Providence, which, after having ex- 


poſed me to ſo much wretchedneſs and danger, left me 
a prey to famine at laſt in a foreign country, where I 


had not one friend or acquaintance to cloſe my eyes, and 


do the laſt offices of humanity to my miſerable carcaſe. 
A thouſand times I withed myſelf a bear, that I might 
retreat to woods and defarts, far from the inhoſpitable 
haunts of man, where I could live by my own talents, 
independent of treacherous friends, and ſupercilious 
ſcorn. 

As I lay in this manner groaning over my hapleſs 
fate, I heard the found of a violin, and raiſing my head, 
perceived a company of men and women dancing on 
the graſs at ſome diſtance from me. I looked upon this 


to be a favourable ſeaſon for diſtreſs to attract compaſ- 


fon, when every ſelfiſh thought is baniſhed, and the 
heart dilated with mirth and ſocial joy; wherefore I got 
up and approached thoſe happy people, whom I toon 
diſcovered to be a party of ſoldiers, with their wives and 
children, unbending and diverting themſelves at this 


rate, after the fatigue of a march. I had never before 
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ſeen ſuch a parcel of {care-crows together, neither could 
I reconcile their meagre gaunt looks, their ſqualid and 
ragged attire, and every other external ſymptom of ex- 
treme woe, with this appearance of feſtivity. I ſaluted 
them, however, and was received with great politeneſs ; 
after which they formed a ring, and danced around me. 


This jollity had a wonderful effect upon my ſpirits! I 


was infected with their gaiety, and, in ſpite of my diſ- 
mal fituatiop, forgot my cares, and joined in their ex- 
travagance. When we had recreated ourſelves a good 
while at this diverſiqn, the ladies ſpread their manteaus 
on the ground, upon which they emptied their knap- 
ſacks of ſome onions, coarſe bread, and a few flaſks of 
poor wine: Being invited to a ſhare of the banquet, I 
ſat down with the reſt, and in the whole courſe of my 
life never made a more comfortable meal. When our 
repaſt was ended, we got up again to dance; and now 
that I found myſelf refreſhed, I behaved to the admi- 
ration of every body: I was loaded with a thouſand 
compliments, and profeſſions of friendſhip; the men 
commended my perſon and agility, and the women were 
loud in praiſe of my bonne grace; the: ſerjeant in par- 
ticular exprefled ſo much regard for me, and deſcribed 
the pleaſures of a ſoldier's life with ſo much art, that I 
began to liſten to his propoſal of enliſting me in the ſer- 
vice; and the more I conſidered my own condition, the 
more I was convinced of the neceflity I was under to 
come to a ſpeedy determination. Having therefore ma- 
turely weighed the circumſtances pro and con, I ſigni- 
fied my conſent, and was admitted into the regiment 
of Picardy, ſaid to be the oldeſt corps in Europe. The 
company to which this command belonged was quar- 
tered at a village not far off, whither we marched next 
day, and I was preſented to my captain, who ſeemed 
very well pleaſed with my appearance, gave me a crown 
to drink, and ordered me to be accommodated with 
cloaths, arms, and accoutrements. Then I fold my 
livery ſuit, purchaſed linen, and, as I was at great pains 
to learn the exerciſe, in a very ſhort time became a com- 
plete ſoldier. UE | 

IT was not long before we received orders to join ſe- 


veral more regiments, and march with all expedition 
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into Germany, in order to reinforce Mareſchal Due de 
Noailles, who was then encamped with his army on the 
fide of the river Mayne, to watch the motions of the 
Engliſh, Hanoverians, Auſtrians, and Heſſians, under 
the command of the Earl of Stair. We began our 
march accordingly, and then I hecame acquainted with 
that part of a ſoldier's life to which I had been hitherto 
a ſtranger: It is impoflible to deſcribe the hunger and 
thirſt I ſuſtained, and the fatigue I underwent in a march 
of ſo many hundred miles; during which, I was ſo 
much chafed with the heat and motion of my limbs, 
that in a very ſhort time the inſide of my thighs and 
legs were deprived of ikin, and I proceeded in the ut- 
moſt torture. This misfortune I owed to the plumpneſs 
of my conſtitution, which I curſed, and envied the wi- 
thered condition of my comrades, whoſe bodies could 
not ſpare juice enough to ſupply a common iſſue, and 
were indeed proof againſt all manner of friction. The 
continual pain I felt made me fretful, and my peeviſhneſs 
was increafed by the mortification of my pride in ſeeing 
thoſe miſerable wretches,whom a hard gale of wind would 
have ſcattered through the air like chaff, bear thoſe 
toils with alacrity, under which I was ready to ſink. 

ONE day while we enjoyed a halt, and the ſoldiers 
with their wives had gone ont to dance, according to 
cuſtom, my comrade ſtaid at home with me on pretence 
of friendſliip, and inſulted me with his pity and conſo- 
lation ! He told me, though I was young and tender at 
preſent, I would ſoon be feaſdned to the ſervice; and 
he did not doubt but I ſhould have the honour to con- 
tribute in fome meaſure to the glory of the king. Have 
courage, therefore, my child (ſaid he), and pray to the 
good God, that you may be as happy as 1 am, who have 
had the honour of ferving Lewis the Great, and of re- 
ceiving many wounds in helping to eſtabliſh his glory.” 
When I looked upon the contemptible object that pro- 
nounced theſe words, I was amazed at the infatuation 
that poſſeſſed him; and could not help exprefling my 
aſtoniſhment at the abſurdity of a rational being, who 
thinks himſelf highly honoured in being permitted to 
encounter abjef&t poverty, oppreffion, famine, diſeaſe, 
mutilation, and evident death, merely to gratify the vi- 
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cious ambition of a prince, by whom his ſufferings were 
difregarded, and his name utterly unknown. I obſer- 
ved, that, if his ſituation was the conſequence of com- 
pulfion, I would praiſe his patience and fortitude in 
bearing his lot; if he had taken up arms in defence of 
his injured country, he was to be applauded for his pa- 
triotiſm; or, if he had fled to this way of life as a re- 
fuge from a greater evil, he was juſtifiable in his own 
conſcience (though I could have no notion of milery 
more extreme than that he ſuffeged) ; but to put his 
condition on the footing of conducing to the glory of 
his prince, was no more than profeſſing himſelf a deſ- 
perate ſlave, who voluntarily underwent the utmoſt 
wretchedneis and peril, and committed the moſt fla- 
grant crimes, to {ooth the barbarous pride of a fellow- 
creature, his ſuperior in nothing but the power he de- 
rived from the ſubmiſſion of ſuch wretches as him. The 
ſoldier was very much affronted at the liberty I took 


with his king, which he ſaid nothing but my 1gnorance 


could excuſe: He affirmed, that the characters of 
princes were ſacred, and ought not to be profaned by 
the cenſure of their ſubjects, who were bound by their 
allegiance to obey their commands, of what nature ſo- 
ever, without {cruple or repining; and adviſed me to 
correct the rebellious principles I had imbibed among 
the Engliſh,” who, for their inſolence to their kings, 
were notorious all over the world, even to a proverb. 
Ix vindication of my countrymen, I repeated all the 
arguments commonly uſed to prove that every man has 
a natural right to liberty ; that allegiance and protection 
are reciprocal ; that, when the mutual tie is broken by 
the tyranny of the king, he is accountable to the people 
for his breach of contract, and ſubject to the penalty of 
the law; and that thoſe inſurrections of the Engliſh, 
which are branded with the name of rebellion by the 
flaves of arbitrary power, were no other than glorious 


efforts to reſcue that independence which was their 


birthright, from the ravenous claws of uſurping ambi- 
tion. The Frenchman, provoked at the little deference 
I paid to the kingly name, loſt all patience, and re- 
proached me in ſuch a manner, that my temper forſook 
me, and I clenched my fiſt, with an intention to give 
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him a hearty box on the ear. Perceiving my deſign, he 
ſtarted back, and demanded a parley; upon which I 
checked my indignation, and he gave me to underſtand 
that a Frenchman never forgave a blow ; therefore, if I 
was not weary of my life, I would do well to ſpare him 
that mortification, and do him the honour of meaſuring 
my ſword with his, like a gentleman. I took his ad- 
vice, and followed him to a field hard by, where indeed 
I was aſhamed at the pitiful] figure of my antagoniſt, * 
who was a poor, little, thivering creature, decrepit with 
age, and blind of one eye. But I ſoon found the folly 
of judging from appearances, being at the ſecond paſs 
wounded in the ſword hand, and immediately diſarmed 
with ſuch a jerk, that I thought the joint was diſloca- 
ted. I was no leſs confounded than enraged at this e- 
vent, eſpecially as my adverſary did not bear his ſucceſs 
with all the moderation that might have been expected; 
for he inſiſted upon my aſking pardon for affronting his 
king and him. This propoſal I would by no means 
comply with, but told him it was a mean condeſcenſion, 
which no gentleman in his circumſtances ought to pro- 
poſe, nor any in my ſituation vught to perform; and 
that, if he perliſted in his ungenerous demand, 1 would 
in my turn claim ſatisfaction with my muſket, when we 
ſhould be more upon a par than with the ſword, of which 
he ſeemed ſo much maſter. 


CHAPTER XLIV. 


In order to be revenged, 1 learn the ſcience of defence We 
join the Mareſchal Duc de Noailles—are engaged with 
the allies at Dettingen, and put to flight—the behaviour 
of the French ſoldiers on that occaſion I induſtricuſl 
ſeek another combat with the old Gaſcon, and vangui 2 
him in my turn our regiment is put into winter-quar- 
ters at Rheims, where 1 find my friend Strap our re- 
cognition, he ſupplies me with money, and procures my 
diſcharge—ave take a trip to Paris; from whence, by 
the way of Flanders, we ſet out Ver London, where ⁊ue 


ſafely arrive. 


E was diſconcerted at this declaration, to which 
he made no reply, but repaired to the dancers, 
among whom he recounted his victory with many ex- 
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aggerations and gaſconades; while I, taking up thx 
iword, went to my quarters, and examined my wound, 
which I found was of no conſequence. The ſame day, 
an Iriſh drummer, having heard of my misfortune, vi- 
ſited me, and, after having condoled mie on the chance 
of war, gave me to underſtand, that he was maſter of 
the ſword, and would, in a very ſhort time, inſtruct me 
fo thoroughly in that noble ſcience, that I ſhould be 
able to chaſtiſe the old Gaſcon for his infolent boaſting 
at my expence. This friendly office he prefered, on 
pretence of the regard he had for his countrymen ; but 
IT afterwards learned, the true motive was no other than 


a jealouſy he entertained of a correſpondence between 


the Frenchman and his wife, which he did not think 
proper to reſent in perſon. Be this as it will, I accept- 
ed his offer, and practiſed his leſſons with ſuch appli- 
cation, that I ſoon believed myſelf a match for my con- 
queror. In the mean time, we continued our march, 
and arrived at the camp of Mareſchal Noailles, the 
night before the battle of Dettingen. Notwithſtanding 


the fatigue we had undergone, our regiment was one of 


thoſe that were ordered next day to crols the river, un- 
der the command of the Duc de Gramont, to take poſ- 
ſeſſion of a narrow defile, through which the allies maſt 
of neceſſity have paſſed at a great diſadvantage, or re- 
main where they were, and periſh for want of proviſion, 
if they would not condeſcend to ſurrender at diſcretion. 
How they ſuffered themſelves to be pent up in this 
manner, it is not my province to relate ; 1 thall only 
obſerve, that, when we had taken poſſeſſion of our 
ground, I heard an old officer, in converſation with 
another, expreſs a ſurpriſe at the conduct of Lord Stair, 
who had the reputation of a good general. But it ſeems, 
at this time, that nobleman was over-ruled, and only 
acted in an inferior character; ſo that no part of the 
blame could be imputed to him, who declared his diſ- 
approbation of the ſtep, in conſequence of which the 
whole army was in the utmoſt danger; but providence 
or deſtiny acted miracles in their behalf, by diſpoſing 
the Duc de Gramont to quit his advantageous poſit, 
paſs the defile, and attack the Engliſh, who were drawn 
up in order of battle on the plain, and who handled us 
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ſo roughly, that, after having loſt a great number of 
men, we turned our backs without ceremony, and fled 
with ſuch precipitation, that many hundreds periſhed 
in the river, through pure fear and confuſion ; for the 
enemy was ſo generous that they did not purſue us one 
inch of ground; and if our conſternation would have 
8 permitted, we might have retreated with great order 
and deliberation. But, notwithſtanding the royal cle- 
mency of the King of Great Britain, who headed the al- 
lies in perſon, and, no doubt, put a ſtop to the carnage, 
our loſs amounted to 5000 men, among whom were 
many officers. of diſtinction. Our miſcarriage opened 
a paſſage for the foe to Hanau, whither they imme- 
diately marched, leaving their tick and wounded to the 
care of the French, who next day took poſſeſſion of 
the field of battle, buried the dead, and treated the li- 
ving with humanity. This circumſtance was a great 
conſolation to us, who thence took occaſion to claim 
the victory; and the genius of the French nation never 
appeared more conſpicuous than now, in the rhodo- 
montades they uttered on the ſubject of their generoſity 
and courage : Every man (by his own account) perform- 
ed feats that eclipſed all the heroes of antiquity. One 
compared himſelf to a hon retiring at leiſure from his 
cowardly purſuers, who keep at a wary diſtance, and 
gall him with their darts. Another likened himſelf to 
a bear that retreats with his face to the enemy, who 
dare not aflail him; ; and the third aſſumed the character 
of a deſperate ſtag, that turns upon the hounds, and 
keeps them at bay. There was not a private ſoldier 
engaged, who had not, by the proweſs of his ſingle 
arm, demoliſhed a whole platoon, or put a {ſquadron of 
horſe to flight; and, among others, the meagre Gaſcon 
extolled his exploits above thoſe of Hercules or Char- 
lemagne. As I ſtill retained my reſentment for the diſ- 
grace I ſuffered in my laſt rencontre with him, and, now 
that I thought myſelf qualified, longed for an opportu- 
nity to retrieve my honour, I magnified the valour of 
the Englith with all the hyperboles I could imagine, 
and decried the pufillanimity of the French in the ſame 
ſtile, comparing them to hares flying before grey-hounds, 
or mice purtued by cats; and pafled an ironical com- 
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pliment on the ſpeed he exerted in his flight, which, 
conſidering his age and infirmities, I ſaid was ſurpri- 
ſing. He was ſtung to the quick by this ſarcaſm, and 
with an air of threatening diſdain, bade me know my- 
{elf better, and remember the correction I had already 
received from him for my infolence; for he might not 
always be in the humour of ſparing a wretch who abuſed 
his goodneſs. To this inuendo I made no reply but a 
kick in the breech, which overturned him in an inſtant. 
He ftarted up with wonderful agility, and, drawing his 
fword, attacked me with great fury: Several people in- 
terpoſed ; but when he informed them of its being an 
affair of honour, they retired, and left us to decide the 
battle by ourſelves. I ſuſtained his onſet with little da- 
mage, having only received a ſmall ſcratch on my right 
moulder, and ſeeing his breath and vigour almoſt ex- 
hauſted, aſſaulted him in my turn, cloſed with him, 
and wreſted his {word out of his hand in the ſtruggle. 
Having thus acquired the victory, I defired him to beg 


his life; to which demand he made no anſwer, but 


ſhrugged up his ſhoulders to his ears, expanded his 
hands, elevated the ſkin on his fore-head and eye-brows, 
and depreſſed the corners of his mouth in ſuch a man- 
ner, that I could ſcarce refrain from laughing aloud at 
his groteſque appearance. That I might, however, 
mortify his vanity, which triumphed without bounds 
over my misfortune, I thruft his ſword up to the hilt 
in ſomething (it was not a tanſy) that lay ſmoking on 
the plain, and joined the reſt of the ſoldiers with an air 


of tranquility and indifference. _ 


THERE was nothing more of moment attempted by 
either of the armies during the remaining part of the 
campaign, which being ended, the Engliſh marched 
back to the Netherlands ; part of our army was detach- 
ed to French Flanders ; and our regiment ordered into 
winter quarters in Champagne. It was the fate of the 
grenadier company, to which I now belonged, to lie at 
Rheims, where I found myſelf in the utmoſt want of 
every thing; my pay, which amounted to five ſols a 
day, far from ſupplying me with neceſſaries, being ſcarce 
ſufficient to procure a wretched ſubſiſtence, to keep ſoul 
and body together; ſo that I was, by hunger and hard 
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duty, brought down to the meagre condition of my fel- 
low-ſoldiers, and my linen reduced from three tolerable 
ſhirts, to two pair of ſleeves and necks, the bodies ha- 
ving been long ago converted into ſpatterdaſhes; and 
after all, I was better provided than any private man in 
the regiment. In this urgency of my affairs, I wrote to 
my uncle in England, though my hopes from that quar- 
ter were not at all ſanguine, for the reaſons I have al- 
ready explained; and, in the mean time, had recourſe 
to my old remedy, patience, confoling myſelf with the 
flattering ſuggeſtions of a lively imagination, that never 
abandoned me in my diſtreſs. | : 

ONE day, while I ſtood centinel at the gate of a gene- 
ral officer, a certain nobleman came to the door, follow- 
ed by a gentleman in mourning, to whom, at parting, I 
heard him ſay, “ You may depend upon my good of- 
fices.” This aſſurance was anſwered by a low bow of 
the perſon in black, who, turning to go away, diſcovered 
to me the individual countenance of my old iriend and 
adherent Strap. I was ſo much aſtonithed at the ſight, 
that T loſt the power of utterance, and before I could 
recollect myſelf, he was gone without taking any notice 
of me. Indeed, had he ſtaid, I ſcarcely ſhould have 
ventured to accoſt him; becaule, though I was perfectly 
well acquainted with the features of his face, I could 
not be poſitively certain as to the reſt of his perſon, 
which was very much altered for the better ſince he left 
me at London ; neither could I conceive by what means 
he was enabled to appear in the ſphere of a gentleman, 
to which, while I knew him, he had not even the am- 
bition to aſpire. But I was too much concerned in the 
affair to neglect further information, and therefore took 
the firſt opportunity of atking the porter if he knew the 
gentleman to whom the marquis ſpoke. The Swiſs told. 
me, his name was Monficur d' Eſtrapes; that he had. 
been valet de chambre to an Engliſh gentleman lately de- 
ceaſed z and that he was very much regarded by the 
marquis for his fidelity to his maſter, between whom 
and that nobleman a very intimate friendihip had ſub- 
ſiſted. Nothing could be more agreeable to me than 
this piece of intelligence, which baniſhed all doubt of 
its being my friend, who had found means to frenchify 
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his name as well as his-behaviour ſince we parted. Ag 
ſoon, therefore, as I was relieved, I went to his lodging, 
according to a direction given me by the Swiſs, and had 
the good fortune to find him at home. That I might 
ſurpriſe him the more, I concealed my name and buſi- 
nels, and only deſired the fervant of the houſe to tell 
Monfieur d' Eſtrapes, that T begged the honour of half 
an hour's converſation with him. He was confounded 
and diſmayed at the meffage, when he underftood it was 
ſent by a ſoldier : Though he was conſcious to himſelf of 
no crime, all that he had heard of the Baſtile appeared to 
his imagination with aggravated horror, and it was not 
before I had waited a confiderable time, that he had re- 
ſolution enough to bid the ſervant ſhew me up ſtairs. 
When I entered his chamber, he returned my bow with 
great civility, and endeavoured, with forced complai- 
{ance, to diſguiſe his fear, which appeared in the pale- 
neſs of his face, the wildneſs of his looks, and the tha- 
king of his limbs. I was diverted at his conſternation, 
which redoubled, when I told him in French, I had bu- 
fineſs for his private ear, and demanded a particular au- 
dience. The valet being withdrawn, I afked in the 
fame language, if his name was d' Eſtrapes? to which he 
anſwered, with a faltering tongue, “ The fame, at your 
ſervice.“ „ Are you a Frenchman ?” (ſaid I). “ I have 
not the honour of being a Frenchman born (replied he), 
but I have an infinite veneration for the country.” I 
then deſired he would do me the honour to look at me; 
which he no ſooner did, than, ſtruck with my appear- 
ance, he ſtarted back, and cried in Engliſh, „O Jeſus! 
ſure it can't! No, 'tis impoſſible P” I ſmiled at his in- 
terjections, ſaying, “ I ſuppoſe you are too much of a 
gentleman to own your friend in adverſity.” When he 
heard me pronounce tlieſe words in our own language, 
he leaped upon me in a tranſport of joy, hung about my 
neck, kiſſed me from ear to ear, and blubbered like x 
great ſchook-boy who had been whipt.—Then obſerving 
my dreſs, he ſet up his throat, crying, “ O Lord! O 
Lord! that ever I ſhould live to fee my deareſt friend 
reduced to the condition of a foot ſoldier in the French 
ſervice! Why did you conſent to my leaving you ?— 
But I know the rezſon—you thought you had got more 
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creditable friends, and grew aſhamed of my acquaint- 
ance —Ah! Lord help us! though I was a little ſhort- 
fighted, I was not altogether blind: And though I did 
not complain, I was not the leſs ſenſible of your un- 
kindneſs, which was indeed the only thing that induced 
me to ramble abroad, the Lord knows whither z hut L 
muſt own it has been a lucky ramble for me, and fo I 
forgive you, and may God forgive you ;—O Lord! O 
Lord | is it come to this?“ I was nettled at the charge, 
which, though juſt, I could not help thinking unftaſon- 
able, and told him, with ſome tartneſs, that, whether 
his ſuſpicions were well or ill grounded, he might have 
choſen a more convenient opportunity of introducing 
them; and that the queſtion now was, whether or no 
he found himſelf diſpoſed to lend me any affiſtance. 
« Ditpoled ! (replied he, with great emotion), I thought 
you had known me ſo well, as to aſſure yourſelf, wich- 
out aſking, that I and all that belongs to me are at your 
command. In the mean time, you thall dine with me, 
and I will tell you ſomething that, perhaps, will not be 
diſpleaſing unto you.“ Then wringing my hand, he 
ſaid, © It makes my heart bleed to ſee you in that garb !” 
I thanked him for his invitation, which, I obſerved, 
could not be unwelcome to a perion who had not eaten 
a comfortable meal thele ſeven months: But I had ano- 
ther requeſt to make, which I begged he would grant 
before dinner, and that was the loan of a ſhirt; for al- 
though my back had been many weeks a ſtranger to any 
comfort of that kind, my ikin was not yet familiarized 
to the want of it. He ſtared in my face, with a wotul 
countenance, at this declaration, which he could fcarce 
believe, until I explained it, by unbuttoning my coat, 
and diſcloſing my naked body; a circumſtance that 
{ſhocked the tender-hearted Strap, who, with tears in 
his eyes, ran to a cheſt of drawers, and, taking out ſome 
linen, preſented to me a very ſine ruffled holland ſhirt, 
and cambric neckcloth, aſſuring me, he had three dozen 
of the ſame kind at my ſervice. I was raviſhed at this 
piece of good news, and having accommodated myſelf 
in a moment, hugged my benefactor for his generous 
offer, ſaying, I was overjoyed to find him undebauched 
by proſperity, which ſeldom fails to corrupt the heart. 
2 O o 2 | | 
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284 The ADVENTURES 
He beſpoke for dinner ſome foup and bouille, a couple 
of pullets roaſted, and a diſh of aſparagus, and in the | 
interim entertained me with biſcuit and burgundy ; after 
which repaſt, he entreated me to gratify his longing de- 
fire of knowing every circumſtance of my fortune ſince 
his departure from London. 'This requeſt I complied 
with, beginning at the adventure of Gawky, and rela- 
ting every particular event in which I had been con- 
cerned from that day to the preſent hour. During the 
recital, my friend was ſtrongly affected, according to the 
various ſituations defcribed : He ſtarted with ſurpriſe, 
glowed with indignation, gaped with curioſity, {ſmiled 
with pleaſure, trembled with fear, and wept with for- 
row, as the viciſſitudes of my life inſpired theſe different 
paſſions; and, when my ſtory was ended, ſignified his 
amazement on the whole, by lifting up his eyes and 
hands, and proteſting, that, though I was a young man, 
I had ſuffered more than all the bleſſed martyrs. 
AFTER dinner, I defired in my turn to know the 
particulars of his peregrination, and he ſatisfied me in a 
few words, by giving me to underſtand that he had li- 
ved a year at Paris with his maſter, who in that time 
having acquired the language, as well as the faſhionable 
exerciſes, to perfection, made a tour of France and Hol- 
land, during which excurſion he was fo unfortunate as 
to meet with three of his own countrymen on their tra- 
vels, in whoſe company he committed ſuch exceſſes, 
that his conſtitution failed, and he fell into a con- 
{ſumption ; that, by the advice of phyſicians, he went to 
Montpelier for the benefit of good air, and recovered ſo 
well in ſix weeks, that he returned to Rheims, ſeeming- 
ly in good health, where he had not continued above a 
month, when he was ſeized with a looſeneſs, that carried 
him off in ten days, to the unſpeakable ſorrow of all 
who knew him, and eſpecially of Strap, who had been 
very happy in his ſervice, and given ſuch ſatisfaction, 
that his matter, on his death-bed, recommended him to 
{everal perſons of diſtinttion, for his diligence, ſobriety, 
and affection, and left him by will his wearing apparel, 
gold watch, ſword, rings, ready money, and all the 
Taeables he had in France, to the value py three hun- 
dred pounds, « which I now (ſaid he), in the fight of 
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God and man, ſurrender to your abſolute diſpoſal : 
Here are my keys, take them, I beſeech you, and God 
give you joy of the poſſeſſion.” My brain was almoſt 
turned by the ſudden change of fortune, which I could 
ſcarce believe real; however, I poſitively refuſed this 
extravagant profer of my friend, and put him in mind 
of my being a ſoldier; at which hint he ſtarted, crying, 
« Odſo! that's true—we muſt procure your diſcharge. 
I have ſome intereſt with a nobleman who is able to do 
me that favour.” We contulted about this affair, and 
it was determined, that Monſieur d'Eſtrapes ſhould wait 
upon the marquis in the morning, and tell him he had 
by accident found his brother, whom he had not ſeen 
for many years before, a private ſoldier in the regiment 
of Picardy, and implore that nobleman's intereſt for his 
diſcharge. In the mean time we enjoyed ourſelves over 
a bottle of good burgundy, and ſpent the evening in 
concerting ſchemes for our future conduct, in caſe 1 
ſhould be ſo lucky as to get rid of the army. The bu- 
ſineſs was to make ourſelves eaſy for life, by means of 
his legacy, a taſk very difficult, and, in the uſual] me- 
thods of laying out money, altogether impracticable; ſo 
that, after much canvaſſing, we could come to no reſo- 
Intion that night, but when we parted, recommended 
the matter to the ſerious attention of each other. As 
for my own part, I puzzled my imagination to no pur- 
poſe : When I thought of turning merchant, the ſmall- 
nels of our ſtock, and the riſk of ſeas, enemies, and 
markets, deterred me from that ſcheme: If I ſhould 
ſettle as a ſurgeon in my own country, I would find the 
buſineſs already overſtocked ; or, if I pretended to ſet 
up in England, muſt labour under want of friends, and 
powerful oppoſition, obſtacles unſurmountable by the 
moſt ſhining merit: Neither ſhould I ſucceed in my en- 
deavours to rile in the ſtate, inaſmuch as I could neither 
flatter nor pimp for courtiers, nor proſtitute my pen in 
defence of a wicked and contemptible adminiſtration. 
Before I could form any feafible project, I fell afleep, 
and my fancy was bleſſed with the image of the dear 
Narcifla, who fecmed to {ſmile upon my paſſion, and of- 
ter her hand as a reward for all my tolls. 
EARLY in the morning, I went to the lodgings of my 
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friend, whom I found exulting over his happy inven. 
tion; for I no ſooner entered his apartment, than he 
addrefled himſelf to me in theſe words, with a ſmile of 
ſclf-applauſe : „Well, Mr Random, a lucky thought 
may come into a fool's head ſometimes. I have hit Iit— 
Flt hold you a button my plan is better than yours, for 
all your learning. But you ſhall have the preference in 
this, as in all other things; therefore proceed, and let 
us know the effects of your meditation—and then I will 
impart my own ſimple excagitations.” I told him, that 
not one thought had occurred to me that deſerved the 
leaſt notice, and ſignified my impatience to be acquaint. 
ed with the fruits of his reflection. As we have not 
(ſaid he) money ſufficient to maintain us during a tedi- 
pus expectation, it is my opinion, that a bold puſh muſt 
be made; and I ſee none fo likely to ſucceed as your 
appearing in the character of a gentleman (which is 
your due), and making your addreſſes to ſome lady of 
fortune who can render you independent at once. Nay, 
don't ſtare I affirm that this ſcheme is both prudent 
and honourable; for I would not have you throw your- 
felf away upon an old toothlefs wheezing dame, whole 
breath would ſtink you into a canſumption in leſs than 
three months; neither would I adviſe you to aſſume the 
character of a wealthy ſquire, as your common fortune- 
hunters do, by which means many a poor lady is cheat- 
ed into matrimony, and, inſtead of enjoying the pomp 
and grandeur that was promiſed, ſees her dowry ſeized 
by her huſband's rapacious creditors, and herſelf redu- 


ced to miſery and deſpair. No, I know you have a foul ” 


that diſdains ſuch impoſition; and are maſter of quali- 
Keations both of mind and body, which alone entitle 
you to a match that will ſet you above the world. 1 
have cloaths in my poſſeſſion that a duke need not be 
aſhamed to wear. I believe they will fit you as they 
are; if not, there are plenty of tailors in France. Let 
us take a ſhort trip to Paris, and provide ourſelves with 
all other neceflaries, then ſet out for England, where I 
mtend to do myſelf the honour of attending you in qua- 
lity of a valet. This expedient will fave you the ex- 
pence of a ſervant, ſhaving, and dreſſing; and I doubt 
not but, by the bleſſing of God, we {hall bring matters 
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to a ſpeedy and fortunate iſſue.” Extravagant as this 
propoſal was, I liſtened to it with pleaſure, becauſe it 
flattered my vanity, and indulged a ridiculous hope 1 
began to entertain of inſpiring Narciſſa with a mutual 
flame. | 

AFTER breakfaſt, Monſieur d' Eſtrapes went to pay 
his devoirs to the marquis, and was ſo ſucceſsful in his 
application, that I obtained a diſcharge in a few days; 
upon which we fet out for Paris: Here I had time to 
reflect and congratulate myſelf upon this ſudden tranſi- 
tion of fate, which to bear with moderation required 
ſome degree of philoſophy and ſelf-denial. This truth 
will be more obvious, if I give a detail of the particu- 
lars, to the quiet poſſeſſion of which I was raiſed in an 
inſtant, from the moſt abje& miſery and contempt. 
My wardrobe conſiſted of five faſhionable coats full 
mounted, two of which were plain, one of cut velvet, 
one trimmed with gold, and another with ſilver lace 
two frocks, one of white drab with large plate buttons, 
the other of blue with gold binding; one waiſtcoat of gold 
brocade, one of blue ſattin embroidered. with ſilver, one 
of green ſilk trimmed with broad figured gold-lace, one 
of black ſilk with fringes, one of white ſattin, one of 
black cloth, and one of ſcarlet; ſix pair of cloth 
breeches, one pair of crimſon, and another of black 
velvet; twelve pair of white ſilk ſtockings, as many of 
black filk, and the ſame number of fine cotton; one 
hat laced with gold point d' Eſpagne, another with ſilver 
lace ſcolloped, a third with gold binding, and a fourth 
plain; three dozen of fine ruffled ſhirts, as many neck- 
cloths; one dozen of cambric handkerchiefs, and the 
like number of ſilk. The other moveables which I poſ- 
ſeſſed, by the generoſity and friendſhip of Strap, were 2 
gold watch with a chaſed caſe, two valuable diamond 
rings, two mourning ſwords, one with a filver handle, 
and a fourth cut ſteel inlaid with gold, a diamond ſtock- 
buckle, and a ſet of ſtone buckles for the knees and 
ſhoes; a pair of filver mounted piſtols with rich hon- 
ſings; a gold-headed cane, and a ſnuff-box of tortoiſe- 
ſhell mounted with gold, having the picture of a lady in 
the top. The gentleman left many other things of va- 
ine, which my friend had converted into cath before L 
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met with him; ſo that, over and above theſe particu- 
lars, our ſtock in ready money amounted to ſomething 
more than two hundred pounds. 

Tuus equipped, I put on the gentleman of figure, 
and, attended by my honeſt friend, who was contented 
with the ſtation of my valet, viſited the Louvre, ex- 


amined the gallery of Luxemburgh, and appeared at 


Verſailles, where I had the honour of ſeeing his Moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty eat a conſiderable quantity of olives, 
During the month I ſpent at Paris, I went ſeveral times 
to court, the Italian comedy, opera, and play-houſe, 
danced at a maſquerade, and, in ſhort, ſaw every thing 
remarkable in and about that capital. Then we ſet out 
for England by the way of Flanders, paſſed through 
Bruſſels, Ghent, and Bruges, and took ſhipping at 
Oſtend, from whence in fourteen hours we arrived at 
Deal, hired a poſt-chaiſe, and in twelve hours more 
got ſafe to London, having e of our heavy bag- 
gage in the waggon. 
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CHAPTER XLV. 


T enquire for my uncle, and under ſtand he is gone to ſes. 


take lodgings at Charing-croſs—go to the play, where 1 
meet with an adventure dine at an ordinary ; the gueſis 
de ſeribed become acquainted with Meaiar and Doctor 
Vagtail. 


8 ſoon as we alighted at the inn, I diſpatched 
Strap to enquire for my uncle, at the Union 
Flag in Wapping; and he returned in a little time, 
with an account of Mr Bowling's having gone to fea, 


mate of a merchant-ſhip, after a long and unſucceſsful 


application and attendance at the admiralty; where, it 
ſeems, the intereſt he depended upon was not ſufficient 
to reinſtate him, or recover the pay that was due to him 
when he-quitted the Thunder. 

NexrT day I hired very handſome lodgings not for 
from Charing-croſs ; and, in the evening, dreſſed my- 
{elf in a plain ſuit of true Paris cut, and appeared in a 
front-box at the play, where I ſaw a good deal of com- 
pany, and was vain enough to believe, that I was ob- 
ſerved with an uncommon degree of attention and ap- 
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plauſe. This filly conceit intoxicated me ſo much, that 
I was guilty of a thouſand ridiculous coquetries ; and I 
dare ſay, how favourable ſoever the thoughts of the 
company might be at my firſt appearance, they were 
ſoon changed, by my abſurd behaviour, into pity or con- 
tempt. I roſe and ſat down, covered and uncovered 
my head twenty times between the acts; pulled out my 
watch, clapped it to my ear, wound it up, ſet it, gave 
it the hearing again; diſplayed my ſnuff-box, affected 
to take ſnuff, that I might have an opportunity of ſhew- 
ing my brilliant, and wiped my noſe with a perfumed 
handkerchief ; then dangled my cane, and adjuſted my 
{word-knot, and acted many more fooleries of the ſame 
kind, in hopes of obtaining the character of a pretty 
fellow, in the acquiring, of which I found two con- 
ſiderable obſtructions in my diſpoſition, namely, a na- 
tural reſerve, and jealous ſenſibility. Fain would I have 
entered into converſation with the people around me; 
but I was reſtrained by the fear of being cenſured for 
my aſſurance, as well as by reflecting that I was more 

eatitled to a compliment of this kind from them, than 
they to. ſuch condeſcenſion from a ſtranger like me. 
How often did I redden at the frequent whiſpers and 
loud laughter of my fellow beaus, which I imagined 
were excited, by me! and how often did I envy the 
happy indifference of thoſe choice ſpirits, who beheld 
the diſtreſs of the ſcene, without diſcovering the leaſt 
ſymptom of approbation or concern! My attention was 
engaged in ſpite of myſelf, and I could not help weep- 
ing with the heroine of the ſtage ; though I practiſed 
a great many ſhifts to conceal this piece of unpolite 
weakneſs. - When the play was ended, I fat waiting 
for an opportunity of handing ſome lady to her coach; 
but every one was attended by ſuch a number of of- 
ficious gallants, that for a long time I was baulked in 
my expectation. At length, however, I perceived a 
very handſome creature, genteelly drefled, ſitting by 
herſelf in a box, at ſome diſtance from me; upon which 
I went up to her, and offered my ſervice. She ſeem- 
ed to be in ſome confuſion, thanked me for my com- 
plaiſance, and with a tender look declined giving me 


the trouble; looking at her watch, and teſtifying her 
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ſurpriſe at the negligence of her footman, whom the 
had ordered to have a chair ready for her at that hour. 
repeated my entreaty with all the eloquence and com- 
pliment I was maſter of; and, in the event, ſhe was pre- 


vailed upon to accept of a propoſal I made, to fend my 


ſervant for a chair or coach: Accordingly, Strap was 
detached for that purpoſe, and returned without ſuc- 
ceſs : By this time the play-honſe was quite empty, and 
we were obliged to retire: As I led her through the 
paſſage, I obſerved five or fix young fellows of faſhion, 
ftanding in a corner, one of whom, as I thought, tipt 
my charmer the wink, and when we were paſt, I heard 
them ſet up a loud laugh. This note arouſed my at- 
tention, and I was reſolved to be fully ſatisfied of this 
lady's character, before I thould have any nearer con- 
nection with her. As no convenience appeared, I pro- 
poſed to conduct her to a tavern, where we might ſtay 
a few minutes, till my ſervant could fetch a coach from 
the Strand. She ſeemed particularly ſhy of truſting 
herſelf in a tavern with a ſtranger; but at laſt yielded 
to my pathetic remonſtrances, rather than endanger her 
health, by remaining in a cold damp thorough-fare. 


Having thus far ſucceeded, I begged to know what 


wine ſhe would be pleaſed to drink a glaſs of; but ſhe 
profeſſed the greateſt averſion to all forts of ſtrong li- 


gquors; and it was with much difficulty that I could 


perſuade her to eat a jelly. In the mean time, I en- 
deavoured to alleviate the uneaſineſs the diſcovered, by 
ſaying all the agreeable things I could think of; at which 
the would often figh, and regard me with a languithing 
look, that ſeemed however too near a-kin to the lewd 
leer of a courtezan. This diſcovery, added to my for- 
mer ſuſpicion, while it put me upon my guard againſt ' 
her arts, diveſted me of reſerve, and enabled me to en- 
tertain her with gaiety and freedom. In the courſe of 
our converſation, I preſſed her to allow me the honour 
of waiting upon Her next day at her lodgirrgs ; a requeſt 
which the, with many apologies, refaſed, leſt it ſhould 
give umbrage to Sir John, who was of a diſpoſition apt 
to be fretted with trifles. This information, by which 
E was to underſtand that her huſband was a knight, did 
not check my addrefies, which became more and more 
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importunate, and I was even hardy enough to raviſh a 
kiſs. But, O Heavens! inſtead of banqueting on the 
ambroſial flavour that her delicacy of complexion pro- 
miſed, I was almoſt {uffocated with the ſteams of Ge- 
neva! An exhalation of this kind, from a mouth which 
had juſt before declared an utter abhorrence of all ſpi- 
rituous liquors, not only changed my doubts into cer- 
tainty, but my raptures into loathing; and it would 
have been impoſſible for me to have preſerved common 
complaitance five minutes longer, when my ſervant re- 
turned with the coach. I took the advantage of this 
occaſion, and preſented my hand to the lady, who put 
in practice againſt me the whole artillery of her charms, 
ogling, languithing, ſighing, and ſqueezing, with fo 
little reſerve, that Strap perceived her tenderneſs, and 
rubbed his hands with joy as he followed us to the door; 
but I was proof againſt all her endearments, and hand- 
ed her into the coach with an intention to take my 
leave immediately. She gueſſed my deſign, and invited 
me to her houfe, whiſpering, that now Sir John was 
gone to bed, the could have the pleaſure of my conver- 
{ation for halt an hour without interruption. I told 
her, there was no mortification I would not undergo, 
rather than endanger the repoſe of her ladyſhip; and 
bidding the coachman drive on, withed her a good night. 
She lolt all temper at my indifference, and ſtopping 
the coach at the diſtance of about twenty yards from 
me, popped out her head, and bawled with the lungs 
of a fiſh-woman, « Damn you, you dog, won't you 
pay the coach-hire ?” As I made no anſwer, ſhe held 
torth againſt me with an eloquence peculiar to herſelf; 
calling me pitiful fellow, ſcoundrel, and an hundred 
ſuch appellations ; concluding with an oath, that, for 
all my appearance, the believed I had got no money in 
my pocket, | 
HavinG thus vented her indignation, the ordered 
the coachman. to proceed, and J returned to the tavern, 
where I beſpoke {ſomething for ſupper, very well pleated 
at the iſſue of this adventure, I diſpenſed with the at- 
tendance of the waiter at table, on pretence that my 
own ſervant was, preſent, and when we were alone laid 
io Strap, © Well, Monſieur d'Eſtrapes, what do you. 
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think of this lady?“ My friend, who had not opened his 
mouth ſince her departure, could make no other reply 
than the monoſyllable Think!“ which he pronounced 
with a note of fear and aſtoniſhment. Surpriſed at 
this emphaſis, I ſurveyed my valet, and perceiving a 
wildneſs in his looks, aſked if he had ſeen his grand- 
father's ghoſt ? « Ghoſt ! (ſaid he), I am ſure I have 
ſeen a devil incarnate ! Who would have thought that 
ſo much deviliſh malice and Billingſgate could lurk un- 
der ſuch ſweetneſs of countenance and modeſty of be- 
haviour ? Ah! God help us! Fronti nulla fides—ggimi- 
um ne crede colori—but we ought to down on — — 
and bleſs God for delivering us from the jaws of that 
painted ſepulchre.” I was pretty much of Strap's opi- 
nion, and though I did not believe myſelf in any danger 
from the allurements of that ſiſterhood, I determined 
to act with great circumſpection for the future, and 
ſhun all commerce of that kind, as * prejudicial 
to my purſe and conſtitution. 

My next care was to introduce myſelf into a ſet of 
good acquaintance z for which purpoſe, I frequented a 
certain coffeehouſe, noted for the reſort of good com- 
pany, Engliſh as well as foreigners, where my appear- 
ance procured all the civilities and advances I could de- 
fire. As there was an ordinary in the ſame houſe, I 
went up ſtairs to dinner with the other gueſts, and 
found myſelf at a table with thirteen people, the greateſt 
part of whom were better dreſſed than myſelf. The 
converſation, which was moſtly carried on in French, 
turned chiefly. on politics; and I foon found the whole 
company was in the French intereſt, myſelf excepted, 
and a teſty old gentleman, who contradicted every thing 
that was advanced in favour of his Moſt Chriftian Ma- 
jeſty, with a ſurlinets truly Engliſh. But this truſty pa- 
triot, who had never been out of his own country, and 
drew all his maxims and notions from prejudice and 
hearſay, was very unequal to his antagoniſts, who were 
ſuperior to him in learning and experience, and often 
took the liberty of travellers, in aſſerting things which 
were not ſtrictly true, becauſe they thought themſelves 
in no danger of being detected by him. The claim of 
the Queen of Spain to the Auſtrian dominions in Italy 
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was fully explained and vindicated by a perſon who ſat 
oppoſite to me, and, by the ſolemnity of his manner, and 
the richneſs of his apparel, ſeemed to be a foreign am- 
baſſador. This diſſertation produced another on the 
Pragmatic Sanction, handled with great warmth by a 
young gentleman at my right hand, dreſſed in a green 
frock trimmed with gold, who juftified the French king 
for his breach of that contract; and affirmed that he” 
could not have obſerved it, without | injuring his own 
olory. Although I was not at all convinced by this 
gentleman's arguments, I could not help admiring his 
vivacity, which I imagined muſt be the effe& of his il- 
luſtrious birth and noble education, and accordingly 
rated him in my conjecture as a young prince on his 
travels. The diſcourſe was afterwards ſhifted by an old 
gentleman of a very martial appearance, to the laſt 
campaign, when the battle of Dettingen was fought 


over again, with ſo many circumſtances to the honour | 


of the French, and diſadvantage of the Allies, that I 
began to entertain ſome doubts of my having been 
there in perſon; and took the liberty to mention ſome 
objections to what he advanced. This freedom in- 
troduced a diſpute, which laſted a good while, to the 
mortification of all preſent; and was at laſt referred to 
the determination of a grave perſon, whom they ſtiled 
Doctor, and who, under a ſhew of great moderation, de- 
cided it againſt me, with ſo little regard to truth, that I 
taxed him with partiality in pretty ſevere terms, to the 


no {mall entertainment of the true Engliſh politician, 


who rejoiced at my defence of a cauſe he had ſo often 
eſpouſed without ſucceſs. My opponent, pleated with 
the victory he had gained, affected a great deal of can- 
dour, and told me, he ſhould not have been fo poſitive, 
if he had not been at great pains to inform himſelf of 
each particular. Indeed (faid he) I am convinced 
that, the previous ſteps conſidered, things could not 
happen otherwiſe; for we generals, who have ſeen ſer- 
vice, though we may not be on the ſpot ourſelves, know 
by the leaſt ſketch of the diſpoſition what muſt be the 
event.” He then cenſured, with great freedom, every 
circumſtance of the conduct of thoſe who commanded 
the Alles; from thence made a tranſition to the mi- 
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, which he honoured with many invetives, fog 

loying people who had neither experience nor. ca. 
bras to the prejudice of old officers who had been 
diſtinguiſhed for both; dropped many hints of his own 
importance; and — = with 8 that the 
French and Spaniards knew better how to value gene- 
rals of merit; the good effects of which are ſeen in the 
conqueſts they gain, and the admirable diſcipline of 
their troops, which are at the ſame time better clothed 
and paid than any ſoldiers in the univerſe. Theſe re- 
marks furniſhed the green knight with an opportunity 
of launching out in the praiſe of the French government 
in general, civil as well as military; on which occaſion 


he made many odious compariſons. to the diſadvantage 
of the Englith. Every body, almoſt, aſſented to the ob- 


ſervations he made, and the doctor gave his ſanction, 


by ſaying, the people in France were undoubtedly the 
happieſt ſubjects in the world. I was ſo much aſtoniſh- 


ed and confounded, at their infatuation and effrontery, 


that I had not power to utter one word in oppotition ta 
their aſſertions; but my moroſe aſſociate could not put 
up with the indignity that was offered to Old England, 

and therefore, with a ſatirical grin, addreſted himſelf to 
the general in theſe words: “ Sir, Sir, I have often 
heard it faid, Shes a willainous bird that 3 her own 
7ſt. As for what thoſe people who are foreigners ſay, 
I don't mind it, they know no better; but you who 
were bred and born, and have got your bread under the 
Englith government, ſhould have more regard to grati- 
tude as well truth, in cenfuring your native country. If 
the miniſtry have thought! fit to lay you aſide, I ſuppoſe 
they have their own reaſons for [A doing; and you 
ought to remember that you ſtill live on the bounty of 
this nation. As for theſe gentlemen (meaning the 
prince and ambaflador), who make fo free with our con- 
ſtitution, laws, and genius of our people, I think they 
might fhew a little more reſpect for their benefactors, 


who, I muſt own, are to blame in harbouring, protect- 
ing, and encouraging ſuch ungrateful vagrants as they 


are.” At thefc words the chevalier in green ſtarted up 
in a great paſtion, and, laying his hand on the hilt of 
bis hanger, exclauned, © Ha, foutre!” The Englith- 
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man, on the other hand, graſping his cane, cried, 
« Don't foutre me, ſirrah, or by G—d, Il knock you 
down.“ The company interpoſed, —the Frenchman fat 
down again, and his antagoniſt proceeded “ Lookee, 
Monſieur, you know very well, that, had you dared to 
ſpeak ſo freely of the adminiſtration of your own coun- 
try in Paris, as you have done of ours in London, you 
would have been ſent to the Baſtile without ceremony, 
where you might have rotted in a dungeon, and never 
ſeen the light of the ſun again. Now, Sir, take my 
word for it, although our conſtitution ſcreens us from 
fuch oppreſſion, we want not laws to chaſtiſe the au- 
thors of ſeditious diſcourſe; and if I hear another fyl- 
lable out of your mouth, in contempt or prejudice of 
this kingdom, I will give you a convincing proof of 
what I advance, and have you laid by the heels for your 
preſumption.” This declaration had an effect on the 
company as ſudden as ſurpriſing. The young prince 
became ſupple as a ſpaniel; the ambaflador trembled; 
the general fat ſilent and abaſhed; and the doctor, who, 
it ſeems, had felt the rod of power, grew pale as death, 
and aſſured us all, that he had no intention to affront 
any perſon or people. * Your principles, doctor (re- 
ſumed the old gentleman), are no fecret—lI have nothing 
to ſay upon that head; but am very much ſurpriſed, 
that a man, who deſpiſes us ſo much, ſhould, notwith- 
ſtanding, live among us, when he has no viſible motive 
for ſo domg—Why dor't you take up your habitation: 
in your beloved France, where you may rail at England 
without cenfure ?? To this remonſtrance the doctor 
thought proper to make no reply; and an unſocial ſi- 
lence enſued ; which I perceiving, took notice, that it 
was pity ſuch idle diſputes, maintained very often 
through whim or diverſion, ſhould create any miſun- 
derſtanding among gentlemen of good ſenſe; and pro- 
poſed to drink down all animoſity in another bottle. 
This motion was applauded by the whole company : 
The wine was brought, and the Engliſh champion, de- 
claring he had no ſpleen againſt any man for differing 
in opinion from him, any more than for difference of 
complexion, drank to the good health of all preſent 
the compliment was returned, and ti: converſation 
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once more became unreſerved, though more general 
than before. Among other topics, the ſubject of war 
was introduced, on which the general declaimed with 

eat eloquence, recounting many of. his own exploits 
by way of illuſtration. In the courſe of his harangue 
he happened to 'mention the word epaulement, upon 
which the teſty gentleman aſked the meaning of that 
term. „ Þ'll tell you what an epaulement is (replied 
he)—T never ſaw an epaulement but once—and that 
was at the ſiege of Namur—in a council of war, Mon- 
fieur Cohorn, the famous engineer, affirmed that the 
place could not be taken.” „ Yes (ſaid the prince of 
Vaudemont), it may be taken by am epaulement.“ This 
was immediately put in execution, and in twenty-four 
hours Mareſchal Boufflers was fain to capitulate.” Here 
he made a full ſtop, and the old gentleman repeated the 
queſtion, „ But pray what is an epaulement ?” To 
this interrogation the officer made no reply, but rung 
the bell, and called for a bill, which being brought, he 
threw down his. proportion of the reckoning, and, tell- 
ing the company, he would ſhew them an epaulement 
when his majeſty ſhould think fit to entruſt him with 
the command of our army abroad, ſtrutted away with 
great dignity. I could not imagine why he was ſo ſhy 
of explaining one of the moſt ſimple terms of fortifica- 
tion; which I forthwith deſcribed as a ſide-work com- 
poſed of earth, gabions, or faſcines; but I was very 
much ſurpriſed when I afterwards underſtood that his 
reſerve proceeded from his ignorance. Having paid our 
bill, we adjourned to the coffee- room, where my fellow- 
labourer inſiſted on treating me with a diſh, giving me 
to underſtand at the ſame time, that I had acquired his 
good opinion, both with reſpect to my principles and un- 
derſtanding. I thanked him for his compliment, and, 
profeſſing myſelf an utter ſtranger in this part of the 
world, begged he would have the goodneſs to inform 
me of the quality and characters of the people who 
dined above. This requeſt was a real favour to one of 
his diſpoſition, which was no leſs communicative than 
curious; he therefore complied with great ſatisfaction, 
and told me, to my extreme aſtoniſhment, that the ſup- 
poſed young prince was a danter at one of the theatres, 
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and the ambaſſador no other than a fidler belonging to 
the opera. The doctor (ſaid he) is a Roman catholic 
prieſt, who ſometimes appears in the character of an of- 
ficer, and aſſumes the name of Captain; but more ge- 
nerally takes the garb, title, and behaviour of a phyſi- 
cian, in which capacity he wheedles himſelf into the 


confidence of weak-minded people, and, by arguments 


no leſs ſpecious than falſe, converts them from their re- 
ligion and allegiance. He has been in the hands of ju- 
{tice more than once for ſuch practices; but he is a fly 
dog, and manages matters with ſo much craft, that hi- 
therto he has eſcaped for a ſhort impriſonment.—As 
for the general, you may ſee he has owed his promotion 
more to his intereſt than his capacity; and, now that 
the eyes of the miniſtry are opened, his friends dead, or 
become inconſiderable, he is ſtruck of the liſt, and 
obliged to put up with a yearly penſion: In conſequence 
of this reduction, he is become malcontent, and inveighs 
againſt the government, in all companies, with fo little 
diſcretion, that I am ſurprited at the lenity of the admi- 
niſtration in overlooking his inſolence; but the truth 
of the matter is, he owes his ſafety to his weakneſs and 
want of importance. He has ſeen a little, and but a 


little ſervice; and yet, if you will take his word for it, 


there has not been a great action performed in the field 
ſince the Revolution, in which he was not principally 
concerned. When a ſtory is told of any great general, 
he immediately matches it with one of himſelf, though 
he is often unhappy in his invention, and commits ſuch. 
groſs blunders in the detail, that every body is in pain 
tor him. Cæſar, Pompey, and Alexander the Great, 
are continually in his mouth; and as he reads a good 
deal without any judgment to digeſt it, his ideas are 
confuſed, and his harangues as unintelligible as infinite; 
for, once he begins, there is no chance of his leaving off 
ſpeaking, while one perſon remains to yield attention; 
therefore the only expedient I know for putting a ſtop 
to his loquacity, is to lay hold of ſome incongruity he 
has uttered, and demand an explanation; or atk the 
meaning of {ome difficult term that he knows by name 
only. This method will effectually put him to ſilence, 
if not to flight, as it happened when I enquired avout 
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an epaulement. Had he been acquainted with the ſig- 
nification of that word, his triumph wculd have been 
intolerable, and we muſt have quitted the field firſt, or 
been worried with impertinence.” Having thus grati- 
fied my curioſity, the old gentleman began to diſcover his 


own, in queſtions relating to myſelf, to which I thought 


proper to return ambiguous anſwers. “ I preſume, 
Sir (faid he), you have travelled.” I anſwered, “ Yes.” 
« I dare ſay you would find it very expentive,” ſaid he. 
I replied, « To be ſure, one cannot travel without mo- 
ney.” «© That I Enow by experience (ſaid he), for I 
myſelf take a trip to Bath or Tunbridge every ſeaſon ; 
and one muſt pay ſauce for what he has on the road, as 
well in other countries as in this That's a very pretty 
ſtone in your ring, — give me leave, Sir the French 
have attained a wonderful ſkill in making compoſitions 
of this kind. Why, now, this looks almoſt as well as a 
diamond.” „ Almoſt as well, Sir (ſaid I), why not al- 
together? I am ſure, if you underſtand any thing of 
jewels, you mult perceive at firſt fight, that this ſtone is 
a real diamond, and that of a very fine water. Take it 
in your hand, and examine it.” He did fo, with ſome 
confuſion, and returned it, ſaying, “J aſk your pardon, 


I ſee it is a true brilliant of immenſe value.“ I ima- 


gined his reſpect for me increaſed after this enquiry 
therefore, to captivate his eſteem the more, I told him, 
I would ſhow him a ſcal of compoſition, engraved after 
a very valuable antique; upon which I pulled out my 
watch, with a rich gold chain, adorned with three ſeals 
jet in gold , and an opal ring. He viewed each of them 
with great eagerneſs, handled the chain, admired the 
chaſed caſe, and obſerved, that the whole muſt have 
colt me a vaſt ſum of money. I affected indifference, 
and replied in a careleſs manner, “ Some trifle of ſixty 
or ſeventy guineas,” He ſtared in my face for ſome 


time, and then aſked if I was an Engliſhman ? an- 


fwered in the negative. “ You are from Ireland then, 
Sir, I preſume,” ſaid he. I made the ſame reply. O 
perhaps (ſaid he) you was born in one of our ſettle- 
ments abroad.” TI ſtill anſwered, No. He ſeemed very 
much ſurpriſed, and faid, he was ſure I was not a fo- 
zeigner. I made no reply, but left him upon the ten- 
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terhooks of impatient uncertainty. He could not con- 
tain his anxiety, but aſked pardon for the liberties he 
had taken, and, to encourage me the more to diſcloſe 
my ſituation, diſplayed his own without reſerve: „I am 
(ſaid he) a ſingle man, have a conſiderable annuity, on 
which I live according to my own inclination, and 
make the ends of the year meet very comfortably. As 
I have no eſtate to leave behind me, I am not troubled 
with the importunate officiouſneſs of relations or lega- 
cy hunters, and I confider the world as made for me, 
not me for the world: It is my maxim therefore to en- 
joy it while I can, and let futurity ſhift for itſelf.“ 
While he thus indulged his own talkative vein, and at 
the fame time, no doubt, expected a retaliation from 
me, a young man entered, dreſſed in black velvet and 
an enormous tye-wig, with an air in which natural le- 
vity and affected ſolemnity were ſo jumbled together, 
that, on the whole, he appeared a burleſque on all de- 
corum. This ridiculous oddity danced up to the table 
at which we fat; and, after a thouſand grimaces, atked 
my friend, by the name of Mr Medlar, if we were not 
engaged upon buſineſs. My companion put on a ſurly 
countenance, and replied, « No great buſineſs, Doctor 
but however”—< Ol then (cried the phyſician) I muit 
beg your indulgence a little, - pray pardon me, gentle- 
men.— Sir (ſaid he, addrefling himſelf to me), your 
moſt humble ſervant, I hope you will forgive me, Sir 
I muſt beg the favour to tit, Sir—Sir, I have ſomething 
of con{equence to impart to my friend Mr Medlar Sir, 
I hope you will excule my freedom in whiſpering, Sir.“ 
Before I had time to give this complaiſant perſon my 
permiſſion, Mr Medlar cried, “ Pl] have no whitpering ; 
if you have any thing to ſay to me, {peak with an au- 
dible voice.” The doctor ſeemed a little diſconcerted 
at this exclamation, and, turning again to me, made a 
thouſand apologies for pretending to make myſtery of 
any thing, a piece of caution which he ſaid was owing 
to his ignorance of my connexion with Mr Medlar 
but, now he underſtood I was a friend, he would 
communicate what he had to ſay in my hearing. He 
then began, after two or three hems, in this man- 
ner: ( You muſt know, Sir, I am juſt come from din- 
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ner at my Lady Flareit's, (then addrefling himſelf to 
me) a lady of quality, Sir, at whoſe table I have the 
honour ot dining ſometimes. There was Lady Stately, 
and my Lady Larum, and Mrs Dainty, and Miſs Biddy 
Gigler, upon my word, a very good-natured young lady, 
with a very pretty fortune, Sir. There were alſo my 
Lord Straddle, Sir John Shrug, and maſter Billy Chat- 
ter, who is actually a very facetious young gentleman. 
So, Sir, her ladyſhip ſeeing me exceflively fatigued, for 
the was the laſt of fifteen patients (people of diſtinction, 


Sir), whom I had viſited this forenoon—infiſted upon 


my ſtaying dinner, though, upon my word, I proteſt I 
had no appetite; however, in compliance with her lady- 
ſhip's requeſt, Sir, I ſat down, and the converſation 
turning upon different ſubjects, among other things, 
Mr Chatter aſked very earneſtly when I faw Mr Medlar. 
I told kim I had not had the pleaſure of ſeeing you 
theſe nineteen hours and an half; for you may remem- 


ber, Sir, it was nearly about that time; I won't be po- 


ſitive as to a minute.” — No |! (ſays ke), then I deſire 
you will go to his lodgings immediately after dinner, 


and ice what's the matter with him, for he muſt cer- 


tainly be very bad from having eat laſt night ſuch a vaſt 
quantity of raw oyſters.” The cruſty gentleman, who, 
from the ſolemnity of his delivery, expected ſomething 
extraordinary, no ſooner heard his concluſion, than he 
ſtarted up in a teſty humour, crying,“ Pſhaw | pſhaw! 


d— n your oyſters;“ and walked away after a ſhort. 


compliment of, „ Your ſervant, Sir,” to me. The 
doctor got up alſo, ſaying, © I vow and proteſt, upon 
my word, 1 am actually amazed,” and followed Mr 
Medlar to the bar, which was bard by, where he was 
paying for his coffee; there he whiſpered ſo loud, that 
I could overhear, « Pray, who is this gentleman ?” His 
friend replied haſtily, « I might have known that be- 
tore now, it it had not been for your impertinent in- 
truſion, and walked off very much diſappointed. The 
ceremonious phy ſician returned immediately, and fat 


down by me, aſking a thouſand pardons for leaving me 
alone: and giving me to underſtand, that what he had 


communicated to Mr Medlar at the bias was an aftair of 
the laſt importance, that would admit of no delay. He 
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then called for ſome coffee, and launched out into the 
virtues of that berry, which, he ſaid, in cold phlegma- 
tic conſtitutions, like his, dried up the ſuperfluous moiſ- 
ture, and braced the relaxed nerves. He told me it 
was utterly unknown to the ancients; and derived its 
name from an Arabian word, which I might eaſily per- 
ceive by the ſound and termination. From this topic 
he transferred his diſquiſitions to the verb drink, which 
he affirmed was improperly applied to the taking of 
coffee, in as much as people did not-drink, but ſip or 
ſipple that liquor; that the genuine meaning of drink- 
ing is to quench one's thirſt, or commit a debauch by 
ſwallowing wine; that the Latin word, which conveyed 
the ſame idea, was bibere or petare, and that of the 
Greeks pinein or poteein, though he was apt to believe 
they were differently uſed on different occaſions. For 
example : To drink a vaſt quantity, or, as the vulgar 
expreſs it, to drink an ocean of liquor, was in Latin 
potare, and in Greek potcein ; and, on the other hand, 
to uſe it moderately, was bibere and pinein ; that this 
was only a conjecture of his own, which, however, 
ſeemed to be ſupported by the word bibulous, which is 
particularly applied to the pores of the ſkin, that can 
only drink a very {mall quantity of the circumambient 
moiſture, by reaſon of the {mallneſs of their diameters 3 


whereas, from the verb poteein is derived the ſubſtantive | 


potamos, which fignifies a river, or vaſt quantity of li- 
quor. I could not help {miling at this learned and im- 
portant inveſtigation; and, to recommend myſelf the 
more to my new acquaintance, whoſe diſpoſition I was 
by this time well informed of, I obſerved, that what he al- 
ledged did not, to the beſt of my remembrance, appear 
in the writings of the ancients; for Horace uſes the 
words poto and bibo indifferently for the fame purpoſe, 
as in the twentieth ode of his firſt Book: 


Vile potabis modicis ſabinum cantharis, 
Et prœlo domitam caleno tu bibes uvam. 


That I had never heard of the verb potecin, but that 
potamos, potema, and potos, were derived from pino, pofo, 
pepoka ; in conſequence of which the Greek poets never 
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uſe any other word for feſtal drinking. Homer de. 
{cribes Neftor at his cups in theſe words: | | 


Neffora d'ouk elathen jache pinonta perempes. 


And Anacreon mentions it on the ſame occaſion almoſt 
in every page, 


Pionti de onion hedun 
Otan ton pino oinon. 


Opl:z” ego de pino. 


And in a thouſand other places. The doctor, who, 
doubtleſs, intended by his criticiſm to give me a high 
idea of his erudition, was infinitely ſurpriſed to find 
himſelf ſchooled by one of my appearance; and after a 
conſiderable pauſe, cried, « Upon my word!] you are 
in the right, Sir find I have not confidered this af- 
fair with my uſual accuracy.” Then accoſting me in 
Latin, which he {poke very well, the converſation was 
maintained full two hours, on a variety of ſubjects, in 
that language; and indeed, he ſpoke ſo judiciouſly, 
that I was convinced, notwithſtanding his whimſical 
appearance, and attention to trifles, that he was a man 
of extenſive knowledge, eſpecially in books; he looked 
upon me, as I afterwards underſtood from Mr Medlar, 
as a prodigy in learning, and propoſed that very night, 
if I was not engaged, to introduce me to ſeveral young 
gentlemen of fortune and faſhion, with whom he had 
an appointment at the Bedford coffee-houte. 


COLL EEE „„ „„ „ „ „ „„ „„ „„ „„ 


CHAPTER XLVE 


Wagtail introduces me to a ſet of fine gentlemen, with 
20% m T1 ſpend the evening at a tavern—our converſation 
—the charaters of my new compamons—the doctor is 
roafted—the iſſue of our debauch. 

ACCEPTED his offer with pleaſure, and we went 
thither in a hackney coach, where I ſaw a great 
number of gay figures fluttering about, moſt of whom 
ipoke to the doctor with great familiarity. Among the 

reit, itood 2 group of them round the fire, whom I im- 

media tely knew ta be the very perſons who had the 

night before, by their laughing, alarmed my {ſuſpicion 
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of the lady who had put herſelf under my protection. 
They no ſooner perceived me enter with Dr Wagtail 
(for that was my companion's name), than they tittered 
and whiſpered one to another; and I was not a little 
ſurpriſed to find that theſe were the gentlemen to whoſe 
acquaintance he deſigned to recommend me; for when 
he obſerved them together, he told me who they were, 
and deſired to know by what name he ſhould introduce 
me. I fatisfied him in that particular, and he advanced 
with great gravity, ſaying, „Gentlemen, your moſt 
obedient—give me leave to introduce my friend 'Mr. 
Random to your fociety.” Then turning to me, “ Mr 
Random, this is Mr Bragwell—Mr Banter, Sir—Mr 
Chatter—my friend Mr Slyboot, and Mr Ranter, Sir.“ 
I faluted each of them in order, and when I came to 
take Mr Slyboot by the hand, I perceived him to thruſt 
his tongue in his cheek, to the no ſmall entertainment 
of the company; but 1 did not think proper to take 
any notice of it on this occaſion. Mr Ranter too (who 
I aiterwards learned was a player) diſplayed his talents, 
by mimicking my air, features, and voice, while he re- 
turned my compliment : This feat I ſhould not have 
been ſo ſenſible of, had not I ſeen him behave in the 
{ſame manner to my friend Wagtail, when he made up 
to them at firſt. But for once I let him enjoy the fruits 
of his dexterity without queſtion or controul, reſolved, 

however, to chaſtiſe his infolence at a more convenient. 
opportunity. Mr Slyboot, gueſling I was a firanger, 
aſked if I had been lately in France? and when I an- 
ſwered in the affirmative, enquired if I had ſeen the 
Luxembourg gallery? I told him I had conſidered it 
more than once, with great attention: Upon this, a 
converſation enſued, in which I diſcovered him to be a 
painter. While we were diſcourſing upon the particulars 
of this famous collection, I overheard Banter atk Dr 
Wagtail, where he had picked up this Mr Random— 
To which queſtion the phyſician anſwered, © Upon my 
word, a mighty pretty ſort of a gentleman—à man of 
fortune, Sir, —he has made the grand tour, and ſeen, 
the beſt company in Europe, Sir. — “ What, he told 
you ſo, I ſuppoſe ? (ſaid the other) I take him to be 
ncither more nor leſs than a French valet de chambre.“ 
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« Oh! barbarous, barbarous ! (cried the doctor) this is 
actually, upon my word, altogether unaccountable. I 
know all his family perfectly well, Sir; he is of the 
Randoms of the north—a very ancient houſe, Sir, and 
a diſtant relation of mine.” I was extremely nettled at 
the conjecture of Mr Banter, and began to entertain a 
very indifferent opinion of my company in general; but 
as I might poſſibly by their means acquire a more ex- 


tenſive and agreeable acquaintance, J determined to bear 


theſe little mortifications as long as I could, without in- 
juring the dignity of my character. After having talked 
for ſome time on the weather, plays, politics, and other 
coffee-houſe ſubjects, it was propoſed that we ſhould 
ſpend the evening at a noted tavern in the neighbour- 
hood, whither we repaired in a body. Having taken 
poſſeſſion of a room, called for French wine, and be- 


ſpoke ſupper, the glaſs went about pretty freely, and 


the characters of my aſſociates opened upon me more 
and more. It ſoon appeared, that the doctor was enter- 
tained as a butt for the painter and player to exerciſe 
their wit upon, for the diverſion of the company. Mr 
Ranter began the game, by aſking him what was good 
for a hoarſeneſs, lowneſs of ſpirits, and indigeſtion, for 
he was troubled with all theſe complaints to a very great 
degree. Wagtail immediately undertook to explain the 
nature of his caſe, and in a very prolix manner harangued 
upon prognoſtics, diagnoſtics, fymptomatics, therapeu- 
tics, inanition, and repletion; then calculated the force of 
the ſtomach and lungs in their reſpective operations; 
aſcribed the player's malady to a diſorder in theſe or- 
gans, proceeding from hard drinking and vociferation, 
and preſcribed a courſe of ſtomachics, with abſtinence 
from venery, wine, loud ſpeaking, laughing, ſinging, 
coughing, ſneezing, or hollowing. „ Pah, Pah (cried 
Ranter, interrupting him), the remedy is worſe than the 
diſcaſe.— I wiſh I knew where to find ſome tinder wa- 
ter. © Tinder-water! (ſaid the doctor) upon my word 
J don't apprehend you, Mr Ranter.” «© Water ex- 
tracted from tinder (replied the other), an univerfal . 
ſpecific for all diſtempers mcident to man. It was in- 
vented by a learned German monk, who, for a valuable 
conſideration, imparted the ſecret to Paracelſus.” Par- 
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don me (cried the painter), it was firſt ufed by Solomon, 
as appears by a Greek manuſcript, in his own hand- 
writing, lately found at the foot of mount Lebanon, b 

a peaſant who was digging for potatoes.” Well (faid 
Wagtail), i in all my vaſt reading, I never met with ſuch a 
preparation] neither did I know till this minute, that So- 
lomon underſtood Greek, or that potatoes grew in Pa- 
leſtine.” + Here Banter interpoſed, ſaying, he was ſur- 
priſed that Doctor Wagtail ſhould make the leaſt doubt 
of Solomon's underſtanding Greek, when he is repre- 
ſented to us as the wiſeſt and beſt educated Prince in 
the world; and as for potatoes, they were tranſplanted 
thither from Ireland, in the time of the Cruſades, by 
ſome knights of that country. © I profeſs (ſaid the 
doctor) there is nothing more likely—I would actually 
give a vaſt ſum for a ſight of that manuſcript, which 
muſt be ineſtimable And if I underſtood the proceſs, 
would ſet about it immediately.” The player aflured 
him. the proceſs was very ſimple—that he muſt cram 
a hundred weight of dry tinder into a glaſs retort, and 
diſtilling it by the force of animal heat, it would yield 
half a ſcruple of inſipid water, one drop of which is a 
full doſe. Upon my integrity | (exclaimed the cre- 
dulous doctor), this is very amazing! and extraordinary | 
that a caput mortuum ſhall yield any water at all—I muſt 
own J have always been an enemy to ſpecifics, which I 
thought inconſiſtent with the nature of the animal 
economy; but certainly the authority of Solomon is 
not to be queſtioned. I wonder where I ſhall find a 
glaſs retort large enough to contain ſuch a vaſt quantity 

of tinder, the conſumption of which muſt undoubtedly 
raiſe the price of paper—or where I ſhall find animal 
heat ſufficient even to warm ſuch a maſs.” Slyboot 
informed him, that he might have a retort blown for 
him as big as a church; and that the eaſieſt me- 
thod of raiſing the vapour by animal heat, would be to 
place it in the middle of an infirmary for feveriſh pa- 
tients, who might lie upon matraſſes around, and in 
contact with it. He had no ſooner pronounced theſe 
words, than Wagtail exclaimed, in a rapture, © An 
admirable expedient, as I hope to be faved! I will po- 
fitively put it in practice.“ This ſimplicity of the phy- 
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ſician furniſhed excellent diverſion for the company, 
who, in their turns, ſneered at him in ironical compli- 
ments, which his vanity ſwallowed as the genuine ſen- 
timents of their hearts. Mr Chatter, impatient of ſo 
long a ſilence, now broke out, and entertained us with 
a catalogue of all the people who danced at the laſt 
Hampſtead aſſembly, with a moſt circumſtantial account 
of the dreſs and ornaments of each, from the lappets of 
the ladies to the ſhoe buckles of che men; concluding 


with telling Bragwell, that his miſtreſs Melinda was 


there, and ſeemed to miſs him; and ſoliciting his com- 
pany at the next occaſion of that kind. „ No, no, 
demme (ſaid Bragwell), I have ſomething elſe to mind 
than dangling after a parcel of giddy-headed girls; be- 
fides, you know my temper is ſo unruly, that I am apt 
to involve myſelf in ſcrapes, when a woman is con- 
cerned. 'The laſt time I was there, I had an affair 
with Tom Trippet.“ „ O! I remember that (cried 
Banter); you lugged out before the ladies; and I com- 
mend you for ſo doing, becauſe you had an opportunity 
of ſhewing your manhood without running any riſk.” 
« Riſk} (faid the other with a fierce countenance) 
damn my blood! I fear no riſks. I an't afraid of lug- 
ging out againſt any man that wears a head, damme! 
*tis well known I have drawn blood more than once, 
and loſt ſome too; but what does that ſignify?“ The 


player begged this champion to employ him as his ſe- 


cond the next time he intended to kill, for he wanted 
to ſee a man die of a ſtab, that he might know how to 
act ſuch a part the more naturally on the ſtage. Die 
(replied the hero): No, by God I know better things 


than to incur the verdict of a Middleſex jury—lI ſhould 


look upon my fencing-maſter to be an ignorant ſon of 

2 bitch, if he had not taught me to prick any part of 
my antagoniſt's s body that I pleaſe to diſable.” „Obo! 
(cried Slyboot) if that be the caſe, I have a favour 
to aſk. : You muſt know I am employed to paint a 
Jeſus on the croſs ; and my purpoſe is-to repreſent him 
at that point of time when the ſpear is thruſt into his 
fide. Now, I ſhould be glad you would, in my pre- 
ſence, pink ſome impertinent felow into convulſions, 
without endangering his life, that I may have an op- 
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portunity of taking a good clever agony from nature : 
The doctor will direct you where to enter, and how 
far to go; but pray let it be as near the left fide as poſ- 
fible,” Wagtail, who took this propoſal ſeriouſly, ob- 
ſerved, that it would be a very difficult matter to pene- 
trate into the left fide of the thorax, without hurting 
the heart, and of conſequence killing the patient; but 
he believed it was poſſible for a man of a very nice hand, 

and exact knowledge of anatomy, to wound the dia- 
phragma ſomewhere about the ſkirts, which might in- 
duce a ſingultus, without being attended with death; 

that he was ready to demonſtrate the inſertion of chat 


muſcle to Mr Bragwell; but deſired to have no concern 


with the experiment, which might eſſentially prejudice 
his reputation, in caſe of a miſcarriage. Bragwell was 
as much impoſed upon by the painter's waggery as the 
doctor, and declined engaging in the affair, ſaying, he 
had a very great regard for Mr Slyboot, but had laid it 
down as a maxim, never to fight except when his ho- 
nour was engaged. A thouſand jokes of this kind were 


uttered; the wine circulated; ſupper was ſerved in; we 


ate heartily; returned to the bottle; Bragwell became 


noiſy and troubleſome; Banter grew more and more 


ſevere; Ranter rehearſed; Slyboot made faces at the 
whole company; I ſung French catches, and Chatter 
kiſſed me with great affection; while the doctor, with 
a woful countenance, fat filent like a diſciple of Pytha- 
goras. At length, it was propoled by Bragwell, that 
we ſhould ſcour the hundreds, ſweat the conſtable, maul 
the watch, and then reel ſoberly to bed. 

WuHiLE we deliberated on this expedition, the waiter 
came into the room, and aſked for Doctor Wagtail; 
when he underſtood he was preſent, he told him there 
was a lady below to enquire for him; at which meflage 


the phyſician ſtarted from his melancholy contempla- 


tion, and, with a look of extreme confuſion, aſſured the 
company, he could not poſſibly be the perſon wanted, 
for he had no connection with any lady whatever, and 
bade the drawer tell her ſo. „ For ſhame! (cried Ban- 
ter), would you be ſo impolite as to refuſe a lady the 
hearing? perhaps the comes for a conſultation. It muſt 
be ſome extraordinary affair that brings a lady to a ta- 
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vern at this time o' night. Mr Ranter, pray do the 
| doctor's baiſe-mains to the lady, and ſquire her hither.” 
The player immediately ſtaggered out, and returned, 
leading in, with much ceremony, a tall {trapping 
wench, whoſe appearance proclaimed her occupation. 
We received her with the utmoſt ſolemnity, and with a 
good deal of intreaty ſhe was perſuaded to fit, when a 
profound ſilence enfued, during which ſhe fixed her 
eyes, with a diſconſolate look, on the doctor, who was 
utterly confounded at her eg and returned her 
melancholy fourfold. At length, after a good many 
piteous ſighs, ſhe wiped her eyes, and accoſted him 
thus: «© What! not one word of comfort? Will no- 
thing ſoften that ſtony heart of thine ? Not all my 
tears] not all my affliction ! not the inevitable ruin 
thou haſt brought upon me! Where are thy vows, thou 
Faithleſs perjured man? Haſt thou no honour ?—no 
conſcience no remorſe for thy perfidious conduct to- 
wards me - Anſwer me, wilt thou at laſt do me ju- 
ſtice, or muſt I have recourſe to heaven or hell for my 
revenge!“ If poor Wagtail was amazed before ſhe 
15 what muſt his confuſion be on hearing this ad- 
dreſs! His natural paleneſs changed into a ghaſtly clay 
colour, his eyes rolled, his lips trembled, and he an- 
1wered, in an accent not to be deſcribed, „ Upon my 
word, honour, and ſalvation ! Madam, you are actually 
miſtaken in my perion. I have a moſt particular vene- 
ration for your ſex, and am actually incapable of inju- 
ring any lady in the ſmalleſt degree, Madam ;—beſides, 
Madam, to the beſt of my recollection, I never had the 
honour of ſeeing you before, as I hope to be ſaved, 
Madam!“ « How, traitor? (cried the), doſt thou diſown 
me then ?—Miſtaken ! no, too well I know that fair 
bewitching face ! too well I know that falſe enchanting 
tongue Alas! gentlemen, ſince the villain compels 
me, by his unkindneſs, to expoſe myſelf and him, know 
that this betrayer, under the ſpecious pretence of ho- 
nourable addreſſes, won my heart, and, taking advan- 
tage of his conqueſt, robbed me of my virgin treaſure, 
and afterwards abandoned me to my fate! I am now 
zour months gone with child by him, turned out of 
doors by my relations, and left a prey to miſery a and 
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want! Yes, thou barbarian (ſaid ſhe, turning to Wag- 
tail), thou tiger, thou ſuccubus! too well thou knoweft 
my ſituation but I will tear out thy faithleſs heart, and 
deliver the world from {ſuch a monſter.” 80 ſaying, 
ſhe ſprung forward at the doctor, who with incredible 
agility jumped over the table, and ran behind Bragwell, 
while the reſt-of us endeavoured to appeaſe the furious 
heroine. Although every body in the company affected 
the utmoſt ſurpriſe, I could eafily perceive it was a 
ſcheme concerted among them to produce diverſion at 
the doctor's expence; and being under no concern 
about the conſequence, I entered into the confederacy, 
and enjoyed the diſtreſs of Wagtail, who, with tears in 
his eyes, begged the protection of the company, de- 
claring himſelf as innocent of the crime laid to his 
charge, as the foetus in utero; and hinting, at the fame 
time, that nature had not put it in his power to be 
guilty of ſuch a treſpaſs “ Nature! (cried the lady), 
there was no nature in the caſe—he abuſed me by the 
help of charms and ſpells; or elſe how is it poſſible that 
any woman could have liſtened to the addreſſes of ſuch 
2 ſcare-crow ? Were theſe owliſh eyes made for ogling ; 
that carrion complexion to be admired ; or that mouth. 
like a horſe- hoe to be kiſſed? No, no, you owe your 
ſucceſs to your filtres, to your drugs and incantations 
and not to your natural talents, which are. in every 
reſpect mean and contemptible.” The doctor now 
thought he had got an opportunity of vindicating him- 
ſelf effectually; and deſired the complainant to com- 
poſe herſelf but for half an hour, in which he under- 
took to prove the abſurdity of believing in the power of 
mcantations, which were only idle dreams of ignorance 
and ſuperſtition. He accordingly pronounced a very 
learned diſcourſe upon the nature of ideas, the power 
and independence of the mind, the properties of ſtimu- 
lating medicines, the difference between a proneneſs to 
venery, which many ſimples would create, and a paſſion 
limited to one object, which can only be the reſult of 
lenſe and reflection; and concluded with a pathetic re- 
monſtrance, ſetting forth his unhappineſs in being per- 
fecuted with the reſentment of a lady whom he had ne- 
ver injured, nor even ſeen before that occafion, and 
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whoſe faculties were, in all likelihood, ſo much impair. 
ed by her misfortunes, that an innocent perſon was in 
danger of being ruined by her diforder. He had no 
ſooner finiſhed his harangue, than the forlorn princeſs 
renewed her lamentations, and cautioned the company 
_ againſt his eloquence, which, ſhe ſaid, was able to biaſs 
the moſt impartial bench in Chriſtendom. Banter ad- 
viſed him to eſpouſe her immediately, as the only 
means to ſalve his reputation, and offered to accom- 
pany him to the Fleet for that purpoſe; but Slyboot 
propoſed that a father ſhould be purchaſed for the 
child, and a comfortable alimony ſettled on the mother. 
Ranter promiſed to adopt the infant gratis. Wagtail 
was ready to worſhip him for his generoſity ; and, 
though he perſiſted in proteſting his innocence, conde- 
ſcended to every thing rather than his unblemiſhed 
character ſhould be called in queſtion. The lady re- 
jected the propoſal, and inſiſted on matrimony. Brag- 
well took up the cudgels for the doctor, and undertook 
to rid him of her importunity for half a guinea ; upon 
which Wagtail, with great eagerneſs, pulled out his 
purſe, and put it into the hand of his friend, who, ta- 
king half a piece out of it, gave it to the plaintiff, and 
bade her thank God for her good fortune. When ſhe 
Had received this bounty, ſhe affected to weep, and 
begged, fince the phyſician had renounced her, he 
would at leaſt vouchſafe her a parting kiſs: This he 
was prevailed upon to grant, with great reluctance, and 
went up with his uſual ſolemnity to ſalute her; when 
the laid hold of his cheek with her teeth, and held faſt, 
| while he roared with anguiſh, to the unſpeakable diver- 
fion of all preſent. When ſhe thought proper to re- 
leaſe him, ſhe dropped a low curtſey to the company, 
and quitted the room, leaving the doctor in the utmoſt 
horror, not ſo much on account of the pain, as the ap- 
prehenſion of the conſequence of the bite; for by this 
time he was convinced of her being mad. Banter pre- 
ſcribed the actual cautery, and put the poker in the fire 
to be heated, in order to ſear the place. The player 
was of opinion that Bragwell ſhould ſcoop out the part 
affected with the point of his ſword; but the painter 
prevented both theſe dreadful operations, by recom- 
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mending a balſam he had in his pocket, which never 
failed to cure the bite of a mad dog: So ſaying, he pull- 
ed out a {mall bladder of black paint, with which he in- 
ſtantly anointed not only the ſore, but the greateſt part 
of the patient's face, and left it in a frightful condition. 
In ſhort, the poor creature was fo haraſſed with fear 
and vexation, that I pitied him extremely, and ſent 
him home in a chair, contrary to the inclination of eve- 
ry body preſent. 

Tus freedom of mine gave viublagy to Pragwell, 
who teſtified his diſpleaſure, by {wearing a few threats, 
without making any application; which being percei- 
ved by Slyboot, who ſat by me, he, with a view of pro- 
moting a quarrel, whiſpered to me, that he thought 
Bragwell uſed me very ill; but every man was the beſt 
judge of his own Abr 1 an{wered aloud, that I 
would neither ſuffer Mr Bragwell nor him to uſe me ill 
with impunity, and that I ſtood in no need of his 
counſel in regard to the regulation of my conduct. He 
thought proper to aſk a thouſand pardons, and aflure 
me he meant no offence; while Bragwell feigned him- 
ſelf aſleep, that he might not be obliged to take notice 
of what paſſed. But the player, who had more animal 
ſpirits and leſs diſcretion than Slyboot, unwilling to let 
the affair reſt where he had dropped it, jogged Mr 
Bragwell, and told him ſoftly, that I called him names, 
and threatened to cudgel him. This particular I un- 
derſtood by his ſtarting, and crying, *“ Blood and 
wounds! you lie! No man durſt treat me ſo ignomi- 
niouſly—Mr Random, did you call me names, and 
threaten to drub me?” I denied the imputation, and 
propoſed to puniſh the ſcoundrel, who endeavour- 
ed to foment diſturbance in the company; Bragwell 
fignified* his approbation, and drew his ſword; I did 
the ſame, and accoſted the actor in theſe wordl - 
« Lookee, Mr Ranter, I know you poſſeſs all the mi- 
micry and miſchievous qualities of an ape, becauſe I 
have obſerved you put them all in practice more than 
once to-night, on me and others; now I want to ſee if 
you reſemble one in nimbleneſs alſo; therefore I deſire 
you to leap over this {word without heſitation.” 80 
ſaying, J held it parallel to the horizon, at the diſtance 
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of about three feet from the floor, and called, “ Once 
twice—thrice, and away;” but, inſtead of complying, 
with my command, he {ſnatched his hat and hanger, 


and aſſuming the loaks, ſwagger, and phraſe of Piſtol, 
burſt out into the following exclamation : * Ha! muſt 


I then perform inglorious prank; of ſylvan ape in moun- 
tain foreſt caught! Death rock me aſleep, abridge my 
doleful days, and lay my head. in fury's lap.—Have we 
not Hiren here ?” This buffoonery did not anſwer his 
expectation, for by this time the company was bent on 
ſeeing him in a new character. Mr Banter deſired me 
to hold my ſword a foot or two higher, that he might 
have the better opportunity of exerting himſelf. The 
painter told him, if he performed well, he would re- 
commend him as a vaulter to-the proprietors of Sadler's- 
wells; and Bragwell, crying “ Leap for the king,” ap- 


| plied the point of his ſword to the player's poſteriors 


with ſuch ſucceſs, that he ſprung over in a trice, and, 
finding the door unguarded, vaniſhed in a twinkling ; 
glad, no doubt, of having paid his ſhare of the reckon- 
ing ſo eaſily. 

It being now near two o'clock in the morhing, we diſ- 


charged the bill, and ſallied out into the ſtreet. The 


painter ſlunk away without taking his leave. Billy Chat- 
ter, being unable to ſpeak or ſtand, was ſent to a bagnio; 
and Banter and J accompanied Bragwell to Moll King's 
coffechouſe, where, after he had kicked half a dozen 
hungry whores, we left him aileep on a bench, and di- 
rected our courſe towards Charing-Croſs, near which 
place both he and TI lodged. 

TAE natural dryneſs of my companion being over- 
come by liquor, he honoured me by the way with many 


compliments and profeſſions of friendthip, for which 1 


made ſuitable acknowledgments, and told him, I thought 
myſelf happy in having, by my behaviour, removed the 
unfavourable opinion he entertained of me at firſt ſight. 
He was ſurpriſed at this declaration, and begged me to 
explain myſelf: Upon which I mentioned what I had 
overheard him ſay of me to Wagtail in the coffeehouſe. 
He laughed, and made an apology for his freedom, aſ- 
ſuring me, that my appearance had very much prepoſ- 
ſefled him in my favour z and what he ſaid was only in- 
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tended as a joke on the doctor's ſolemnity. J was high- 
ly pleaſed at being undeceived in this particular, and 
not a little proud of the good opinion of this wit, who 
ſhook me by the hand at parting, and promiſed tò meet 
me next day at the ordinary: 


CHAPTER XVLIL 


Strap communicates to me a conqueſt he had made of @ 
chandler's widow—finds himſelf miſerably miſtaken —T 
go to the opera—admire Melinda am cautioned by Ban- 
ter—go to the aſſembly at Hampſtead—dance with that 
young lady receive an inſolent meſſe age from Bragwell, 
avhoſe metal is ſoon cooled—am in favour with my mi- 
fireſs, whom. I vi 2 t next day; and am bubbled out of 
eighteen guineas at cards Strap triumphs at my ſucceſs, 
but is aftoniſned at my expence—Banter comes to my 
lodging, is very ſarcaſtic at my expence, and borrows foe 


guincus from me, as @ proof of bis friendſhip. 


N the morning before I got up, Strap came into my 
chamber, and, finding me awake, hemmed ſeveral 
times, ſcratched his head, caſt his eyes upon the ground, 
and, with a very foolith Eind of ſimper upon his face, 
gave me to underſtand he had ſomething to communi- 
cate, „By your countenance (faid I) I expect to hear 
good tidings.” „ Indifferent (replied he, tittering), that 


is, hereafter as it ſhall be. You muſt know I have ſome © 


thoughts of altering my condition.” «© What! (cried I, 
aſtoniſhed), a matrimonial ſcheme ? O rare Strap! thou 
haſt got the heels of me at laſt.” «© N*—no lets, I ai- 
ſure you (ſaid he, burſting into a laugh of ſelf-approba- 
tion); a tallow-chandler's widow, that lives hard by, has 
taken a liking to me—A fine jolly dame, as plump as a 
partridge. She has a well furniſhed houſe, a briſk 
trade, and a good deal of the ready. I may have her 
for the aſking. She told a friend of mine, a brother 
tootman, that ſhe would take me out of a ſtinking 
clout. But I refuſed to give my final anſwer, till I knew 
your opinion of the matter.” I congratulated Monſieur 
< Eſtrapes upon his conqueſt, and approved of the 
ſcheme, provided he could be aſſured ob thoſe circum- 


ances of her fortune; but adviſed him to do nothing 


Vo“. I. Si 


4 
+ 
? Me 
F 1 
q 
11 11 
4 1 = 
x 0 
| ( 
f 
> 7 t 
\ 
VIE: 
1 4 
1 9 
4 # 
£ * 
: * } 
4 I 
7 LY 
:3® * 
4 9 
1 
{ q 
' - . 
| 8 - 
[i 4 
; * 1 
5 1 
1 
* * 
1 4 
} h 
41 
1 
1 4 1 
Yr F * 
1 4 1 tz 
TY it 
1 i 
. 0 
1 
9 + 
4 . 
© Ks 
TRE 
1 0 
% 
N F3.% 
4+ 
— [2 
1 
|| LMS 17 
3 ) 
PT. 7 i Is 
15 | + 
J 14 
1 bi 
; 
1 q 
i 1 0 a 
6. 
0 15 
7 4 
of 15 
"I 1: 
1 
1 , 
' - 4 
1 
' 5 
1 4 
PF x 
\ "44 
i 
: 
7 * 
* * 


1460 
1 41 
11. 
1540 fy 
AN 
nt 47 
i 
N 
4 * 
* FE 
WR 
Lit! 
HE 
1 1: 
EY { 
1 


1 


n * oe 


3 x 0 
4 > $ by” 
= 

* 8; 
- v4 ot q 
_—- 
4 \ 
4: 8 
. 1 
+» al 4 
1 
3 
. 
be ä 
1 
. 7 
! . 
h i 
5 N 2 
1 , * 
. ö 
Ll 4 
i. {/ * 1 
} ® 
9 
* 
p Y 
: : 
4 
| . F of 
' 7 N 
. 7 9 
1 
'Þ: 1 
R * 
*. 
o * 
l 
* 


314 The ADVENTURES 
raſhly, and give me an opportunity of ſeeing the lady 


before matters ſhould be brought to a concluſion. He 


aſſured me he would do nothing without my conſent 
and approbation, and that very morning, while I was at 
breakfaſt, introduced his inamorata to my acquaintance. 
She was a ſhort thick woman, about the age of thirty- 
fix, and had a particular prominence of belly, which I 
perceived at firſt fight, not without ſome ſuſpicion of 
foul play. I defired her, however, to fit, and treated 
her with a diſh of tea; the diſcourſe turning on the 
good qualities of Strap, whom I repreſented as a prodigy 
of ſobriety, induſtry, and virtue. When ſhe took her 
leave, he followed her to the door, and returned licking 
his lips, and aſking if I did not think ſhe was a luſcious 
creature. I made no myſtery of my apprehenſion, but 
declared my ſentiments of her without reſerve; at 
which he was not ſurpriſed, telling me he had obſerved 
the ſame ſymptom, but was informed by his friend that 
ſhe was only livergrown, and would in a few months be 
as {mall in the waiſt as ever. “ Yes (ſaid I), a few 
weeks, I believe, will do the buſineſs. In ſhort, Strap, 


it is my opinion, that you are egregiouſly impoſed upon 


and that this friend is no other than a raſcal who wants 
to palm his trull vpon you for a wife, that he may at 
once deliver himſelf from the importunities of the mo- 
ther, and the expence of her bantling ; for which reaſon 
I would not have you truſt implicitly to the report he 
makes of her wealth, which is inconſiſtent with his be- 
haviour; nor run your head precipitately into a nooſe, 
that you may afterwards with exchanged for the hang- 
man's.” He ſeemed very much ſtartled at my infinua- 
tion, and promiſed to look twice before he leaped ; ſay- 
ing, with ſome heat, « Odds, if I find his intention 
is to betray me, we ſhall ſee which of us is the better 
man.” My prediction was verified in leſs than a fort- 


night; her great belly producing an infant, to the un- 


ſpeakable amazement of Strap, who was, before this 
happened, inclinable to believe I had refined a little too 
much in my penetration. His falſe friend diſappeared ; 
and in a few days after an execution was iſſued againſt 
her goods and houſehold furniture, which were ſeized 
by the creditors. 
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MAN while I met my friend Banter at the ordinary, 
and in the evening went to the opera with him and Mr 
Chatter, who pointed out Melinda in one of the boxes, 
and offere to introduce me to her, obſerving at the 
ſame time, that ſhe was a reigning teaſt worth ten thou- 
ſand pounds. This piece of information made my heart 
bound with joy, and I diſcovered great eagerneſs to ac- 
cept the propoſal; upon which he aſſured me I ſhould 
dance with her at the next aſſembly, if he had any in- 
fluence in that quarter: So ſaying, he went round, 
ſpoke to. her tome minutes, and, as J imagined, pointed 
at me; then returning, told me, to my inexpreſſible 
pleaſure, that I might depend upon what he had pro- 
miſed, for ſhe was now engaged as my partner. Ban- 
ter, in a whiſper, gave me to underſtand, that ſhe was 
an incorrigible coquette, who would grant the ſame fa- 
vour to. any young fellow in England of a tolerable ap- 
pearance, merely to engage him among the herd of her 
admirers, that the might have the pleaſure of ſeeing 
them daily increaſe; that ſhe was of a cold inſenſible 
diſpoſition, dead to every paſſion but vanity, and ſo blind 
to merit, that he would lay any wager the wealthioſt 
fool ſhould carry her at laſt. I attributed a good deal 
of this intelligence to the ſatirical turn of my friend, or 
reſentment for having himſelf ſuffered a rebuff from the 
lady in queſtion ; and, at any rate, truſted ſo much to 
my own accomplithments, as to beheve no woman could 
reſiſt the ardour of my addreſſes. 

FuLL of this confidence | repaired to Hampſtead, in 
company with Billy Chatter, my Lord Hobble, and 
Doctor Wagtail. There I ſaw a very brilliant aſſembly, 
before whom I had the honour to walk a minuet with 
Melinda, who charmed me with her frank manner and 
ealineſs of behaviour. Before the country dances be- 
gan, I received a meſſage, by a perſon I did not know, 
from Bragwell, who was preſent, importing, that no- 
body who knew him, preſumed to dance with Melinda, 
while he was there in perſon; and that I would do well 
to relinquith her without noiſe, becaute he had a mind 
to lead up a country dance with her. This extraordi- 


nary intimation, which was delivered in the lady's hear- 


ing, did not at all diſcompoſe me, who by this time was 
O12 


1 
#4 
1 
13 
14 
1 
i 
\| 
4 
po 


316 The ADVENTURES of 


retty well acquainted with the character of my rival, 
6 without the leaſt ſymptom of concern, bade 
the gentleman tell Mr Bragwell, that, ſince I was fo 
happy as to obtain the lady's conſent, I ſhould not be 
folicitous about his; and deſired the bearer himſelf to 
bring me no ſuch impertinent meſſages for the future. 
Melinda affected a fort of confuſion, and pretended to 
wonder that Mr Bragwell ſhould give himſelf ſuch liber- 
ties with regard to her, who had no manner of connec- 
tion with the fellow. I laid hold of this opportunity 
to diſplay my valour, and offered to call him to an ac- 


count for his inſolence, a propoſal which ſhe abſolutely 


refuſed, under pretence of conſulting my ſafety ; though 
1 could perceive by the ſparkling of her eyes, that ſhe 
would not have thought herſelf affronted in being the 
ſubject of a duel. I was by no means pleaſed with this 
diſcovery of her thoughts, which not only argued the 
moſt unjuſtifiable vanity, but likewiſe the moſt barba- 
rous indifference ; however, I was allured by her for- 
tune, and reſolved to gratify her pride, in making her 
the occaſion of a public quarrel between me and Brag- 
well, who, I was pretty certain, would never drive mat- 
ters to a dangerous extremity. 

WHILE we danced together, J obſerved this formi- 
dable rival at one end of the room, encircled with a 
cluſter of beaux, to whom he talked with great ve- 
hemence, caſting many big looks at me, from time to 


time: I gueſſed the ſubject of his diſcourſe, and as ſoon 


as I had handed my partner to her ſeat, ſtrutted up to 


the place where he ſtood, and, cocking my hat in his 


face, demanded aloud, if he had any thing to ſay to me. 


He anſwered with a fallen tone, „ Nothing at preſent, _ 


Sir ;” and turned about upon his heel. „ Well (aid 


I), you know where I am to be found at any time.” 


His companions ſtared at one another, and I returned 
to the lady, whoſe features brightened at my approach, 
and immediately a whiſper run through the whole 
room; after which ſo many eyes were turned upon me, 
that I was ready to ſink with confuſion. When the 
ball broke up, I led her to her coach, and, like a true 
French gallant, would have got up behind it, in order 
to protect her from violence on the road; but the abſo- 
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lutely refuſed my offer, and expreſſed her concern that 
there was not. an empty ſeat for me within the vehicle. 

Nx T day, in the afternoon, I waited on her at her 
lodgings, by permiſſion, in company with Chatter, and 
was very civilly received by her mother, with whom ſhe 
lived; there were a good many faſhionable people pre- 
ſent, chiefly young fellows, and immediately after tea, 
a couple of card- tables were ſet, at one of which I had 
the honour to play with Melinda, who, in leſs than 
three hours, made fhift to plunder me of eight guineas. 
I was well enough content to loſe a little money with a 
good grace, that J might have an opportunity in the 
mean time to ſay ſoft things, which are ſtill moſt wel- 
come when attended with good luck; but I was by no 
means ſatisfied of her fair play, a circumſtance that 
ſhocked me not a little, and greatly impaired my opi- 
nion of her diſintereſtedneſs and delicacy. However, 
as reſolved to profit by this behaviour, and treat her 
in my turn with leſs ceremony; accordingly, I laid cloſe 
liege to her, and finding her not at all diſguſted with the 
groſs incenfe I offered, that very night made a declara- 
tion of love in plain terms. She received my addreſſes 
with great gaiety, and pretended to laugh them off; 
but, at the ſame time, treated me with ſuch particular 
complacency, that I was perſuaded I had made a con- 
queſt of her heart, and concluded myſelf the happieſt 
man alive. Elevated with theſe flattering ideas, I fat 
down again to cards, after ſupper, and with great cheer- 
fulneſs ſuffered myſelf to be cheated of ten guineas 
more. | 

IT was late before T took my leave, after being fa- 
voured with à general invitation; and when I got into 
bed, the adventures of the day hindered me from ſleep- 
ing. Sometimes I pleaſed myſelf with the hopes of 
poſſefling a fine woman with ten thouſand pounds; then 
I would ruminate on the character I had heard of her 
from Banter, and compare it with the circumſtances of 
her conduct towards me, which ſeemed to bear too 
great a reſemblance to the picture he had drawn. This 
introduced a melancholy reflection on the expence 1 
had undergone, and the ſmallneſs of my funds to ſup- 
port it, which, by the bye, were none of my own. In 
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thort, I found myſelf involved in doubts and perplexi- 
ties, that kept me awake the greateſt part of the night. 
Ix the morning, Strap, with whom I had not con- 
verſed for two days, preſented himſelf with the utenſils - 
for ſhaving me; upon which, I aſked his opinion of 
the lady whom be bad ſeen me conduct to ber coach at 
Hampſtead. « Odd ! ſhe's a delicious creature (cried 
he), and, as I am informed, a great fortune. I am ſorry 
you did not inſiſt on going home with her. I dare ſay, 
the would not have refuſed your company; for ſhe 
feems to be a good-humoured ſoul.” «© There's a time 
for all things (faid I). You muſt know, Strap, I was in 
company with her till one o'clock this morning.” I had 
no ſooner pronounced theſe words, than he began to 
caper about the room, and ſnap his fingers, crying in a 
tranſport, „The day's our own !—the day's our on!“ 
I gave him to underſtand that his triumph was a little 
premature, and that I had more difficulties to furmount 
than he was aware of; then I recounted to him the in- 
telligence I had received from Banter. At which he 
changed colour, ſhook his head, and obſerved there was 
no faith in woman. I told kin. IL was reſolved to make 
a bold puſh notwithſtanding, although I foreſaw it would 
lead me into a great expence; and bade him gueſs the 
fum I had loſt laſt night at cards. He ſcratched his 
chin, and profeſſed his abhorrence of cards, the very 
name of which being mentioned, made him ſweat with 
vexat ion, as it recalled the money-dropper to his re- 
membrance : « But, however (ſaid he), you have to do 
with other gueſs-people now. Why, I ſuppoſe, if you 
had a bad run laſt night, you would ſcarce come off for 
lets than ten or twelve ſhillings.” I was mortified at 
this piece of ſimplicity, which I imagined, at that time, 
was all affected by way of reprimand for my folly ; and 
aſked with ſome heat, if he thought I ſpent the evening 
in a cellar with chairmen and bunters; giving him to 
know at the fame time, that my expence had amounted 
to eighteen guineas. It would require the pencil of 
Hogarth to expreſs the aſtoniſhment and concern of 
Strap, on hearing this piece of news; the baſon in 
which he was preparing the lather for my chin, dropped 
cut of his hands, and he remained ſome time immove- 


— 
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able in that ludicrous attitude, with his mouth open, 
and his eyes thruſt forward confiderably beyond their 
ſtation; but remembering my diſpoſition, which was 
touchy arid impatient of controul, he ſmothered his 
chagrin, and attempted to recolle& himſelf. With this 
view, he-endeavoured to laugh, but, in ſpite of his teeth, 
broke out into a whimper, took up his waſh-ball and 
pewter-pot, ſcrubbed my beard with the one, and diſ- 
charged the other upon my face. I took no notice of 
his confuſion, but after he had fully recovered himſelf, 
put him in mind of his right, and aſſured him of my rea- 
dineſs to ſurrender his effects whenever he ſhould think 
proper to demand them. He was nettled at my inſinua- 
tion, which he thought proceeded from my diſtruſt of 
his friendſhip; and begged I would never talk to him 
in that ſtrain again, unleſs I had a mind to break his 
" Heart.-; © | 
THis good creature's unalterable friendſhip for 
me, affected me with the moſt grateful ſentiments, 
and acted as a ſpur to my reſolution of acquiring a for- 
tune, that T might have it in my power to manifeſt my 
generolity in my turn. For this purpoſe, I determined 
to bring matters to a ſpeedy concluſion with Melinda; 
well knowing that a few ſuch nights as the laſt, would 
effectually incapacitate me from proſecuting that or 
any other advantageous amour. 

Warilr my meditation was buſied in planning out 
my future conduct, Mr Banter favoured me with a viſitz 
and, after breakfaſt, aſked how I had paſſed the pre- 
ceding evening. I anſwered, I was very agreeably en- 
tertained at a private houſe. « Yes (ſaid he, with a 
larcaſtic ſmile), you deſerved ſomething extraordinary 
for the price you paid.” I was ſurpriſed at this remark, 
and pretended ignorance of his meaning. «© Come, 
come, Random (continued he), you need not make a 
myſtery of it to me, the whole town has it. I with 
that fooliſh affair between you and Bragwell at Ham 
ſtead had been leſs public. It has ſet all the buſy-bodies 
at work to find out your rcal character and fituation 5 
and you cannot imagine what conjectures have already 

circulated at your expence. One ſuſpects you to be a 
Jeſuit in diſguiſe 3 another thinks you are an agent from 
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the Pretender; a third believes you to be an upſtart 
gameſter, becauſe nobody knows any thing of your fa- 
 mily or fortune; a fourth is of opinion, that you are 
A an Iriſh fortune hunter.” This laſt hypotheſes touch- 
'S | ed me ſo nearly, that, to conceal my confuſion, I was 
| fain to interrupt his detail, and damn the world for 
an envious meddling community, that would not- ſuffer 
2 gentleman to live without moleſtation. He took no 
notice of this apoſtrophe, but went on, «© For my own 
part, I neither know, nor defire to know, who, or what 
you are; this I am certain of, that few people make a 
myſtery of their origin or fituation, who can boaſt of 
any thing advantageous in either; and my own opinion 
of the matter is, that you have raiſed yourſelf by your 
induſtry, from nothing to the appearance you now 
maintain, and which you endeavour to ſupport by ſome 
matrimonial ſcheme.” Here he fixed his eyes ſtedfaſtly 
upon me, and perceiving my face covered with bluſhes, 
told me, now he was confirmed in his opinion ;— 
4 Look ye, Random (ſaid he), I have divined your 
plan, and am confident it will never ſucceed. You are 
too honeſt, and too ignorant of the town, to practiſe 
the neceſlary cheats of your profeſſion, and detect the 
conſpiracies that will be formed againit you. Beſides, 
you are downright baſhful—what the devil! ſet up for 
a fortune hunter before you have conquered the ſenſe of 
ſhame ! Perhaps you are entitled by your merit, and I 
believe you are, to a richer and better wife than Me- 
linda; but, take my word for it, ſhe is not to be won at 
that rate; or, if you are ſo lucky as to carry her, be- 
tween you and me, you may fay as Teague did, by my 
foul, I have gained a l:fs ! She would take care to ſpend 
her fortune in a twinkling, and ſoon make you ſick of 
her extravagance.” I was alarmed by his diſcourſe, 
while I reſented the freedom of it, and exprefled my 
diſguſt, by telling him, he was miſtaken in my inten- 
tions, and defiring he would give me leave to regulate 
my conduct according to the dictates of my own reaſon. 
He made an apology for the liberty he had taken, and 
aſcribed it to the warmth of his friendſhip for me; as 
an uncommon inſtance of which, he borrowed five gui- 
neas, aſſuring me, there were very few people in the 
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world whom he would ſo far favour with his confidence. 
I gave him the money, and profeſſed myſelf ſo well con- 
vinced of his fincerity, that he had no occaſion to put 
it to ſuch extraordinary proofs for the future. “ I 
thought (ſaid he) to have aſked five pieces more, but 
hearing you was bubbled of eighteen laſt night, I pre- 
ſumed you migKt be out of caſh, and reſolved to model 
my demand accordingly.” I could nof help admiring 
the cavalier behaviour of this ſpark, of whom I defired 
to know his reaſon for ſaying I was bubbled. He then 
gave me to underſtand, that, before he came to my lodg- 
ings, he had beat up Tom Toſsle, who, having been 
preſent, informed him of the particulars, rehearſed all 
the fine things I ſaid to Melinda, with which he propo- 
{es to entertain the town; and, among other circum- 
ſtances, aflured him, my miſtreſs cheated with ſo little 
art, that nobody but a mere novice could have been im- 
poſed upon: 

Tk thoughts of becoming a ſubject of raillery for 
coxcombs, and loſing my money to boot, ſtung me to 


the quick; but I made a virtue of my indignation, and 


ſwore that no man ſhould, with impunity, either aſperſe 
the character of Melinda, or turn my behaviour into 
ridicule. He replied in a dry manner, that I would 
find it an Herculean taſk to chaſtiſe every body who 
would laugh at my expence; and as for the character 
of Melinda, he did not ſee how it could ſuffer by what 
| was laid to her charge; for that cheating at cards, far 
from being reckoned a blemith among people of fathion, 
was looked upon as an honourable indication of ſuperior 
genius and addreſs. «© But let us wave this ſubject 
(faid he), and go to the coffee-houſe, in order to make a 
party for dinner.” 
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CHAPTER XLVII. 


Me repair to the coffee-houſe, where we overhear a e 
rious diſpute between M. agtail and Medlar, which is 
referred to our deciſion—the doctor gives an account 
of his experiment Medlar is roaſted by Banter at 
zhe ordinary—the old gentleman's advice to me. | 


EING as willing to drop the theme, as he to pro- 
poſe it, I accompanied him thither, where we 
found Mr Medlar and Doctor Wagtail diſputing upon 
the word Cisſlard, which the phyſician affirmed ſhould 
be ſpelled with a G, becauſe it was derived from the 
Latin verb gare, © to taſte. But Medlar pleaded 
cuſtom in behalf of C, obſerving, that, by the doctor's 
rule, we ought to change pudding unto budding, be- 
cauſe it is derived from the French word Boudin; and 
in that caſe why not retain the original orthography and 
pronunciation of all the foreign words we have adopted; 
by which means our language would become a diſſo- 
nant jargon without ſtandard or propriety. The con- 
troverſy was referred to us, and Banter, notwithſtand- 
ing his real opinion to the contrary, decided it in fa- 
vour of Wagtail: Upon which the peeviſh annuitant 
aroſe, and uttering the monoſyllable, Piſh! with great 
emphaſis, removed to another table. 

WE then enquired of the doctor what progreſs he 
had made in the experiment of diſtiling tinder-water; 
and he told us he had been at all the glaſs-houſes about. 
town, but could find nobody who would undertake to 
blow a retort large enough to hold the third part of the 
quantity preſcribed; but he intended to try the proceſs 
on as much as would produce five drops, which would 
be ſufficient to prove the ſpecific, and then he would 
make it a parliamentary affair; that he had already pur- 
chaſed a conſiderable weight of rags, in reducing which 
to tinder, he had met with a misfortune, which had 
obliged him to change his lodgings: for he had gather- 
ed them in a heap on the floor, and ſet fire to them 
with a candle, on the ſuppoſition that the boards would 
ſuſtain no damage, becauſe it is the nature of flame to 
| aſcend; but by ſome very extraordinary accident, the 
* was invaded, and began to blaze with great vio- 
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tence, which diſordered him ſo much, that he had not 
preſence of mind enough to call for -affiſtance, and the 
whole houſe muſt have been conſumed, with him in the 
midſt of it, had not the ſmoke that rolled out of the win» 
dows in clouds, alarmed the neighbourhood, and brought 
people to his ſuccour. That he had loſt a pair of black 
velvet breeches and a tye-wig in the hurry, beſides the 
expence of the rags, which were rendered uſeleſs by the 
water uſed to quench the flame, and the damage of the 
floor, which he was compelled to repair. That his land- 
lord, believing him diſtracted, had inſiſted on his quit- 
ting his apartment at a minute's warning, and he was put 
to incredible inconvenience; but now he was ſettled in 
a very comfortable houſe, and had the uſe of a large 
paved yard for preparing his tinder: So that he hoped 
in a very ſhort time to reap the fruits of his labour. 
AFTER having congratulated the doctor on his pro- 
ſpect, and read the papers, we repaired to an auction of 
pictures, where we entertained ourſelves an hour or two: 
From thence we adjourned to the Mall, and after two or 
three turns, went back to dinner, Banter aſſuring us, 
that he intended to roaſt Medlar at the ordinary; and 
indeed we were no ſooner ſet than this Cynic began to 
execute his purpoſe, by telling the old gentleman, he 
looked extremely well, conſidering the little fleep he had 
enjoyed Jaſt night. To this compliment Medlar made 
no reply, but by a ſtare accompanied with a ſignificant 
grin; and Banter went on thus: « I don't know whe- 
ther moſt to admire, the charity of your mind, or the 
vigour of your body. Upon my ſoul, Mr Medlar, 
you do generous things whit the beſt taſte of any man L 
know! You extend your compaſſion to real objects, 
and exact only ſuch returns as they are capable of ma- 
king. You muſt know, gentlemen, (ſaid he, turning to 
the company) I had been up maſt part of the night with 
a friend who is ill of a fever, and on my return, home 


this morning chanced to paſs by a gin-ſhop till open, 


whence iſſued a confuſed ſound of mirth and jollity : 
Upon which I popped in my head, and perceived Mr 
Medlar dancing bare-headed in the midſt of ten or 
twenty ragged bunters, who rejoiced at his expence. 
But indeed, Mr Medlar, you. ought not to lacriſice 
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your conſtitution to your benevolence. Conſider you 
grow old apace; and therefore have a reverend care of 
your health, which muſt certainly be very much im- 
Paired by theſe nocturnal expeditions.” The teſty ſe. 
nior could no longer contain himſelf, but cried haſtily, 
cc *Tis well known that your tongue is no ſlander.“ 1 
think (faid the other) you might ſpare that obſervation, 
as you are very ſenſible, that my tongue has done you 
ſignal ſervice on many occaſions, You may remember, 
that when you made your addreſſes to the fat widow, 
who kept a public houſe at Iſlington, there was a re- 
port ſpread very much to the prejudice of your man- 
hood, which coming to the ears of your miſtreſs, you 
was diſcarded immediately; and I brought matters to a 
reconciliation, by aſſuring her you had three baſtards at 
nurſe in the country: How you ruined your own affair 
afterwards, it is neither my buſineſs nor inclination to 
relate.” 'This anecdote, which had no other founda- 
tion than in Banter's own invention, afforded a good 
deal of mirth to every body preſent, and provoked Mr 
Medlar beyond all ſufferance; ſo that he ſtarted up in 
a a mighty paſſion, and, forgetting that his mouth was 
full, beſpattered thoſe who ſat next to him, while he 
diſcharged his indignation in a volley of oaths, and call- 
ed Banter inſignificant puppy, impertinent jackanapes, 
and an hundred ſuch appellations; telling the company, 
he had invented theſe falſe malicious aſperſions, becauſe 
he would not lend him money to ſquander away upon 
rooks and whores. $ A very likely ſtory (ſaid Banter), 
that I ſhould attempt to borrow money of a man who is 
obliged to practiſe a thouſand ſhifts to make his week- 
ly allowance hold out till Saturday's night. Sometimes 
he ſleeps four and twenty hours at a ſtretch, by which 
means he ſaves three meals, beſides coffee-houſe ex- 
pence. Sometimes he is fain to put up with bread and 
cheeſe and {mall beer for dinner; and {ſometimes he re- 
gales on two penny worth of ox cheek in a cellar.” 
* You are a lying miſcreant (cried Medlar, in an exta- 
cy of rage), I can always command money enough to 
pay your tailor's bill, which I am ſure is no trifle ; and 
I have a good mind to give you a convincing proof of 
my circumſtances, by proſecuting you for detamation, 
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firrah.” By this time the violence of his wrath had de- 


prived him of his appetite, and he ſat ſilent, unable to 
ſwallow one mouthful, while his tormentor enjoyed his 
mortification, and increaſed his chagrin by adviſing him 
to lay in plentifully for his next day's faſt. 

Dix N ER being ended, we came down ſtairs to the 


coffee- room, and Banter went away to keep an appoint- 


ment, faying, he ſuppoſed he ſhould ſee Wagtail and 
me in the evening at the Bedford coffee-houſe. He was 
no ſooner gone, than the old gentleman took me aſide, 
and ſaid, he was ſorry to ſee me ſo intimate with that 
fellow, who was one of the moſt graceleſs rakes about 
town, and had already waſted a good eſtate and conſti- 
tution upon harlots; that he had. been the ruin of ma- 


ny a young man, by introducing them into debauched 


company, and ſetting a lewd example of all manner of 


wickedneſs; and that, unleſs I was on my guard, he 


would ſtrip me in a ſhort time both of my money and 
reputation. I thanked him for his information, and pro- 
miſed to conduct myſelf accordingly, withing, however, 
his caution had been a few hours more early, by which 
means I might have faved five gumeas. Notwithſtand- 
ing this intelligence, I was inclineable to impute ſome 
part of the charge to Medlar's revenge for the liberties 


taken with him at dinner; and therefore, as ſoon as I 


could diſengage myſelf, applied to Wagtail for his opi- 
nion of the character in queſtion; reſolved to compare 
their accounts, allowing for the prejudice of each, and 
to form my judgment upon both, without adhering 
ſtrictly to either. The doctor aſſured me, that he was 


. - very pretty gentleman of family and fortune ; a ſcho- 
lar, a wit, a critic, and perfectly well acquainted with 
the town; that his honour and courage were unqueſtion- 


able, though ſome extravagancies he had been guilty of, 
and his talents for ſatire, had procured him enemics, an 
made ſome people ſhy of his acquaintance. From theſe 
different ſketches, I concluded that Banter was a young 


fellow of ſome parts, who had ſpent his fortune, but re- 


tained his appetites, and fallen out with the world, be- 
cauſe he could not enjoy it to his wiſh. 

I weEnT to the Bedford coffee-houſe in the evening, 
where I met my friends, from thence procceded to the 
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326 The ADVENTURES ff 
play, and afterwards carried them home to my lodgings, 
| where we ſupped in great good humour. £2 


COLLIE EO TE ELIT ENET 


I receive a challenge—the conſequences of it—the quarrel 
being made up, am put in arreſt, by the care and affece 
tion of Strap—but immediately releaſed upon explaining 

my affair—the behaviour of Mr Oregan and his taua 
Friends —1 viſit Melinda, whom I divert with an account 
of the duel—propoſe marriage—fhe refers the matier ta 
her mother, of whom I make a ſolemn demand of her 
daughter the old lady's behaviour Jam diſcarded re- 
ſent their diſdain. | | 3 


HEN I was ready to go abroad next day, Strap 
| brought me a letter, To Mr Random, ig: 
The Which, upon opening, I found contained a chal- 


lange, conceived in theſe very extraordinary terms : 


«SIR, 

© WHEREAS I am informed that you make love 
to Miſs Melinda Gooſetrap—This is to let you 
know that ſhe is under promiſe of marriage to me; 
and that I am at this preſent waiting at the back of 
Montagne-houſe, with a pair of good piſtols in my hand; 
and if you will keep your appointment, I will make 
your tongue confeſs (after the breath is out of your bo- 

dy) that you do not deſerve her as well as 

| Yours, &c. 


| Rourk Oregan.” 

I gueſſed from the ſtile and ſubſcription of this billet, 
that my rival was a true Melefian, and was not a little 
uneaſy at the contents, eſpecially that part in which 
he aſſerted his right to my miſtreſs by promiſe, a cir- 
cumſtance I did not know how to reconcile to her good 
ſenſe and penetration. However, this was no time for 
me to decline the defiance, becauſe the ſucceſs of my 
addrefles might in a great meaſure depend upon my be- 
| Haviour in that affair. I therefore immediately loaded 
my piſtols, and betook myſelf in a hackney-coach to the 
place appointed, where I found a tall raw-boned man, 
with a hard- featured countenance, and black buſhy 
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beard, walking by himſelf, wrapped up in a ſhabby 


great coat, over which his own hair deſcended in a lea- 
thern queue from his head, that was covered with ax 
oreaſy hat trimmed with a tarniſhed point q Eſpagne. He 
no ſooner perceived me advancing, than he pulled a 
piſtol from his boſom, and preſenting it at me, ſnapped 
it without the leaſt preamble. Alarmed at this rude ſa- 
lutation, I made a ſtand; and before he could adjuſt 
his other piece, fired one of mine at him, without do- 
ing any damage. By this time he was ready with his 
fecond, that flaſhed in the pan without going off: Upon. 
which he called, with a true Tipperary cadence, „ Fire 
away, honey,” —and began to hammer his flint with 
great deliberation. But I was refolved to make uſe 
of the advantage Fortune had given me; and there- 


fore ſtepped up, without throwing away my fire, deſiring. 


him to aſk his life, or prepare for another world; but 


this ſtout Hibernian refuſed to condeſcend, and com- 
plained bitterly of my having quitted my ground before 


he could return my ſhot; ſaying I ought to go back to 
my ſtation, and let him have an equal chance with me. 


I endeavoured to perſuade him that I had given him a 


double chance already; and it was my buſineſs to pre- 
vent him from enjoying a third;—but now, ſince I had 


an opportunity, I demanded a parley, and deſired to- 
know his condition, and reaſon for calling me to the 
field, who, to the beſt of my remembrance, far from ha- 


ving done him any injury, had never before ſeen him, 
He told me, that he was a gentleman of fortune, who 
had ſpent all he had, and hearing that Melinda had got 
ten thouſand pounds, he intended to make himſelf ma- 
ſter of that ſum by eſpouſing her, and was determined, 
in an honourable way, to cut the throats of all thoſe who 
ſtood between him and his hopes. I then demanded to 
know the foundation of his hopes; and, now that I had 
feen him, being more and more aſtoniſhed at the cir- 
cumſtance of the promiſe, defired that he would explain 
that myſtery: He gave me to underſtand, that he truſt- 
ed entirely to his birth and perſonal merit; that he had 
frequently written to Melinda, ſetting forth his claim and 
pretenſions, but ſhe was never kind enough to ſend an 
anſwer, or even to admit him into her preſence ; and 
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that the promiſe he mentioned in his letter was mads 
by his friend Mr Gahagan, who affured him, that no 
woman could reſiſt a man of his appearance. I could 
not forbear laughing to exceſs at the ſimplicity of my 
rival, who did not ſeem to.reli{h my mirth, but began to 
be very ſerious: Upon which I endeavoured to appeaſe 
him, by giving him my word and honour, that, far from 
prejudicing his addrefles to the lady, I would repreſent 
him to her in the moſt favourable light I could with 
any regard to truth; but he muſt not be ſurpriſed 
it ſhe ſhould remain blind to his deſerts, for nothing 
was more capricious than a woman's mind, and the af-. 
fection of that ſex was ſeldom purchaſed with virtue a- 
lone. That my declaration might have the better effect, 
1 took notice of his diſhabille, and profeſſing ſorrow at 
ſeeing. a gentleman reduced, {lipped two guineas into his 
hand; at ſight of which he thrgw away his piſtols, and, 
hugging me in his arms, cried, “ Arrah, by Jeſus now, 
you are the beſt friend I. have met with theſe ſeven long 
| years.” When I had ſuffered ſome minutes in his em- 
brace, he quitted me, and picking up his ruſty .arms, 
wiſhed the devil might burn him if he ſhould give me 
any further trouble about womankind. - | 

FT quarrel being thus amicably compoſed, I beg- 
ged leave to look at his piſtols, which I found ſo crazy 
and fo foul, that I believe it was happy for him neither 
of them was diſcharged, for one of them would certain- 
ly have ſplit in the going off, and he would, in all proba- 
bility, have loſt his hand in the exploſion ; but what 
gave me a lively idea of the man's character was to find, 
upon examination, that one of them had been loaded 
without being primed, and the other primed without a 
charge. 

WIILE we walked home together, I expreſſed a de- 
fire of knowing my new friend's hiſtory ; and he in- 
formed me of his having ſerved in the German army 
as a volunteer againſt the Turks; that, for his behaviour 
at the ſiege of Belgrade, he had been honoured with an 
enſign's commiſſion, and afterwards promoted to the 
rank of lieutenant, in which ſtation it was his misfor- 
tune to affront his captain, who challenged him to the 
feld, and was killed in the duel, upon which he was o- 


RODERICK RANDOM. 329 


bliged to retreat;z—that he had been in England ſome 


years ſoliciting his friends for proviſion in the Britiſh 
army; but being hitherto unſucceſsful, was deſired by 
Mr Gahagan to turn his thoughts to matrimony, and. 
make his fortune by an advantageous match; in conſe- 
quence of which advice, he had made up to Melinda, 
ind having heard, by means of an Iriſh footman in the 
family, that I was her chief favourite, had called me out, 
in hopes of removing, by my death, the greateſt obſtruc- 
tion to his deſires; but now he was convinced of my ho- 
nour and generoſity, he ſwore by the blefſed virgin, he 
would think of her no more, if there was not another 
woman in the world. As a farther proof of his vera- 
city, which I did not at all doubt, he opened an, old 
iron ſnuff-box, and pulled out his commiſſion in the 
Imperial army, and his captain's: challenge, which he 
preſerved as teſtimonials of his character. I was ſo well 
convinced of this poor man's honeſty and courage, that 
I determined to ſpeak in his behalf to ſome of my ac- 
quaintance, who might recommend his caſe to the con- 
ſideration of thoſe who could provide for him; and in 
the mean time to accommodate him with a few cloaths; 


by which his appearance would be much mended, 


and himſelf enabled to renew his ſolicitations in per- 
ſon. | | 


As we walked along, converſing ſocially together, we 


were met by a file of muſqueteers, and Strap at their 


head, who no ſooner approached, than, with a frantic 
look, he cried; „ Seize them [lin the name of God! 


ſeize them.“ We were accordingly ſurrounded, and 


I put in arreſt by the corporal, who was commanding 
officer; but captain Oregan diſengaged himſelf, and ran 


with ſuch ſpeed towards Tottenham-court-road, that he 


was out of ſight in a moment. When my arms were 
delivered up, and myſelf ſecured, Strap became a little 
more compoſed, and aſked pardon for the liberty he 


Had taken, which he hoped I would excuſe, as it pro- 


ceeded from his affection: He then told me, that, ſuſ- 
pecting the letter (which by the bye was brought by 
the author himſelf) contained ſomething extraordinary, 


he had peeped through the key-hole, and ſeen me load 


my piſtols ; upon which he ran down to Whitehall, and 
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applied to the officer on guard for a party to put me in 
arreſt; but before he returned, I was gone in a coach; 
that he had enquired which way I went, and having 
heard that duels were commonly fought at the back of 
Montaguc-houſe, he conducted the guard to this place, 
where he thanked God for having found me {ate and 
found. I gave him to underſtand, that I forgave his 
officious concern for once, but cautioned, him in pretty 
ſevere terms, from making me the ſubject of idle conver- 
ſation for the future; then turning to the corporal, 
thanked him for his care, and gave him a crown to drink 
with his men, aſſuring him that the rencontre was over 
long before he came up, and every thing compromiſed, 
as he might have obſerved by our behaviour; as a far- 
ther proof of which he would find, upon examination, 
that one of my piſtols had been diſcharged ; but this 
civil perſon, without giving himſelf or me any further 
trouble, received the bounty with a thouſand bows and 
cknowledgments and returning the pittols, releaſed me 
immediately. 

HE was not gone a hundred dds, when my friend 
Oregan came up, in order to reſcue me, with two tatter- 
demalions whom he had engaged for that purpoſe a- 
bout the purlieus of St. Giles: One of them was armed 
with a muſket that wanted a lock, and another with a 
ruſty broad fword; but their dreſs lurpaſſed all deſcrip- 
tion. When he underſtood I was already free, he made 
an apology for his abrupt departure, and introduced me 
to his two companions: Firſt, tocounſellor Fitz-clabber, 
who, he told me, was then employed m compiling a 


| hiſtory of the kings of Munſter, from Iriſh manuſcripts ; 


and then to his friend Mr Gahagan, who was a pro- 
found philoſopher and politician, and had projected 
many excellent ichemes for the good of his country. 
But it ſeems theſe literati had been very ill rewarded 
for their ingenious labours; for between them both 
there was but one ſhirt and half a pair of breeches. I 
thanked them very kindly for their readineſs to aſſiſt 
me, and having offered my ſervice in my turn, bade 


them good morrow, deſiring Oregan to accompany me 
to my lodgings, where he was fitted with decent cloaths 
from my wardrobe, ſo much to his fatisfaQtion, that he 
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ſwore eternal gratitude and friendſhip to me, and, at my 
requeſt, recounted all the adventures of his life. 


IN the afternoon I waited on Melinda, who received 


me with great kindneſs and familiarity, and laughed ex- 

ceſſively at my adventure with the Iriſhman, to whoſe 
wiſhes ſhe was no ſtranger, having more than a dozen let- 
ters in her poſſeſſion, which he had wrote to her on the 
ſubject of love, and which, for my entertainment, ſhe 
ſubmitted to my peruſal. Having made ourſelves mer- 
ry at the expence of this poor admirer, I ſeized the op- 
portunity of her mother's going out of the room, and 


introduced my own patſhon, which I recommended to 


her with all the ardour and eloquence I was maſter of. 
i flattered, fighed, ſwore, entreated, and acted a thou- 
fand extravagancies, in hopes of making ſome impreſſion 
on her heart; but ſhe heard every thing I ſaid without 
diſcovering the leaſt emotion; and other company came 
in, before ſhe would vouchſafe one {ſerious reply. Af- 
ter tea, the cards were brought in, according to cuſtom, 


and it was my good fortune to have Melinda for my part- 


ner; by which means, inſtead of loſing, I came off with 
five guineas clear gain. 

I foon became acquainted with a good many people 
of faſhion, and ſpent my time in the modith diverſions 
of the town, ſuch as plays, operas, maſquerades, drums, 
aſſemblies, and puppet-ſhows ; chiefly in company with 
Melinda, whom I cultivated with all the eagerneſs and 
addreſs that my proſpect could infpire, and my educa- 
tion afford: I ſpared neither my perfon nor my purſe, 
to gratify her vanity and pride; my rivals were intimi- 
dated, and indeed outſhone ; and, after all, I began to 
fear that the dear creature had not a heart to loſe. At 


laſt, finding myſelf unable to ſupport the expence of 


this amour much longer, I was determined to bring the 
matter to a criſis; and one evening, while we were to- 
gether by ourſelves, complained of her indifference, de- 
ſcribed the tortures of ſuſpence to a love- ſick mind, and 
preſſed her to diſcloſe her ſentiments of matrimony and 
me, with ſuch earneſtneſs, that ſhe could not, with all 
her art, ſhift the ſubject, but was obliged to come to an 
eclairciſſement. She told me with a careleſs air, that 
the had no nn to my perſon, and, if I could ſatisfy 
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her mother in other particulars, I ſhould not find her 
averſe to the match; but ſhe was reſolved to do nothing 
in ſuch a momentous concern without the advice and 
conſent of her parent. This was no very agreeable de- 
claration to me, whoſe aim had been to win her inclina- 
tion firſt, and then ſecure my conqueſt by a private mar- 
riage, to which I flattered myſelf the would expreſs no 
reluctance. That I might not, however, deſert my 
cauſe before it was deſperate, I waited on her mother, 
and with great formality demanded the daughter in mar- 
riage. The good lady, who was a very notable woman, 
behaved with great ſtate and civility; thanked me for 
the honour I intended her family; and ſaid, ſhe did 
not doubt that I was in all reſpects qualified to make a 
woman happy; but it concerned her, as a parent anxi- 
ous about the welfare of her child, to enquire into the 
particulars of my fortune, and know what ſettlement I 
propoſed to make. To this intimation, which would 
have utterly diſconcerted me if I had not expected it, 
I replied, without heſitation, that, though my fortune 
was very {mall, I was a gentleman by birth and educa- 
tion, would maintain her daughter in the ſphere of a 
gentlewoman, and ſettle her own dowry on her and 


her heirs for eyer. This careful matron did not ſeem 


to reliſh my propoſal, but obſerved, with a demure 
countenance, that there was no neceſſity for ſettling 
that upon her child which was her own already: How- 
ever, if I pleated, her lawyer ſhould confer with mine 
upon the matter; and, in the mean time, the deſired 


I would favour her with the peruſal of my rent-roll. 


Notwithſtanding the vexation I was under, I could 
ſcarce forbear laughing in her face, at the mention of 
my rent-roll, which was, indeed, a ſevere piece of ſa- 
tire upon my pretenſions. I frankly owned I had no 
landed eſtate; and told her, that, I could not exactly 
ſpecify the fur I was maſter of, until I had regulated 
my affairs, which were at pr eſent i in ſome diſorder; but 
that I would take an opportunity of ſatisfying her on 
that head very ſoon. 

Ir was not long before I took my leave, and return- 
ed to my lodgings in a very melancholy mood, per- 
tuaded that I had ng more to expect from that 
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quarter. I was confirmed in this opinion next day, 
when 1 went back with a view of explaining myſelf 
more fully to the old gentlewoman; and was told by 


the footman, that his ladies were not at home, although 


I had ſeen Melinda through the blinds at a parlour win- 
dow, as I went up to the door. Incenſed at this af- 
front, I quitted the door, without ſaying one word, 
and as I repaſſed the parlour, bowed to Miſs, who till 
remained in the ſame ſituation, ſecurely ſcreened, as ſhe 
thought, from my view. 

Tris diſappointment gave me more uneaſineſs on 


Strap's account, than my own; for I was in no dan- 
ger of dying for love of Melinda; on the contrary, the 


remembrance of my charming Narcifia was a continual 
check upon my conſcience, during the whole courſe of 
my addreſſes; and perhaps contributed to the bad ſuc- 
cels of my ſcheme, by controuling my raptures, and 
condemning my deſign. 

THERE. was a neceſſity for informing my companion 
of every thing that happened to me, and I performed 
this piece of duty in an affected paſſion, {ſwearing L 
would be his pack-horſe no longer, and deſiring him to 
take the management of his affairs into his own hands. 
This fineſſe had the deſired effect; for, inſtead of grum- 
bling over my miſcarriage, Strap was frightened at the 
paſſion I feigned, and begged me, for the love of God, 


to be appealed ; oblerving, that, although we had ſinks | 


tered a great loſs, it was not irreparable; and if fortune 
frowned to-day, ſhe might perhaps ſmile to-morrow. I 
pretended to acquieice | in his remarks, praiſe his equani- 


mity, and promiſe to improve by misfortune. He, on the 


other hand, pretended to be perfectly well ſatisſied with 
my conduct, and conjured me to follow the dictates of 
my own reflection; but, in ſpite of all his affectation, I 
could perceive his inward affliction, and his vitage ſen- 
ſibly increaſed in longitude from that day. 
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CHAPTER Lb. 5 
long to be revenged on Melinda—a; ply to Banter Ver his 
af, iffance—he contrives a ſcheme for that purpoſe, which 
10 put in execution with great ſucceſu ] make un attempt 
en the heart of Mi iſs Gripewell, but am diſappointed— 
grow melancholy at my diſappointment, and have recourſe 
to the bottle—receive a billet-doux—am raviſhed with 
the content. find myſelf involved in an intrigue, which 
# rmagined would make my 12 confounded at 
my miſtake, which baniſhes all thoughts of matrimony. 


N the mean time, my attention was wholly engroſſed 

in {earch of another miſtreſs and the deſire of be- 

ing revenged on Melinda, in both which ſchemes I was 
very much affiſted by Billy Chatter, who was ſuch a ne- 
ceflary creature among the ladies, that in all private 
dances he engaged the men. To him therefore I ap- 
plied, deſiring he would introduce me to a partner of 
ſome figure at the next private aſſembly, for the ſake 
of a frolic, the intention of which I would afterwards 
communicate. Billy, who had heard ſomething of a 
difference between Melinda and me, immediately ſmo- 
ked part of my defign, and thinking I only wanted to 
alarm her jealouſy a little, promiſed to gratify my deſire, 
by matching me with a partner worth thirty thouſand 
ponnds, whom the ladies of this end of the town had 
lately taken under their management and protection. 
Upon further enquiry, I found this perſon's name was 
Miſs Biddy Gripewell ; that her father, who had been a 
pawnbroker, died inteſtate, by which means all his ſub- 
ſtance deſcended to his daughter, who was fo little a fa- 
vourite, that, could the old man have prevailed with his 
own rapacious diſpoſition to part with as much. money 
as would have paid the expence of a will, ſhe would not 
have inherited a ſixth part of his fortune; that, during 
his life, far from being educated in a way ſuitable to ſuch 
great expectations, the was obliged ta live like a ſervant 
wench, and do the moſt menial offices in the family. 
But his funeral was no ſooner performed, than ſhe afſu- 
med the fine lady, and found ſo many People of both 
ſexes to flatter, carefs, and inſtruct her, that, for want 
af diſcretion and experience, ſhe was grown inſufferably 
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vain and arrogant, and pretended to no leſs than a duke 
or earl at leaſt for her huſband. That ſhe had the miſ- 


fortune to be neglected by the Engliſh quality, but a 


certain poor Scottiſh lord was then making intereſt to 
be introduced to her acquaintance. In the mean time, 
ſhe was fallen into the hands of a notable lady, who had 
already diſpoſed of her to a lieutenant of foot, a diſtant 
relation of her ladyſhip's, though Mits, as yet, knew 
nothing of the affair. And, laftly, that, if I propoſed 
to dance with her, I muſt give him leave to repreſent 
me as a knight or foreign count at leaſt. I was ra- 
viſhed at this piece of information, and conſented, for 
one night, to perſonate a French Marquis, that I might 
the caſier fulfil my revenge. 

| Having made the appointment with Chatter, I went 
to Banter's lodgings, as I had by this time . conceived a 
great opinion of his penetration and knowledge; and, 
after I had enjoined ſecrecy, told him every circum- 


ſtance of my diſgrabe with Melinda, and imparted the 


plan IJhad projected to mortify that proud coquette, de- 
ſiring his advice in improving, and aſſiſtance in execu- 
ting the ſcheme. Nothing could be more agreeable 
to his miſanthropical temper, than an account of her 
behaviour and my reſentment : He applauded my reſo- 
lution, and propoted that I thould not only provide my- 
{elf with a proper partner, bat alſo procure ſuch an one 
for Miſs Gooſetrap as ſhould infallibly entail upon her 
the ridicule of all her acquaintance: For this purpoſe he 
mentioned his barber, who, he faid, was an exceeding 
coxcomb lately come bm Paris, whole abſurd affecta- 


tion and grimace would caſily paſs upon her for the 


ſprightly politeſſe of a gentleman improved by travel. I 
hugged him for this hint; and he aſſured me, it would 
be no difficult matter to make him believe, that Melin- 
da, having ſcen him by accident, was captivated by his 
appearance, and longed for his acquaintance. He ac- 
tually engaged him on this pretence, and painted his 


good fortune in ſuch colours, that the poor ſhaver was 


quite befide himſelf with joy. He was immediately fit- 
ted with a tawdry ſuit of cloxths belonging to Banter, 
and by him recommended to Chatter, as a very pretty 
fellow juſt returned from his travels. Mr Billy, who 
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acted as gentleman uſher to a great many of the fair 
ſex in and about town, undertook at once to beſpeax 
Melinda in his behalf; and 9 ching ee ac- 


cording to my wiſh. 


AT the time appointed, I appeared drefſed to the beſt 
advantage; and, in the character of Marquis, had the 


_ honour of opening the ball with the rich heireſs, who 


attracted the eyes of the whole company, by the prodi- 
gious number of jewels with which ſhe was adorned. 
Among others, I perceived Melinda, who could no 
more conceal her envy than aſtoniſhment at my ſuccefs: 
Her curioſity was {till more flagrant and tormenting, 
for. the had never ſeen Miſs Gripewell before; and 
Chatter, who alone could give her any ſatisfaction on 
that head, was engaged in converſation at the other end 
of the room. I obſerved her impatience, and exulted 
in her chagrin ; and, after my partner was fet, took the 
opportunity of pafling- by her to make a flight bow 
without ſtopping ; which completed my triumph and 
her indignation. She changed colour, bridled up, affu- 
med an air of difdain, and flirted her fan with ſuch a 
fury, that it went to pieces in a moment, to the no {mall 
entertainment of thofe who ſat near and obſerved her. 
AT length the metamorphoſed barber took her out, 
and acted his part with ſuch ridiculous extravagance, 
that the mirth of the whole company was excited at his 
expence, and his partner fo much athamed, that, before 
the country-dances began, ſhe retired in great confu- 
ſion, under pretence of being taken ſuddenly ill, and 
was followed by her gallant, who, no doubt, imagined 


her indiſpoſition was nothing but love; and laid hold of 


the occaſion of conducting her home, .to comfort her, 
with an aſſurance of his entertaining a reciprocal paſſion. 
They were no ſooner gone, than an inquiſitive whiſper 


of « Whois he?“ ran round the room; and Chatter could 


give them no other intelligence about him, than that he 
was a man of fortune juſt returned from his travels: I, 
who alone was acquainted with his real quality, affected 
ignorance, well knowing that female curiofity would not 
reſt ſatisfied with ſuch a general account, and that the 


diſcovery would proceed with a better grace from any 
body than me. | 
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MAN while, I was tempted by the richneſs of the 
prize, to practiſe upon Miſs Gripewell's heart, but ſoon 
| ſound it too well fortified with pride and indifference to 
yield to any efforts in my own character, and I neither 
would nor could preſerve the title I had borrowed long- 
er than that night. 

As I expected, every thing came to light next day. 
The barber, in pure ſimplicity of heart, detected himſelf 
to Melinda, and diſcovered the foundation of his hopes ; 
ſhe ſickened at the affront, and was aſhamed to ſhew 
her face in public for many weeks after this accident. 
Poor Chatter found it impoſſible to juſtify himſelf to her 
ſatisfaction z was in utter diſgrace with Miſs Gripewell, 
for having impoſed me upon her as a nobleman; and 


ſuffered very much in his character and influence among, 


the ladies in general. 

FIN DING my finances diminiſhed more than one 
half, and my project as little advanced as on the firſt 
day of my arrival in town, I began to deſpair of my 
ſucceſs, and grew melancholy at the proſpect of ap- 


proaching want. To diſpel the horrors of this fiend, I 


had recourſe to the bottle, and kept more company 
than ever. I became particularly attached to the play- 
houſe, converſed with the actors behind the ſcenes, grew 
acquainted with a body of 'Templars, and in a ſhort time 
commenced a profeſſed wit and critic. Indeed I may 
ſay, without vanity, that I was much better qualified 
than any one of my companions, who were, generally 
peaking, of all the creatures I ever converſed with, the 
moſt ignorant and aſſuming. By means of theſe avoca- 
tions, I got the better of care, and learned to ſeparate 
my ideas in ſuch a manner, that whenever I was attack- 
ed by a gloomy reflection, I could ſhove it aſide, and 
call in ſome agreeable reverie to my aſſiſtance. This 
was not the caſe with Strap, who practiſed a thouſand 
ſhifts to conceal the ſorrow that preyed upon his car- 
caſe, and reduced him to the reſemblance of a mere 
{keleton. | | 

__ WairLs I thus poſted, in a thoughtleſs manner, to- 
wards poverty, I one day received, by the penny-poſt, a 
letter written in a woman's hand, containing a great 
many high-flown compliments, warm proteſtations of 
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love, couched in a very poetical ſtile, an earneſt deſire 
of knowing whether or not my heart was engaged, by 
leaving an anſwer at a certain place directed to R. B. 
and the whole ſubſcribed, “ Your incognita.“ I was 
tranſported with joy on reading the contents of this 
billet-doux, which I admired as a maſterpiece of tender- 
neſs and elegance, and was already up to the ears in love 
with the author, whom my imagination repreſented as a 
lady of fortune in the bloom of youth and beauty. Ele- 
vated with this conjecture, I went to work and exhauſt- 
ed my invention in compoſing an anſwer ſuitable to 
the ſublimity of her ſtile, and the ardour of her ſen- 
timents. I exprefſed my admiration of her wit in 
terms the moſt hyperbolical, and, while I acknow- 
ledged myſelf unworthy of her regard, declared my- 
ſelf enamoured of her underſtanding ; and, in the moſt 
pathetic | manner, implored the honour of an inter- 
view. Having finiſhed this performance, and commu- 
nicated it to Strap, who ſkipped about for joy, I diſ- 
patched him with it to the place appointed, which was 
the houſe of a milliner not far from Bond-ſtreet, and 
defired him to keep watch near the door for ſome time, 
_ he might diſcover the perſon who ſhould call for 
In leſs than an hour he returned with a joyful 
eee and told me, that, ſoon after he had deli- 
vered the letter, a chairman was called, to whom it was 
given, with directions to carry it to the houſe of a rich 
gentleman in the neighbourhood, whither he (Strap) 
followed him, and ſaw it put into the hands of a wait- 
ing woman, who paid the meſſenger, and ſhut the 
door : That, upon inquiry at an alehouſe hard by, 
where he called for a pint of beer, he underſtood, the 
gentleman to whom the houſe belonged had an only 
daughter, very handſome, who would inherit his whole 
eſtate, and who certainly was the author of the billet 1 
had received. I was of the ſame opinion, and hugging 
myſelf in the happy proſpect, relle d immediately, and 
paſſed in great ſtate by the houſe that contained my 
unknown admirer. Nor was my vanity diſappointed ; 
for I perceived a beautiful young creature ſtanding at 
one of the'windows of the dining-room, who, I imagi- 
ned, obſerved me with more than common curioſity 
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That I might indulge her view, and at the ſame time 

feaſt my own, I affected to ſtop, and gave orders to 

Strap, in the ſtreet, juſt oppoſite to her ſtation, by 

which means I had an opportunity of ſeeing her more 
diſtinctly, and of congratulating myſelf on having made 

a conqueſt of ſo. much perfection. In a few minutes 

the retired, and I betook myſelf to the ordinary, i in a 

rapture of hope, which deprived me of my appetite for 

that meal, and ſent me home in the evening to indulge 

my contemplation. 

ERL next day, I was favoured with another e- 
piſtle from my unknown charmer, ſignifying her un- 
utterable joy at the receipt of mine, which, while it 
made a tender of my heart, convinced her of the value 
of it. Above all things, ſhe profeſſed extreme pleaſure 
in finding me ſo much attached to her underſtanding, 
a circumitance that not only flattered her in the mott 
ſenſible part, but at the ſame time argued my own ſa- 
gacity. As for the interview I defired, the aſſured me, 
that I could not be more eager for ſuch an occafion than 
he; but ſhe muſt not only ſacrifice a little mote to de- 
corum, but be ſatisfied of my honourable intentions, be- 
fore ſhe would grant that requeſt: Mean while, ſhe 
gave me to underſtand, that although ſhe might owe 
ſome deference to the opinion of certain perſons, ſhe 
was reſolved, in an affair that fo nearly concerned her 
happineſs, to conſult her own inclination, preferable to 
the advice of the whole world; eſpecially as ſhe was 
urged to ſuch condeſcenſion by no conſideration of for- 
tune, what ſhe depended upon being her own without 
reſtriction or controul. Struck with admiration at the 
philoſophy and ſelf-denial of my miſtreſs, who ſeemed 
inſenſible of the beauty {he poſſeſſed, and, in particular, 
raviſhed with that piece of intelligence, by which I 
learned her fortune was independent, I reſumied the 
pen, launched out into encomiums on the dignity of her 
ſentiments, affected to undervalue the charms of exter- 
nal beauty, pretended to ground my paſſion on the qua- 
litics of her mind; complained of her rigour in ſacri- 
icing my repole to an over- ſerupulous regard to deco- 
rum, and declared the purity of my deſigns in the moſt 
ſolemn and pathetic vows. This performance being 
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ſealed and directed, was ſent to the place appointed, by 


Strap, who, that we might be {till the more confirmed 
in our belief, renewed his watch, and, in a little time, 
brought back the ſame in eee as before, with this 


addition, that Miſs Sparkle (the name of my correſpon- 
dent), looking out at the window, no ſooner ſaw the 


meſſenger arrive, than ſhe ſhut the caſement in a ſort 


of beautiful confuſion, and difappeared; eager, no 


doubt, to hear from the dear object of her love. 

My doubts now vaniſhed, the long expected port ap- 
peared, and I looked upon myſelf as perfectly ſecure of 
that happineſs I had been in queſt of ſo long. After 
dinner, I ſauntered, in company with Doctor Wagtail, 
to that part of the town in which my enamorata lived 
and as he was a mere regiſter, enquired of him into the 
name, character, and fortune of every body who poſ- 
feſſed a good houſe in the ſtreets through which we pat- 
ſed; when it came to his turn to mention Sir John 
Sparkle, he repreſented him as a man of an immenſe 
citate and narrow diſpoſition, who mewed up his only 
child, a fine young lady, from the converfation of man- 
kind, under the ſtrict watch and inſpection of an old 


governante, who was either fo honeſt, envious, or inſa- 


tiable, that nobody had been, as yet, able to make her 


a friend, or get acceſs to her charge, though numbers 
attempted it every day; not ſo much on account of her 
expectations from her father, who, being a widower, 
might marry again, and have ſons, as for a fortune of 
twelve thoufand pounds left her by an uncle, of which 


fhe could not be deprived. This piece of news exactly 


tallying with the laſt part of the letter I had been ho- 
noured with in the morning, had ſuch an effect on me, 
that any man, except Wagtail, might have obſerved my 
emotion; but his attention was too much engroſſed by 
the contemplation of his own importance, to ſuffer him 
fo be affected with the deportment of any other body, 
unleſs it happened to be ſo particular, that he could not 
help taking notice of it. 

WIEN I had diſengaged myſelf from him, whofe 
converſation grew inſipid to me, vent home, and made 
Strap acquainted with the fruit of my reſearches. This 
faithful ſquire was almoſt choaked with tranſports, and 
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even wept with joy; but whether on account of himſelf 
or me, I ſhall not pretend to determine. Next day a 
third bilet-doux was brought to me, containing man 
expreſſions of tenderneſs, mingled with ſome affecting 
doubts, about the artifice of man, the inconſtancy of 
youth, and the jealouſy often attending the moſt ſin- 
cere paſſion ; withal deſiring I would excuſe her, if ſhe 
ſhould try me a little longer, before ſhe declared her- 
{elf beyond the power of retracting. Theſe intereſting 
ſcruples added fuel to my flame, and impatience to my 
hope; I redoubled my complaints of her indifference, 
and preſſed her to an aſflignation with ſuch fervid in- 
treaties, that, in a few days, ſhe conſented to meet me 
at the houſe of that milliner who had forwarded all my 
letters. During the interval between the date of her 
promiſe and the hour of appointment, my pride ſoared 
beyond all reaſon and deſcription; I loſt all remem- 
brance of the gentle Narciſſa, and my thoughts were 
wholly employed in planning triumphs over the malice 
and contempt of the world. 

Ar length the happy hour arrived, I flew to the 
place of rendezvous, and was conducted into an apart- 
ment, where I had not waited ten minutes, when I heard 
the ruſtling of filk and the ſound of feet aſcending the 
{tairs: My heart took the alarm, and beat quick, my 
cheeks glowed, my nerves thrilled, and my knees fhook 
with extaſy ! I perceived the door opening, ſaw a gold 
brocade petticoat advance, and fprung forward to em- 
brace my charmer. Heaven and earth! how ſhall I 
paint my ſituation, when I found Miſs Sparkle convert- 
ed into a wringled hag turned of ſeventy! I was ſtruck 
dumb with amazement, and petrified with horror ! 'This 
antient Urganda perceived my diforder, and approach- 
ing with a languithing air, ſeized my hand, aſking, in a 
{queaking tone, if I was indifpoſed. Her monſtrous af- 
fectation completed the diſguſt I had conceived for her 
at firſt appearance; and it was along time before I could 
command myſelf ſo much as to behave with common 
civility : At length, however, I recollected myſelf, and 
pronounced an apology for my behaviour, which, I 
laid, proceeded from a dizzineſs that ſeized me all of a 
ſudden. My hoary dulcinea, who, no doubt, had been 
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alarmed at my confuſion, no ſooner learned the cauſe to 
which I now aſcribed it, than ſhe diſcovered her joy in 
a thouſand amorous coquetries, and aſſumed the ſpright- 
ly airs of a girl of ſixteen. One while, ſhe ogled me 
with her dim eyes, quenched in rheum then, as if ſhe 
was aſhamed of that freedom, ſhe affected to look down, 
bluſh, and play with her fan, then toſs her head that J 
might not perceive a palſy that ſhook it, aſk ſome child- 
iſh queſtions with a liſping accent, giggle and grin with | 
her mouth ſhut, to conceal the ravages of time upon 
her teeth, leer upon me again, ſigh piteouſly, fling her- 
{elf about in her chair to ſhew Ber agility, and act a 
great many more abſurdities that youth and beauty can 
alone excuſe. Shocked as I was at my diſappointment, 
my diſpoſition was incapable of affronting any perſon 
who loved me; I therefore endeavoured to put a good 
face on the matter for the preſent, reſolved to drop the 
whole affair as ſoon as I ſhould get clear of her com- 
pany 3 with this view, I uttered ſome civil things, and, 
in particular, defired to know the name and condition 
of the lady who had honoured me ſo much. She told 
me her name was Withers, that ſhe lived with Sir John 
Sparkle in quality of governeſs to his only daughter, in 
which fituation ſhe had picked up a comfortable ſuf- 
ficiency to make her eaſy for life; that ſhe had the 
pleaſure of ſeeing me at church, where my appearance 
and deportment made ſuch an impreffion upon her 
heart, that ſhe could enjoy no eaſe until ſhe had en- 
quired into my character, which ſhe found ſo amiable 
in all reſpects, that ſhe yielded to the violence of her in- 
clivation, and ventured to.declare her paſſion, with too 
little regard perhaps to the decorum of her ſex ; but the 
hoped I would forgive a treſpaſs of which I myſelf was, 
in {ome meaſure, the cauſe, and impute her intruſion to 
the irreſiſtible dictates of love. No decayed rake ever 
ſwallowed a bolus with more reluctance than I felt in 
making a reply ſuitable to this compliment, when, in- 
ſtead of the jewel, I found the crazy caſket only in my 
power; and yet my hopes began to revive a little, when 
1 conſidered, that, by carrying on the appearance of an 
intrigue with the duenna, I might poſſibly obtain acceis 
to her charge. Encovraged by this ſuggeition, my tem- 
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per grew more ſerene, my reſerve wore off, I talked en 
_ cavalier, and even made love to this antiquated coquette, 
who ſeemed extremely happy in her adorer, and ſpread 
all her allurements to make her imagined conqueſt more 
ſecure. The good woman of the houſe treated us with 
tea and ſweet-meats, and afterwards withdrew, like a ci- 
vil experienced matron as the was. Leſt thus to our 
mutual endearments, Miſs Withers (for ſhe was ſtill a 
maiden) began to talk of matrimony, and expreſſed ſo 
much impatience 1 in all her behaviour, that had the been 
fifty years younger, I might poſſibly have gratified her 
longing without having recourſe to the church; but this 
ſtep my virtue as well as intereſt forbad. When the incli- 
nations of an old maid ſettle upon a young fellow, he is 
perſecuted with her addreſſes; but ſhould he once grant 


her the favour, he will never be able to diſentangle 


himſelf from her importunities and reproaches. It was 
my buſineſs to defer the ceremony as long as poſſible, 
under the moſt ſpecious pretences, with a view of be- 
coming acquainted with Miſs Sparkle, in the mean 
time; and I did not deſpair of ſucceſs, when I conſider- 


ed, that, in the courſe of our correſpondence, I ſhould, 
in all probability, be invited to vifit my miſtreſs in her 
own 1 and by theſe means have an opportu- 


nity of converſing with her charming ward. Pleaſed 
with this proſpect, my heart dilated with joy, I talked 
in raptures to the ſtale governante, and kiſſed her ſhrivel- 
led hand with great devotion : She was ſo much tranſ- 
ported with her good fortune, that ſhe could not con- 
tain her extaſy, but flew upon me like a tygreſs, and 
preſſed her ſkinny lips to mine; when (as it was no 
doubt concerted by her evil genius) a doſe of garlic 
ſhe had ſwallowed that morning, to diſpel wind I ſup- 
poſe, began to operate with ſuch a ſudden exploſion, 
that human nature, circumſtanced as I was, could not 
endure the ſhock with any degree of temper. I loſt all 
patience and reflection, flung away from her in an in- 
ſtant, ſnatched my hat and cane, and ran down ſtairs as 
if the devil had me in purſuit, and could ſcarce reſtrain 
the convulſion of my bowels, which were grievouſly of- 
fended by the perfume that aflaulted me. Strap, who 
waited my return with impatience, ſeeing me arrive in 
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the utmoſt diſorder, ſtood motionleſs with apprehen. 


fon, and durſt not enquire into the cauſe. 


AFTER I had waſhed my mouth more than once, 
and recruited my ſpirits with a glaſs of wine, I recount- 
ed to him every particular of what had happened ; to 
which he made no other reply for ſome time, than lift. 
ing up his eyes, claſping his hands, and uttering a hollow 
groan. At length he obſerved, in a melancholy tone, 
that it was a thouſand pities my organs were ſo delicate 
as to be offended with the {mell of garlic :.< Ah! God 
help us, ſaid he, tis not the ſteams of garlic, no, nor of 
ſomething elſe, that would give me the leaſt uneaſineſs 
—ſee what it is to be a cobler's ſon.” I replied haſtily, 
« J wiſh then you would go and retrieve my miſcar- 
Triage.” At this ſuggeſtion he ſtarted, forced a ſmile, 
and left the room, ſhaking his head. Whether the old 
gentlewoman reſented my abrupt departure fo much, that 
her love changed into diſdain, or was aſhamed to ſee me 
on account of her infirmity, I know not; but I was 
never troubled again with her is 
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CHAPTER II. 


J cultivate an acquaintance wvith 1209 noblemen am in- 
troduced to Earl Strutwell—his ind promiſes and invi- 
tation-—the behaviour of his porter and lacquey—he re- 
ceives me with an appearance of uncommon aſfection.— 
undertakes to ſpeak in my behalf to the miniſter —informs 
me of his ſucceſe, and wiſhes me fey—introduces a con- 
ver/ation about Petronius Arbiter alls in love with 
Tn " evatch, which I preſs upon him I make a prefent 
of a 3 ring 10 Lord Straddle—impart my good 
fortune to Strap and Banter, who dj fabrſes me, to my 
utter mortification. 


AFFLED hitherto in my matrimonial ſchemes, 

I began to queition my talents for the ſcience of 
torcunc-hunting, and to bend my thoughts towards ſome 
employment under the government. With the view of 
procuring which, I cultivated the acquaintance of Lords 
Straddle and Swillpot, whoſe fathers were men of in- 
tereft at court. I found theſe young noblemen as open 


to my advances as I could deſire: I accompanied them 
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in their midnight rambles, and often dined with them 


at taverns, where I had the honour of paying the rec- 
koning. lod 5 

I oxg day took the opportunity, while I was loaded 
with proteſtations of friendſhip, to diſcloſe my defire 
of being ſettled in ſome ſinecure, and to ſolicit their 
influence in my behalf. Swillpot ſqueezing my hand, 
ſaid I might depend upon his ſervice, by God. The 
other {wore that no man would be more proud than 
he to run my errands. Encouraged by theſe declara- 
tions, I ventured to expreſs an inclination to be in- 
troduced to their fathers, who were able to do my bu- 
ſineſs at once. Swillpot frankly owned he had not 
ſpoke to his father theſe three years; and Straddle 
aſſured me his father having lately diſobliged the mi- 
niſter, by ſubſcribing his name to a proteſt in the Houſe 
of Peers, was thereby rendered incapable of ſerving his 
friends at preſent z but he undertook to make me ac- 


quainted with Earl Strutwell, who was hand and glove 


with a certain perſon who ruled the roaſt. This offer 
| embraced with many acknowledgments, and plied 
him ſo cloſely, in ſpite of a thouſand evaſions, that he 
found himſelf under a neceſſity of keeping his word, 
and actually carried me to the levee of this great man, 
where he left me in a crowd of fellow-dependents, and 
was uſhered to a particular cloſet audience; from 
whence in a few minutes he returned with his Lordſhip, 
who took me by the hand, aſſured me he would do me 
all the ſervice he could, and deſired to ſee me often. 
I was charmed with my reception, and although I had. 
heard that a courtier's promiſe is not to be depended 
upon, I thought I diſcovered ſo much ſweetneſs of 
temper and candour in this Earl's countenance, that 1 
did not doubt of finding my account in his protection. 
I reſolved, therefore, to profit by this permiſſion, and 
waited on him next audience day, when I was favoured 
with a particular ſmile, fqueeze of the hand, and a 
whiſper, ſignifying that he wanted half an . hour's con- 
verſation with me in private, when he ſhould be diſen- 
gaged, and for that purpoſe defired me to come and 
drink a diſh of chocolate with him to-morrow morning. 
This invitation, which did not a little flatter my vanity 
Vol. k 1 | 
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and expetation, I took cate to obſerve, and went to 
his Lordſhip's houſe at the time appointed. Having 
rapped at the gate, the porter unbolted and kept it half 
open, placing himſelf in the b, like ſoldiers in a 
breach, to diſpute my paſſage, I aſked if his Lord was 
ſtirring | He anſwered with .a furly aſpect, No.“ 


« At what hour does he commonly riſe ?” ſaid I: 


« Sometimes ſooner, ſometimes later,” ſaid he, cloſing 
the door upon the by degrees, I then told him, I was 
come by his Lordſhip's own appointment; to which in- 
timation this Cerberus replied, « I have received no or- 
ders about the matter z” and was upon the point of 
ſhutting me out, when I retollefted myſelf all of a ſud- 
den, and flipping a crown itito his hand, begged as a fa- 
vour that he would enquire, atid tet me know whether 
or not the Earl was up. The grim janitor relented at 
the touch of my money, which he took with all the 
indifference of a tax-gatherer, and ſhewed me into a 
parlour, where, he faid, I might amuſe myſelf till fuch 
time as his Lord ſhould be #wake. I had hot fat ten 
minutes in this place, when a footman entered, and, 
without fpeaking, ſtared at me; I interpreted this piece 
of his behaviour into (Pray, Sir, what is your buſi- 
neſs? and aſked the fame quſtion I had put to the por- 
ter, when I accoſted him firſt. The lacquey made the 
fame reply, and diſappeared before I could get any fur- 
ther intelligence. In a little time he returned, on pre- 
tence of poking the fire, and looked at me again with 
great earneſtneſs; upon which I began to perceive his 
meaning, and tipping him with half a crown, deſired 
he would be ſo good as to fall upon ſome method of 
letting the Earl know that I was in the houfe. He made 
2 low bow, faid, « Yes, Sir,“ and vaniſhed. This boun- 
ty was not thrown away, for in an inſtant he came back, 
and conducted me to a chamber, where I was received 
with great kindneſs and familiarity by his Lordſhip, 
whom I found juſt riſen, in his morning gown and ſlip- 
pers. After breakfaſt, he entered into a particular con- 
verſation with me about my travels, the remarks I had 
made abroad, and examined me to the full extent of 
my underſtanding. My anſwers ſeemed to pleaſe him 


very much; he frequently ſqueezed my hand, and look- 
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ing at me with a fingular complacency in his counte- 
nance, bade me depend upon his good offices with the 
miniſtry in my behalf. “ Young men of your qualifi- 
cations (ſaid he) qught to be cheriſhed by every admi- 
niſtration. For my own part, I ſee fo little merit in 
the world, that I have laid it down as a maxim, to en- 
courage the leaſt appearance of genius and virtue to the 
utmoſt of my power—you have a great deal of both; 
and will not fail of making a figure one day, if I am 
not miſtaken; but you muſt lay your account with 
mounting by gradual ſteps to the ſummit of your for- 
tune. Rome was not built in a day. As you under- 
ſtand the languages perfectly well, how would you 
like to croſs the ſea as ſecretary to an embaſſy? I aſ- 
{ured his Lordſhip, with great eagerneſs, that nothing 
could be more agreeable to my inclination : Upon 
which he bade me make mylelf eaſy, my buſineſs was 
done, for he had a place of that kind in his view. This 
piece of generoſity affected me ſo much, that I was un- 
able for ſome time to expreſs my gratitude, which at 


length broke out in acknowledgments of my own un- 


worthineſs, and encomiums on his benevolence. I could 
not even help ſhedding tears at the goodneſs of this 
Noble Lord, who no fooner perceived them than he 
caught me in his arms, and hugged and kiſſed me with 
a ſeemingly paternal affection. Confounded at this un- 
common inſtance of fondneſs for a ſtranger, I remained 
a few moments filent and aſhamed, then roſe and took 
my leave, after he had aſſured me that he would ſpeak 
to the miniſter in my favour that very day; and deſired 
that I would not for the future give myſelf the trouble 
of attending at his levee, but come at the fame hour e- 
very day when he ſhould be at leiſure, that is, three 
times a week. | | 

TruouGH my hopes were now very ſanguine, I de- 
termined to conceal my proſpect from every body, even 
from Strap, until I ſhould be more certain of ſucceſs; 
and, in the mean time, give my patron no reſpite from 
my ſolicitations. When I renewed my viſit, I found 
the ſtreet door opened to me as if by enchantment; 
but, in my paſſage towards the preſence room, I was met 
by the valet de pm” who caſt ſome furious looks at 
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348 The ADVENTURES y 
me, the meaning of which I could not comprehend. 
The Earl ſaluted me at entrance with a tender embrace, 
and wiſhed me joy of his ſucceſs with the Premier, who, 
he faid, had preferred his recommendation to that of 
two other noblemen very urgent in behalf of- their re- 
ſpective friends, and abſolutely promiſed that I ſhould 
go to a certain foreign court, in quality of ſecretary to an 
Ambaſſador and Plenipotentiary, who was to ſet out in 
a few weeks, on an affair of vaſt importance to the na- 
tion. I was thunderſtruck with my good fortune, and 
could make” no other reply, than kneel, and attempt to 
kiſs my benefactor's hand; which ſubmiſſion he would 
not permit, but, raiſing me up, preſſed me to his breaſt 
with ſurpriſing emotion, and told me he had now ta- 
ken upon himſelf the care of making my fortune. What 
enhanced the value of the benefit ſtill the more was 


his making light of the favour, and ſhifting the con- 


verſation to anbther ſubject: Among other topics of 
diſeourſe, that of the belles lettres was introduced, up- 
on Which his Lordſhip held forth with great taſte and 
crudition, and difcovered an intimate knowledge of the 
authors of antiquity. « Here's a book (ſaid he, taking 
one from his boſom), written with great elegance and 
fpirit; and'though the ſubject may give offence to ſome 
narrow-minded people, the author will always be held 
in eſteem by every perſon of wit and learning.” 80 
ſaying, he put into my hand Petronius Arbiter, and 
aſked my opinion of his wit and manner. I told him, 
that, in my opinion, he wrote with great eaſe and viva- 
city; but was withal ſo lewd and indecent, that' he ought 
to find no quarter or protection among people of morals 
and taſte. T own (replied the Earl), that his taſte in 
love is generally decried, and indeed condemned by our 
laws; but perhaps that may be more owing to preju- 


dice and miſapprehenſion, than toitrue reaſon and de- 


liberation. The beſt man among the ancients is ſaid to 
have entertained that paſſion ; one of the wiſeſt of their 


legiſlators has permitted the indulgence of it in his 


commonweæalth; the moſt celebrated poets have not 
ſcrupled to avow it: At this day it prevails not only over 
all the eaſt, but in moſt parts of Europe; in our own | 
country it gains ground . and in all probability will 
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become in a ſhort time a more faſhionable vice than 
ſimple fornication. Indeed, there is ſomething to be 
ſaid in vindication of it; for, notwithſtanding the ſeve- 
rity of the law againſt offenders in this way, it muſt be 
confeſſed that the practice of this paſſion is unattended 
with that curſe and burden upon ſociety, which pro- 
ceeds from a race of miſerable and ' deſerted baſtards, 
who are either murdered by their parents, deſerted to 
the utmoſt want and wretchedneſs, or bred up to prey 
upon the commonwealth : And it likewiſe prevents the 
debauchery of many a young maiden, and the proſti- 
tation of honeſt men's wives; not to mention the con- 
ſideration of health, which is much leſs liable to be im- 
paired in the gratification of this appetite, than in the 
exerciſe of common venery, which, by ruining the con- 
ſtitutions of our young men, has produced a puny pro- 
geny, that degenerates from generation to generation: 
Nay, I have been told, that there is another motive, per- 
haps mbre powerful than all theſe, that induces people to 
cultivate this inclination, namely, the exquiſite pleaſure 
attending its fucceſs.“ AF: 85 8 

From this diſcourſe, I began to be apprehenſive that his 

Lordſhip, finding I had travelled, was afraid I might 
have been infected with this ſpurious and ſordid defire 
abroad, and took this method of founding my ſentiments 
on the ſubject. Fired at this ſuppoſed ſuſpicion, I ar- 
gued againſt it with great warmth, as an appetite unna- 


tural, abſurd, and of pernicious conſequence; and de- 


clared my utter deteſtation and abhorrence of it in theſe 
lines of the ſatiriſt: j 


Eternal infamy the avretch confound 4 

W ho planted firſt that vice on Britiſh ground ! 
A vice ! that, *ſpite of ſenſe and nature, reighs, 
Aud poiſons genial love, and manhood jlains.” 


THE Earl ſmiled at my indignation, told me he was 
glad to find my opinion of the matter fo conformable to 
his own, and that what he had advanced was only to 
provoke me to an anſwer, with which he profeſſed him- 
{elf perfectly well pleaſed. | 

AFTER I had enjoyed a long audience, I happened to 
look at my watch, in order to regulate my motions by 
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it; and his Lordſhip obſerving the chaſed caſe, deſired 
to ſee the device, and examine the execution,which he 
approved with ſome expreſſions of admiration. Con- 
fidering the obligations I lay under to his Lordſhip, 1 
thought there could not be a fitter opportunity than Te 
preſent to manifeſt in ſome ſhape my gratitude 
therefore begged he would do me the honour to — 
his Lordſhip": $ genexolty.; 7 but he refuſed it in a peremp- 
tory manner, and ſaid he was ſorry I ſhould entertain 
ſuch a mercenary opinion of him; obſerving at the 
ſame time, that it was the moſt beautiful piece of work - 
manſhip he had ever ſcen, and deſiring to know 
where he could have ſuch another. I begged a thouſand 
pardons for the freedom I had taken, which I hoped he 
would impute to nothing elſe than the higheſt venera- 
tion for his perſon—told him that, as it came to. my 
hand by accident in France, I could give him no infor- 
mation about the maker, for there was no name on the 
inſide ; and once more humbly entreated that he would 
indulge me ſo far as to uſe it for my ſake. He was 
{ſtill poſitive in refuſing it; but was pleaſed to thank m2 
for my generous offer, faying, it was a preſent that no 
nobleman need be aſhamed of receiyingz though he 
was refolved to ſhew his diſintereſtedneſs with regard 
to me, for whom he had. conceived a particular friend- 
ſhip; and inſiſted (if I was willing to part. with he 
watch) upon knowing what it had coſt, that he might 
at leaſt indemnify me, by refunding the money. On 
the other hand, I aſſured his Lordſhip, that I ſhould 
look upon it as an uncommon mark of diſtinction, if he 
would take it without further queſtion ; and, rather than 
difoblige me, he was at laſt perſuaded to put it in his 
pocket, to my no ſmall ſatisfaction, who took my leave 
immediately, after having received a kind ſqueeze, and 


an injunction to depend upon his promiſe. 


BuoYED up with this reception, my heart opened; 
I gave away a guinea among the lacqueys who eſ- 
corted me to the door, flew to the lodgings of Lord 
Straddle, upon whom I forced my diamond ring, as an 
acknowledgment for the great ſervice he had done me, 
and from thence hied me home, with an intent of tharirrs 
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my happineſs with honeſt Strap. I determined, how- 
ever, to heighten his pleaſure, by depreſſing his ſpi- 
rits at firft, and then bringing in the good news with 
double reliſh. For this purpoſe I affected the appear- 
ance of diſappointment and chagrin, and told him in an 
abrupt manner, that I had loſt the watch and diamond. 
Poor Hugh, who had been already haraſſed into a con- 
ſumption by intelligetice of this ſort, no ſooner heard 
theſe words; than, unable to contain himſelf, he cried, 
with diſtraction in his looks, „“ God in heaven forbid !” 


I could carry on the farce no longer, but, laughing in his 


face, told him every thing that liad paſſed; as above re- 
cited. His features were immediately unbended, and the 


tranſition was To affecting, that he wept with joy, called 


my Lord Strutwell by the appellations of Jewel, Phœ- 
nix, Rara avis; and. praiſing God, that there was ſtill 


ſome virtue left among our nobility. Our mutual con- 


gratulations being over, we gave way to our imaginations, 
and anticipated our happineſs by proſecuting our ſuc- 
ceſs through the different ſteps of promotion, till I ar- 
rived at the rank of a prime miniſter, and he to that of 
my firſt ſecretary. | 
INTOXICATED with theſe ideas, I went to the ordina- 
ry, where, meetings with Banter, 1 communicated the 
whole affair in confidence to him, concluding with 
an aſſurance that I would do him all the ſervice in my 
power. He heard me to an end with great patience, 
then regarding me a good while with a look of diſdain, 
pronounced, « So your buſineſs is done, you think?“ 


« As good as done, I believe,” ſaid I. “ Ill tell you 


(replied he) what will do it {till more effectually A hal- 
ter—'Sdeath ! if I had been ſuch a gull to two ſuch 
ſcoundrels as Strutwell and Straddle, I would without 
any more ado tuck myſelf up.” Shocked at this ex- 
clamation, I deſired him with ſome confuſion to explain 
himſelf: Upon which he gave me to underſtand, that 
Straddle was a poor contemptible wretch, who lived 
by borrowing and pimping for his fellow peers ; that, 


in conſequence of this laſt capacity, he had doubtleſs 
introduced me to Strutwell, who was ſo notorious for 


a paſſion for his own ſex, that he was amazed his cha- 
racter had never reached my ears; and that, far from 
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deing able to obtain for me the poſt he had promiſed, 
His intereſt at court was ſo low, that he could ee 
provide for a ſuperannuated footman once a year, in 


the Cuſtoms or Exciſe ;—that it was a common thing 


for him to amuſe ſtrangers whom his jackals ran down, 
with ſuch aſſurances and carefles as he had beſtowed 
on me, until he had ſtripped them of their caſh and 
every thing valuable about them ;—very often of their 


chaſtity, and then leave them a prey to want and 


mfamy ;—that he allowed his ſervants no other wa- 
ges than that part of the ſpoil which they could glean 
by their induſtry ; and the whole of his conduct to- 
wards me was ſo glaring, that nobody who knew a- 
ny thing of mankind could have been impoſed upon by 
lis inſinuations. 

E LEAVE the reader to judge how I reliſhed this 
piece of information, which precipitated me from the 
moſt exalted pinnacle of hope to the loweſt abyſs of de- 
pondence; and well nigh determined me to take Ban- 
ter's advice, and finiſh my chagrin with a halter. Thad 
no room to ſuſpect the veracity of my friend, becauſe, 
upon recollection, I found every circumſtance of Strut- 
welt's behaviour exactly tallying with the character he 
had deſcribed : His hugs, embraces, {queezes, and eager 
looks, were now no longer a myſtery ; no more than his 


defence of Petronius, and the jealous frown of his valet 


de chambre, who, it ſeems, had been the favourite pathic 
pf his lord. 
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CHAPTER LIL 


4 attempt to recover my watch and jeavel, but to no purpoſe— 
reſolve to revenge myſelf on Strutawell by my importunity 
—am reduced to my laſt guinea—obliged to inform Strap 
of my neceſſity, who is almoſt diſtracted with the news — 
but, nevertheleſs, obliged to pawn my beſt {word for pre- 
ſent ſubfiſtence—that ſmall ſupply being exhauſted, I am 
almoſt flupified with my misfortunes go to the gaming 
table, by the advice of Banter, and come off with unex- 
petted ſucceſs. —Strap's extacy.—Mrs Gawky waits up- 
on me, profeſſes remorſe for her perfidy, and implores my 
afſiflance.—T1 do myſelf a piece of juſtice by her means, 


and afterwards reconcile her to her father. 


— — 


WAS ſo confounded that I could make no reply to 

1 Banter, who reproached me with great indignation, 
or having thrown away upon raſcals that which, had 
it been converted into ready money, would have ſup- 
ported the rank of a gentleman for ſome months, and 
enabled me, at the ſame time, to oblige my friends. 
Stupified as I was, J could eaſily divine the ſource of his 
concern, but ſneaked away in a ſolitary manner, with- 
out yielding the leaſt anſwer to his expoſtulations; and 
began to deliberate with myſelf in what manner I thould 
attempt to retrieve the moveables I had fo foolithly loft: 
I ſhould have thought it no robbery to take them again 
by force, could I have done it without any danger of 
being detected; but as I could have no ſuch opportuni- 
ty, I reſolved to work by fineſſe, and go immediately to 
the lodgings of Straddle, where I was ſo fortunate as to 
find him“ My Lord (faid I); I have juſt now recol- 
lected, that the diamond I had the honour of preſenting 
to you is looſened a little in the focket, and there is a 
voung fellow juſt arrived from Paris, who 1s reckoned 
the beſt jeweller in Europe; I knew him in France, and 
if your Lordſhip will give me leave, wilt carry the ring 
to him to be ſet to rights.” His Lord{hip was not to be 
caught in this ſnare he thanked me for my offer, and 
told me, that having himſelf obſerved the defect, he had 
already ſent it to his own jeweller to be mended. And 
indeed, by this time, I believe it was in the jeweller's 
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hands, though not in order to be mended, for it ſtood in 
need of no alteration. 

BAULKED in this piece of politics, I curſed my ſim- 
plicity; but reſolved to play a ſurer game with the Earl, 
which I thus deviſed. Ididnot doubt of being admitted 
into familiar converſation with him as before, and hoped 
by ſome means to get the watch into my hand, then, 
on pretence of winding or playing with it, drop it on 
the floor, when in all probability the fall would diſorder 
the work ſo as to ſtop its motion: This event would 
furniſh me with an opportunity of inſiſting upon carry- 
ing it away in order to be repaired; and then I ſhould 
have been in no hurry to bring it back. What pity it 
was I could not find an occaſion of putting this fine 
ſcheme in execution! When I went to renew my viſit 
to his Lordſhip, my acceſs to the parlour was as free as 
ever; but after I had waited ſome time, the valet de 
chambre came in with his Lordſhip's compliments, and 
a deſire to ſee me to-morrow at his levee, he being at 
preſent ſo much indiſpoſed that he could not ſee com- 
pany. I interpreted this meſſage into a bad omen, and 
came away muttering curſes againſt his Lordſhip's po- 
liteneſs, and ready to go to loggerheads with myſelf for 
being ſo egregiouſly duped. But that I might have 
ſome ſatisfaction for the loſs I had ſuſtained, I beſieged 
him cloſely at his levee, and perſecuted him with my ſo- 
licitations; not without faint hopes indeed of reaping 
ſomething more from my induſtry, than the bare plea- 
ſure of making him uneaſy; though I could never ob- 
tain another private hearing, during the whole courſe of 
my attendance; neither had I reſolution enough to un- 
deceive Strap, whole looks in a little time were ſo whet- 
ted with impatience, that, whenever I came home, his 
eyes devoured me, as it were, with eagerneſs of atten- 
tion. 

Ar length, however, finding myſelf reduced to my 
laſt guinea, I was compelled to diſcloſe my neceſſity, 
. though I endeavoured to ſweeten the diſcovery by 
rehearſing to him the daily aſſurances I received from 
my patron. But theſe promiſes were not of efficacy ſuf- 
ficient to ſupport the ſpirits of my friend, who no ſoon- 
er underſtood the lowneſs of my finances, than, utter- 
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ing a dreadful groan, he exclaimed,” « In the name of 
God, what ſhall we do?“ —In order to comfort him, 
I ſaid, that many of my acquaintance, who were in a 
worſe condition than we, ſupported, notwithſtanding, 
the character of gentlemen ;z and adviſing him to thank 
God that we had as yet incurred no debt, propoſed he 
ſhould pawn my ſword of ſteel inlaid with gold, and 
truſt to my diſcretion for the reſt. This expedient was 
wormwood and gall to poor Strap, who, in ſpite of his 
invincible affection for me, {till retained notions of œco- 
nomy and expence ſuitable to the narrowneſs of his 
education; nevertheleſs, he complied with my requeſt, 
and raiſed ſeven pieces on the ſword in a twinkling. 
This ſupply, inconſiderable as it was, made me as happy 
for the preſent, as if I had kept five hundred pounds 
in bank; for by this time I was ſo well {killed in pro- 
craſtinating every troubleſome reflection, that the pro- 
ſpect of want ſeldom affected me very much, let it be 
never ſo near. And now indeed it was nearer than I 
imagined ; my landlord having occaſion for money, 
put me in mind of my being indebted to him five gui- 
neas in lodging; and telling me he had a ſum to make 
up, begged I would excuſe his importunity, and diſ- 
charge the debt. Though I could ill ſpare ſo much 
cath, my pride took the reſolution of diſburſing it. 
"This I did in a cavalier manner, after he had written a 
diſcharge, telling him with an air of ſcorn and reſent- 
ment, I ſaw he was reſolved that I ſhould not be long 
in his books; while Strap, who ſtood by, and knew my 
circumſtances, wrung his hands in ſecret, gnawed his 
nether lip, and turned yellow with deſpair. Whatever 
appearance of indifference my vanity enabled me to put 
on, I was thunderſtruck with this demand, which I hal 
no ſooner ſatisfied, than I haſtened into company, with 
a view of beguiling my cares with converſation, or of 
drowning them with wine. 

AFTER dinner, a party was accordingly made in the 
coffee-houſe, from whence we adjourned to the tavern, 
where, inſtead of ſharing the mirth of the company, I 
was as much chagrined at their good humour as a 
damned foul in hell would be at a glimpſe of heaven. 
In vain did I ſwallow bumper after bumper! the wine had 
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loſt its effect upon me, and, far from raiſing my dejected 
ſpirits, could not even lay me aſleep. Banter, who was 
the only intimate I had (Strap excepted), perceived my 

anxiety, and, when we broke up, reproached me with 
raſſlanimity, for being caſt down at any diſappointment 
that ſuch a raſcal as Strutwell could be the occaſion of, 
I told him J did not at all ſee how Strutwell's being a 
raſcal alleviated my misfortune ; and gave him to under- 
ftand, that my preſent grief did not ſo much proceed 
from that diſappointment, as from the low ebb of my 
fortune, which was ſunk to ſomething leſs than two gui- 
neas. At this declaration, he cried, „Pſha! is that 

all?“ and aſſured me, there were a chonfand ways of li- 
ving in town without a fortune, he himſelf having ſub- 
ſiſted many years entirely by his wit. I expreſſed an 
eager deſire of being acquainted with ſome of theſe me- 
thods; and he, without further expoſtulation, bade me 
follow him. He conducted me to a houſe under the 
Plazzas in Covent Garden, which we entered, and ha- 
ving delivered our ſwords to a grim fellow, who de- 
manded them at the foot of the ſtair-caſe, aſcended to 
the ſecond ſtory, where I faw multitudes of people ſtand- 
ing round two gaming tables, loaded in a manner with 
gold and ſilver. My conductor told me this was the 
houſe of a worthy Scotch Lord „who, uſing the privilege 
of his peerage, had ſet up oublic gaming tables, from the 
profits of which he drew a comfortable livelihood. He 


then explained the difference between the ſitters and the 


betters ; characterized the firſt as old rooks, and the laſt 
as bubbles; and adv iſed me to try my fortune at the 
ſilver table by betting a crown at a time. Before 1 
would venture any thing, I conſidered the company 
more particularly, and there appeared ſuch a groupe of 
villainous faces, that I was ſtruck with horror and aſto- 
niſhment at the ſight | I ſignified my, ſurpriſe to Banter, 
who whiſpered in my ear, that the bulk of thoſe preſent 
were ſharpers, highwaymen, and apprentices who, ha- 
ving embezzled their maſters caih, made a-«-deſperate 
puſh in this place, to make up their deficiencies. This 
account did not encourage me to hazard any part of my 
ſmall pittance; but at length, being teazed by the im- 
portunities of my friend, who aſſured me there was no 
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danger of being ill uſed, becauſe people were hired by 
the owner to ſee juſtice done to every body, I began by 
riſking one ſhilling, and in leſs than an hour my win- 
ning amounted to thirty. Convinced by this time of 
the fairneſs of the game, and animated with ſucceſs, 
there was no need of further perſuaſion to continue the 
play: I lent Banter (who ſeldom had any money in his 
pocket) a guinea, which he carried to the gold table and 
loſt in a moment. He would have borrowed another, 
but finding me deaf to his arguments, went away in a 
pet. Mean while, my gain advanced to ſix pieces, and 
my deſire for more increaſed in proportion; fo that I 
moved to the higher table, where J laid half a guinea on 
every throw, and fortune ſtill favouring me, I became a 
fitter, in which capacity I remained until it was broad 
day; when I found myſelf, after many viciſſitudes, one 
hundred and fifty guineas in pocket. 

THaiNnKkKiNG it now high time to retire with my booty, 
I aſked if any body would take my place, and made a 
motion to riſe ; upon which an old Gaſcon, who {at op- 
polite to me, and of whom I had won a little money, 
ſtarted up with fury in his looks, crying, © Reffez, foutre, 
reſle, il faut donner moi mon ravanchio! At the ſame 
time, a Jew who fat near the other, inſinuated that I 
was more beholden to art than fortune for what I had 
got; that he had obſerved me wipe the table very 
often, and that ſome of the diviſions ſeemed to be greaſy. 
This intimation produced a great deal of clamour a- 
gainſt me, eſpecially among the loſers, who threatened 
with many oaths and imprecations to take me up by a 


warrant as a ſharper, unleſs I would compromite the 


affair by refunding the greateſt part of my winning. 
Though I was far from being eaſy under this accufa- 
tion, I relied upon my innocence, threatened in my turn 
to proſecute the Jew for detamation, and boldly offered 
to ſubmit my cauſe to the examination of any juſtice in 
Weſtminſter ; but they knew themſelves too well to put 
their characters on that iſſue, and finding I was not to 
be intimidated into any conceſſion, dropped their plea, 
and made way for me to withdraw. I would not, howe ver, 
fir from the table, until the Iſraelite had retracted what 
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he faid to my diſadvantage, and aſked pardon before 
the whole aſſembly. 

As I marched out with my prize, 1 happened to tread 
upon the toes of a tall raw-boned fellow, with a hooked 
nole, fierce eyes, black thick eye-brows, a pig-tail wig 
of the {ame colour, and a formidable hat pulled over 
his forehead, who ſtood gnawing his lingers in the 
crowd, and no ſooner felt the application of my ſhoe- 
heel, than he roared out in a tremendous voice, © Blood 
and 8 you ſon of a whore, what's that for?“ I 
aſked pardon with a great deal of ſubmiſſion, and pro- 
teſted I had no intention of hurting him: But the more 
1 humbled myſelf, the more he ſtormed, and inſiſted 
upon gentlemanly ſatisfaction, at the fame time provo- 
King me with ſcandalous names that I could not put up 
with; ſo that I gave a looſe to my paſſion, returned his 
Billingſgate, and challenged him to follow me down to 
the piazzas. His indignation cooling as mine warmed, 
he refuſed my invitation, ſaying, he would chuſe his 
own time, and returned towards the table, muttering 
threats, which I neither dreaded, nor diſtinctly heard 
but deſcending with great deliberation, received my 
word from the door-keeper, whom I gratified with a 
guinea, according to the cuſtom of the place, and went 
home in a rapture of joy. 

Mr faithful valet, who had far up all night in the ut- 
moſt uneaſineſs on my account, let me in "with his face 
beſlubbered with tears, and followed me to my chamber, 
where he ſtood filent like a condemned criminal, in expec- 
tation of hcaring that every thilling was ſpent. I gueſſed 
the ſituation of his thoughts, and, aſſuming a ſullen 
look, bade him fetch me ſome water to weſh. He re- 
plied, without lifting his eyes from the ground, “ In my 
timple conjecture, you have more occalion for reſt, not 
having (I fappole) flept theſe four and twenty hours,” 

« Bring me ſome water,” {aid J in 2 peremptory tone; 
upon which he ſneaked away fhrugging his ſhoulders. 
Ty he returned, I had ſpread my whole ſtock on the 

able in the moſt r manner; ſo that, when it 
firſt ſaluted his view, he ſtood like one intraficed, and 
having rubbed his eyes more than once, to aſſure bim- 
If of his being awake, broke out into, „ Lord have 
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mercy upon us | what a vaſt treaſure is here !” «*Tis all 
our own, Strap (ſaid I); take what is neceſſary, and re- 
deem the {word immediately.“ He advanced towards 
the table, ſtopped ſhort by the way, looked at the mo- 
ney and me by turns, and, with a wildneſs in his coun- 
| tenance, produced from joy checked by diſtruſt, cried, 
&« dare fay, it is honeſtly come by.” To remove his 
ſcruples, I made him acquainted with the whole ſtory of 
my ſucceſs, which when he heard, he danced about the 
room in an extaſy, crying, “ God be praiſed ! a white 
ſtone God be praiſed !] a white ſtone !” So that I was 
afraid the ſudden change of fortune had diſordered his 
intellects, and that he was run mad with joy. Extreme- 
ly concerned at this event, I attempted to reaſon him 
out of his frenzy, but to no purpoſe ; for, without re- 
garding what I ſaid, he continued to friſk up and down, 
and repeat his rhapſody of « God be praiſed ! a white 
ſtone!” At laſt T roſe in the utmoſt conſternation, and, 
laying violent hands upon him, put a ſtop to his extra- 
vagance, by fixing him down to a ſettee that was in the 
room. This conſtraint baniſhed his delirium ; he ſtart- 
ed, as if juſt awoke, and, terrified at my behaviour, 
cried, © What is the matter ?? When he learned the 
cauſe of my apprehenfion, he was aſhamed of his tranſ- 
ports, and told me, that, in mentioning the white ſtone, 
he alluded to the dies faſti of the Romans, albo lapide 
notati. a 

HavixG no inclination to ſleep, I ſecured my caſh, ' 
dreſſed, and was juſt going abroad, when the fervant of 
the houſe told me there was a gentlewoman at the door, 
who wanted to ſpeak with me. Surpriſed at this infor- 
mation, I bade Strap ſhew her up, and in leſs than a 
minute ſaw a young woman: of a ſhabby decayed appear- 
ance enter my room. After half a dozen curtſeys, ſhe 
began to fob, and told me her name was Gawky ; upon 
which information I immediately recollected the fea- 
tures of Miſs Lavement, who had been the firſt occaſion 
of my misfortunes. Though I had all the reaſon in the 
world to reſent her treacherous behaviour to me, I was 
moved at her diſtreſs, and profeſſing my ſorrow at ſee- 
ing her ſo reduced, defired her to fit, and enqui- 
ied into the particulars of her ſituation. She fell upon 
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her knees, and implored my forgiveneſs for the injuries 
the had done me, proteſting before God, that ſhe was 
forced, againſt her inclination, into that helliſh conſpi- 
racy which had almoſt deprived me of my life, by the 
entreaties of her huſband, who having been afterwards 
renounced by his father, on account of his marriage 
with her, and unable to ſupport a family on his pay, left 
his wife at her father's houſe, and went with the regi- 
ment to Germany, where he was broke for miſbehavi- 
our at the battle of Dettingen, ſince which time ſhe had 
heard no tidings of him. She then gave me to under- 
ſtand, with many ſymptoms of penitence, that it was 
her misfortune to bear a child four months after mar- 
riage, by which event her parents were ſo incenſed, that 
the was turned out of doors with the infant, that died 
{oon after; and had hitherto ſubſiſted in a miſerable in- 
digent manner, on the extorted charity of a few friends, 
who were now quite tired of giving : 'That, not know- 
ing where or how to {ſupport herſelf one day longer, ſhe 
had fled for ſuccour even to me, who, of all mankind, 
had the leaſt cauſe to aſſiſt her, relying upon the gene- 
roſity of my diſpoſition, which, the hoped, would be 
pleaſed with this opportunity of avenging itſelf in the 
nobleſt manner on the wretch who had wronged me. 
I was very much affected with her diſcourſe, and having 
no cauſe to ſuſpect the ſincerity of her repentance, rai- 
ſed her up, freely pardoned all the had done againſt 
me, and promiſed to befriend her as much as lay in my 
your. | | 
SINCE my laſt arrival in London, I had made no ad- 
vances to the apothecary, imagining it would be impoſ- 
fible for me to make my innocence appear, ſo unhap- 
pily was my accuſation circumſtanced. Strap indeed 
had laboured to juſtify me to the ſchoolmaſter; but, far 
from {ſucceeding in his attempt, Mr Concordance drop- 
ped all correſpondence with him, becauſe he refuſed to 
quit his connection with me. Things being in this fi- 
tuation, I thought a fairer opportunity of vindicating 
my character could not offer than that which now pre- 
ſented itſelf. I therefore ſtipulated with Mrs: Gawky, 
that, before I would yield her the leaſt aſſiftance, the 
thould do me the juſtice to clear my reputation, by ex- 
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plaining upon oath, before a magiſtrate, the whole of the 
conſpiracy,, as it had been executed againſt me. When 
ſhe had given me this ſatisfaction, I preſented her with 
five guineas, a ſum ſo much above her expectation, that 
{he could ſcarce believe the evidence of her ſenſes, and 
was ready to worſhip me for my benevolence. The de- 
claration, ſigned with her own hand, I ſent to her fa- 


ther, who, upon recollecting and comparing the circum- 


ſtances of my charge, was convinced of my integrity, 
and waited on me next day, in company with his friend 
the ſchoolmaſter, to whom he had communicated my vin- 
dication. After mutual ſalutation, Monſieur Lavement 
began a long apology for the unjuſt treatment I had re- 
ceived; but I ſaved him a good deal of breath, by in- 
terrupting his harangue, and aſſuring him, that, far from 
entertaining a reſentment againſt him, I thought myſelf 
obliged to his lenity, which allowed me to eſcape, after 
ſuch ſtrong preſumptions of guilt appeared againſt me. 
Mr Concordance, thinking it now his turn to ſpeak, ob- 
ſerved, that Mr Random had too much candour and 
ſagacity to be diſobliged at their conduct, which, all 
things conſidered, could not have been otherwiſe, with 
any honeſty of intention. “ Indeed (ſaid he), if the plot 
had been unravelled to us by any ſupernatural intelli- 
gence, if it had been whiſpered by a genie, communi- 
cated by a dream, or revealed by an angel from on high, 
we ſhould have been to blame in crediting ocular de- 
monſtration ; but as we were left in the miſt of morta- 
lity, it cannot be expected we ſhould be incapable of 
impoſition. I do aſſure yon, Mr Random, no man on 
earth is more pleaſed than I am at this triumph of your 
character; and as the news of your misfortune panged 
me to the very entrails, this manifeſtation of your inno- 
cence makes my midriff quiver with joy.” I thanked 
him for his concern, deſired them to undeceive thoſe of 
their acquaintance who judged harſhly of me, and, ha- 
ving treated them with a glaſs of wine, repreſented to 
Lavement the deplorable condition of his daughter, and 
pleaded her cauſe fo effectually, that he contented to 
ſettle a ſmall annuity on her for life; but could not be 
perſuaded to take her home, becauſe her mother was ſo 


much incenſed that ſhe would never ſee her. 
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362 The ADVENTURES of 
CHAPTER. LIL 


TI purchaſe new cloaths—reprimand Strutwell and 
Straddle.— Banter propoſes another matrimonial ſcheme. 
A accept of his terms—ſet out for Bath in .a ſtage- 
coach, with the young lady and her mother —the be- 
haviour of an officer and lawyer —our fellow tra- 
vellers deſcribed—a ſmart dialogue between 8. miſtreſs 
and the captain. 


AVIN G finiſhed this affair to my ſatisfaction, 
I found myſelf perfectly at eaſe, and looking 


upon the gaming-table as a certain reſource for a gen- 


tleman in want, became more gay than ever. Al- 
though my cloaths were almoſt as good as new, I grew 
aſhamed of wearing them, becauſe I thought every 
body, by this time, had got an inventory of my ward- 
robe. For which reaſon, F diſpoſed of a good part of 
my apparel to a ſaleſman in Monmouth-ſtreet for half 
the value, and bought two new ſuits with the money. 
I likewiſe purchaſed a plain gold watch, deſpairing of 
recovering that which I had to fooliſhly given to Strut- 
well, whom, notwithſtanding, I ftill continued to viſit 
at his levee, until the Ambaſſador he had mentioned 
{et out with a ſecretary of his own chuſing. I thought 
myſelf then at liberty to expoſtulate with his Lord- 
ſhip, whom I treated with great freedom in a letter, 
for amuſing me with vain hopes, when he neither had 
the power nor inclination to provide for me. Nor was 
I leſs reſerved with Straddle, whom I in perſon re- 
proached for miſrepreſenting to me the character of 
Strutwell, which I did not ſcruple to aver was infamous 
in every reſpect. He ſeemed very much enraged at at 
my freedom, talked a great deal about his quality and 
honour, and began to make ſome compariſons 1 
1 thought {o injurious to mine, that J demanded 2 
explanation with great warmth; and he was mean 
enough to equivocate, and condeſcend in ſuch a man- 
ner, that I left him with a hearty contempt of his be- 
haviour. 

ABOUT this time, Banter, who had obſerved a 
ſurpriſing and fudden alteration in my appearance 
and diſpoſition, began to enquire very minutely into 
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the cauſe; and as I did not think fit to let him know 
the true ſtate of the affair, leſt he might make free 
with my purſe, on the ſtrength of having propoſed 
the ſcheme that filled it, I told him that I had received 
a {mall ſupply from a relation in the country, who at 
the fame time had promiſed to ule all his intereſt (which 
was not ſmall) in ſoliciting ſome poſt for me that ſhould 
make me eaſy for life. If that be the caſe (ſaid Ban- 
ter) perhaps you won't care to mortify yourſelf a little, 
in making your fortune another way. I have a rela- 
tion who is to ſet out for Bath next week, with an on- 
ly daughter, who being ſickly and decrepit, intends to 
drink the waters for the recovery of her health. Her 
father, who was a rich Turkey merchant, died about a 
year ago, and left her with a fortune of twenty thou- 
fand pounds, under the ſole management of her mo- 
ther, who is my kinſwoman. I would have put in for 
the plate myſelf, but there is a breach at preſent be- 
tween the old woman and me. Lou muſt know, that 
ſome time ago I borrowed a ſmall ſum of her, and pro- 
miſed, it ſeems, to pay it before a certain time; but 
being diſappointed in my expectation of money from 
the country, the day elapfed, without my being able 
to take up my note; upon which ſhe wrote a peremp- 
tory letter, threatening to arreſt me, if I did not pay 
the debt immediately. Nettled at this preciſe behavi- 
our, I ſent a damned ſevere anſwer, which enraged her 
ſo much, that ſhe actually took out a writ againſt me. 
Whereupon, finding the thing grow ſerious, I got a 
friend to advance the money "for me, diſcharged the 
debt, went to her houſe, and abuſed her for her un- 
friendly dealing. She was provoked by my reproaches, 
and ſcolded in her turn. The little deformed urchin 
joined her mother with ſuch virulence and volubility of 
tongue, that I was fain to make my retreat, after ha- 
ving been honoured with a great many ſcandalous epi- 
thets, which gave me plainly to underſtand that I had 
nothing to hope from the eſteem of the one, or the 
affection of the other. As they are both utter ſtrangers 
to life, it is a thouſand to one that the girl will be pick- 
ed up by ſome ſcoundrel or other at Bath, if I don't 
provide for her otherwiſe. You are a well-looking 
A a 2 2 
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fellow, Random, and can behave as demurely as a qua-. 
ker. Now, if you will give me an obligation for five 
hundred pounds, to be paid fix months after your mar- 
riage, I will put you in a method of carrying her in ſpite 
of all oppoſition.” 

THr1s propoſal was too advantageous for me to be 
refuſed ; The writing was immediately drawn up and ex- 
ecuted z and Banter giving me notice of the time when 
and the ſtage coach in which they were to ſet out, I be- 
ſpoke a place in the ſame convenience, and having hired 
a horſe for Strap, who was charmed with the proſpect, 
ſet forward accordingly. 

As we embarked before day, I had not the pleaſure 
for ſome time of ſeeing Miſs Snapper (that was the name 
of my miſtreſs), nor even of perceiving the number and 


ſex of my fellow-travellers, although 1 gueſſed that the 
coach was full, by the difficulty I found in ſeating my- 


ſelf. The firſt five minutes paſſed in a general ſilence, 
when all of a ſudden, the coach hecling to one fide, a 
boiſterous voice pronounced, “ To the right and left, 
cover your flanks, damme! whiz !” I eaſily diſcovered, 
by the tone and matter of this exclamation, that it was 
uttered by a ſon of Mars; neither was it hard to con- 
ceive the profeſſion of another perſon who ſat oppoſite 
to me, and obſerved, that we ought to have been well 
latisfied of the ſecurity before we entered upon the pre- 
miſes. Theſe two ſallies had not the defired effect: 
We continued a good while as mute as before, till at 
length the gentleman of the ſword, impatient of longer 
ſilence, made a fecond effort, by ſwearing, he had got 
into a meeting of Quakers. «© I believe ſo too (ſaid 
a ſhrill female voice at my left hand), for the ſpirit of 
folly begins to move.” „ Out with it then, madam,” 
replied the ſoldier. „Lou ſeem to have no occaſion 
for a midwite,” cried the Lady. „Damn my blood! 
(exclaimed the other), a man can't talk to a woman, but 
ihe immediately thinks of a midwife, „ True, Sir,” 
{aid the, “ I long to be delivered.“ «6 What of a 
mouſe, madam !?“ ſaid he. „No, Sir,” ſaid ſhe, « of 
a fool.” „ Are you far gone with a fool?” ſaid he. 
« Little more than two miles,” ſaid the. « By Gad, 
you are a wit, madam !” cried the officer. I with I 
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could with any juſtice return the compliment,” {aid the 
Lady. © Zounds, I have done, ſaid he. « Your bolt 
is ſoon ſhot, according to the old proverb,” faid ſhe. 
The warrior's powder was quite ſpent ; the lawyer ad- 
viſed him to drop the proſecution; and a grave matron, 
who fat on the left hand of the victorious wit, told her, 
he muſt not let her tongue run ſo faſt among ſtran- 
gers. This reprimand, ſoftened with the appellation 
of child, convinced me that the ſatirical lady was no 
other than Miſs Snapper, and I reſolved to regulate my 
conduct accordingly. The champion finding himſelf 
ſo ſmartly handled, changed his battery, and began to 
expatiate on his own exploits. „ You talk of ſhot, 
madam, (ſaid he) damme! I have both given and re- 
ceived ſome ſhot in my time. I was wounded in the 
ſhoulder by a piſtol-ball at Dettingen, where I ſay no- 
thing but by G—d! if it had not been for me—all's 
one for that I deſpiſe boaſting, dme! whiz!” 80 
ſaying, he whiſtled one part and hummed another of 
Black Joke; then addreſſing himſelf to the lawyer, 
went on thus: „ Wouldn't you think it damned hard, 
after having, at the riſk of your life, recovered the 
ſtandard of a regiment, that had been loſt, to receive 
no preferment for your pains! I don't chuſe to name 
no names, ſink me | but howſomever, this I will refer 
by G—d, and that is this, a muſqueteer of the French 
guards, having taken a ſtandard from a certain cornet 
of a certain regiment, damme ! was retreating with his 


prize as faſt as his horſe's heels could carry him, fink 


me! Upon which, I ſnatched up a firelock that be- 
longed to a dead man, damme! whiz! and ſhot his 
horſe under him, d—n my blood! The fellow got 
upon his feet, and began to repoſe me; upon which 1 
charged my bayonet breaſt high, and ran him through 
the body, by G—d! One of his comrades coming to 
his aſſiſtance, ſhot me in the ſhoulder, as I told you be- 
fore; another gave me a confuſion on the head with 
the butt end of his carbine; but, damme ! that did not 
ſignify. I killed one, put the other to flight, and taking 
up the ſtandard, carried it off very deliberately. But 
the beſt joke of all was, the fon of a b—ch of a cornet 
who had ſurrendered it in a cowardly manner, ſeeing 
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it in my poſſeſſion, demanded it from me, in the front 
of the line. „ D—n my blood (ſays he), where did 
you find my ſtandard ?” fays he. “ D—n my blood 
(faid 1—where (ſaid I) did you lofe it!“ faid J. „ That's 
nothing to you (ſays he) tis my ſtandard (ſays he), and 
by G—d Fl have it,” ſays he. „ D--n--tion ſeize 
me (ſays I), if you ſhall (ſays I), till I have firſt delivered 
it to the General (ſays I); and accordingly I went 
to the head-quarters, after the battle, and delivered it 
to my Lord Stair, who promiſed to do for me, but 1 
am no more than a poor lieutenant (till, damn my 
blood.” | 

Havinc vented this repetition of expletives, the law- 
yer owned he had not been requited according to his 
deſerts; obſerved, that the labourer is always worthy of 
his hire, and atked if the promiſe was made before wit- 
nefles, becauſe in that caſe the law would compel the 
General to perform it; but underſtanding that the 
promiſe was made over a bottle, without being reſtrict- 
ed to time or terms, he pronounced it not valid in law, 
proceeded to enquire into the particulars' of the battle, 
and affirmed, that although the Engliſh had drawn 
themſelves into a premunire at firſt, the French managed 
their cauſe ſo lamely in the courſe of the diſpute, that 
they would have been utterly nonſuited, had they not 
obtained a noi proſequi. In ſpite of theſe enlivening 
touches, the converſation was like to ſuffer another 
long mterruption; when the lieutenant, unwilling 
to conceal any of his accomplithments, that could 
be diſplayed in his preſent ſituation, offered to re- 
gale the company with a ſong; and interpreting our 
filence into a defire of hearing, began to warble a 
faſhionable air, the firſt ſtanza of which he pronoun- 
ced thus: 


Would you faſt the moon-ty'd hairy 
To yon Nag: aut beau repair; 

BW "i 7 nving with the popling i, 
The handling fine will ſhelter you, fc. 


The ſenſe of the reſt he perverted as he went on, with 
ſuch ſurpriſing facility, that I could not help thinking 
he had been at ſome pains to burleſque the perfor- 
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mance. Miſs Snapper aſcribed it to bs true cauſe, 
namely ignorance; and when he aſked her how the re- 
Ihed his muſic, anſwered, that, in her opinion, the mu- 
{ic and the words were much of a piece. O dman my 
blood ! (ſaid he), 1 take that as a high compliment; for 
every body allows the words are damnable fine.” «'Phey 
may be to (replied the lady) for aught I know, but they 
are above e my comprehenſion.“ « 1ar't obliged to find 
you comprchenſion, madam, curſe me!“ cried he. 
« No, nor to ſpeak ſenſe neither,” ſaid the. « Damn 
my heart (ſaid he), PU ſpeak what I pleaſe.” Here the 
lawyer interpoſed, by telling him there were ſome things 
he muſt not ſpeak. And upon being defied to give 
aun inſtance; mentioned treaſon and defamation. As 
tor the King (cried the Soldier), God bleſs him] eat 
his bread, and have loſt blood in his cauſe, therefore 1 
have nothing to ſay to him—but by G—d, I dare fay 
any thing to any other man.“ No (faid the lawyer 5 
you dare not call me a rogue.” „ Damme, for what f 
taid the other. „ Becaule (replied the counteilor) ) 1 
1thould have a good action againſt you, and recov Rp 
« Well, well, (cried the officer), if I dare not call you 
rogue, I bach think you one, damme.” This ſtroke 
of wit he accompanied with a loud laugh of feolt- 
approbation, which unluckily did not affect the andi- 
ence, but effectually ſilenced his antagoniſt, who did 
not open his mouth for the {pace of an hour, except te 

elcar his pipe with er Dems, which however, produ- 
ed nothing. 
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CHAPTER IV... 


Day breaking, I have the pleaſure of viewing the perſon 
of Miſs Snapper, «whom I had not ſeen before—the ſol. 
dier is witty upon me—1s offended, talks much of his va- 
louis reprimanded by a grave gentlewoman—wwe are 
alarmed with the cry of highwaymen—41 get out of the 
coach, and fland on my own defence—they ride off with- 
out having attacked us - purſue them—one of them is 
thrown from his horſe and taken I return to the coach 
—am complimented by Miſs Snapper —the captain's heha- 
viour on this occaſion the prude reproaches me in a ſo- 
liloquy I upbraid her in the ſame manner—the beha- 
wviour of Mrs Snapper at breakfaſt diſobliges me—the 


lawyer is witty upon the officer, who threatens him. 


N the mean time, day breaking in upon us, diſco- 

vered to one another the faces of their fellow-tra- 
vellers, and I had the good fortune to find my miſtreſs 
not quite ſo deformed nor diſagreeable as ſhe had been 
repreſented to me. Her head, indeed, bore ſome re- 
ſemblance to a hatchet, the edge being repreſented by 
her face; but ſhe had a certain delicacy in her com- 
plexion, and a great deal of vivacity in her eyes, which 
were very large and black; and though the protube- 
rance of her breaſt, when conſidered alone, ſeemed to 
drag her forwards, it was eaſy to perceive an equivalent 
on her back which balanced the other, and kept her 
body in equilibrio. On the whole, I thought I thould 
have great reaſon to congratulate myſelf, if it ſhould 
be my fate to poſſeſs twenty thouſand pounds encum- 


bered with ſuch a wife. I began therefore to deliberate 


about the moſt probable means of acquiring the con- 
queſt, and was ſo much engroſſed by this idea, that I 
{carce took any notice of the reſt of the people in the 
coach, but revolved my project in ſilence; while the 
converſation was maintained as before, by the object of 


my hopes, the ſon of Mars, and the barriſter, who by 


this time had recollected himſelf, and talked in terms 
as much as ever. At length a diſpute happened, 
which ended in a wager, to be determined by me, who 
was ſo much abſorbed in contemplation, that I neither 
heard the reference nor the queſtion, which was put to 
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me by each in his turn; affronted at my ſuppoſed con- 
tempt, the ſoldier, with 2 vociferation, ſwore, I 


vas either dumb or deaf, if not both, and that I looked 
as if I could not ſay Boh to a gooſe. Arouſed at this 
obſervation, I fixed my eyes upon him, and pronoun- 
ced with emphaſis, the interjection Bob! Upon which 
he cocked his hat in a fierce manner, and cried, « Dam- 
me, Sir, what d'ye mean by that?“ Had I intended 
to anſwer him, which by the bye was not my delign, 
J ſhould have been anticipated by Miſs, who told him, 
my meaning was to ſhew that I could cry Boh to 
a gooſe ; and laughed very heartily at my laconic re- 
proof, Her explanation and mirth did not help to ap- 

peaſe his wrath, which broke out in ſeveral martial in- 
ſinuations, fiiets as—« I do not underſtand fuch free- 
doms, damme! Damm my blood! Tm a gentleman, 

and bear the king's commiſſion. *Sblood ! ſome peo- 
ple deſerve to have their noſes pulled for their imper- 
tinence. I thought to have checked theſe cjaculations 
by a frown; becauſe he had talked ſo much of his va- 
lour, that I had long ago rated him as an als in a lion's 
{kin ; but this expedient did not anſwer my expecta- 
tion; he took umbrage at the contraction of my brows, 
{wore he did not value my ſulky looks a fig's end, and 
proteſted he feared no man breathing. Miſs Snapper 
ſaid ſhe was very glad to find herſelf in company with 
a man of ſo much courage, who, the did not doubt, would 
protect us all from the attempts of highwaymen during 
our journey: © Make yourſelf perfectly eaſy on that 
head, madam (replied the officer); I have got a pair 
of piſtols (here they are) which I took from a horſe of- 
ficer at the battle of Dettingen—they are double loaded, 

and if any highwayman in England robs you of the va. 
lue of a pin, while I have the honour of being in your 
company, damn my heart.” When he had exprefled 
himielf in this manner, a prim gentlewoman, who had 
fat filent hitherto, opened her mouth, and ſaid, the won- 
dered how any man could be ſo rude as to pull out ſuch _ 
weapons before ladies. Damme, madam (cried the 
champion), if you are ſo much afraid at ſight of a piſtol, 

how d'ye propoſe to ſtand fire if there ſhould be occa- 
Gon?” She then told him, that if ſhe thought he could 
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be ſo unmannerly as to uſe fire-arms in her preſenee,. 
whatever might be the occaſion, ſhe would get out of 
the coach immediately, and walk to the next village, 
where ſhe might procure 2 convenience te herſelf. Be- 
fore he could make any anfwer, my Duleinea interpoſed, 
and obſerved, that, far from being offended at a gentle- 
man's uſing his arms in his own: defence, the thought 
herſelf very lucky in being along with one by whoſe 
valour the ſtood a good chance of ſaving herſelf from 


being rifled. The prude caſt a diſdainful look at Miſs, 


and faid, that people who have but little to loſe are 
ſometimes the moſt ſolicitous about preſerving it. The 
old lady was affronted at this innuende, and took notice, 
that people ought to be very well informed before they 
ſpoke ſlightingly of other people's fortunes, leſt they diſ- 
cover their own envy, and make themfelyes ridicu- 
lous. The daughter declared, that ſhe did not pretend 

to vie with any body in point of riches; ; and if the la- 
dy who inſiſted upon non-reſiſtance, would promiſe to 


indemnify us all for the loſs we ſhould ſuſtain, ſhe would 


be one of the firſt to perſuade the captain to ſubmiſſion, 
in caſe we ſhould be attacked. Fo this propoſal, rea- 
fonable as it was, the reſerved lady made no other re- 
ply, than a ſcornful glance and a toſs of her head. I 


was very well pleaſed with the ſpirit of my miſtreſs; 


and even withed for an opportunity of diſtinguiſhing | 
my courage under her eye, which I believed could not 
fail of prepoſſeſſing her in my favour z. when all of a ſud- 
den, Strap rode up to the coach-door, and told us in a 
great fright, that two men on horſeback were croſſing 
the heath (for by this time we had paſſed Hounſlow), 
and made directly towards us. This piece of informa- 


tion was no ſooner delivered than Mrs Snapper began 


to {cream, her daughter grew pale, the other lady pull- 
ed out her purle to be in readineſs, the lawyer's teeth 
chattered, while he pronounced, « Tis no matter 
we'll ſue the county, and recover.” The captain gave 
evident ſigns of confuſion; and I, after having com- 
manded the coachman to top, opened the door, jumped 
out, and invited the warrior to follow me. But finding 
him backward and aſtoniſhed, I took his piſtols, and 
giving them to Strap, who had by this time alighte d, 
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and trembled very much, I mounted on horſeback * 


and taking my own (which I could better depend up- 
on) from the holſters, cocked them both, and faced the 
robbers, who were now very near us. Seeing me rea- 
dy to oppoſe them on horſeback, and another man armed 
afoot, they made a halt at ſome diſtance to reconnoitre 
us, and, after having rode round us twice, myſelf ſtill 
facing about as they rode, went off the fame way as they 
came, at a hand-gallop. A gentleman's ſervant coming 
up with a horſe at the ſame time, I offered him a crown 
to afſiſt me in purſuing them; which he no ſooner ac- 
cepted, than I armed him with the officer's piſtols, and 
we galloped after the thieves, who, truſting to the ſwift- 
neſs of their horſes, ſtopped till we came within ſhot of 
them, and then firing at us, put their nags to the full 
ſpeed. , We followed them as faſt as our beaſts could 
carry us; but not being ſo well mounted as they, our 
efforts would have been to little purpoſe, had not the 
horſe of one of them ſtumbled, and thrown his rider 
with ſuch violence over his head, that he lay ſenſeleſs 
when we came up, and was taken without the leaſt op- 
poſition z while his comrade conſulted his own ſafety 
in flight, without regarding the diſtreſs of his friend. 
We lcarce had time to make ourſelves maſters of his 
arms, and tie his hands together, before he recovered 
his ſenſes, when learning his ſituation, he affected ſur- 
priſe, demanded to know by what authority we uſed a 
gentleman in that manner, and had the impudence to 
threaten us with 2 proſecution for robbery, In the 
mean time we preceived Strap coming up with a crowd 
of people, armed with different kinds of weapons; and 
among the reſt a farmer, who no ſooner perceived the 
thief, whom we had ſecured, than he cried with great 
emotion, „There's the fellow who robbed me an hour 
ago, of twenty pounds in a canvas bag.” He was im- 
mediately ſearched, and the money found exactly as it 
had been deſcribed : Upon which we committed him. 
to the charge of the countryman, who carried him 
to the town of Hounſlow, which it ſeems the farmer 
had alarmed ; and I, having ſatisfied the footman for 
kis trouble, according to promiſe, returned with Strap 
to the coach, where I found the captain and lawyer 
| - WWW Y4 | 
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buſy in adminiſtering ſmelling-bottles and cordials to 
the grave lady, who had gone into a fit at the noiſe of 
the firing. 

WHEN I had taken my ſeat, Miſs Snapper; "4 from 
the coach had ſeen every thing that happened, made me 
a compliment on my behaviour, and ſaid, ſhe was glad 
to ſee me returned, without having received any inju- 
ry: her mother too owned herſelf obliged to my reſo- 
lution; and the lawyer told me, that I was entitled by 
act of parliament to a reward of forty pounds, for having 
apprehended 2 highwayman. The ſoldier obſerved, 
with a- countenance in which impudence and ſhame 
ſtruggling, produced ſome diforder, that if I had not 
been in ſuch a damned hurry to get out of the coach, be 
would have ſecured the rogues effectually, without all 
this buſtle and loſs of time, by a ſcheme which my heat 
and precipitation ruined. “ For my own part (con- 
tinued he), I am always extremely cool on theſe occa- 
ſions.“ „So it appeared, by your trembling,” ſaid the 


young lady. Death and damnation (cried he) your 


ſex protects you, madam; if any man on earth durſt 
tell me ſo much, I'd ſend him to hell, damn my heart ! 
in an inſtant.” 'So ſaying, he fixed his eyes upon me, 
and aſked if I had ſeen him tremble? I anſwered 
without heſiation, “ Yes.” Damme, Sir (ſaid he), 


dl'ye doubt my courage?” I replied, „Very much.” 
This declaration quite diſconcerted him. He looked 


blank, and pronounced with a faltering voice, «0 
*tis very well—damn my blood ! I ſhall find a time. 

I ſignified my contempt of him, by thruſting my 
tongue in my cheek, which humbled him ſo much, 
that he ſcarce {wore an other oath aloud during the whole 


| Journey. 


Tas preciſe lady, having bre her ſpirits by the 
help of ſome ſtrong waters, began a ſoliloquy, in which 
{he wondered that any man, who pretended to main- 
tain the character of a gentleman, could, for the ſake of 
a little paltry coin, throw perſons of honour into ſuch 
quandaries as. might endanger their lives; and profeſſed 


her ſurpriſe, that women were not aſhamed to com- 


mend ſuch: brutality ; at the ſame time vowing, that 
for the future ſhe would never r ſet foot in.a ſtage coach, 
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if a private convenience could be had for love or 
man,, , 4 Trp | | 
- NETTLED at her remarks, I took the ſame method 
of conveying my ſentiments, and wondered in my turn, 
that any woman of common ſenſe, ſhould be ſo unrea- 
ſonable as to expect that people who had neither ac- 
quaintance or connection with her, would tamely allow 
themſelves to be robbed and mal-treated, merely to in- 
dulge her capricious humour. I likewife confeſſed my 
aſtoniſhment at her inſolence and ingratitude in taxing 
a perſon with brutality, who deſerved her approbation 
and acknowledgment; and vowed, that if ever ſhe 
ſhould be aſſaulted again, I would leave her to the mercy 
of the ſpoiler, that ſhe might know the value of my 
protection. yy Eh | 

_ Tars perſon of honour did not think fit to carry on 
the altercation any further, but ſeemed to chew the cad 
of her reſentment, with the creſt-fallen captain, while 1 
entered into diſcourſe with my charmer, who was the 
more pleaſed with my converſation, as ſhe had conceived 
a very indifferent opinion of my intellects from my for- 
mer ſilence. I ſhould have had cauſe to be equally ſa- 
tisfied with the ſprightlineſs of her genius, could ſhe 
have curbed her imagination with judgment; but ſhe 
laboured under ſuch a profuſion of talk, that I dreaded 
her unruly tongue, and felt by anticipation the horrors 
of an eternal clack ! However, when I conſidered, on 
the other hand, the joys attending the poſſeſſion of 
twenty thouſand pounds, I forgot her imperfections, ſei- 
zed occaſion by the fore-lock, and endeavoured to inſi- 
nuate myſelf into her affection. The careful mother 
kept a ſtrict watch over her, and though ſhe could not 
help behaving civilly to me, took frequent opportunities 
of diſcouraging our communication, by reprimanding 
her for being ſo free with ſtrangers, and telling her the 
mult learn to ſpeak leſs, and think more. Abridged of 
the uſe of ſpeech, we converſed with our eyes, and I 
found the young lady very eloquent in this kind of diſ- 
courſe. In ſhort, I had reaſon to believe that ſhe-was 
fick of the old gentlewoman's tuition, and that I ſhould 
find it no difficult matter to ſuperſede her authority. 
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WHEN we arrived at the place where we were tg 
breakfaſt, I alighted, and helped my miſtreſs out of the 
coach, as well as her mother, who called for à private 
room, to which they withdrew, in order to eat by them- 
ſelves. As they retired together, I perceived that Miſs 
had got more twiſts from nature, than I had before ob- 
ſerved, for the was bent ſideways in the figure of an 8, 
fo that her progreſſion very much reſembled that of a 

crab. The prude alſo choſe the captain for her meſs- 
mate, and ordered breakfaft for two only to be brought 


into another ſeparate room; while the lawyer and I, 


deſerted by the reſt of the company, were fain to put up 
with each other. I was a good deal chagrined at the 
ſtately reſerve of Mrs Snapper, who. I thaught did not 
ule me with all the complaiſance I deſerved; and my 
companion declared, that he had been a traveller for 
twenty years, and never knew the ſtage-coach rules ſo 
much infringed before. As for the honourable gentle- 
woman, I could not conceive the meaning of her at- 


tachment to the lieutenant; and aſked the lawyer if he 


knew for which of the ſoldier's virtues ſhe admired 
him ? The counſellor facetiouſly replied, «. I ſuppoſe 
the lady knows him to be an able conveyancer, and 
wants him to make a ſettlement in tail.” I could not 
help laughing at the archneſs of the barriſter, who en- 
tertained me during breakfaſt, with a great deal of wit 


of the fame kind, at the expence of our fellow travel- 


lers; and among other things ſaid, he was ſorry to find 
the young lady ſaddled with ſuch incumbrances, 

WHEN we had made an end of our repaſt, and paid 
our reckoning, we went-into the coach, took our places, 
and bribed the driver with ſixpence, to revenge us on 
the reſt of his fare, by hurrying them away in the midſt 
of their meal. This taff he performed to our ſatisfac- 
tion, after he had diſturbed their enjoyment with his 
importunate clamour. The mother and daughter o- 
beyed the ſummons firſt, and coming to the coach door, 
were obliged to deſire the coachman's aſſiſtance to get 
in, becauſe the lawyer and I had agreed to ſhew our re- 
ſentment by our neglect. They were no ſooner ſeated, 
than the captain appeared as much heated as if he had 
been purſued a dozen of miles by an enemy; and imme- 
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diately after him came the lady, not without ſome marks 
of diſorder. Having helped her up, he entered himſelf, 
growling a few oaths againſt the coachman, for his im- 
pertinent interruption z and the lawyer comforted him 
by ſaying, that if he had fuffered a ns privs through the 
obſtinacy of the defendant, he might have an opportu- 
nity to join iſſue at the next ſtage. This laſt expreſſion 
gave offence to the grave gentlewoman, who told him, 
if the was a man, ſhe would make him repent of ſuch 
obſcenity, and thanked God ſhe had never been in ſuch 
company before. At this inſinuation, the captain 
thought himfelf under a neceſſity of eſpouſing the lady's 
cauſe; and accordingly threatened to cut off the law- 
yer's ears, if he ſhould give his tongue any ſuch liberties 
for the future. The poor counſellor begged pardon, 
and univerſal filence enſued. 


CHAPTER LV. 

T reſeſve to ingratiate myſelf with the mother, and am fa- 
voured by accident—the preciſe lady finds her huſband, 
and quits the coach—the captain is diſappointed of his 
dinner abe arrive at Bath accompany Miſs Snapper 
to the long room, where ſhe is attacked by beau Naſh, 
and turns the laugh againſt kim—T make love to her, 
and receive a check—ſquire her to an aſſembly, where I 
an bleſſed with a fight of my dear Narciſſa, which diſ- 
compoſes me fo much, that Miſs Snapper obſerving my diſ- 
arder, is at pains to diſcover the cauſe is piqued at the 
eccafron, and, in our way home, pays me a ſarcaſtic com- 

pliment ] ant met by Miſs Williams, who is maid and 
confident of Narcifſa—fhe acquaints me with her lady's 
regard for, me avhile under the diſguiſe of a ſervant, aud 
deſcribes the tranſports of Nurciſſa on ſeeing me at the 
aſſembly, in the charaFer of a gentleman—1 am ſurpriſed 
with an account of her aunt's marriage, and make an 
appointment to meet Miſs Williams next day. 


TURING this unſocial interval, my pride and in- 


| tereſt maintained a ſevere conflict, on the ſubject 
of Miſs Snapper, whom the one repreſented as unworthy 
of notice, and the other propoſed as the object of my 
whole attention: The advantages. and diſadvantages at- 


* 
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tending ſuch a- match were oppoſed to one another by 
my imagination: And at length my judgment gave it ſo 
much in favour o the firſt, that I reſolved to proſecute 
my ſcheme with all the addreſs in my power. I 
thought I perceived fome concern in her countenance, 
occaſioned by my ſilence, which ſhe, no doubt, imputed 
to my diſguſt at her mother's behaviour; and as I be- 
lieved the old woman could not fail of aſcribing my 
muteneſs to the ſame motive, I determined to continue 
that ſullen conduct towards her, and fall upon ſome o- 
ther method of manifeſting my efteem for the daughter : 
Nor was it difficult for me to make her acquainted with 
my ſentiments by the expreſſion of my looks, which I 
modelled into the characters of humility and love; and 
which were anſwered by her with all the ſympathy and 
approbation I could deſire. - But when I began to con- 
- 1ider, that, without further opportunities of improving 
my ſucceſs, all the progreſs I had hitherto made would 
not much avail, and that ſuch opportunities could not 
be enjoyed without the mother's permiſſion ; I conclu- 
ded it would be requiſite to vanquiſh her coldneis and 
ſuſpicion by my afliduitics and reſpectful behaviour on 
the road; and ſhe would in all likelihood invite me to 
viſit her at Bath, where I did not fear of being able to 
cultivate her acquaintance as much as would be neceſſary 
to the accompliſhment of my purpoſe. And indeed ac- 
cident furniſhed me with an opportunity of obliging her 
ſo much, that ſhe could not, with any appearace of good 
manners, forbear to gratify my inclination, 4 

WIN we arrived at our dining-place, we found all 
the eatables in the inn beſpoke by a certain nobleman, 
who had got the ſtart of us; and in all likehhood my 
miſtreſs and her raother muſt have dined with Duke 
Humphrey, had I not exerted myſelf in their behalf, and 
bribed the landlord with a glaſs of wine, to curtail his 
Lord{kip's entertainment of a couple of fowls and ſome 
bacon, which I ſent with my compliments to the ladies. 
They accepted my treat with a great many thanks, and 
defired I would favour them with my company at din- 
ner, where 1 amuſed the old gentlewoman ſo ſucceſsful- 
ly, by maintaining a ſeemingly diſintereſted eaſe in the 
tmidſt of my civility, that ſhe fignified a deſire of being 
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better acquainted, and hoped I would be ſo kind as to 
ſee her ſometimes at Bath. While I enjoyed myſelf in 
this manner, the preciſe lady had the good fortune to 
meet with her huſband, who was no other than gentle- 
man, or, in other words, valet de chambre to the very 
nobleman whoſe coach ſtood at the door. Proud of 
the intereſt ſhe had in the houſe, the affected to ſhew 
her power by introducing the captain to her ſpouſe, as 
a perſon who had treated her with great civility ; upon 
which he was invited to a ſhare of their dinner; while 
the poor lawyer, finding himſelf utterly abandoned, 
made application to me, and was, through my interceſ- 
ſion, admitted into our company. Having ſatisfied our 
appetites, and made ourſelves merry at the expence of 
the perſon of honour, the civil captain, and complaiſant 
huſband, I did myſelf the pleaſure of diſcharging the 
bill by ſtealth, for which 1 received a great many apo- 
logies and acknowledgments from my gueſts, and we re- 
imbarked at the firſt warning. The officer was obliged, 
at laſt, to appeaſe his hunger with a luncheon of bread 
and cheeſe, and a pint bottle of brandy, which he diſ- 
patched in the coach, curling the inappetence of his 
Lordthip, who had ordered dinner to be put back a 
whole hour. 5 5 

NoTHING remarkable happened during the remain- 
ing part of our journey, which was finithed next day, 
when I waited on the ladies to the houſe of a relation, 
in which they intended to lodge, and paſſing that night 
at the inn, took lodgings in the morning for myſelf. 

Tu forenoon was ſpent in viſiting every thing that 
was worth ſeeing in the place, in company with a gen- 
tleman to whom Banter had given me a letter of intro- 
duction; and in the afternoon I waited on the ladies, 
and found Miſs a good deal indiſpoſed with the fatigue 
of the journey. As they forelaw they ſhould have oc- 
caſion for a male acquaintance to ſquire them at all pub- 

lic places, I was received with great cordiality, and had 

the mother's commiſſion to conduct them next day to 

the long room, which we no ſooner entered, than the 

eyes of every body preſent were turned upon us; and 

when we had ſuffered the martyrdom of their looks for 

{ome time, a whiſper circulated at our expence, which 
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was accompanied with many contemptuous ſmiles and 


tittering obſervations, to my utter ſhame and confuſion, 
I did not ſo much conduct as follow my charge to a 
place where fhe feated her mother and herſelf, with 
aſtoniſhing compolure, notwithſtanding the unmanner- 
ly behaviour of the whole company, which ſeemed to 
be aſſumed merely to put her out of countenance. The 


celebrated Mr Naſh, who commonly attends in this 


place, as maſter of the ceremonies, perceiving the diſ- 
polition of the aſſembly, took upon himſelf the taſk of 


_ gratifying their ill-nature ſtill further, by expoſing my 


miſtreſs to the edge of his wit. With this view he ap- 
proached us, with many bows and grimaces, and after 


having welcomed Miſs Snapper to the place, afked her, 


in the hearing of all prefent, if ſhe could inform him 
the name of "Fobit's, dog. I was ſo much incenfed at 
his inſolence, that I ſhould certainly have kicked him 
where he ſtood, without ceremony, had not the young 
lady prevented the effects of my indignation, by reply- 
ing, with the utmoſt vivacity, „His name was Nath, 
and an impudent dog he was.” This repartee, fo un- 
expected and juſt, raiſed ſuch an univerſal laugh at the 
aggreſſor, that all his aſſurance was inſufficient to ſup- 
port him under their derifion ; ſo that, after he had en- 
deavoured to compoſe himſelf, by taking ſnuff, and for- 
cing a ſmile, he was obliged to ſneak off in a very ludi- 
crous attitude; while my Dulcinea was applauded to 
the ſkies, for the brilliancy of her wit, and her acquain- 
tance immediately courted by the beſt people of both 
ſexes in the room. This event, with which I was in- 


- finitely pleaſed at firſt, did not fait of alarming me, 


upon further reflection, when I conſidered, that the more 
the was careſſed by perſons of diſtinction, the more her 
pride would be inflamed, and conſequently the obſtacles 
to my ſucceſs mutiplied and enlarged. 'Nor were my 
preſaging fears untrue. That very night I perceived her 
a little intoxicated with the incenle the had received; 
and though ſhe {till behaved with a particular civility to 
me, I foreſaw, that, as ſoon as her fortune ſhould be 
known, ſhe would be ſurrounded with a ſwarm of ad- 
mirers, ſome one of whom might poſſibly, by excelling 
me in point of wealth, or in the arts of flattery and 
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ſcandal, ſupplant me in her eſteem, and find means to 
make the mother of his party. I reſolved therefore to 
loſe no time, and being invited to ſpend the cvenin 
with them, found an opportunity, in ſpite of the old 
gentlewoman's vigilance, to explain the meaning of my 
glances in the coach, by paying homage to her wit, and 
profeſſing myſelf enamoured of her perſon, She bluſh- 
ed at my declaration, and in a favourable manner diſ- 
approved. of the liberty I had taken, putting me in 
mind of our being ſtrangers to each other, and defiring 
I would not be the means of interrupting our acquaint- 
ance by any ſuch unſeaſonable ſtrokes of gallantry for 
the future: My ardour was effectually checked by this 
reprimand, which was, however, delivered in ſuch a 
gentle manner, that I had no cauſe to be diſobliged; and 
the arrival of her mother relieved me from a dilemma, 
in which I ſhould not have known how to demean my- 
ſelf a minute longer. Neither could I reſume the eaſi- 
neſs of carriage with which I came in. My miſtreſs acted 
on the reſerve, and the converſation beginning to flag, 
the old lady introduced her kinſwoman of the houſe, 
and propoſed a hand at whiſt, 

WHILE we amuſed ourſelves at this diverſion, I un- 
derſtood from the gentlewoman, that there was to be an 
aſſembly next night, at which I begged to have the ho- 
nour of dancing with Miſs. She thanked me for the 
favour I intended her, aſſured me ſhe never did dance, 
but fignified a deſire of ſeeing the company; when 1 
offered my ſervice, which was accepted; not a little 

roud of being exempted from appearing with her, 
in a ſituation, that, notwithſtanding my profeſſion 
to the contrary, was not at all agreeable to my in- 
clination. EP 

Havins ſupped, and continued the game, till ſuch 
time as the ſucceſſive yawns of the mother warned me 
to be gone, I took my leave, and went home, where I 
made Strap very happy with an account of my progreſs. 
Next day I put on my gayeit apparel, and went to drink 
tea at Mrs Snapper's, according to appointment, when 
I found, to my inexpreſſible ſatisfaction, that ſhe was 
laid up with the tooth-ach, and that Miſs was to be in- 
truſted to my care. Accordingly, we ſet out for the 
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ball-room pretty early in the evening, and took poſs 
ſeflion of a commodious place, where we had not fat 
longer than a quarter of an hour, when a gentleman 
dreſſed in a green frock came in, leading a young lady, 
whom I immediately diſcovered to be the adorable Nar- 
ciſſa! Good heaven | what were the thrillings of my 
ſoul at that inſtant ! my reflection was overwhelmed 
with a torrent of agitation | my heart throbbed with 
ſurpriſing violence ! a ſudden miſt overſpread my eyes ! 
my ears were invaded with a dreadful ſound ! I panted 
for want of breath, and, in ſhort, was for ſome moments 
intranced ! This firſt tumult ſubſiding, a crowd of flat- 
tering ideas ruſhed upon my imagination : Every thing 
that was ſoft, ſenſible, and engaging in the character 
of that dear creature, recurred to my remembrance, and 
every favourable circumſtance of my own qualifications 
appeared in all the aggravation of ſelf-conceit, to heigh- 
ten my expectation! Neither was this tranſport of long 
duration: The dread of her being already diſpoſed 
of, intervened, and overcaſt my enchanting reverie | 
My preſaging apprehenſion repreſented her encircled 
in the arms of ſome happy rival, and of conſequence 
for ever loſt to me! I was ſtung with this ſuggeſtion, 
and believing the perſon who conducted her, to be the 
huſband of this amiable young lady, already devoted 
him to my fury, and ſtood up to mark him for my ven- 
geance; when I recollected, to my unſpeakable joy, her 
brother, the fox-hunter, in the perſon of her gallant. 
Undeceived ſo much to my ſatisfaction in this particu- 
lar, I gazed, in a frenzy of delight, on the irreſiſtible 
charms of his ſiſter, who no ſooner diſtinguiſhed me 
in the crowd, than her evident confuſion afforded a happy 
omen to my flame. At fight of me ſhe ſtartled, the 
roſes inſtantly vaniſhed from her poliſhed cheeks, and 
returned in a moment with a double glow that over- 
ſpread her lovely neck, while her enchanting boſom 
heaved with ſtrong emotion. I hailed theſe favourable 
ſymptoms, and, lying in wait for her looks, did homage 
with-my eyes. She ſeemed to approve my declaration, by 
the complacency of her aſpect; and I was ſo tranſported 
with her diſcovery, that more than once I was on the 
point of making up to her to diſcloſe the throbbings of 
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my heart in perſon, had not that profound veneration 
which her preſence always inſpired, reſtrained the un- 
ſeaſonable impulſe. All my powers being ingroſſed in 
this manner, it may eaſily be imagined how ill I enter- 
tained Miſs Snapper, on whom I could not now turn 
my eyes, without making compariſons very little to 
her advantage. It was not even in my power to return 
diſtinct anſwers to the queſtions ſhe aſked from time to 
time, ſo that the could not help obſerving my abſence 
of mind; and having a turn for obſervation, watched 
my glances, and tracing them to the divine object, diſ- 
covered the cauſe of my diſorder. That ſhe might, 
however, be convinced of the truth of her conjecture, 
ſhe began to interrogate me with regard to Narciſſa, 
and, notwithſtanding all my endeavours to diſguiſe my 
ſentiments, perceived my attachment by my confuſion. 
Upon which {the aſſumed a ſtatelineſs of behaviour, and 
fat filent during the remaining part of the entertain- 
ment. At any other time, her ſuſpicion would have 
alarmed me; but now I was elevated by my paſſion a- 
bove every other conſideration. The miſtreſs of my 
{oul having retired with her brother, I diſcovered ſo 
much uneaſineſs at my ſituation, that Miſs Snapper pro- 
poſed to go home; and while I conducted her to a chair, 
told me ſhe had too great a regard for me to keep me 
any longer in torment. I feigned ignorance of her 
meaning, and having ſeen her ſafely at her lodgings, 
took my leave, and went home in an extacy, where | 
diſcloſed every thing that had happened to my conſi- 
dent and humble ſervant Strap, who did not reliſh the 
accident ſo well as I expected, and obſerved, that a 
bird in hand is worth two in the buſh. „ But how- 
ever (ſaid he), you know beſt, - you know beſt.” Next 
day, as I went to the Pump-room, in hopes of ſeeing or 


hearing ſome tidings of my fair enilaver, I was met by a 


gentlewoman, who having looked hard at me, cried, 
„O Chriſt! Mr Random!” Surpriſed at this exclama- 
tion, I examined the countenance of the perſon who 
ſpoke, and immediately recognized my old ſweet-heart 
and fellow-ſufferer Miſs Williams. ; 

I was mightily pleaſed to find this unfortunate wa- 
man under {ach a decent appearance, profeſſed my joy 
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at ſeeing her ſo well, and deſired to know where I ſhould 
have the pleaſure of her converſation. She was as 
heartily rejoiced at the apparent eaſineſs of my fortune, 
and gave me to know, that the, as yet, had no habita- 
tion that ſhe could properly call her own, but would 
wait on me at any place I ſhould pleaſe to appoint. Un- 
derſtanding that ſhe was unengaged for the preſent, I 
ſhewed her the way to my own lodgings, where, after 
a very affectionate ſalutation, ſhe informed me of her 
being very happy in the ſervice of a young lady to 
whom ſhe was recommended by a former miſtreſs de- 
ceaſed, into whoſe family ſhe had recommended herſelf 
by the honeſt deceit ſhe had concerted while ſhe lived 
with me in the garret at London. She then expreſſed 
a vehement deſire to be acquainted with the viciſſitudes 
of my life ſince we parted, and excuſed her curioſity on 
account of the concern the had for my intereſt. I 
forthwith gratified her requeſt, and when I deſcribed 
my ſituation in Suſſex, perceived her to attend to my 
ſtory with particular eagerneſs. She interrupted me 
when I had finithed that period, with, « Good God! 
is it poflible !”—and then begged I would be ſo good as 
to continue my relation; which I did as briefly as I 
could, burning with impatience to know the cauſe of 
her ſurpriſe, about which I had already formed a very 
intereſting conjecture, When I had brought my ad- 
yentures down to the preſent day, ſhe ſeemed very much 
affected with the different circumſtances of my fortune; 
and ſaying with a ſmile, ſhe believed my diſtreſſes were 
now at a period, proceeded to inform me, that the lady 
whom ſhe ſerved was no other than the charming Nar- 
ciſſa, who had honoured her with her confidence for 
ſome time; in conſequence of which truſt, ſhe had of- 
ten repeated the ſtory of John Brown, with great ad- 
miration and regard; that the loved to dwell upon 
the particulars of his character, and did not ſcruple to 
own a tender approbation of his flame. I became de- 
lirious at this piece of intelligence, ſtrained Miſs Wil- 
liams in my embrace, called her the angel of my hap- 
pineſs, and acted ſuch extravagances, that ſhe might 
have been convinced of my ſincerity, had ſhe not been 
fatisfied of my honour before. As ſoon as I was in 


ROD TRICK RANDOM. 383 


condition to yield attention, ſhe deſcribed the preſent 
ſituation of her miſtreſs, who had no ſooner reached 
her lodgings the night before, than ſhe cloſetted her, 
and, in a rapture of joy, gave her to know that ſhe had 
ſeen me at the ball, where I appeared in the character 
which ſhe always thought my due, with ſuch advantage 
of transformation, that unleſs my image had been en- 
graven on her heart, it would have been impoſſible to 


know me for the perſon who had worn her aunt's live- 


ry ;—that, by the language of my eyes, the was aſſured 
of the continuance of my paſſion for her, and conſe- 
quently of my being unengaged to any other ; and that, 
though ſhe did not doubt 1 would ſpeedily fall upon 
ſome method of being introduced, ſhe was ſo impatient 
to hear of me, that ſhe (Miſs Williams) had been ſent 
abroad this very morning, on purpoſe to learn the name 


and character I at preſent bore. My boſom had been 


hitherto a ſtranger to ſuch a flood of joy as now ruſhed 
upon it : My faculties were overborne by the tide : It 
was ſome time before I could open my mouth, and 
much longer ere I could utter a coherent ſentence. At 
length, I fervently requeſted her to lead me immediate- 
ly to the object of my adoration : But ſhe reſiſted my 
importunity, and explained the danger of ſuch prema- 
ture conduct. © How favourable ſoever (ſaid the) my 
tady's inclination towards you may be, you may depend 
upon it, ſhe will not commit the ſmalleſt treſpaſs on de- 
corum, either in diſeloſing her own, or in receiving a 
declaration of your paſſion; and although the great ve- 
neration I have for you has prompted me to reveal 
what ſhe communicated to me in confidence, I know 
ſo well the ſeverity of her ſentiments with reſpect to 
the punctilios of her ſex, that, if ſhe could learn the 
leaſt ſurmiſe of it, ſhe would. not only diſmiſs me as 
a wretch unworthy of her benevolence, but alſo for 
ever ſhun the efforts of your love.” I aſſented to the 
juſtnefs of her remonſtrance, and defired the. would 
aſſiſt me with her advice and direction: Upon which, 
it was concerted between us, that, for the preſent, I 
{hould be contented with her telling Nareiſſa, that, in 
the courſe of her enquiries, ſhe could only learn my 
name; and that if, in a day or two, I could iall upon 
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394 The ADVENTURES F 5 
no other method of being introduced to her miſtreſs; ſhe 
would deliver a letter from me, on pretence of conſult- 
ing her happineſs; and ſay that I met her in the ſtreets, 
and bribed her to this piece of ſervice. Matters being 
thus adjuſted, I kept my old acquaintance to breakfaſt, 
and learned, from her converſation, that my rival Bir 
Timothy had drunk himſelf into an apoplexy, of which 
he died five months ago; that, the ſavage was {till un- 
married; and that his aunt had been ſeized with a whim 
which he little expected, and choſen the ſchoolmaſter 
of the parith for her lord and huſband ; but matrunony 
not agreeing with her conſtitution, ſhe had been. hectic 
and dropſical a good while, and was now at Bath in or- 
der to drink the waters for the recovery of her health ; 
that her niece had 'accompanied her thither at her re- 
queſt, and attended her with the ſame affection as be- 
fore, notwithſtanding the miſtake ſhe had committed; 
and that her nephew, who had been exaſperated at the 
loſs of her fortune, did not give his attendance out of 
good will, but purely to have an eye on his ſiſter, leſt. 
ihe ſhould likewiſe throw herſelf away, without his con- 
ſent or approbation. Having enjoyed ourſelves in this 
manner, and made an aſſignation to meet next day at a 
certain place, Miſs Williams took her leave; and Strap”: 8 
looks being very inquiſitive about the nature of the 
communication ſubſiſting between us, I made him ac- 
quainted with the whole affair, to his great aſtoniſhment 
and ſatisfaction. | 


CHAPTER: IVI. 

I become acquainted with Nareifſa's brother, who invites me 
10 his houſe, where JI am introduced to that adorable 
creature — After dinner, the ſquire retires to take his nap 
 —Preeman, guęſſing the ſituation of my thoughts, wwith- 
draws likewiſe on pretence of buſineſs ] declare my paſ- 
{ron to Narciſſa am well received charmed with her 
converſation—T he ſquire detains us to ſupper I elude 

_ bis deſign by a flratogem, and get home ſober. 


N the afternoon, I drank tea at the houſe of Mr 


Freeman, to whom I had been recommended by 
Banter; where J had not fat five minutes, till the fox- 
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hurter came in, and by his familiar behaviour appeared 
to be intimate with my friend. I was at firſt under 
ſome concern, leſt he ſhould recollect my features; but 
when I found myſelf introduced to him as a gentleman 
from London, without being diſcovered, I blefled the 
opportunity that brought me into his company, hoping 
that, in the courſe of our acquaintance, he would invite 
me to his houſe. Nor. were my hopes fruſtrated ; for, 
as we.ſpent the evening together, he grew extremely 
fond of my converſation, aſked a great many childiſh 
queſtions about France and foreign parts; and ſeemed 
ſo highly entertained with my anſwers, that, in his cups, 
he ſhook me often by the hand, pronounced me an ho- 
neſt fellow, and, in fine, deſired our company at dinner 
next day in his own houſe. My imagination was ſo 


much employed in anticipating the happineſs I was to | 


enjoy next day, that I flept very little that night; but, 

riſing early in the morning, went to the place appoint- 
ed, where I met my ſhe- friend, and imparted to her my 
ſucceſs with the ſquire. She was very much pleaſed 
at the occaſion, which (ſhe laid) could not fail of being 
agreeable to Narciſſa, who, in Apite of her paſſion for 
me, had mentioned ſome ſcruples relating to my true 
ſituation and character, which the delicacy of her ſenti- 
ments, ſuggeſted, and which the believed I would find it 
neceſſary to remove, though ſhe did not know how. I 
was a good deal ſtartled at this inſinuation, becauſe 1 
foreſaw the difficulty I ſhould find in barely doing my- 
ſelf juſtice; for although it never was my intention to 
impoſe myſelf upon any woman, much lets on Narciſſa, 
as a man of fortune, I laid claim to the character of a 
gentleman, by birth, education, and behaviour and yet 
(ſo unlucky had the circumſtances of my life fallen out) 


I ſhould find it a very hard matter to make good my pre- 


tenſions even to theſe, eſpecially to the laſt, which was 
the moſt eſſential. Miſs Williams was as ſenſible as 1 of 
this my diſadvantage, but comforted me with obſerving, 
that when once a woman had beſtowed her affections 
on a man, ſhe cannot help judging of him in all reſpects 
with a partiality eaſily influenced in his favour : She re- 
marked, that although ſome ſituations of my life had 
been low, yet none of them had been infamous; that 
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my indigence had been the crime not of me, but of for- 
tune; and that the miſeries I had undergone, by im- 
proving the faculties both of mind and body, qualified, 
me the more for any dignified ſtation, and would of 
conſequence recommend me to the good graces of any 
ſenſible woman : She therefore adviſed me to be always 
open and unreſerved to the enquiries of my miſtreis, 
without unneceſlarily betraying the meaneſt occurrences 
of my fate, and truſt to the ſtrength of her love and re- 
flection for the reſt. The ſentiments of this ſenſible 
young woman, on this as well as on almoſt every other 
ſubject, perfectly agreed with mine; I thanked her for 
the care the took of my intereſts, and promiſing to be- 
have myſelf according to her direction, we parted, after 
the had aſſured me, that I might depend upon her beſt 
offices with her miſtreſs, and that ſhe would from time 
to time communicate to me ſuch intelligence as ſhe 
ſhould procure relating to my flame. Having dreſ- 
ſed myſelf to the beſt advantage, I waited for the time 
of dinner with the moſt fearful impatience; and as the 


hour drew nigh, my heart beat with ſuch increaſed ve- 


locity, and my ſpirits contracted ſuch diſorder, that I 
began to ſuſpect my reſolution, and even to wiſh myſelf 
diſengaged. At laſt Mr Freeman called at my lodgings, 
in his way, and I accompanied him to the houſe where 
all my happineſs was depoſited. We were very kindly 
received by the ſquire, who ſat ſmoking his pipe in a 
parlour, and aſked if we choſe to drink any thing before 
dinner: Though I never had more occaſion for a cor- 
dial, I was aſhamed to accept his offer, which was allo 
refuſed by my friend. We fat down, however, and en- 
tered into converſation, which laſted half an hour, ſo 
that I had time to recollect myſelf; and, ſo capricious 
were my thoughts, even to hope that Narciſſa would 
not appear when all of a ſudden, a ſervant coming in, 
gave us notice that dinner was upon the table—and my 
perturbation returned with ſuch violence, that I could 
ſcarce conceal it from the company as I aſcended the 
ſtair-caſe. When I entered the dining- room, the firſt 
object that ſaluted my ravithed eyes was the divine Nar- 


ciſſa, bluſhing like Aurora, adorned with all the graces 


that meekneſs, innocence, and beauty can diffuſe | I was 
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ſeized with a giddineſs, my knees tottered, and I ſcarce 
had ſtrength enough to perform the ceremony of ſalu- 
tation, when her brother, {lapping me on the ſhoulder, 
cried, „ Meaſter Randan, that there is my ſiſter.” 1 
approached her with eagerneſs and fear; but in the mo- 
ment of our embrace, my ſoul was agonized with rap- 
ture! It was a lucky circumſtance for us both, that my 
entertainer was not endued with an uncommon ſtock of 
penetration; for our mutual confuſion was ſo manifeſt, 
that Mr Freeman perceived it, and as we went home 
together, congratulated me on my good fortune. But 
ſo far was Bruin from entertaining the leaſt ſuſpicion, 
that he encouraged me to begin a converſation with my 


miſtreſs in a language unknown to him, by telling her, 
that he had brought a gentleman who could jabber with 


her in French and other foreign lingos, as faſt as the 
pleaſed; then turning to me, ſaid, « Odds bods! I wiſh 
you would hold diſcourſe with her in your French or 
Italiano, and tell me if ſhe underſtands it as well as ſhe 
would be thought to do—there's her aunt and ſhe will 
chatter together whole days in it, and I can't have a 
mouthful of Engliſh for love or money.” I conſulted 
the look of my amiable miſtreſs, and found her averſe 
to his propoſal, which ſhe declined with a ſweetneſs of 
denial peculiar to herſelf, as a piece of diſreſpect to that 
part of the company which did not underſtand the lan- 
guage in queſtion. As I had the happineſs of fitting 
oppoſite to her, I feaſted my eyes much more than my 
palate, which the tempted in vain with the moſt delici- 
ous bits carved by her fair hand, and recommended by 


her perſuaſive tongue; but all my other appetites were 


ſwallowed up in the immenſity of my love, which I fed 
by gazing inceſſantly on the delightful object. Dinner 
was ſcarce ended, when the ſquire became very drouſy, 


and, after ſeveral dreadful yawns, got up, ſtretched him- 


ſelf, took two or three turns acroſs the room, begged 
we would allow him to take a ſhort nap, and having 
laid a ſtrong injunction on his ſiſter to detain us till his 
return, went to his repoſe without further ceremony. 
He had not been gone many minutes, when Freeman, 
gueſſing the ſituation of my heart, and thinking he 
could not do me a greater favour than to leave me alone 
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with Narciſſa, pretended to recollect himſelf all of a ſud- 
den, and ſtarting up, begged the lady's pardon for half 


an hour, for he had luckily remembered an engagement 


of ſome conſequence, that he muſt perform at that in- 
ſtant; ſo ſaying, he took his leave, promiſing to come 
back time enough for tea, leaving my miſtreſs and me in 
great confuſion: Now that I enjoyed an opportunity of 
diſcloſing the pantings of my ſoul, I had not power to 
uſe it. I ſtudied many pathetic declarations, but when 
T attempted to give them utterance, my tongue denied 


its office; and ſhe fat filent, with a downcaſt look full 


of anxious alarm, her boſoni heaving with expeCtation 
of {ome great event. At length I endeavoured to put 


an end to this ſolemn pauſe, and began with, « It 1s very 


ſurpriſing, Madam,” — Here the ſound dying away, I 
made a full ſtop—while Narcifla ſtarting, bluſhed, and, 
with a timid accent, anſwered, « Sir?“ Confounded at 
this note of interrogation, I pronounted, with the moſt 
ſheepiſh baſhfulneſs, “ Madam!” To which ſhe replied, 
J beg pardon—1 thought you had ſpoke to me. 

Another pauſe enſued—I made another effort; and 
though my voice faltered very much at the beginning, 
made ſhift to expreſs myſelf in this manner: I ſay, 
Madam, *tis very ſurpriſing that love ſhould act ſo incon- 
ſiſtent with itſelf, as to deprive its votarics of the uſe of 
their faculties when they have moſt need of them. 
Since the happy occaſion of being alone with you pre- 
ſented itſelf, I have made many unſucceſsful attempts to 
declare a paſſion for the lovelieſt of her ſex—a' paſſion 
which took poſſeſſion of my ſoul, while my cruel fate 
compelled me to wear a ſervile diſguiſe ſo unſuitable to 
my birth, ſentiments, and, let me add, my deſerts; yet 
favourable in one reſpect, as it furniſhed me with oppor- 
tunities of ſeeing and adoring your perfections— Ves, 
Madam, it was then your dear idea entered my boſom, 
where it has lived unimpaired in the midſt of numberleſs 
cares, and animated me'againſt a thouſand dangers and 
calamities.” While I ſpoke thus, ſhe concealed her face 
with her fan, and when I ceaſed ſpeaking, recovering 
herſelf from the moſt beautiful confuſion, told me, ſhe 
thought herſelf very much obliged by my favourable 
opinion of her, „ and that ſhe was very ſorry to hear 1 had 
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been unfortunate. Encouraged by this gentle reply, I 
proceeded, owned myſelf ſufficiently recompenſed by 
her kind compaſſion for what I had undergone, and 
declared that the future happineſs of my life depend- 
ed ſolely upon her. „ Sir (ſaid the), I ſhould be 
very ungrateful, if, after the ſignal protection you 
once afforded me, I ſhould refuſe to contribute to- 
wards your happineſs, in any reaſonable condeſcenſion.“ 
Tranſported at this acknowledgment, I threw myſelf at 
her feet, and begged the would regard my paſſion with a 
favourable eye: She was alarmed at my behaviour, in- 
treated me to riſe, leſt her brother ſhould diſcover me 
in that poſture, and to ſpare her, for the preſent, up- 
on a ſubject for which ſhe was altogether unprepared. 
in conſequence of this remonſtrance, I roſe, aſſuring 
her I would rather die than diſobey her; but in the 
mean time begged her to conſider how precious the mi- 


nutes of this opportunity were, and what reſtraint I put 


upon my inclinations in ſacrificing them to her deſire. 
She ſmiled with unſpeakable ſweetneſs, and ſaid there 
would be no want of .opportunities, provided I could 
maintain the good opinion her brother had conceived 
of me; and I, enchanted by her charms, ſeized her 
hand, which I well nigh devoured with kiſſes. But ſhe 
checked my boldneſs with a ſeverity of countenance, 
and defired I would not ſo far forget myſelf to her as 
to endanger the efteem the had for me; ſhe reminded 
me of our being almoſt ſtrangers to each other, and of 
the neceſſity there was for her knowing me better be- 
fore the could take any reſolution in my favour; and, 
in ſhort, mingled ſo much good ſenſe and complacency 
in her reproof, that I became as much enamoured of 
her underſtanding, as I had been before of her beauty, 


and aſked pardon for my preſumption with the utmoſt 


reverence of conviction. She forgave my offence with 
her uſual affability; and ſealed my pardon with a look 
fo full of bewitching tenderneſs, that for ſome minutes 
my ſenſes were loſt in extacy! I afterwards endeavoured 
to regulate my behaviour according to her deſire, and 
turn the converſation. upon a more indifferent ſubject ; 
But her preſence was an unſurmountable obſtacle to 
my deſign ; while I beheld ſo much excellence, I found 
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It impoſſible to call my attention from the contemplation 


of it! I gazed with unutterable fondneſs! I grew mad 


with admiration! « My condition is inſupportable ! 


(cried I), I am diſtracted with paſſion ! why are you ſa 
exquiſitely fair? Why are you ſo enchantingly good? 
Why has nature dignified you with charms ſo much 


above the ſtandard of women? and, wretch that I am, 


how dares my unworthineſs aſpire to the een of 
ſuch perfection?“ 
SHE was ſtartled at my ravings, reaſoned down my 


trantport, and by her irreſiſtible eloquence ſoothed my 


foul into a ſtate of tranquil felicity; but, left I might ſuffer 


2 relapſe, induſtriouſſy promoted other ſubjects to enter- 


tain my imagination. She chid me for having omitted 
to enquire about her aunt, who (ſhe aſſured me) in the 
midſt of all her abſence of temper, and detachment 
from common affairs, often talked of me with uncom- 
mon warmth. I profeſſed my veneration for the good 
lady, excuſed my omiſſion, by imputing it to the vio- 
tence of my love, which engroſſed my whole ſoul, and 
defired to know the ſituation of her health. Upon 
which the amiable Narcifla repeated what I had heard 
before, of her marriage, with all the tenderneſs for her 
reputation that the ſubject would admit of; told me ſhe 
lived with her huſband hard by, and was ſo much af- 
flicted with the dropſy, and waſted by a conſumption, 
that ſhe had ſmall hopes of her recovery. Having ex- 
preſſed my ſorrow for her diſtemper, I queſtioned her 
about my good friend Mrs Sagely, who I learned (to my 
great ſatisfaction) was ſtill in good health, and who had, 

by the encomiums ſhe beſtowed upon me after I was 
gone, confirmed the favourable impreſſions my behaviour 
at parting had made on Narciſſa's heart. The circum- 
ſtance introduced an inquiry into the conduct of Sir Ti- 
mothy Thicket, who (ſhe informed me) had found 
means to incenſe her brother ſo much againſt me, that 
the found it impoſlible to undeceive him; but, on the 
contrary, fuffered very much in her own character by 
his ſcandalous inſinuations : That the whole pariſh was 
alarmed, and aCtually in purſuit of me; ſo that the had 
been jn the utmoſt conſternation upon my account, well 
knowing how little my own innocence, and her teſti- 
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mony, would have weighed with the i ignorance, preju- 


dice, and brutality of thoſe who muſt have judged me, 
had I been apprehended. That Sir Timothy, having 
been ſeized with a fit of the apoplexy, from which with 
great difficulty he was recovered, began to be apprehen- 
five of death, and to prepare himſelf accordingly for 
that great event; as a ſtep to which he ſent for her bro- 
ther, owned with great contrition the brutal deſign he 
had upon her, and of conſequence acquitted me of the 
aſſault, robbery, and correſpondence with her, which he 
had laid to my charge; after which confeſſion he lived 
about a month in a languiſhing condition, and was car- 
ried off by a ſecond aſſault. 

EvERY word that this dear creature ſpoke rivetted 
the chains with which ſhe held me enſlaved : My miſ- 
chievous fancy began to work, and the tempeſt of my 
paſſion to wake again; when the return of Freeman de- 
ſtroyed the tempting opportunity, and enabled me to 
quell the riſing tumult. A little while after, the ſquire 
ſtaggered into the room, rubbing his eyes, and called 
for his tea, which he drank out of a ſmall bowl, quali- 
Ged with brandy, while we took it in the uſual way. 
Narciſſa left us in order to viſit her aunt; and when 
Freeman and I propoſed to take our leave, the fox- 
hunter inſiſted on our ſpending the evening at his houſe 
with ſuch obſtinacy of affection, that we were obliged 
to comply. For my own part, I ſhould have been glad 
of the invitation, by which, in all likelihood, I ſhould 
be bleſſed with more of his. ſiſter” company, hind I not 
been afraid of riſking her eſteem, by entering into a de- 
bauch of drinking with him, which, from the know- 


ledge of his character, I foreſaw would happen; but 


there was no remedy. I was forced to rely upon the 


ſtrength of my conſtitution, which I hoped would reſiſt 


intoxication longer than the ſquire's, and to truſt to the 
good-nature and diſcretion of my miſtreſs for the reſt. 

Oos entertainer, reſolving to begin by times, ordered 
the table to be furniſhed with liquor and glaſſes imme- 
diately after tea; but we abſolutely refuſed to ſet in for 
drinking ſo ſoon, and prevailed upon him to paſs away 
an hour or two at whiſt, in which we engaged as ſoon 


as Narcifla returned. The ſavage and J happened to 


— — — 


2 


— — we 4 


i * 
AMR 


—— 1 
c — 
wy 


8 a — — 1 — Pn 1 = 
— . SITS — — — — — 
” 2 * 
— — — +. FE; — — — OA 2 — 
. —— — 2 = 
— oa w — — 
3 q - — — 


— 


* — 


= — cent * — 
—— - — Ee RT nn — 
p ———— — — 


8 - — —ę—V— " 2 5 — 
—— 8 ͤ ˙ A ——— — 
P - x — — and — — = ” 2 2 = 


2 


292 The ADVENTURES of 

be partners at firſt; and as my thoughts were wholly 
employed in a more intereſting game, I played ſo ill, 
that he loſt all patience, ſwore bitterlyz and threatened 
to call for wine if they would not grant him another aſ- 
ſociate. This deſire was gratified, and Narciffa and I 
were of a ſide; he won for the ſame reaſon that made 
him loſe before; I was fatisfied, my lovely partner did 
not repine, and the time flipped away very agreeably, 
until we were told that ſupper was ſerved in another 
room. 

TEE ſquire was enraged to find the evening ſo un- 
profitably ſpent, and wreaked his vengeance on the 
cards, which he tore, and committed to the flames with. 
many execrations, threatening to make us redeem our 
loſs with a large glaſs and quick circulation; and indeed 
we had no ſooner ſupped, and my charmer withdrawn, 
than he began to put his threats in execution. Three 
bottles of port (for he drank no other ſort of wine) were. 
placed before us, with as many water-glaſſes, which were 
immediately filled to the brim, after his example, by 
each out of his reſpective allowance, and emptied in a 
trice, to the beſt in Chriſtendam. Though I ſwallowed 
this and the next as faſt as the glaſs could be repleniſh- 
ed, without heſitation or ſhew of reluctance, I perceived 
that my brain would not be able to bear many bumpers 
of this ſort z and, dreading the perſeverance of a cham- 
pion who began with ſuch vigour, I determined to make 
up for the deficiency of my ſtrength by a ſtratagem, 
which I actually put in practice when the ſecond courſe 
of bottles was called for. The wine being ſtrong and 
heady, I was already a good deal. diſcompoſed by the 
diſpatch we had made, Freeman's eyes began to reel,' 
and Bruin himfelf was elevated into a ſong, which he 
uttered with great vociferation. When I therefore ſaw 
the {econd round brought in, I aſſumed a gay air, en- 
tertained him with a French catch on the tubject of 
drinking, which, though he did not underſtand it, de- 
lighted him highly, and telling him that your choice 
{pirits at Paris never troubled themſelves with glaſſes, 
aſked if he had not a bowl or cup in the houſe that 
would contain a whole quart of wine. Odds niggers | 


(cried he), I have a filver caudle cup that holds juſt the 
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quantity, for all the world—fetch it hither, Numps.” 
The veſſel being produced, I bade him decant his bottle 
into it, which he having done, I nodded in a very deli- 
berate manner, and ſaid, “ Pledge you.“ He ſtared at 
me for ſome time, and crying, «© What] all at one pull, 
Meaſter Randan !“ -I anſwered, “At one pull! Sir,— 
you are no milk-ſop—we ſhall do you juſtice.” « Shall 


you (faid he, ſhaking me by the hand), odd then, I'll ſee 


it out, an't were a mile to the bottom. Here's to our 
better acquaintance, Meaſter Randan.” 80 ſaying, he 
applied it to his lips, and emptied it in a breath. I 
knew the effect of it would be almoſt inſtantaneous 
therefore, taking the cup, began to diſcharge my bottle 
into it, telling him he was now qualified to drink with 
the Cham of Tartary. I had no ſooner pronounced 
theſe words, than he took umbrage at them, and, after 
ſeveral attempts to ſpit, made ſhift to ſtutter out, A 
t for your Chams of 'I'—Tartary ! I am a ft—f—free- 
born Engliſhman, worth th— three thouſand a year, and 
value no man, damme !” Then dropping his jaw, and 
fixing his eyes, he hickuped aloud, and fell upon the 
floor as mute as a flounder. Mr Freeman, heartily glad 
at his defeat, afliſted me in carrying him to bed, where 
we left him to the care of his ſervants, and went home 
to our reſpective habitations, congratulating each other 
on our good fortune. 


CHAPTER III. 


Iifs Williams informs me of Narcifſa's approbation of 


my flame I appeaſe the ſquire—write to my miſtreſs, 
am bleſſed with an anſwer—beg leave of her brother t9 
dance with her at a ball; obtain his conſent and hers — 
enjoy a private converſation. with her—am perplexed 
with refletions—have the honour of appearing her part= 
ner at a ball iu are complimented by a certain noble- 
man he diſcovers ſome ſymptoms of a paſſron for Narciſſu 
—1[ am flung with jealouſy—Narcifſa alarmed, retires— 
1 obſerve Melinda in the company—the ſquire 1s capti- 
vated by her beauty. | 
| WAS met next morning, at the uſual place, by Miſs 
Williams, who gave me joy of the progreſs I had 
made in the affection of her miſtreſs, and bleſſed me 
Vol. I. Eee 
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with an account of that dear creature's converſation 
with her, after ſhe had retired the night before from 
our company. I could ſcarce believe her information, 
when ſhe recounted her expreſſions in my favour, ſo 
much more warm and paſſionate were they than my 
moſt ſanguine hopes had preſaged; and was particularly 
pleaſed to hear that ſhe approved of my behaviour to 
her brother after ſhe withdrew. Tranſported at the 
news of my happineſs, I preſented my ring to the meſ- 
ſenger, as a teſtimony of my gratitude and ſatisfaction ; 
but ſhe was above ſuch mercenary conſiderations, and 
refuſed my compliment with ſome reſentment, ſaying 
ſhe was not a little mortified to ſee my opinion of her 
ſo low and contemptible. I did myſelf a piece of juſtice 
by explaining my behaviour on this head, and, to con- 
vince her of my eſteem, promiſed to be ruled by her 
directions in the proſecution of the whole affair, which 
I had ſo much at heart, that the repoſe of my life de- 
pended upon the conſequence. 

As I fervently wiſhed for another interview, where I 
might pour out the effuſions of my love without danger 
of being interrupted, and perhaps reap ſome endearing 
return from the queen of my deſires, I implored her 
advice and aſſiſtance in promoting this event: But ſhe 
gave me to underſtand, that Narciſſa would make no 
precipitate compliances of this kind, and that I would 
do well to cultivate her brother's acquaintance, in the 
courſe of which I ſhould not want opportunities of remo- 
ving that reſerve which my miſtreſs thought herſelf obli- 
ged to maintain during the infancy of our correſpondence. 
In the mean time ſhe promiſed to tell her lady, that I had 
endeavoured, by preſents and perſuaſions, to prevail upon 
her (Miſs Williams) to deliver a letter from me, which 
ſhe had refuſed to charge herſelf with, until ſhe ſhould 
know Narciſſa's ſentiments of the matter; and faid, by 
theſe means ſhe did not doubt of being able to open a 
literary communication between us, which could not 
fail of introducing more intimate connections. 

I ayÞROVED of her counſel, and our appointment be- 
ing renewed for next day, left her with an intent of fall- 
ing upon ſome method of being reconciled to the ſquire, 
who, I ſuppoſed, would be offended with the trick we 


RODERICK RANDOM 395 


had put upon him. With this view, I conſulted Free- 
man, who, from his knowledge of the fox-hunter's diſ- 
poſition, aſſured me there was no other method of pa- 


cifying him, than that of ſacrificing ourſelves, for one 


night, to an equal match with him in drinking: This 
,expedient I found myſelf neceſſitated to comply with, 
for the intereſt of my paſſion, and therefore determined 
to commit the debauch at my own lodgings, that I might 
run no riſk of being diſcovered by Narcifla in a ſtate 
of brutal degeneracy. Mr Freeman, who was to be 
of the party, went at my deſire to the ſquire, in order 
to engage him, while I took care to furniſh myſelf for 
his reception. My invitation was accepted, my gueſts 
honoured me with their company in the evening, when 
Brain gave me to underſtand that he had drank many 
tuns of wine in his life, but was never ſerved ſuch a 
trick as I had played upon him the night before. I 
promiſed to atone for my treſpaſs, and having ordered 
to every man his bottle, began the conteſt with a bum- 


per to the health of Narciſſa. The toaſts circulated 


with great devotion, the liquor began to operate, our 
mirth grew noiſy, and as Freeman and I had the ad- 
vantage of drinking ſmall French claret, the ſavage was 
effectually tamed before our ſenſes were in the leaſt 
affected, and carried home in an apoplexy of drunken- 
neſs. | | 

I was next morning, as uſual, favoured with a 
viſit from my kind and punctual confidante, who 
telling me ſhe was permitted to receive my letters for 
her miſtreſs, I took up the pen immediately, and 
following the firſt dictates of my paſſion, wrote as 
follows : 


« Dear Madam, 


« WERE it poſſible for the powers of utterance to 
reveal the ſoft emotions of my ſoul; the fond anxiety, 
the glowing hopes, the chilling fears, that rule my breaſt 
by turns; I ſhould need no other witneſs than this pa- 
per, to evince the purity and ardour of that flame your 
charms have kindled in my heart. But, alas! expreſſion 


wrongs my love! I am inſpired with conceptions that 


no language can convey! Your beauty fills me with 
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wonder! your un derſtanding with raviſhment, and your 
goodneſs with adoration! I am tranſported with deſire, 
diſtracted with doubts, and tortured with impatience! 
Suffer me then, lovely arbitreſs of my fate, to approach 
you in perſon, to breathe in ſoft murmurs my paſſion 
to your ear, to offer the ſacrifice of a heart overflow- 


ing with the moſt genuine and difintereſted love; to 


aze with extacy on the divine object of my wiſhes, to 
Far the muſic of her enchanting tongue! and to rejoice 
in her ſiniles of approbation, which will baniſh the moſt 
intolerable ſuſpence from the boſom of 
| Your enraptured 


R R * 


HAVING finiſhed this effuſion, I committed it to the 
care of my faithful friend, with an injunction to ſecond 
my intreaty with all her eloquence and influence; and 
in the mean time went to dreſs, with an intention of 
viſiting Mrs Snapper and Miſs, whom I had utterly ne- 
glected, and indeed almoſt forgot, ſince my dear Nar- 
ciſſa had reſumed the empire of my ſoul. The old 
gentlewoman received me very kindly, and Miſs affect- 
ed a frankneſs and gaiety, which, however, I could 
eaſily perceive were forced and diſſembled; among 


other things, ſhe pretended to joke me upon my paſſion 


for Narcifla, which ſhe averred was no ſecret, and aſk- 
ed if I intended to dance with her at the next aſſem- 
bly. I was a good deal concerned to find myſelt be- 
come the town-talk on this ſubject, leſt the ſquire, hav- 
ing notice of my inclinations, thould diſapprove of them, 
and, by breaking off all correſpondence with me, deprive 
me of the opportunities I now enjoyed. But I reſolved 
to ule the intereſt I had with him, while it laſted ; and 
that very night meeting him occaſionally, aſked his 
permiſlion to ſolicit her company at the ball, which 
he very readily granted, to my inexpreflible ſatisfac- 
tion. | 

HavixG been kept awake the greateſt part of the 
night, by a thouſand delightful reveries that took poſ- 
{ethion of my fancy, I got up by times, and flying to 
the place of rendezvous, had in a little time the plea- 
{ure of ſceing Miſs Williams approach with a ſmile on 
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her countenance, which I interpreted into a good omen. - 


Neither was I miſtaken in my preſage: She preſented 
me with a letter from the idol of my ſoul, which, af- 
ter having kiſſed it devoutly, I opened with the utmoſt 
eagerneſs, and was bleſſed with her approbation in theſe 
terms: | 


« 81 R, 

« TO fay I look upon you with indifference, would 
be a piece of diſſimulation, which I think no decorum 
requires, and no cuſtom can juſtify. As my heart ne- 
ver felt an imprefſion that my tongue was aſhamed to 
declare, I will not ſcruple to own myſelf pleaſed with 
your paſſion, confident of your integrity, and ſo well 
convinced of my own diſcretion, that I ſhould not heſi- 
tate in granting you the interview you deſire, were I not 
overawed by the prying curiolity of a malicious world, 
the cenſure of which might be fatally prejudicial to the 
reputation of 
| Your 20 

NARCISSA.” 


No anchorite in the extacy of devotion ever adored 
a relique with more fervour than that with which I 
kiſſed this inimitable proof of my charmer's candour, 
generoſity, and affection! I read it over an hundred 
times; was raviſhed with her confeſſion in the begin- 
ning; but the ſubſcription of Your Narciſſa, yielded 
me ſuch delight as I had never felt before. My hap- 
pineſs was {till increaſed by Miſs Williams, who bleſſed 
me with a repetition of her lady's tender expreſſions 
in my favour, when ſhe received and read my letter. In 
ſhort, I had all the reaſon in the world to believe that 
this gentle creature's boſom was poſſeſſed by a paſſion 
for me, as warm, though perhaps not ſo impetuous, as 
mine for her. | 

I 1iNFORMED my friend of the ſquire's conſent to 
my dancing with Narciſſa at the ball, and defired her 


to tell her miſtreſs; that I would do myſelf the honour . 


of viſiting her in the afternoon, in conſequence of his 
permiſſion, when I hoped to find her as indulgent as 
her brother had been complaiſant in that particular. 
Miſs Williams expreſſed a good deal of joy, at hearing 


4 a - 4 = 2 A K. hb 
XI = ; © 


* <1 * « 8 — 
. REES Ln" Oo I Ln 
| I —_ 


pages 


: 8 ov 
_— _— — — — — — — _ — 
(IN 6 3 S3. EEE ACS 
5 72 —— — , — . — — 8 mn 2 
. . \ 7 be » + ro 3 
"£ $3342 4 IF MR EE IS . — — n 
* Dr ” —_—_— 


2 = . — N 3 
y —— — — — — RRR Ps = 
2 r — . +... As - — — by h 
02, * : — — ws Air 8 rs * 
—— — q — — - — — — — 
— — 2 — — — — 7 — —— — — — 2 2 PE” 
— — — N — * . yah — — - - 
—— os — — _ . 
_ — - — 4 . 4 


— —— 
2 — 


— — 


398 The ADVENTURES ff 

I was ſo much in favour with the fox-hunter, and ven- 
tured to aſſure me, that my viſit would be very agree- 
able to my miſtreſs, the rather becauſe Bruin was engaged 
to dine abroad. This was a circumſtance, which, I 
ſcarce need ſay, pleaſed me. I went immediately to the 
long-room, where I found him, and affecting to know 
nothing of his engagement, told him, I would do my- 
{elf the pleaſure to wait upon him in the afternoon, 
and to preſent his ſifter with a ticket for the ball. He 
ſhook me by the hand, according to cuſtom, and giving 
me to underſtand that he was to dine abroad, deſired 
me to go and drink tea with Narciſſa notwithſtanding, 
and promited to prepare her for my viſit in the mean 
time. 

EveRY thing ſucceeding thus to my with, I waited 
with incredible impatience for the time, ich no ſooner 
arrived, than I haſtened to the ſcene, which my fancy 
had pre· occupied long before. I was introduced ac- 
_ eordingly to the dear enchantreſs, whom I found accom- 

Panied by Miſs Williams, who, on pretence of ordering 
tea, retired at my approach. 'This favourable accident, 
which alarmed my whole ſoul, difordered her alſo. 1 
found myſelf actuated by an irreſiſtible impulſe; I ad- 
vanced to her with eagerneſs and awe; and, profiting 
by the confuſion that prevailed over her, claſped the 
fair angel in my arms, and imprinted a glowing kifs 
upon her lips, more ſoft and fragrant than the dewy 
roſe- bud juſt burſting from the ſtem! Her face was in 
an inftant covered with bluſthes—her eyes ſparkled with 
reſentment—T threw myſelf at her feet, and implored 
her pardon. Her love became advocate in my cauſe; 
her look ſoftened into forgiveneſs, the raiſed me up, 
and chid me with ſo much ſweetneſs of diſpleaſure, 
that I ſhould have been tempted to repeat the offence, 
had not the coming in of a ſervant with the tea-board 
prevented my preſumption. While we were ſubject to 
be interrupted or overheard, we converſed about the 
approaching ball, at which the promiſed to grace me 
as a partner; but when the equipage was removed, 
and we were left alone, I reſumed the more intereſting 
theme, and expreſſed myſelf with ſuch tranſport and 
agitation, that my miſtreſs, fearing I would commit 
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ſome extravagance, rung the bell for her maid, whom 
the detained in the room, as a check upon my vivaci- 
ty: I was not ſorry for this precaution, becauſe I 
could unboſom myſelf without reſerve before Mliſs 
Williams, who was the confidante of us both. I there- 
fore gave a looſe to the inſpirations of my paſſion, which 
operated ſo ſucceſsfully upon the tender affections of 
Narciſſa, that ſhe laid aſide the conſtraint ſhe had 
hitherto wore, and bleſſed me with the moſt melting 
declaration of her mutual flame! It was impoflible 
for me to forbear taking the advantage of this en- 
dearing condeſcenfion. She now gently yielded to my 
embraces, while I, encircling all that I held dear 
within my arms, taſted in advance the joys of that 
paradiſe, I hoped in a little time wholly to poſſeſs! 
—We {ſpent the afternoon in all the extacy of hope 
that the moſt fervent love, exchanged by mutual vows, 
could inſpire ; and Miſs Williams was ſo much affected 
with our chaſte careſſes, which recalled the ſad remem- 
brance of what ſhe was, that her eyes were filled with 
tears. 

THE evening being pretty far advanced, I forced 
myſelf from the dear object of my flame, who indulged 
me in a tender embrace at parting; and repairing to 
my lodgings, communicated to my friend Strap every 
circumitance of my happineſs, which tilled him with 
ſo much pleaſure, that it ran over at his eyes; and he 
prayed heartily, that no envious devil might, as for- 
merly, daſh the cup of blefling from my lip. When 
I reflected on what had happened, and eſpecially on 
the unreſerved proteſtations of Narciſſa's love, I could 
not help being amazed at her omitting to enquire into 
the particular circumſtances of life and fortune of one 
whom ſhe had favoured with her affection, and I be- 
gan to be a little anxious about the ſituation of her 
finances, well knowing that I ſhould do an irreparable 
injury to the perſon my ſoul held moſt dear, if I ſhould 
eſpouſe her, without being able to {ſupport her in the 
rank which was certainly her due. I had heard indeed, 


while I ſerved her aunt, that her father had left her a 


conſiderable ſum; and that every body believed ſhe 
would inherit the greateſt part of her kinſwoman's 
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dowry but I did not know how far ſhe might be re- 
ſtricted by the old gentleman's will, in the enjoyment 
of what he left her; and I was too well informed of 
the virtuoſo's late conduct, to think my miſtreſs could 
have any expectations from that quarter. I confided, 
however, in the good ſenſe and policy of my charmer, 
who, I was ſure, would not conſent to unite her fate 
with mine, before ſhe had fully conſidered and provi- 
ded for the conſequence. 

Tux ball night being arrived, I dreſſed myſelf in a 
ſuit I had reſerved for ſome grand occaſion ; and ha- 
ving drank tea with Narcifla and her brother, conducted 
my angel to the ſcene, where ſhe in a moment eclipſed 
all her female competitors for beauty, and attracted 
the admiration of the whole aſſembly. My heart dilated 
with pride on this occaſion, and my triumph rejected 
all bounds, when, after we had danced together, a cer- 
tain nobleman, remarkable for his figure and influence 
in the beau monde, came up, and in the hearing of all 
preſent, honoured us with a very particular compliment, 
upon our accompliſhments and appearance; but this 
tranſport was ſoon checked, when I perceived his Lord- 
ſhip attach himſelf with great aſſiduity to my miſtreſs, 
and fay ſome warm things, which, I thought, ſavour- 
ed too much of paſſion. It was then I began to feel 
the pangs of jealouſy—I dreaded the power and ad- 
dreſs of my rival—I ſickened at his diſcourſe; when 
ſhe opened her lips to anſwer, my heart died within 
me. When ſhe ſmiled, I felt the pains of the damned 
I was enraged at his preſumption; I curſed her com- 
plaiſance ; at length he quitted her, and went to the o- 
ther ſide of the room. Nareiſſa ſuſpecting nothing of 
the rage that inflamed me, put ſome queſtions to me, 
as ſoon as he was gone, to which I made no reply, but 
afſlumed-a grim look, which too well denoted the agita- 
tion of my breaſt, and ſurpriſed her not a little. She 
no fooner obſerved my emotion, than the changed 
colour, and aſked what ailed me? but before I could 
make anſwer, her brother pulling me by the ſleeve, 
bade me take notice of a lady who fat fronting us, whom 
I immediately, to my vaſt aſtoniſhment, diſtinguiſhed 
to be Melinda, accompanied by her mother, and an e. 
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derly gentleman, whom I did not know. « Wounds ! 
Mr Randan (eried the Squire), is ſhe not a delicate 
piece of ſtuff? *Sdeath! I have a good mind—if I 
thought the. was a ſingle perſon” —Notwithſtanding 
the perplexity I was in, I had reflection enough to fore- 
ſee that my paſſion might ſuffer greatly by the preſence 
of this lady, who in all probability would revenge her- 
ſelf upon me for having formerly diſgraced her, by 
ſpreading reports to my prejudice. I was therefore 
alarmed at theſe ſymptoms of the Squire's admiration ; 
and for {ome time did not know what reply to make, 
when he aſked my opinion of her beauty: At length 
I came to a determination, and told him that her 
name was Melinda, that ſhe had a fortune of ten thou- 
{and pounds, and was ſaid to be under promiſe of mar- 
riage to a certain Lord, who deferred his nuptials a few 
months until he ſhould be of age : I thought this piece 
of intelligence, which 1 had myſelf invented, would 
have hindered him effectually from entertaining any far- 
ther thoughts of her; but I was egregiouſly miſtaken. 
The fox-hunter had too much ſelf-ſufficiency to deſpair 
of ſucceſs againſt any competitor on earth. He there- 
fore made light of her engagement, ſaying, with a ſmile 
of ſelf-approbation, « Mayhap the will change her mind 
—what ſignifies his being a Lord? I think myſelf as 
good a man as e'er a Lord in Chriſtendom;—and Il 
fee if a commoner worth three thouſand a year won't 
ſerve her turn.” This determination ſtartled me not a 
little; I knew he would ſoon diſcover the contrary of 
what I advanced; and as I believed he would find her 
ear open to his addreſſes, did not doubt of meeting 
with every obſtacle in my amour that her malice could 
invent, and her influence execute. This reflection in- 
creaſed my chagrin. My vexation was evident. Nar- 
ciffa inſiſted on going home immediately; and as I led 
her to the door, her noble admirer, with a look full of 
languiſhment, directed to her a profound bow, which 
ſtung me to the ſoul. Before ſhe went into the chair, 
ſhe aſked, with an appearance of concern, what was the 
matter with me? and I could pronounce no more than, 
6c By heaven! I'm diſtracted.” 

o | F ff 
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CHAPTER LVIII. 

Tortured with jealouſy, I go home and abuſe Strap re- 
ceive a meſſage from Narciſſa, in conſequence of which 
T Haſten to her apartment, where her endearing afſu- 

rances baniſh all my doubts and apprehenſins—in my 

retreat diſcover ſomebody in the dark, whom, ſiiſpect- 
ing to be a ſpy, I reſolve los kill ; but, to my great 
ſurpriſe, am convinced of his being no other than Strap 
Melinda flanders me become acquainted with 
Lord Duiverwit, who entteavours to ſound me with 
regard to Narciſa—the Squire is introduced to his 
Lordſhip, and grows cold towards me] learn from 
my confidante, that this nobleman prefeſſes honourable 
love to my miſtreſs, 4vho continues faithful to me, not- 
withfanding the ſcandalous reports fhe has. heard to 
my prejudice—T am mortified with an afſurance that 

Her whole fortune depends upon the pleafure of ber 
brother — Mr Freeman condoles me on the decline 
of my character; which I windicate ſo much to his 


ſatisfaion, that he undertakes to combat fame in my 
behalf: 


AVING uttered this exclamation, at which ſhe 
ſighed, I went home in the condition of a fran- 

tic bedlamite ; and finding the fire in my apartment al- 
moſt extinguiſhed, vented my fury upon poor Strap, 
whoſe ear J pinched with ſuch violence, that he roared 
hideouſly with pain, and, when I quitted my hold, look- 
ed ſo fooliſhly aghaſt, that no unconcerned ſpectator 
could have ſeen him, without being ſeized with an im- 
moderate fit of laughter. It is true, I was ſoon ſenſible 
of the injury I had done, and aſked pardon for the out- 
rage I had committed ; upon which my faithful valet, 
ſhaking his head, ſaid, “I forgive you, and may God 
forgive you.” But he could not help ſhedding ſome. 
tears at my unkindneſs. I felt unſpeakable remorſe for 
what I had done, curſed my own ingratitude, and con- 
ſidered his tears as a reproach that my ſoul, in her pre- 
ſent diſturbance, could not bear. It ſet all my paſſions 
into a ferment, I ſwore horrible oaths without meaning 
or application, I foamed at the mouth, kicked the chairs 
about the room, and played abundance of mad pranks, 
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that frightened my friend almoſt out of his ſenſes. At 
length my tranſport ſubſided, I became melancholy, and 
wept inſenſibly. 25 
DURING this ſtate of dejection, I was ſurpriſed with 
the appearance of Miſs Williams, whom Strap, blubber- 
ing all the while, had conducted into the chamber, with- 
out giving me previous notice of her approach. She 
was extremely affected with my condition, which ſhe 
had learned from him, begged me to moderate my paſ- 
fion, ſuſpend my conjectures, and follow her to Nar- 
cifla, who deſired to fee me forthwith. That dear 
name operated upon me like a charm! I ſtarted up, 


and without opening my lips, was conducted into her 


apartment through the garden, which we entered by a 
private door. I found the adorable creature in tears |— 
{| was melted at the fight—we continued filent for ſome 


time my heart was too full to ſpeak—her ſnowy boſom. 


heaved with fond reſentment ; at laſt ſhe ſobbing cried, 
W What have I done to diſoblige you?“ My heart was 
pierced with the tender queſtion I drew near with the 
utmoſt reverence of affection I fell upon my knees 
before her, and kiſſing her hand, exclaimed, „O] thou 
art all goodneſs and perfection !—I am undone by my 
want of merit I am unwerthy to poſſeſs thy charms, 
which heaven hath deſtined for the arms of ſome more 
favoured being.” She gueſſed the cauſe of my diſquiet, 
npbraided me gently for my ſuſpicion, and gave me ſuch 
flattering aſſurances of her eternal fidelity, that all my 


doubts and fears forſook me, and peace and ſatisfaction 


reigned within my breaſt. 


AT midnight I left the fair nymph to her repoſe, and 
being let out by Miſs Williams, at the garden gate by 


which I entered, began to explore my way homeward + 


in the dark, when I heard at my back a noiſe like that 
of a baboon when he mews and chatters. I turned in- 
ſtantly, and perceiying ſomething black, concluded I was 
diſcovered by ſome ſpy employed to watch for that 
purpoſe : Arouſed at this conjecture, by which the re- 
putation of the virtuous Narcifla appeared in jeopardy, 
i drew my ſword, and would have ſacrificed him to her 
fame, had not the voice of Strap reſtrained my arm: It 
was with great difficulty = _ pronounce, . D— 
TEE 2 


4 
4! 
1 
1 * 
. 
ANI 
30 
147 
. 
* 
Iii 
10!:7 


2 Re 
— . 
= = qv SE 


404 The ADVENTURES T 
—d—do! mum-—um—um—murder me, if you pleaſe.” 
Such an effect had the cold upon his jaws, that his teeth 
rattled like a pair of caſtanets. Pleaſed to be thus un- 
deceived, I laughed at, his conſternation, and aſked what 
brought Nm thither? Upon which he gave me to un- 
derſtand, that his concern for me had induced him to 
follow me to that place, where the ſame reaſon had de- 
tained him till now; and he frankly owned, that, in 
ſpite of the eſteem be had for Miſs Williams, he began 
to be very uneaſy about me, conſidering the diſpoſition 
in which I went abroad, and if I had ſtaid much long- 
er, would have certainly alarmed the neighbourhood in 
my behalf. The knowledge of this his intention con- 
founded me] I repreſented to him the miſchievous con- 
ſequences that would have attended ſuch a raſh action, 
and cautioning him ſeverely againſt any ſuch defign for 
the future, concluded my admonition with an aſſurance, 
that, in caſe he ſhould ever act ſo madly, I would, with- 
out heſitation, put him to death. “ Have a little pa- 
tience (cried he, in a lamentable tone), your difpleaſure 
will do the buſineſs, without your committing murder.” 
J was touched with this reproachz and, as ſcon as we 
got home, made it my buſineſs to appeaſe him, by ex- 
plaining the cauſe of that tranſport during which I had 
uſed him ſo unworthily. | 

Nx r day, when I went into the long- room, I ob- 
ſerved ſeveral whiſpers circulate all of a ſudden, and 
did not doubt that Melinda had been buſy with my 
character; but I conſoled myſelf with the love of Nar- 
ciſſa, upon which I reſted with the moſt perfect confi- 
dence, and going up to the rowly-powly table, won a 
few pieces from my ſuſpected rival, who, with an eaſy 
politeneſs, entered into converſation with me, and de- 
firing my company at the coffee-houſe, treated me with 
tea and chocolate. I remembered Strutwell, and guard- 
ed againſt his inſinuating behaviour; nor was my ſu- 
ſpicion wrong placed; he artfully turned the diſcourſe 
upon Narciſſa, and endeavoured, by hinting at an in- 
trigue he pretended to be engaged in elſewhere, to learn 
what connection there was between her and me. But 
all his fineſſe was ineffectual; I was convinced of his 
diſſimulation, and gave ſuch general anfwers to his en- 
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quiries, that he was forced to drop the ſubject, and tall 
of ſomething elſe. 

WHILE we converſed in this manner, the ſavage 
came in with another gentleman, who introduced him 
to his Lordſhip; and he was received with ſuch peculiar 
marks of diſtinction, that I was perſuaded the courtier 
intended to uſe him in ſome ſhape or other; and 
from thence I drew an unlucky omen. But I had more 
cauſe to be diſmayed the following day, when I ſaw the 
ſquire in company with Melinda and her mother, who 
honoured me with ſeveral diſdainful glances; and when 
J afterwards threw myſelf in his way, inſtead of the cor- 
dial ſhake of the hand, he returned my ſalute with a 
cold repetition of “ Servant, ſervant z” which he pro- 
nounced with ſuch indifference, or rather contempt, 
that, if he had not been Narciſſa's brother, I ſhould 
have affronted him in public. : 

THESE occurrences diſturbed me not a little. I 
foreſaw the brooding ſtorm, and armed myſelf with re- 
ſolution for the occaſion; but Narciſſa being at ſtake, 
I was far from being reſigned. I could have renounced 
every other comfort of life with ſome degree of forti- 
tude; but the proſpect of loſing her diſabled all my 
philoſophy, and tortured my foul into madnels. 

Miss WILLIAMus found me next morning full of an- 
xious tumult, which did not abate, when the told me, 
that my Lord Quiverwit, having profeſſed honourable 
intentions, had been mtroduced to my lovely miſtreſs 
by her brother, who had, at the ſame time, from the in- 
formation of Melinda, ſpoke of me as an Iriſh fortune- 
hunter, without either birth or eſtate; who ſupported 
myſelf in the appearance of a gentleman by ſharping 
and other infamous practices; and who was of fuch an 
obicure origin, that I did not even know my own ex- 
traction. Though I expected all this malice, I could 
not hear it with temper, eſpecially as truth. was ſo blend- 
ed with falſchood in the aſſertion, that it would be al- 
moſt impoſlible to ſeparate the one from the other m my 
vindication. But I ſaid nothing on this head, being 
impatient to know how Narciſſa had been affected with 
the diſcovery. That generous creature, far from be- 
zicving theſe imputations, was no ſooner withdrawn with 
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her confidante, than ſhe inveighed with great warmth 
againſt the malevolence of the world, to which only ſhe 
aſcribed the whole of what had been ſaid to my diſad- 
vantage; and calling every circumſtance of my beha- 
viour to her into review before her, found every thing 
10 polite, honourable, and diſintereſted, that ſhe could 
not harbour the leaſt doubt of my being the gentleman 
I aflumed. I have indeed (ſaid the) purpoſely for- 
bore to aſk the particulars of his life, leſt the recapitu- 
lation of ſome misfortunes, which he has undergone, 
ſhould give him pain: And, as to the article of his for- 
tune, I own myſelf equally afraid of enquiring into it, 
and of diſcovering the ſituation of my own, leſt we 
Hould find ourſelves both unhappy in the explanation; 
for, alas! my proviſion is conditional, and depends en- 
tirely on my marrying with my brother's conſent,” 

I was thunderſtruck with this intelligence ; the light 
forſook my eyes, the colour vaniſhed from my cheeks, 
and I remained in a ſtate of univerſal trepidation ! My 
female friend perceiving my diſorder, encouraged me 
with aſſurances of Narcifla's conſtancy, and the hope of 
ſome accident favourable to our love; and, as a further 
conſolation, gave me to underſtand, that ſhe had ac- 
quainted my miſtreſs with the outlines of my life ; and 
that, although ſhe was no ſtranger to the preſent low 
ſtate of my tinances, her love and eſteem were rather 
increaſed than diminiſhed by the knowledge of my cir- 
cumſtances. I was greatly comforted by this alſurance, 
which ſaved me a world of confuſion and anxiety: For 
I muſt have imparted my ſituation one day to Narciſſa; 
and this tatk I could not have performed without ſhame 
and diſorder. 

As I did not doubt that, by this time, the ſcandalous 
aſperſions of Melinda were diffuſed all over the town, 
I reſolved to collect my whole ſtrength of afſurance, to 
Þrow-beat the efforts of her malice, and to publith her 
adventure with the frenchified barber, by way of re- 
priſal. In the mean time, having promiſed to be at the 
garden gate about midnight, Miſs Williams took her 
leave, bidding me repoſe myſelf entirely on the affection 
of my dear Narciſſa, which was as perfect as inviolable, 
Before I went abroad, I was viſited by Freeman, vw hs 
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came on purpoſe to inform me of the infamous ſtories 
that were raiſed at my expence. I heard them with 
great temper, and in my turn diſcloſed every thing that 
had happened between Melinda and me; and, among o- 
ther circumſtances, entertained him with the ſtory of 
the barber, letting him know what ſhare his friend Ban- 
ter had in that affair: He was convinced of the injury 
my reputation had ſuffered, and no longer doubting the 
fountain from whence this deluge of flander had flow- 
ed upon me, undertook to undeceive the town in my be- 
half, and roll the ſtream back upon its ſource z but, in 
the mean time, cautioned me from appearing in public 
while the prepoſſeſſion was ſo ſtrong againſt me, left I 
ſhould meet with fome affront that might have bad con-- 
lequences. | | 


CHAPTER LIX. 

J receive an extraordinary meſſage at the door of the long- 
room, which I however enter, and affront the ſquire, 
who threatens to take the law of me—rebuke Melinda 

for her malice—ſhe weeps with vexation—Lord Quiver- 
quit is ſevere upon me I retort his ſarcaſm—am re- 
ceived with the utmoſt tenderneſs by Narciſſa, who de- 
fires to hear the ftory of my life aue wow eternal con- 
fancy to one another I retire—am waked by a meſſen- 
ger, who brings a challenge from Quiverwuit, whom 
1 meet, engage, and. vanquiſb. * 


THANKED him for his advice, which, however, my 


pride and reſentment would not permit me to fol- 
low; for he no ſooner left me, in order to do juſtice to 
my character among his friends and acquaintance, than 
I fallied out, and went directly to the long-room. I was 
met at the door by a ſervant, who preſented to me a billet 
without a ſubſcription, importing that my preſence was 
diſagreeable to the company, and deſiring I would take 
the hint without further diſturbance, and beſtow myſelf 
elſewhere for the future. This peremptory meſſage 
filled me with indignation. I followed the fellow who 
delivered it, and ſeizing him by the collar, in preſence 
of all the company, threatened to put him inſtantly to 
death, if he did not diſcover the ſcoundrel who had 
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charged him with ſuch an irapudent/ commiſſion, that 
I might punith him as he deſerved. The meſſenger, 
affrighted at my menaces and furious looks, fell upon his 
knees, and told me, that the gentleman who ordered 
him to deliver the letter was no other than Narcifla's 
brother, who, at that time, ſtood at the other end of the 
room, talking to Melinda. I went up to bim immedi- 
ately, and, in the hearing of his inamorata, accoſted him 
in theſe Words! : Look'ee, Squire, was it not for one 
conſideration that protects you from my reſentment, I 
would cane you where you ftand, for having bad the 
preſumption to ſend me this feurrilons: intimation 3” 
which I tore to pieces, and threw in-his face: At the 
fame time darting an angry regard at his miſtreſs; I told 
her, I was ſorry the had put it out of my power to com- 
pliment her upon her invention, but at the expence of 
her good-nature and veracity. Her admirer, whoſe 
courage never roſe but in proportion to the wine he had 
ſwallowed, inſtead of reſenting my addreſs in what is 
called an honourable way, threatened to proſecute me 
for an aſſault, and took witneſſes accordingly ; ; while ſhe, 
piqued at his puſillanimous behaviour, and enraged at 
the farcaſm I had uttered againſt her, endeavoured to 
make her quarrel a public cauſe, and wept aloud with 
ſpite and vexation. The tears. of a lady could not fail 
of attracting the notice and concern of the ſpectators, to 
whom fhe complained of my rudeneſs with great bitter- 
neſs, ſaying, if ſhe was a man, I durſt not uſe her ſo. 
The greateſt part of the gentlemen; already prejudiced 
againſt me, were offended at the liberty I had taken, as 
appeared from their looks ; though none of them ſigni- 
fied their diſguſt any other way, except my Lord Quiver- 
wit, who ventured to ſay, with a ſncer, that J was in the 
Tight to eſtabliſh my own character, of which he had now 
no longer any doubt. Nettled at this ſevere equivoque, 
which raiſed a laugh at my expence, I replied with ſome 
warmth, “ I am proud.of having in that particular got 
the ſtart of your Lordfhip.” He made no anfwer to my 
repartee, but, with a contemptuous ſmile, walked off, 
leaving me in a very diſagreeable ſituation. In vain did 
I make up to ſeveral people of my acquaintance, whoſe 
converſation, I hoped, would banith my confuſion; every 
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body ſhunned me like a perſon infected, and I ſhould 
not have been able to bear my diſgrace, had not the idea 


of the ever-faithful and fond Narciſſa come to my re- 
lief. I quitted the ſcene of my mortification, and ſaun- 
tering about the town, happened to wake from my con- 
templation, when I found myſelf juſt oppoſite to a toy- 
ſhop, which I entered, and purchaſed a ring ſet with a 
ruby in the form of a heart, ſurrounded by diamond 
ſparks, for which I paid ten guineas, intending it for a 
preſent to the charmer of my ſoul.  _ | 

I was introduced, at the hour appointed, to this di- 
vine creature, who, notwithſtanding what the had heard 
to my diſadvantage, received me with the utmoſt confi- 
dence and tenderneſs; and having been informed of 
the general ſketches of my life by Miſs Williams, ex- 
preſſed a deſire of knowing the particular circumſtan- 
ces, which I related with great candour, omitting how- 
ever ſome things, that T concluded altogether improper 
for her ear, and which the reader's reflection will ealily 
ſuggeſt. As my ſtory was little elſe than a recital of 
misfortunes, the' tear of {ympathy ceaſed not to trickle 
down her enchanting eyes during the whole of the nar- 
ration, which when J had finithed, the recompented me 
for my trouble with the moſt endearing proteſtations of 
eternal love. She bewailed her reſtricted condition, as 
it was the means of retarding my happineſs; told me, 
that Lord Quiverwit, by her brother's permiſſion, had 
been to drink tea with her that very afternoon, and ac- 
tually propoſed marriage; and ſeeing me extremely af- 
fected with this piece of information, offered to give me 
a convincing proof of her affection, by eſpouſing me in 
private, and leaving the reſt to fate. I was penetrated 
with this inſtance of her regard, but that I might not be 
_ outdone in generoſity, reſiſted the bewitching tempta- 
tion, in conſideration of her honour and intereſt ; at the 
ſame time, I preſented my ring as a pledge of my in- 
violable attachment, and on my knees implored Heaven 
to ſhower its curſes on my head, if ever my heart ſhould 
entertain one thought unworthy of the patlion I then a- 
vowed. She received my token, gave me in return her 
picture in miniature, exquiſitely drawn, and let in gold; 
and in the ſame poſture called Heaven to witneſs, and 
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410 De ADVENTURES of 
ro judge her flame. Our vows being thus reciprotatly 
breathed, a confidence of hope enſued, and our mutual 
fondneſs becoming as intimate as mnocence would al- 
low, I grew in e of the progreſs of time, and it 
was morning before I could tear myſelf from this darling 
of thy ſout!—My good angel forefaw what would hap- 
pen, and permitted me to indulge myſelf on this occa- 
fon, in confideration of the fatal abfence I was doomed 
to ſuffer. N | 

I wENT to bed immediately on my return to my 
lodging, and having flept about two hears, was waked 
by Strap, who, in great confuſion; told me, there was 
a footman below with a letter, which he would deliver 
to nobody but myfelf. Alarmed at this piece of news, 
1 defired my friend to ſhew him up to my chamber, and 
teceived the following letter, which, he ſaid, required 
an immediate anſwer. g | 

«SIR, . | 7 

„WHEN any man injures my honour, let the 

difference of rank between us be ever ſo great, I am 
contented to wave the privilege of my quality, and to 
feek reparation from him on equal terms. The inſo- 
tence of your reply to me yeſterday in the long-room, 
I might have overlooked, had not your preſumptive . 
emulation in a mueh more mtereſting affair, and a diſ- 
covery which I made this morning, concurred in per- 
ſuading me to chaſtiſe your audacity with my ſword. 
If you therefore have ſpirit enough to ſupport the 
character you aſſume, you will not fail to follow the 
bearer immediately to a cenvenicnt place, where you 
thall be met by 
| 1 Quiverwit.“ 

Wukrufx J was enervated by the love and favour 
of Narcifia, or awed by the ſuperior ſtation of my 
antagoniſt, I know not, but I never had lefs inclina- 
tion to fight than at this time: However, finding 
there was a neeefſity for vindicating the reputation of 
my miſtreſs, as well as for afferting my own honour, 
I forthwith roſe, and, drefling in a hurry, put on my 
fword, bade Strap attend me, and ſet out with my con- 
duttor, curſing my bad fortune all the way, for having 
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been obſerved, in, my. return from my. angel; for fo 1 


interpreted his Lordſhip's diſcovery, When I came 
within fight of my rival, his lacquey told me, he had 
orders; to, ftqp.z, upon which, I commanded Strap, to halt 
alſo, while 1 walked forward, refolving, if pallible, ta 


come to an explanation with my challenger, before we 


ſhould come to battle. Nor was an opportunity want- 
ing; for I no ſooner approached, than he aſked, with a 
ſtern countenance, What buſine I had in Mr Tope- 
hall's garden ſo early in the morning? « I don't know, 
my Lord, (faid I), how to anſwer à queſtion put to me 
with ſuch magiſterial haughtineſs. If your Lordſhip 
will pleaſe to expoſtulate calmly, you will have 
no cauſe to repent of your condeſcenſion; other- 
wiſe, I am not to be intimidated into any confeſſion.“ 
« 'Fhere is no room fon denial (anſwered he); I ſaw 
vou come out, with, my own eyes.” „Did any other 
perſon ſee me?” (ſaid I) * I neither know nor care 
ſaid he); I want no other evidence than that of my own 
enſes.” Pleaſed to hear that the ſuſpicion was confin- 
ed to him alone, I endeavoured to, appeaſe his jealouſy, 
by owning, an intrigue with the waiting-maid ; but he 
had too much, diſcernment to be ſo eaſily impoſed up- 
on, and told me there was only one way to convince 
him of the truth of what T alledged; which, was no o- 
ther than renouacing all claim to Narciſſa upon oath, 
and promiſing, upon honour, never to ſpeak to her for 
the future. Exaſperated at this propoſal, I unſheath- 
ed my ſword, ſaying, „Heavens! what title have you, 
or any man on earth, to impoſe ſuch terms on me!“ 
He did. the ſame, and making towards me with a con- 
tracted brow, ſaid, I was a villain, and had diſho- 
noured Narciſſa. © He's a ſcandalous villain (I re- 
plied, in a tranſport of fury), who brands me with that 
imputation!. She is a thouſand times more chaſte than 
the mother that bore you; and J will affert her honour 
with my heart's blood!“ So faying, I rathed upon him 
with more eagerneſs than addreſs, and endeavouring to 
get within his. point, received a wound in my neck, 
which redoubled my rage. He excelled me in temper 
as well as, in fill, by which means he parried my thruſts 
with great calmneſs, until I had almoſt exhauſted my 
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412 The ADVENTURES / 
ſpirits; and when he perceived me beginning to flag, 
attacked me fiercely in his turn. Finding himſelf how- 
ever better oppoſed than he expected, he reſolved to 
follow his longe, and cloſe with me; accordingly, his 
ſword entered my waiſtcoat, on the fide of the breaſt 
bone, and runhing up between my ſhirt and ſkin, ap- 
peared over my left thoulder : 1 imagined that his wea- 
pon had perforated my lungs, and of conſequence that 
the wound was mortal; therefore, determined not to 
die unrevenged, I ſeized his ſhell, which was cloſe to 
my breaſt, before he could diſentangle his point, and 
keeping it faſt with my left hand, ſhortened my own 
ſword with my right, intending to run him through the 
heart ; but he received the thruſt in the left arm, which 
penetrated up to the ſhoulder-blade. Diſappointed in 
this expectation, and afraid ſtill that death would fru- 
{ſtrate my revenge, I grappled with him, and, being 
much the ſtronger, threw him upon the ground, where 
J wreſted his ſword out of his hand; and, ſo great was 
my confuſion, inſtead of turning the point upon him, 
ſtruck out three of his fore-teeth with the hilt. In the 
mean time, our ſervants ſeeing us fall, ran up to ſepa- 
rate and aftiſt us; but, before their approach, I was up- 
on my feet, and had diſcovered, that my ſuppoſed mor- 
tal wound was only a light ſcratch. - The knowledge of 
my own ſafety diſarmed me of a good deal of my re- 
ſentment, and I began to enquire with ſome concern 
into the fituation of my antagoniſt, who remained on 
the ground bleeding plentifully at his mouth and arm, 
J helped his footman to raiſe him, and having bound 
up his wound with my handkerchief, affured him it was 
not dangerous; I likewiſe reſtored his ſword, and of- 
fered to ſupport him to his houſe. He thanked me 
with an air of ſullen dignity; and whiſpering, that I 
ſhould hear from him ſoon, went away, leaning on his 
ſervant's thoulder. : 

I was ſurpriſed at this promiſe, which I conſtrued in- 
to a threat, and reſolved, if ever he ſhould call me out 
again, to uſe whatever advantage fortune might give me 
over him in another manner. In the mean time, I had 
leiſure to take notice of Strap, who ſeemed quite ſtupi- 
fied with horror : I comforted him with an aflurance 
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that J had received no damage, and explained the na- 
ture of this affair, as we walked homeward. By the 
time J had got into my apartment, I found the wound 
in my neck ſtiff and uneaſy, and a good deal of clotted 
blood run down upon my ſhirt: Upon which, I pulled 
off my coat and waiſtcoat, and unbuttoned my collar, 

that I might dreſs it with more eaſe. My friend no 
ſooner perceived my ſhirt quite dyed with blood, than 
imagining I had got at leaſt twenty thouſand wounds; 
h&zried, „O Jeſus !“ and fell flat on the floor. I 
ſtopped the bleeding with a little dry lint, and applying 
a plaſter over it, cleanfed myſelf from the gore, ſhifted 
and dreſſed, while he lay ſenſeleſs at my feet; ſo that, 
when he revovered; and ſaw me perfectly well, he could 
ſcarce believe his own eyes. Now that the danger 
was paſt, I was very well pleaſed with what had 
happened, hoping that-it would ſoon become known, 
and conſequently dignify my character not a little in 
this place. I was alſo proud of having ſhewn myſelf, in 
ſome ſhape, worthy the love of Narcifla, who, I was 
perſuaded, wo not nn, en weels of me for what 
I n done. a 
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CHAPTER EX. 


J am wife ted by Freeman, with whom r appear in pu- 
blic, and am ny EE ſent for by Lord Quiverwity 
. ephoſe preſence I quit in à paſſion—MNarcifſa is carris 
ed off by her brother ] intend to purſue him, and am 
diſſuaded by my friend—engage in play, and life all my 
money—ſet out for London—try my. fortune at the gam- 
1ng-table without ſucceſs receive a letter LP Narciſſa 
—bilk my taylor. 


HILE I tallied myſelf with theſe reflec- 

tions, the news of the duel being communicated 
by ſome unknown channel, fpread all over the town. 
I was viſited by Freeman, who teſtified his ſurpriſe at 
finding me ; for, he was told, that Lord Quiverwit be- 
ing dead of his wounds, I had abſconded, in order to 
avoid the cognizance of the law. I aſked if people 
gueſſed the occaſion of the quarrel; and underſtanding 
it was attributed to his Lordſhip's reſentment of my re- 
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44 The ADVENTURES of 

ply in the long- room, confirmed that conjecture, glad 
70 find Narcida unfuffected. My friend, after Thad al, 
faxed him that my antagoniſt was in no danger, wiſhed 
me joy of the event, than which, he ſaid, nothing could 
happen more opportunely- to ſupport the idea he had 
given of my character to his friends, among whom he 
had been very aſſiduous in my behalf. 

N the ſtrength of this aſſurance, I went with him 
to the coffee -houſe, where, I was ſaluted by a great 
many of thoſe very perſons who bad ſhunned me the 

8 and 1 bund every body making merry 

With: the ſtory of Melinda's French gallant, While 

L remained in this place, I received a meſſage from Lord 

— daſting, HT. was nof engaged, to ſee me at 
8: 3: 

TrPHERI immediately repaired, and was conducted 
to an apartment Where L was received, by his Lordſhip 
in bed. When we were left by ourſelves, he thanked 
me, in very polite terms, for having uſed the advantage 
fortune bad given me over him with ſuch moderation; 
and. aſked: pardon, for any oflence his reſentment might 
have prompted him to commit. I would, willingly 
(faid he) make you my friend; but as it is 8 | 
for me to diveſt myſelf of my paſhon for Narciſſa, l 
am too well convinced of your ſentiments, to think we 
fhalt ever agree on that ſubject, I took the liberty, 
therefore, of ſending for you, in -order to own candidly 
that I cannot help oppoſing your ſucceſs with that 
young lady; though, at the ſame time, I promiſe to re- 
gulate my RY ofition by the dictates of juſtice and ho- 
nour: This, however, I think proper to advertiſe you 
of, that ſhe has no independent fortyne, and if you 
thould even ſucceed in your addreſſes, you would: have 
the mortification to ſœe her reduced to indigene, unleſs 

you have wherewithal to ſupport her- And I am credi- 
bly informed of your incapacity. that, way Nax, I will 
confeſs, that, urged by this coniideration, I have 
acbually ſent Ke to, her brother of the progreſs I 
ſuſpect you have. made in, her affection, and deſired 
him. to take his precautions accordingly. Alarmed and 
provoked at this information, I told his Lordthip, that 
L did not ſee how he could reconcile that Piece of con- 
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Auct with his profeſſion of open dealing, and flung atray 
from him in a paſſion. t 

As 1 walked homeward, in hope of hearing from my 
miſtreſs as uſual by means of Miſs Williams, I was fur- 
pow with the waving of a handkerchief from the win- 
dow of a coach and fix that paſſed by me at full ſpeed ; 
and, upon further obſervation, I ſaw a ſervant on horfe- 
back riding after it, who, I knew by his livery, belonged 
to the ſquire. Thunderſtruck with this difcovery, the 

knowledge of my misfortune rufhed all at once upon 
my reftedtion ! I gueffed immediately that the fignal 
was made by the dear hand of Narciſſa, who, being hur- 
ried away in conſequence of Lord Quiverwit's meflhge 
to her brother, had no other method of relating her 
diſtreſs, and implotins my affiſtance. Frantic with this 
conjecture, T rim to my lodgings, ſnatched my piſtols, 
and ordered Strap to get poſt-horfes, with fuch inco- 
herence of ſpeech and diforder, that the poor valet, ter- 
rified with the ſuſpicion of another duel, inſtead of pro- 
viding what T defired, went forthwith to Freeman, who 
being informed of my behaviour, came ſtraight to my 
apartment, and conjured me fo pathetically to make 
him acquainted with the cauſe of my uneafineſs, that 1 
could not refuſe telling him my happineſs was fled with 
Narciſſa, and that T muſt retrieve her, or periſh. He repre- 
ſented the madnefs of ſuch an undertaking, and endea- 
youred to divert me from it with great ſtrength of 
| friendſhip and reafon. But all his arguments would 

Have been ineffectual, had He not put me in mind of the 
dependence I ought to have on the love of Narciſſa, and 
the attachment of her maid, who could not fail of find- 
ing opportunities to advertiſe me of their ſituation ; and 
at the fame time demonſtrated the injury my charmer's 
reputation muſt ſuffer from my precipitate retreat. 1 
was convinced and compoſed by theſe conſiderations : 
[ appeared in public with an air of tranquillity, was well 
received by the beſt company in town, and, my naisfor- 
tune taking air, condoled accordingly; while I had the 
ſatisfaction of ſeeing Melinda fo univerſally diſcounte- 
nanced, that ſhe was fain to return to London, in order 
to avoid the ſcoffs and cenſure of the ladies at: Bath. 
But though the hope of hearing from the darling of my 
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ſoul ſupported my ſpirits a little while, I began to be 
very uneaſy, when, at the end of ſeveral weeks, I found 
that expectation diſappointed. In ſhort, melancholy 
and deſpondence took poſſeſſion of my foul; and repin- 
ing at that providence, which, by acting the ſtepmother 
towards me, kept me from the fruition of my wiſhes, I 
determined, in a fit of deſpair, to riſk all I had at the 
gaming-table, with a view of acquiring a fortune ſuffi- 
cient to render me independent for life, or of plungin 
myſelf into ſuch a ſtate of miſery as would effectually 
cruſh every ambitious hope that now tortured my ima- 
gination. | 8 

ACTUATED by this fatal reſolution, IJ engaged in 
play, and, after ſome turns of fortune, found myſelf, at 
the end of three days, worth a thouſand pounds; but 
it was not my intention to ſtop here, for which cauſe 1 
kept Strap ignorant of my ſucceſs, and continued my 
career, until I was reduced to five guineas, which I 
would have hazarded alſo, had I not been aſhamed to 
fall from a bet of two hundred pounds to ſuch a petty ſum. 

HAvING thus executed my ſcheme, I went home, 
amazed to find myſelf ſo much at eaſe, and informed 
my friend Strap of my miſchance, with ſuch calmneſs, 
that he, imagining I joked, affected to receive the tidings 
with great equanimity. But both he and I found our- 
ſelves miſtaken very ſoon. I had miſinterpreted my 
own ſtupidity into deliberate reſignation, and he had 
reaſon to believe me in earneſt, when he faw me next 
morning agitated with the moſt violent deſpair, which 
he endeavoured to alleviate with all the conſolation in 
his power. 

Ix one of my lucid intervals, however, I charged him 
to take a place in the ſtage-coach for London; and in 
the mean time paid my debts in Bath, which amounted 
to thirty ſhillings only. Without taking leave of my 
friends, I embarked, Strap having the N fortune to 
find a return-horſe, and arrived in town, without having 
met with any thing remarkable on the road. While 
we croſſed Bagſhot-heath, I was ſeized with a ſort of 
inclination to retrieve my fortune, by laying paſſengers 
under contrihation in ſome ſuch place. My thoughts 
were ſo circumſtanced at this time, that I ſhould have 
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digeſted the crime of robbery, ſo righteouſly had I con- 
certed my plan, and ventured my life in the execution, 
had I not been deterred by reflecting upon the infamy 
that attends detection. 


THz apartment I formerly lived in being unengaged, 


I took poſſeſſion of it, and next day went in queſt of 
Banter, who received me with open arms, in expectation 
of having his bond diſcharged to his liking: But when 
he underſtood what had happened, his countenance 
changed of a ſudden, and he told me, with a dryneſs 
of diſpleaſure peculiar to himſelf, that, if he was in my 
place, he would put it out of fortune's power to play 
him ſuch another trick, and be avenged of his own in- 
diſcretion at once. When I deſired him to explain his 
meaning, he pointed to his neck, raiſed himſelf on his 
tip-toes, and was going away without any further cere- 
mony, when I put him in mind of my indigence, and 
demanded the five guineas I had formerly lent him. 
« Five guineas ! (cried he) Zounds ! had you acted with 
common prudence, you might have had twenty thou- 
{and in your pocket by this time. I depended upon 
five hundred from you, as much as if I had had notes 
for it in the bank; and by all the rules of equity you 
are indebted to me for that ſum.” I was neither plea- 
ſed nor convinced by this computation, and inſiſted on 
my right with ſuch determined obſtinacy, that he was 
fain to alter his tone, and appeaſe my clamour, by aſſu- 
ring me, that he was not maſter of five ſhillings. So- 
ciety in diſtreſs generally promotes good underſtanding 
among people; from being a dun, I deſcended to be a 
client, and aſked his advice about repairing my loſſes. 
He counſelled me to have recourſe again to the gaming- 
table, where I ſucceeded ſo well before, and put myſelf 
in a condition by ſelling my watch. I followed his di- 
rections, and having accommodated him with a few 
pieces, went to the place, where I loſt every ſhilling. 
THrenx I returned to my lodgings full of deſperate re- 
ſolution, and having made Strap acquainted with my 


fate, ordered him to pawn my ſword immediately, that 


[ might be enabled to make another effort. This at= 
fectionate creature no ſooner underſtood my purpoſe, 
than, feized with inſuppreſſible ſorrow at the pro- 
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pect of my miſery, he burſt into tears, and aſked 
what I propoſed to do, after the ſmall ſum he could 


raiſe on the ſword ſhould be ſpent? « On my own 
account (ſaid he), I am quite unconcerned ; for, while 
God fpares me health and theſe ten fingers, J can 
earn a comfortable ſubſiſtence any where; but what 


muſt become of you, who have leſs humility to ſtoop, 


and more appetites to gratify ?” Here I interrupted 
him, by ſaying, with a gloomy aſpect, I ſhould never 
want a reſource while I had a loaded piſtol in poſ- 
ſeſſſon. Stupified with horror at this dreadful infinua- 
tion, he ſtood mute for ſome time, and then broke out 
into, «© God of his infinite mercy enable you to with- 
ſtand that temptation of the devil! Conſider your im- 
mortal ſoul—there is no repentance in the grave. O 


Lord! that ever we ſhould come to this—Are we not 


enjoined to refign ourſelves to the will of Heaven ?— 
where is your patience !—Durum patientia frangs—you 
are but a young wan there may be many good things 


in ſtore for you Accidit in puncto, quod non ſperatur in 


anno - remember your uncle Mr Bowling; perhaps he is 
now on his voyage homeward, pleaſing himſelf with the 
hopes of ſeeing and relieving you; nay, peradventure 
he is already arrived, for the ſhip was expected about 
this time.“ A ray of hope ſhot athwart my ſoul at this 


ſuggeſtion; I thanked my friend for his ſeaſonable re- 


collection, and, after having promiſed to take no reſo- 
Jution till his return, diſmiſſed him to Wapping for in- 
telligence. 

IN his abſence I was viſited by Banter, who being in- 
formed of my bad luck at play, told me, that fortune 
would probably be one day weary of perſecuting me. 
« In the mean time (ſaid he), here is a letter for you, 
which I received juſt now incloſed in one from Free- 
man.” I ſnatched it with eagerneſs, and knowing the 
ſuperſcription to be of Narcifla's hand-writing, killed it 
with tranſport, and having opened it, read, 


« PF is with great difficulty that. I have ſtolen from 
the oblervation of thoſe ſpies who are ſet over me, 
this opportunity of telling you, that I was ſuddenly car- 
ried away from Bath by my brother, who was informed. 
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of our correſpondence by Lord Quiverwit, whom, I 
ſince underſtand, you have wounded in a duel on my 
account. As I am fully convinced of your honour and 
love, I hope I ſhall never hear of ſuch deſperate proofs 
of either for the future. I am ſo ſtrictly watched, that 
it will be impoſſible for you to ſee me, until my bro- 
ther's ſuſpicions ſhall abate, or Heaven contrive ſome 
other unforeſeen event in our behalf. In the mean 
time, you may depend on the conſtancy and affection of 
% Your own 
« NARCISSA.” 


P. 5. Miſs Williams, who is my fellow-priſoner, 
-1efires to be remembered to you. We are both in good 
health, and only in pain for you, eſpecially as it will be 
impracticable for you to convey any meſſage or letter to 
the place of our confinement ; for which reaſon, pray 
deſiſt from the attempt, that, by miſcarrying, might pro- 
long our captivity. . 


{ 


N Dy 


Tris kind letter afforded me great conſolation: I 
communicated it to Banter, and at the {ame time ſhew- 
ed him her picture: He approved of her beauty and 
good ſenſe, and could not help owning, that my neglect 
of Miſs Snapper was excuſable, when ſuch a fine creature 
engroſſed my attention. | 

I BEGAN to be reconciled to my fate, and imagined, 
that, if I could contrive means of ſubſiſting until my 
uncle ſhould arrive, in caſe he was not already at home, 
he would enable mę to do ſomething effectual in behalf 
of my love and. fortune. I therefore conſulted Banter 
about a preſent ſupply, who no ſooner underſtood that 
{ had credit with a taylor, than he adviſed me to take 
oF two or three ſuits of rich cloaths, and convert them 
into cath, by ſelling them at half price to a ſaleſman in 
Monmouth-ſtreet. I was ſtartled at this propoſal, 
which I thought ſavoured a little of fraud; but he ren- 
dered it palatable, by obſerving, that in a few months 
I might he in a condition to do every body juſtice; and 
in the mean time I was acquitted by the honeſty of my 
intention. I ſuffered myſelf to be perſuaded by his 
falvo, by which my neceſſity, rather than my judgment, 
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was convinced; and when I found there were no 
accounts of the ſhip in which my uncle embarked, 
actually put the ſcheme in practice, and raiſed by it 
five and twenty guineas, paying him for his advice with 
the odd five. | 


CHAPTER LAL 

J am arrefled—carried to the Marſhalſea—find my ld 
acquaintance beau Fackſon in that jail be informs me 
F his adventures Strap arrives, and with difficulty 
2s comforted— Fackſon introduces me to a poet—1 1 
mire his converſation and capacity am deeply affected 
with my misfortune—Strap hires himſelf as a Journey- 
man barber. ; 


U this expedient was in a few weeks attended 
with a conſequence I did not foreſee; a player 
having purchaſed one of the ſuits which were expoſed to 
fale, appeared in it on the ſtage one night, while my tay- 
lor unfortunately happened to be preſent. He knew it 
immediately, and enquiring minutely into the affair, diſ- 
covered my whole contrivance; upon which he came 
to my lodgings, and telling me that he was very much 
ſtraitened for want of money, preſented his bill, which 
amounted to $ol. Surpriſed at this unexpected addreſs, 
J affected to treat him cavalierly, ſwore fome oaths, 
aſked if he doubted my honour, and, telling him I 
ſhould take care whom I dealt with for the future, bade 
him come again in three days, He obeyed me punc- 
tually, demanded his money, and finding himſelf 
amuſed with bare promiſes, arreſted me that very day 
in the ſtreet. I was not much ſhocked at this adventure, 
which, indeed, put an end to a ſtate of horrible expecta- 
tion; but I refuſed to go to a ſpunging-houſe, where 1 
heard there was nothing but the moſt flagrant impoſi- 
tion; and a coach being called, was carried to the Mar- 
{thalfea, attended by a bailiff and his follower, who were 
yery much diſappointed and chagrined at my reſclution. 
Trex turnkey, gueſſing from my appearance that I 
had money in my pocket, received me with the repeti- 
tion of the Latin word depone, and gave me to under- 
ſand, that I muſt pay before -hand for the apartment I 


ROD ERICE¹ RANDOM. 421 


ſhould chuſe to dwell in. I deſired to fee his conve- 
niencies, and hired a ſmall paltry bed-chamber for a 
crown a week, which, in any other place, would 
have let for half the money. Having taken poſſeſſion 
of this diſmal habitation, I ſent for Strap, and my 
thoughts were buſied in collecting matter of conſolation 


to that faithful ſquire, when ſomebody knocked at my 


door, which I no ſooner opened, than a young fellow 
entered, in very ſhabby cloaths, and marvellous foul li- 
nen. After a low bow, he called me by name, and aſked 
if I had forgot him. His voice aſſiſted me in recollec- 
ting his perſon, whom I ſoon recognized to be my 
old acquaintance Jackſon, of whom mention is made in 
the firſt part of my memoirs. I ſaluted him cordially, 
expreſſed my ſatisfaction at finding him alive, and con- 
doled him on his preſent ſituation, which, however, did 
not ſeem to affect him much, for he laughed very 
heartily at the occaſion of our meeting ſo unexpectedly 
in this place. Our mutual compliments being paſt, I 
enquired about his amour with the lady of fortune, which 
ſeemed to be ſo near a happy concluſion when I had the 
pleaſure of ſeeing him laſt; and after an immoderate 
fit of laughter, he gave me to underſtand, that he had 
been egregiouſly bit in that affair.“ You muſt, know 
(faid he) that a few days after our adventure with the 
bawd and her b—ches, I found means to be married to, 
that ſame fine lady you ſpeak of, and paſſed the night 
with her at her lodgings, ſo much to her ſatisfaction, 
that early in the morning, after a good deal of ſniveling 
and ſobbing, ſhe owned, that, far from being an heirels 
of great fortune, ſhe was no other than a common 
woman of the town, who had decoyed me into matri- 
mony, in order to enjoy the privilege of a femme cou- 
verte ; and that, unleſs I made my eſcape immediately, 


1 ſhould be arreſted for a debt of her contracting, by 


bailiffs employed and inſtructed for that purpoſe. Start- 
led at this intimation, I roſe in a twinkling, and taking 
leave of my ſpouſe with ſeveral hearty damns, got ſafe 
into the verge of the court, where I kept ſnug until 1 
was appointed ſurgeon's mate of a man of war at Portſ- 
mouth; for which place I ſet out on Sunday, went on 
board of my ſhip, in which I failed to the Straits, where 
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I had the good fortune to be made ſurgeon of a ſloop 
that came home a few months after, and was put out of 
commiſſion ; whereupon I came to London, imagining 
myſelf forgotten, and freed from my wife and her cre- 


ditors; but had not been in town a week before I was 


arreſted for a debt of her's, amounting to 2ol. and 
brought to this place, where I have been fixed by ano- 
ther action ſince that time. However, you know my 
diſpoſition ; I defy care and anxiety; and being on the 
half. pay liſt, make ſhift to live here tolerably eaſy. 1 
congratulated him on his philoſophy, and remembering 
that J was in his debt, repaid the money he formerly 
tent me, which, I believe, was far from being unſeaſon- 
able. I then enquired about the oxconomy of the place, 
which he explained to my ſatisfaction; and after we 
had agreed to meſs together, he was juſt going to give 
orders for dinner, when Strap arrived. | 
I NEVER in my life ſaw ſorrow ſo extravagantly ex- 
prefled in any countenance as in that of my honeſt 
friend, which was, indeed, particularly adapted by na- 
ture for ſuch impreſſions. When we were left by our- 
ſelves, I communicated to him my difaſter, and endea- 
vourcd to conſole him with the ſame arguments he had 
formerly uſed to me, withal repreſenting the fair chance 
had of being relieved in a ſhort time by Mr Bowling. 
But his grief was unutterable; he ſeemed to give attention 
without liſtening, and wrung his hands in filence ; ſo 
that I was in a fair way of being infected by his beha- 
viour, when Jackſon returned, and perceiving the de- 
ference J paid to Strap, although in a footman's habit, 
diſtributed his crumbs of comfort with ſuch mirth, jolli- 
iy, and unconcern, that the features of the diſtreſſed 
ſquire relaxed by degrees; he recovered the uſe of 
ſpeech, and began to be a little more reconciled to this 
lamentable event. We dined together on boiled beet 
and greens, brought from a cook's ſhop in the neigh- 
bourhood ; and although this meal was ſerved up in a 
manner little correſponding with the ſphere of life in 
which I had lately lived, I made a virtue of neceſſity, 
ate with good appetite, and treated my friends with a 
bottle of wine, which had the deſired effect, of increa- 
ung the good humour of my tellow-priſoner, and exlu- 
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tarating the ſpirits of Strap, who now talked cavalierly 
of my misfortune. 


AFTER dinner, Jackſon left us to our private af- 
fairs; when I defired my friend to pack up all our 


things, and carry them to ſome cheap lodging he ſhonld 


chuſe for himſelf in the neighbourhood of the Mar- 
thalſea, after he had diſcharged my lodging, for which 
purpoſe I gave him money. I likewiſe recommended 
to him the keeping my misfortune fecret, and faying 
to my landlord, or any other who fhould enquire for 


me, that I was gone into the country for a few weeks; 


at the fame time I laid ftrong injunctions upon him 
to call every fecond day upon Banter, in'cafe he ſhould 
receive any letter for me from Narciſſa, by the chan- 
nel of Freeman; and by all means to leave a direc- 
tion for himſelf, at my uncle's lodgings in Wapping, 
by which I might be found when my kinſman fhould 
arrive. | 

WHEN he departed to execute thefe orders (which, 
by the bye, were punctually performed that very 


night), I found myfelf ſo little ſeaſoned to my ſituation, | 


that I dreaded reflection, and ſought ſhelter from it in 
the company of the beau, who, promiling to regale me 
with a lecture upon taſte, conducted me to the common 
fide, where I faw a number of naked miſerable wretches 
aſſembled together. We had not Been here many mi- 
nutes, when a figure appeared, wrapt in a dirty rug, tied 
about his loins with two pieces of lift, of different co- 
tours, knotted together ; having a black buſhy beard, 
and his head covered with a huge maſs of brown peri- 
wig, which ſeemed to have been raviſhed from the 
crown of ſome ſcare-crow. This apparition, ſtalking m 
with great ſolemnity, made a profound bow to the au- 
dience, who fignified their approbation by a general 
reſponſe of « How d'ye do, doctor?“ He then turned 
towards us, and honoured Jackſon with a particular ſa- 
lutation: Upon which my friend, in a formal manner, 
introduced him to me, by the name of Mr Melopoyn— 
This ceremony being over, he advanced into the mid- 
dle of the congregation, which crowded around him, 
and hemming three times, to my utter aſtoniſhment, 
pronounced with great fianificance of voice and geſture, 
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a very elegant and ingenious diſcourſe upon the diffe- 
rence between genius and taſte, illuſtrating his aſſer- 
tions with apt quotations from the beſt authors, ancient 
as well as modern. When he had finiſhed his harangue, 
which laſted a full hour, he bowed again to the ſpecta- 
tors, not one of whom (I was informed) underſtood ſo 
much as a ſentence of what he had uttered. They ma- 
nifeſted, however, their admiration and eſteem by a vo- 


luntary contribution, which, Jackſon told me, one week 


with another, amounted to eighteen pence. This mo- 
derate ſtipend, together with ſome ſmall preſents that he 
received for making up differences, and deciding cauſes 
amongſt the priſoners, juſt enabled him to breath and 
walk about, in the groteſque figure I have deſcribed—I 
underſtood allo, that he was an excellent poet, and had 
compoled a tragedy, which was allowed by every body 
who had ſeen it to be a performance of great merit; 
that his learning was Infinite, his morals unexception- 
able, and his modeſty invincible. , Such a character 
could not fail of attracting my regard; I longed impa- 
tiently to be acquainted with him, and defired Jackſon 
would engage him to ſpend the evening in my apart- 
ment. My requeſt was granted, he favoured us with 
his company, and in the courſe of our converſation, per- 
ceiving that I had a ſtrong paſſion for the Belles Lettres, 
acquitted himſelf ſo well on that ſubject, that I expreſſed 
a fervent defire of ſeeing his productions. In this point 
too he gratified my inclination ;—he promited to bring 
his tragedy to my room next day, and in the mean time 
entertained me with ſome detached pieces, which gave 
me a very advantageous idea of his poetical talent. A- 
mong other things 1 was particularly pleaſed with ſome 
elegies, in imitation of Tibullus; one of which I beg 
leave to ſubmit to the reader, as a ſpecimen of his com- 
plexion and c oY. 
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25 . I; | 
WHERE now are all my flattering dreams of joy S 
Momimia, give my foul her wonted reſt j— 77% 
Since firſt thy beauty fir d my roving eye, 

Heart-gna wing cares corrode my penfroe breaſt ! 


Tet happy lovers fly where pleaſures call, 
With feſtive ſongs beguile the fleeting hour ; 
Lead beauty thro the mazes of the ball, 
Or preſs her wanton in love's roſeate boxer, 
III. 
For me, no more Ti range th empurpled mead, 
Where ſhepherds pipe, and virgins F nl around: 
Nor wander thro the woodbine's fragrant ſhade, 
To hear the muſic of the grove reſound. | 
| IV 


Il ſeel ſome lonely church, or dreary hall, 
M here fancy paints the glimm' ring taper blue, 
W here dumps hang mould ring on the ivy'd wall, 
And ſheeted ghoſts drink up the midnight dew. 
V 


There, leagu'd with topeleſs anguiſh and deſpair, 
A while in ſilence &er my fate repine : 
Then, with à long farewel to love and care, 


To kindred duſt my weary limbs conſign. 
' WY 


Wilt thou, Monimia, fhed - gracious tear 
On the cold grave where all my forrows reſt ; 
Strew vernal flowers, applaud my love ſincere, 


And bid the turf lie eaſy on my breaſt ! 


I was wonderfully affected with this pathetic com- 
plaint, which ſeemed ſo well calculated for my own diſ- 
appointment in love, that I could not help attaching 
the idea of Narciſſa to the name of Monimia, and of 
forming ſuch melancholy preſages of my paſſion, that 
T could not recover my tranquillity, and was fain to 
have recourſe to the bottle, which prepared me for a 
profound ſleep, that I could not otherwiſe have enjoyed. 
Whether theſe impreſſions invited and introduced a tram 
of other melancholy reflections, or my fortitude was all 
exhauſted in the effort I made againſt deſpondence, du- 
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ring the firſt day of my impriſonment, I cannot de- 
termine; but I awoke in the horrors, and found my 
2 haunted with ſuch diſmal apparitions, that 
I was ready to deſpair ;—and I believe the reader will 
own, I 74 no great cauſe to congratulate myſelf, when 


I conſidered my fituation. I was interrupted in the 


midſt of theſe gloomy apprehenſions by the arrival of 
Strap, who contributed not a little to the re-eſtabliſh- 
ment of my peace, by letting me know that he had hired 
himſelf as a journeyman barber; by which means he 
would be able not only to fave me a conſiderable expence, 
but even make ſhift to lay up ſomething for my ſub- 
ſiſtence after my money ſhould be . in caſe I ſhould 
not be telieved before. 


6 „ene 


CHA TY T EI R IXI. 
T read Melopoyn's tragedy, and conceive a vaſt opinion of 


his genius be recounts his adventures. =» 


HILE we ate our breakfaſt together, I made 
him acquainted with the character and con- 
dition of the poet, who came in with his play at that 
inſtant, and imagining we were engaged about buſineſs, 


could not be prevailed upon to ſit; but, leaving his per- 


formance, went away. My friend's tender heart was 
melted at the ſight of a gentleman and Chriſtian (for he 
had a great veneration for both theſe epithets) in ſuch 
miſery; and aſſented with great en e to a propo- 
ſal I made of cloathing him with our ſuperfluities; a taſk 
with which he charged himſelf, and departed immedi- 
ately to perform it. 

He was no ſooner gone, than I locked my door, and 
ſat down to the tragedy, which I read to the end with 
vaſt pleaſure, not a little amazed at the conduct of the 
managers who had rejected it. 'The fable, in my opi- 
nion, was well choſen, and naturally conducted; the in- 
cidents intereſting, the characters beautifully contraſted, 
ſtrongly marked, and well ſupported ; the diction poeti- 
cal, ſpirited, and correct; the unities of the drama main- 
tained with the moſt ſcrupulous exactneſs; the open- 
ing gradual and engaging, the peripeteia ſurpriſing, and 
the cataſtrophe affecting: In ſhort, I judged it by the 
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laws of Ariſtotle and Horace, and could find nothing in 
it exceptionable, but a little too much embelliſhment 
in ſome few places, which objection he removed to m 
ſatisfaction, by a quotation from Ariſtotle's Poetics, 
importing, that the leaſt intereſting parts of a poem ought 
to be raiſed and dignified by the charms and energy of 
diction. | 

I REVERED his genius, and was ſeized with an eager 
curiofity to know the particular events of a fortune ſo 
unworthy of his merit. At that inſtant Strap returned 
with a bundle of cloaths, which I ſent with my compli- 
ments to Mr Melopoyn, as a {mall token of my regard, 
and defired the favour of his company to dinner. He 
accepted my preſent and invitation, and in leſs than half 
an hour made his appearance in a decent dreſs, which al- 
tered his figure very much to his advantage. I per- 
ceived, by his countenance, that his heart was big with 
gratitude, and endeavoured to prevent his acknowledg- 
ments, by aſking pardon for the liberty I had taken; 
he made no reply, but, with an aſpect full of admiration 
and eſteem, bowed to the ground, while the tears 
guſhed from his eyes, Affected with theſe ſymptoms 
of an ingenuous mind, I ſhifted the converſation, and 
complimented him on his performance, which, I aſ- 
ſured him, afforded me infinite pleaſure. My appro- 
bation made him happy; dinner being ſerved, and Jack- 
ſon arrived, I begged their permiſſion for Strap to ſit 
at table with us, after having informed them, that he 
was a perſon to whom I was extremely obliged ; they 
were kind enough to grant that favour, and we ate to- 
gether with great harmony and ſatisfaction. 

Our meal being ended, I expreſſed my wonder at 
the little regard Mr Melopoyn had met with from the 
world; and ſignified a defire of hearing how he had 
been treated by the managers of the playhouſes, to whom 
I underſtood from Jackſon he had offered his tragedy 
without ſucceſs. “ There is fo little entertaining in 
the incidents of my life (ſaid he) that I am ſure the re- 
cital will not recompence your attention; but, ſince you 
diſcover an inclination to know them, I underſtand my 


duty too well to diſappoint your deſire.“ 
1112 
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« MY father, who was a curate in the country, being, 


by the narrowneſs of his circumſtances, hindered from 


maintaining me at the univerſity, took the charge of my 
education upon himfelf, and laboured with ſuch indu 
and concern in the undertaking, that I had little cauſe 
to regret the want of public maſters. Being at great 
ains to conſult my natural bias, he diſcovered in me, 
betimes, an inclination for poetry; upon which he re- 
commended me to an intimate acquaintance with the 
claflics, in the cultivation of which he aſſiſted me with 
paternal zeal and uncommon erudition. When he 
thought me ſufficiently acquainted with the ancients, he 
directed my ſtudies to the beſt modern authors, French 
and Italian, as well as Englith, and laid a particular in- 
junction upon me to make myſelf maſter of my mother 
tongue. TIS 
« ABOUT the age of eighteen I grew ambitious of 
undertaking a work of ſome conſequence; and, with 
my father's approbation, actually planned the tragedy 
you have readz but, before I had finiſhed four acts, 
that indulgent parent died, and left my mother and 
me in very indigent circumſtances. A near relation, 
compaſſionating our diſtreſs, took us into his family, 
where I brought my fable to a concluſion; and ſoon 
after that period my mother quitted this life. When 
my ſorrow for this melancholy event had ſubſided, I 
told my kinſman, who was a farmer, that having paid 
my laſt duty to my parent, I had now no attachment 
to detain me in the country, and therefore was reſolved 
to ſet out for London, and offer my play to the ſtage, 
where I did not doubt of acquiring a large ſhare of fame 
as well as fortune; in which caſe I ſhould not be un- 
mindful of my friends and benefactors. My couſin was 
raviſhed with the proſpect of my felicity, and willingly 
contributed towards the expence of fitting me out for 
my expedition, 55 
C ACCORDINGLY I took a place in the waggon, and 
arrived in town, where I hired an apartment in a gar- 
ret, willing to live as frugal as poſſible, until I ſhould 
know what I had to expect from the manager, to whom 
T intended to offer my play. For, though I looked up- 
on myſelf as perfectly ſecure of a good reception, imagin- 
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ing that a patentee would be as eager to receive, as [ 
to preſent my production, I did not know whether or 
not he might be pre-engaged in favour of another au- 
thor, a circumftance that would certainly retard my ſuc- 
ceſs. On this conſideration too, I determined to be 
ſpeedy in my application, and even to wait upon one 
of the managers the very next day. For this pur- 
poſe, I enquired of my landlord if he knew where 
either or both of them lived; and he being curious 
to know my buſineſs, and at the ſame time appear- 
ing to be a very honeſt friendly man (a tallow-chandler), 
I made him acquainted with my deſign; upon which 
he told me, that I went the wrong way to work; that 
I would not find ſuch eaſy acceſs to a manager as I ima- 
gined; and that, if I delivered my performance without 
proper recommendation, it would be as one to a thou- 
ſand if ever it ſhould be minded. « Take. my advice 
(faid he), and your buſineſs is done. One of the paten- 
tees is a good catholic, as I am, and uſes the ſame fa- 
ther who confeſſes me. I will make you acquainted with 
this good prieſt, who is an excellent ſcholar, and if he 
{hould approve of your play, his recommendation will go 
a great way in determining Mr Supple to bring it on 
the ſtage.” I applauded his expedient, and was intro- 
duced to the friar, who having peruſed the tragedy, 


was pleaſed to ſignify his approbation, and commended 


me, in particular, for having avoided all reflections upon 
religion. He promiſed to uſe all his influence with his 
fon Supple in my behalf, and to inform himſelf that 
very day at what time it would be proper for me to 
wait upon him with the piece. He was punctual in 
performing his engagement, and next morning gave 
me to underſtand that he had mentioned my aftair to 
the manager, and that I had no more to do, than to 
to go to his houſe any time in the forenoon, and make 
uſe of his name, upon which I ſhould find immediate 
admittance. I took this advice, put my performance 
in my boſom, and, having received directions, went 
immediately to the houſe of Mr Supple, and knocked 
at the door, which had a wicket in the middle, faced 
with a net-work of iron. Through this a ſervant ha- 
ving viewed me for ſome time, demanded to know my 


— 


— 


— — — 


— 


1 "y 
T3 |. 
41 
HH in 
+44 f 
4 
4 1 
1 
1 
14 
1 
11 
=. 
WT ' 
. 
. 
1 4 
1 
1 4 = 
1 
3 f 
1 
4 l 
»# $171 
. * 
1 
4 
338 
| ; 
230 
l ' 
: , 1 
7 . 
* 17 
0 4 
: 1 
19 Y 
314% 
It 
* 1 
7 ! 
, 1 
1 iy *Y 
6 184 
' 43081 
1 
| U 
Ci. 
j 4 
1 : * 
| 
iC 
a . 
pp U 
Fi 284+ 
15 0 
d 
| i 
1 # 
7 
| U 
7 : 
jo 41 
bi 4 
13 I 
4 
1 TH 
1 
1 m* {8 
1 
N 
; N 
41 
nn 
24 
i 141 
11 
1 
. ; * 
i 4] 
| 1.41 
| * 
* 
— 11 } 
LF p 
: 1 
1 
4 


430 The ADVENTURES of 


bufinefs. I told him my buſineſs was with Mr Sup- 

ple, and that I came from Mr O' Varniſh. He exami- 

ned my appearance once more, then went away, returned 

in a few minutes, and ſaid his maſter was buſy, and 
could not be ſeen. Although I was a little mortified at my 
diſappointment, I was perſuaded that my reception was 

owing to Mr Supple's ignorance of my errand; and, that 
I might meet with no more obſtructions of the fame 
kind, I defired Mr O'Varniſh to be my introductor 
the next time. He complied with my requeſt, and ob- 
tained immediate admittance to the manager, who 
received me with the utmoſt civility, and promiſed to 
read my play with the firſt convenience, By his own 
appointment, I called again in a fortnight, but he 
was gone out; I returned in a week after, and the poor | 
gentleman was extremely ill; I renewed my viſit in a 
fortnight after that, and he aſſured me, he had been ſo 
much fatigued with buſineſs, that he had not been able 
as yet to read it to an end; but he would take the 
firſt opportunity; and, in the mean time, obſerved, that 
what he had juſt ſeen of it was very entertaining. I 
comforted myſelf with this declaration a few weeks long- 
er, at the end of which I appeared again before his 
wicket, was let in, and found him laid up with the 
gout. I no ſooner entered his chamber, than, looking 
at me with a languiſhing eye, he ſaid, “Mr Melopoyn, 
Pm heartily ſorry for an accident that has happened 
during my illneſs. You muſt know, that my eldeſt 
boy, finding your manuſcript upon the table in the 
dining-room, where I uſed to read it, carried it into 
the kitchen, and leaving it there, a negligent wench of 
a cook-maid, miſtaking it for waſte paper, has expend- 
ed it all but a few leaves in ſingeing fowls upon the ſpit, 
But I hope the misfortune is not irreparable, ſince, no 
doubt, you have ſeveral copies.” 

«I PROTEST to you, my good friend, Mr Random, I 
was extremely ſhocked at this information but the good- 
natured gentleman ſeemed to be ſo much affected 
with my misfortune, that I ſuppreſſed my concern, 
and told him, that although I had not another copy, 
1 ſhould be able to retrieve the loſs by writing another 
from my memory, which was yery tenacious. You 
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cannot imagine how well pleaſed Mr Supple was at 


this aflurance; he begged I would ſet about it imme- 


diately, and carefully revolve and recolle& every cir- 
cumſtance, before I pretended to commit it to paper, 
that it might be the ſame individual play that he had 
Peruſed. Encouraged by this injunction, which plain- 
ly demonſtrated how much he intereſted himſelf in 
the affair, I taſked my remembrance and induſtry, and 
in three weeks produced the exact image of the for- 
mer, which was conveyed to him by my good friend, fa- 
ther O'Varniſh, who told me next day that Mr Sup- 
ple would reviſe it ſuperficially, in order to judge of 
its ſameneſs with the other, and then give his final an- 
ſwer. For this examination I allotted a week; and, in 
full confidence of ſeeing it acted in a little while, demand- 
ed an audience of the manager, when that term was ex- 
pired. But, alas ! the ſeaſon had ſlipped away inſenſibly; 
he convinced me, that, if my play had been put into re- 
hearſal at that time, it could not have been ready for 
performing until the end of March, when the benefit 
nights came on; conſequently it would have interfered 
with the intereſt of the players, whom it was not my bu- 
ſineſs to diſoblige. 
«]T was fain to acquieſce in theſe reaſons, which to 
be ſure were extremely juſt, and to reſerve my per- 
formance for the next ſeaſon, when he hoped I would 
not be ſo unlucky : Although it was a grievous diſ- 
appointment to me, who by this time began to want 
both money and neceſſaries; having, on the ſtrength of 
my expectation from the theatre, launched out into ſome 
extravagancies, by which the ſum I brought to town was 
already almoſt conſumed. Indeed, I ought to be aſhamed 
at this circumſtance of my conduct: For my finances 
were ſufficient, with good ceconomy, to have maintain- 
ed me comfortably a whole year. You will perhaps be 
amazed when I tell you, that in fix months I expended 
not a farthing leſs than ten guineas : But when one con- 
fiders the temptations to which a young man is expoſed 
in this great city, eſpecially if he is addicted to plea- 
ſure, as I am, the wonder will vaniſh, or at leaſt abate 
Nor was the cauſe of my concern limited to my own 
ſituation entirely: I had writ an account of my good re- 
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ception to my kinſman the farmer, and deſired him to 
depend upon me for the money he had kindly accom- 
modated me with about the end of February; which 
promiſe I now found myſelf unable to perform. How- 
ever, there was no remedy but patience: I applied to 
my landlord, who was a very good-natured man, can- 
didly owned my diſtreſs, and begged his advice in lay- 
ing down ſome plan for my ſubſiſtence. He readily pro. 
miſed to conſult his confeſſor on this ſubject, and told 
me, I was welcome, in the mean time, to lodge and board 
with him, until fortune ſhould put it in my power to 
make reſtitution. . | 7 
« Mx O'VarxisH, being informed of my neceſſity, 
offered to introduce me to the author of a weekly pa- 
per, who, he did not doubt, would employ me in that 
way, provided he ſhould find me duly qualified ; but, 
upon enquiry, I underſtood that this journal was cal- 
culated to foment diviſions in the commonwealth, and 
therefore I deſired to be excuſed from engaging in it. 
He then propoſed that I ſhould write ſomething in the 
poetical way, which I might diſpoſe of to a bookſeller 
for a pretty ſum of ready money, and perhaps eſtabliſh 
my own character into the bargain; this event would 
infallibly procure friends, and my tragedy would ap- 
pear next ſeaſon to the beſt advantage, by being ſup- 
ported both by intereſt and reputation. I was charmed 
with this proſpect, and having heard what friends Mr 
Pope acquired by his paſtorals, ſet about a work of that 
kind, and in lefs than ſix weeks compoled as many e- 
clogues, which I forthwith offered to an eminent book- 
ſeller, who deſired me to leave them for his peruſal, 
and he would give me an anſwer in two days. At the 
end of that time, I went to him, when he returned the 
poems, telling me, they would not anſwer his purpole, 
and ſwectened his refuſal by ſaying there were ſome 
good clever lines in them. Not a little dejected at this 
rebuff, which I learned from Mr O'Varnith, was ow- 
ing to the opinion of another author, whom this book- 
ſeller always conſulted on theſe occaſions, I applied to 
another perſon of the ſame profeſſion, who told me, the 
town was cloyed with paſtorals, and adviſed me, if I in- 
| tended to profit by my talents, to write ſomething ſa- 
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tirical or luſcious, ſuch as the Button Hole, Shockey and 
Towzer, the Leaky Veſſel, &c.—and yet this was a man 
in years, who wore a reverend periwig, looked like a 
ſenator, and went regularly to church. Be that as it 
will, I icorned to proſtitute my pen in the manner he 
propoſed, and carried my papers to a third, who aſſured 
me, that poetry was entirely out of his way; and aſked 
if I had got never a piece of ſecret hiſtory, thrown into 
a ſeries of letters, or a volume of adventares, ſuch as 
thoſe of Robinſon Cruſoe and Colonel Jack, or a col- 
lection of conundrums, wherewith to entertain the plan- 
tations. Being quite unfurniſhed for this dealer, I had 
recourſe to another with as little ſucceſs; and I verily 
believe was rejected by the whole trade. | 
I was afterwards perſuaded to offer myſelf as a tranſ- 
lator, and accordingly repaired to a perſon, who was 
ſaid to* entertain numbers of that claſs in his pay; he 
aſſured me he had already a great deal of that work 
on his hands, which he did not know what to do with; 
obſerved that tranſlation was a mere drug, that branch 
of literature being overſtocked with an inundation of 
authors from North Britain; and aſked what I would 
expect per ſheet, for rendering the Latin claſſics into 
Engliſh ?—That I might not make myſelf too cheap, I 
determined to ſet a high price upon my qualifications, 
and demanded half a guinea for every tranſlated ſheet. 
« Half a guinea !” (cried he, ſtaring at me), then pauſed 
a little, and ſaid, he had no occaſion for my ſervice at 
preſent. I found my error, and, reſolving to make a- 
mends, fell one half in my demand; upon which he 
ſtared at me again, and told me his hands were full. 
I attempted others, without finding employment, and 
was actually reduced to a very uncomfortable proſpect, 
when I bethought myſelf of offering my talents to the 
printers of halfpenny ballads, and other ſuch occaſional 
eſſays as are hawked about the ſtreets. With this view, 
I applied to one of the moſt noted and vociferous of 
this tribe, who directed me to a perſon whom I found 
entertaining a whole crowd of them with gin, bread, 
and cheeſe; he carried me into a little back parlour, 
very neatly furniſhed, where I ſignified my defire of be- 
ing inrolled among his writers; and was aſked what 
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kind of compoſition I profeſſed? Underſtanding that 
my inclination leaned towards poetry, he expreſſed his 
ſatisfaction, telling me one of his poets had loſt his ſen- 
ſes, and was confined in bedlam, and the other was be- 
come dozed with drinking drams; ſo that he had not 
done any thing tolerable theſe many weeks. When I 
propoſed that we ſhould enter into terms of agreement, 
he gave me to underſtand, that his bargains were always 
conditional, and his authors paid in proportion to the 
fale of their works. 

« HAVING therefore ſettled theſe conditions, which 
(I do aſſure you) were not very advantageous to me, 
he affigned me a ſubject for a ballad, which was to 
be finiſhed in two hours; and 1 retired to my garret in 
order to perform his injunction. As the theme hap- 
pened to ſuit my fancy, I completed a pretty ſort of 
an ode, within the time preſcribed, and brought it 
to him, big with hope of profit and applauſe. He 
read it in a twinkling, and, to my utter aſtoniſhment, 
told me, it would not do, "though indeed he owned 
I wrote a good hand, and ſpelled very well, but my 
language was too high flown, and of conſequence 
not at all adapted to the capacity and taſte of his cu- 
ſtomers. I promiſed to rectify that miſtake, and in 
half an hour humbled my ſtyle to the comprehenſion 
of vulgar readers ; he approved of the alteration, and 
gave me ſome hopes of ſucceeding in time, though he 
obſerved, that my performance was very deficient in 
the quaintneſs of expreſſion that pleaſes the multitude z 
however, to encourage me, he ventured the expence 
of printing and paper, and, if I remember aright, 
my ſhare of the ſale amounted to four pence half. 

n 

« Fa ROM that day I ſtudied the Grub-ſtreet manner 
with great diligence, and at length became ſuch a pro- 
ficient, that my works were in great requeſt among 
the moſt polite of the chairmen, draymen, hackney 
coachmen, footmen, and ſervant maids: Nay, I have 
enjoyed the pleaſure of ſeeing my productions adorn- 
ed with cuts, paſted upon the wall as ornaments in 
beer-cellars and coblers ſtalls, and have actually heard 
them ſung in clubs of ſubſtantial tradeſmen, But 
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empty praiſe (you know, my dear friend) will not ſup- 
ply the cravings of nature. I found myſelf in dan- 


ger of ſtarving in the midſt of all my fame; for of 


ten ſongs I compoſed, it was well if two had the good 
fortune to pleaſe. For this reaſon I turned my thoughts 
to proſe, and, during a tract of gloomy weather, pu- 
bliſhed an apparition, on the ſubſtance of which I ſub- 
ſiſted very comfortably a whole month: I have made 
many a good meal upon a monſter; a rape has often af- 
forded me great ſatisfaction; but a murder, well timed, 
was my never-failing reſource. What then? I was a 
moſt miſerable ſlave to my employers, who expected to 
be furniſhed at a minute's warning with proſe and verſe, 
_ as they thought the circumſtances of the times re- 
quired, whether the inclination was abſent or preſent. 
Upon my fincerity, Mr Random, I have been ſo much 
peſtered and beſieged by thoſe children of clamour, that 
life became a burden to me. 


CHAPTER LXII. 
The continuation and concluſion of Mr Melopoyn's flory. 


T MADE ſhift, notwithſtanding, to maintain my- 

{elf till the beginning of next winter, when I re- 
newed my addreſſes to my friend Mr Supple, and was 
moſt graciouſly received. „ have been thinking of 
your affair, Mr Melopoyn (ſaid he), and am deter- 
mined to ſhew how far I have your intereſt at heart, by 
introducing you to a young nobleman of my acquain- 
tance who is remarkable for his fine taſte in dramatic 
. writings, and is, beſides, a man of ſuch influence, that, 
if once he ſhould approve of your play, his patronage 
will ſupport it againſt all the efforts of envy and ig- 
norance: For I do affure you, that merit alone will 
not bring ſucceſs. I have already ſpoke of your per- 
formance to Lord Rattle, and if you will call at my 
honſe in a day or two, you ſhall have a letter of in- 
troduction to his Lordſhip.” I was ſenfibly tonched 
with this mark of Mr Supple's friend{hip, and looking 
upon my affair as already done, went home and im- 
parted my good fortune to my landlord, who, to ren- 


der my appearance more acceptable to my patron 
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procured a ſuit of new cloaths for me on his own 
credit. 

« NoT to trouble you with idle „ I evi 
my tragedy to his Lordſhip's lodgings, and ſent it up, 
along with Mr Supple's letter, by one of his fervants, 
who defired me, by his Lord's order, to return in a 
week. I did ſo, and was admitted to his Lordſhip, 
who received me very courteouſlly, told me he had per- 
uſed my play, which he thought, on the whole, was 
the beſt coup Jeſſe: he had ever ſeen; but that he 
had marked ſome places in the margin, which he ima- 
gined might be altered for the better. I was tranſ- 
ported with this reception, and promiſed (with many 
acknowledgments of his Lordſhip's generoſity) to be 
governed ſolely by his advice and direction. “ Well 
then (faid he), write another fair copy with the al- 
terations I have propoſed, and bring it to me as ſoon 
as poſſible; for I am reſolved to have-it brought on 
the ſtage this winter.” You may be ſure I ſet about 
this taſk with alacrity ; and although 1 found his Lord- 
ſhip's remarks. much more numerous, and of leſs im- 

ortance, than I expected, I thought it was not my 
intereſt to diſpute upon trifles with my patron z there- 
fore new modelled it, according to his deſire, in leſs than 
a month. 

« WHEN I waited upon him with the manuſcript I 
found one of the actors at breakfaſt with his Lordſhip, 
who immediately introduced him to my acquaintance, 
and deſired him to read a ſcene of my play. This taſk 
be performed very much to my fatisfaction, with regard 
to emphaſis and pronunciation; but he ſignified his 
diſguſt at ſeveral words in every page, which J preſu- 
ming to defend, Lord Rattle told me, with' a peremptory 
look, I muſt not pretend to diſpute with him, who had 
been a player theſe twenty years, and underſtood the 
economy of the ſtage better than any man living. I 
was forced to ſubmit, and his Lordſhip propoſed the 
ſame actor ſhould read the whole play in the evening, 
before ſome. gentlemen: of his acquaintance, whom he 
would convene at his lodgings for that purpoſe. 

I was preſent at the reading; and 1 proteſt to you, 
my dear , 1 never underwent ſuch a ſevere trial in 
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the whole courſe of my life as at that juncture; for al- 
though the player might be a very honeſt man, and a 
good performer, he was exceſſively illiterate and aſſu- 
ming, and made a thouſand frivolous objections, which I 
was not permitted to anſwer : However, the piece was 
very much applauded on the whole; the gentlemen pre- 
ſent, who, I underſtood, were men of fortune, promiſed 
to countenance and ſupport it as much as they could; and 
Lord Rattle aſſuring me that he would act the part of a 
careful nurſe to it, defired me to carry it home, and alter 
it immediately according to their remarks : I was fain to 
acquieſce in his determination, and fulfilled his injunc- 
tions with all the expedition in my power; but, before I 
could preſent the new copy, my good friend Mr Supple 
had diſpoſed of his property and patent to one Mr 
Brayer ; fo that freſh intereſt was to be made with the 
new manager. This taſk. Lord Rattle undertook, having 
{ome acquaintance with him, and recommended my per- 
formance ſo ſtrongly that it was received. 

«I LOOKED upon myſelf now as upon the eve of reap- 
ing the fruits of all my labour: I waited a few days in 
expectation of its being put into rehearſal, and won- 
dering at the delay, applied to my worthy patron, 
who excuſed Mr Brayer, on account of the multipli- 
city of buſineſs in which he was involved, and bade 
me beware of teazing the patentee.. I treaſured up this 
caution, and exerted my patience three weeks longer; 
at the end of which his Lordſhip gave me to un- 
derſtand that Mr Brayer had read my play, and owned 
it had indubitable merit ; but as he had long been pre- 
engaged to another author, he could not poſſibly re- 
preſent it that ſeaſon ; though, if I would reſerve it for 
the next, and, in the interim, make ſuch alterations as 
he had propoſed by obſervations on the margin, I might 
depend upon his compliance. | 

« THUNDERSTRUCK at this difappointment, I could 
not, for ſome minutes, utter one ſyllable : At length, 
however, I complained bitterly of the manager's inſin- 
cerity in amuſing me ſo long, when he knew from the 
beginning that he could not gratify my deſire. But 
his Lordſhip reprimanded me for my freedom, ſaid Mr 
Brayer was a man of honour, and imputed his behavis 
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our with reſpect to me to nothing elſe but forgetfulneſs. 
And indeed I have had ſome reaſon, fince that time, to 
be convinced of his bad memory ; for, in ſpite of ap- 
pearances, I will not allow myſelf to interpret his con- 
duct any other way. Lord Rattle, obſerving me very 
much affected with my diſappointment, offered his in- 
tereſt to bring on my play at the other houſe, which I 
eagerly accepting, he forthwith wrote a letter of recom- 
mendation to Mr Bellower, actor, and prime miniſter to 
Mr Vandal, proprietor of that theatre; and defired me 
to deliver it with my tragedy without loſs of time. Ac- 
cordingly, I haftened to his houſe, where, after having 
waited a whole hour in a lobby, I was admitted to his 
preſence, and my performance received with great ſtate. 
He told me he was extremely buſy at preſent, but he 
would peruſe it as ſoon as poffible, and bade me call 
again in a week. I took my leave, not a little aſtoniſh- 
ed at the port and ſupercilious behaviour of this ſtage- 
player, who had not treated me with good manners; 
and began to think the dignity of a poet greatly impair- 
ed ſince the days of Euripides and Sophocles ; but all 
this was nothing in compariſon of what I have fince ob- 
ſerved. | | 
« WELL, Mr Random, I went back at the appointed 
time, and was told that Mr Bellower was engaged, and 
could not ſee me. I repeated my viſit a few days after, 
and, having waited a confiderable time, was favoured 
with an audience, during which, he ſaid, he had not as 
yet read my play. Nettled at this uſage, I could con- 
© tain myſelf no longer, but telling him, I imagined, he 
would have paid more deference to Lord Rattle's re- 
commendation, demanded my manuſcript with ſome 
expreſſions of reſentment. Ay (ſaid he, in a theatri- 
cal tone), with all my heart.” Then pulling out a 
drawer of the bureau at which he ſat, he took out a 
bundle, and threw it upon a table that was near him, 
pronouncing the word « There, with great diſdain. 
I took it up, and perceiving, with ſome ſurpriſe, that it 
was a comedy, told him it did not belong to me; upon 
which he offered me another, which I alſo difclaimed. 
A third was produced, and rejected for the fame reaſon. 
At length he pulled out a whole handful, and ſpread 
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them before me, ſaying, « There are ſeven take which 
you pleaſe—or take them all.” I ſingled out my own, 
and went away, {truck dumb with admiration at what I 
had ſeen—not ſo much on account of his inſolence, as 
of the number of new plays, which from this circum- 
ance I concluded were yearly offered to the ſtage. 
You may be ſure, I did not fail to carry my complaint 
to my patron, who did not receive it with all the indig- 
nation I expected; but taxed me with precipitation, and 
told me I muſt lay my account with bearing the hu- 
mours of the players, if I intended to write for the ſtage. 
There is now no other remedy (ſaid he) but to keep 
it till the next ſeaſon for Mr Brayer, and alter it at your 
leiſure, in the ſummer, according to his directions.“ I 
was now reduced to a terrible alternative, either to quit 
all hopes of my tragedy, from which I had all along 
promiſed myſelf a large ſhare of fortune and reputation, 
or to encounter eight long months of adverſity in pre- 
paring for and expecting its appearance. 'This laſt pe- 
nance, painful as it was, ſeemed moſt eligible to my re- 
flection at that time, and therefore I reſolved to under- 
o it. 
; « WIH ſhould I tire you with particulars of no con- 
ſequence? I wreſtled with extreme poverty until the time 
of my probation was expired; and went to my Lord 
Rattle, in order to remind him of my affair, when I un- 
derſtood, to my great concern, that his Lordſhip was 
juſt on the point of going abroad, and, which was {till 
more unfortunate for me, Mr Brayer had gone into the 
country, ſo that my generous patron had it not in his 
power to introduce me perſonally, as he intended : 
However, he wrote a very ſtrong letter to the manager 
in my favour, and put him in mind of the promiſe he 
had made in behalf of my play. 

« As ſoon as I was certified of Brayer's return, I went 
to his houſe with this letter, but was told he was gone 
out. I called again next day early in the morning, re- 
ceived the ſame anſwer, and was deſired to leave my 
name and buſineſs; I did ſo, and returned the day af- 
ter, when the ſervant {till affirmed that his maſter was 
gone abroad, though I perceived him as I retired, ob- 
ſerving me through a window. Incenſed at this diſco- 
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very, I went to a coffechouſe hard by, and incloſing his 
Lordſhip's letter in one from myſelf, demanded a cate- 
gorical anſwer. I ſent. it to his houſe by a porter, who 
returned in a few minutes, and told me Mr Brayer 
would be glad to ſee me at that inſtant. I obeyed the 
ſummons, and was received with ſuch profuſion of com- 
pliments and apologies, that my reſentment immediately 
fubſided, and I was even in pain for the concern which 
this bach man ſhewed at the. miſtake of his ſervant, 
who, it ſeems, had been ordered to deny him to every 
body but me. He expreſſed the utmoſt veneration for 
his good and noble friend Lord Rattle, whom he ſhould 
always be proud to ſerve; promiſed to peruſe the play 
with all diſpatch, and give me a meeting upon it; and, 
as a teſtimony of his eſteem, made me a preſent of a ge- 
neral order for the ſcaſon, by which I ſhould be admit- 
red to any part of the theatre. This was a very agree- 
able compliment to me, whoſe greateſt pleaſure conſiſt- 
ed in ſeeing dramatic performances, and you need not 
doubt that I often availed myſelf of my privilege. As 
E had an opportunity of being behind the ſcenes. when I 
pleated, J frequently converſed with Mr Brayer about 
any play, and atked when he intended to put it into re- 
baarfal, but he had always ſo much bufineſs: upon his 
hands, that it remained with him unopened a conſider- 
able while; and I became very uneaſy about the ſeaſon, 
that waſted apace, when I jaw in the papers another 
new play advertiſed, which had been written, offered, 
accepted, and rehearſed in the compaſs of three months. 
You may eaſily gueſs how much I was confounded at 
this event. I own to you, that, in the firſt tranſports of 
my anger, I ſuſpected Mr Brayer of having acted to- 

wards me in the molt pitiful perfidious manner; and 

was actually glad at his diſappointment in the ſucceſs of 
his favourite piece, which, by the ſtrength of art, linger- 
ed till the third night, and then died in a deplorable 
manner. But, now that paſſion has no ſhare in my re- 
tlection, I am willing to aſcribe his behaviour to his 
want of memory or want of judgment, which, you 
know, are natural defects, that are more worthy of 
co: dpaſſion than r reproach. | 

hh this time I happened to be in company with 
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a gentlewoman, who, having heard of my tragedy, told 


me, ſhe was acquainted with the wife of a gentleman, 


who was very well known to a lady, who had great in- 
tereſt with a perſon who was intimate with Earl Sheer- 
wit, and that, if I pleaſed, ſhe would uſe her influence 
in my behalf. As this nobleman had the character of 


a Mæcenas in the nation, and could ſtamp a value upon 


any work by his. ſole countenance and approbation, 
I accepted her offer with eagerneſs, in full confi- 
dence of ſeeing my reputation eſtabliſhed, and my 


withes fulfilled in a very ſhort time, provided that 1 


ſhould have the good fortune to pleaſe his Lordſhip's 
taſte. I withdrew the manuſcript from the hands of 
Mr Brayer, and committed it to the care of this gentle- 
woman, who laboured ſo effectually in my intereſt, that 
in leſs than a month it was conyeyed to the Earl, and, 
in a few weeks after, I had the ſatisfaction to hear that 
he had read and approved it very much. Tranſported 


with this piece of intelligente, I flattered myſelf with 
the hopes of his intereſting himſelf in its favour z but 


hearing no more of this matter in three whole months, 
I began (God forgive me) to ſuſpect the veracity of the 
perſon who brought me the good tidings ; for I thought 
it impoſſible that a man of his rank and character, who 
knew the difficulty of writing a good tragedy; and un- 
derſtood the dignity of the work, ſhould read and ap- 


laud an eſſay of this kind, without feeling an inclina- 


tion to befriend the author, whom his countenance alone 
could raiſe above dependence. But it was not long be- 
fore I found my friend very much wronged by my opi- 
nion. a | 

„ You muſt know that the civilities I had received 
from Lord Rattle, and the defire he manifeſted to pro- 
mote the ſucceſs of my play, encouraged me to write 


an account of my bad fortune to his Lordihip, who 
condeſcended ſo far as to defire, by letter, a young 


to eſpouſe my cauſe, and, in particular, make me ac- 

quainted with one Mr Marmozet a celebrated player, 

who had lately appeared on the ſtage with aſtoniſh- 

ing eclat, and bore ſuch ſway in the houſe where he acted 

that the managers durſt not refuſe any thing he recom- 
V Oh bi LI 


Squire of a great eſtate, with whom he was intimate, 
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mended. | The young gentleman whom Lord Rattle 
had employed for this purpoſe, being diffident of his 
own intereft with Mr Marmozet, had recourſe to a 
nobleman. of his acquaintance, who, at his ſolicitation, 
was ſo good as to introduce me to him; and the conver- 
fation turning upon my performance, F was not a little 
ſurpriſed, as well as pleaſed, to-hear, that Earl Sheerwit 
had ſpoken very much in its praiſe, and even ſent Mr 
Marmozet the copy, with a meſlage expreſſing a deſire 
that he would act in it next. ſeaſon. - Nor was the fa- 
vourite actor backward in commending the piece, which 
he mentioned with ſome expreſſions of regard, that I 
do not chuſe to repeat; aſſuring me that he would ap- 
pear in it, provided he ſhould be engaged to play at all 
during the enſuing ſeaſon. In the mean time, he de- 
ſired I would give him leave to peruſe it in the coun- 
try, whither he intended to remove next day, that he 
might have leiſure to conſider and point out ſuch alte- 
rations as might, perhaps, be neceflary for its repreſen- 
tation; and took my direction, that he might com- 
municate by letter the obſervations he ſhould make. 
Truſting to theſe aſſurances, and the intereſt which had 


been made in my behalf, I hugged myſelf in the ex- 


pectation of ſeeing it not only acted, but acted to the 
greateſt advantage; and this I thought could not fail 
of recompenſing me in an ample manner for the anxie- 
ty and affliction I had undergone : But ſix weeks being 
elapſed, I did not know: how to- reconcile Mr Mar- 
mozet's ſilence, with his promiſe of writing to me 
in ten days after he ſet out for the country; how- 
ever, I was at laſt favoured with a letter, importing that 
he had made {ome remarks. on my tragedy, which 
he would freely impart at meeting, and adviſing me 
to put it, without loſs of time, into the hands of that 
manager who had the beſt company, as he himſelf 
was quite uncertain whether or not he ſhould be en- 
gaged that winter.—I was a good deal alarmed at 
this laſt part of his letter, and adviſed about it with a 
friend,. who told me, it was a plain indication of Mr 
Marmozet's deſire to get rid of his promiſe z that his 
pretended uncertainty about acting next winter was 
no other than a ſcandalous evaſion ;. for, to his certain 
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knowledge, he was already engaged, or at leaſt in 
terms with Mr Vandal; and that his deſign was to 
diſappoint me, in favour of a new comedy, which he 
had purchaſed of the author, and intended to bring 
upon the ſtage for his own advantage. In ſhort, my 
dear Sir, this perſon, who, I muſt own, is of a ſan- 
guine complexion, handled the moral character of Mr 
Marmozet with ſuch. ſeverity, that I began to ſuſpect 
him of ſome particular prejudice, and put myſelf upon 
my guard againſt his infinuations, I ought to crave par- 
don for this tedious narration of trivial circumſtances, 
which, however intereſting they may be to me, mult 
certainly be very dry and inſipid to the ear of one un- 
concerned in the affair. But I underſtand the mean- 
ing of your looks, and will proceed. Well, Sir, Mr 
Marmozet, upon his return to town, treated me with 
uncommon complaiſance, and invited me to his lodg- 
ings, where he propoſed to communicate his remarks, 
which I confeſs were more unfavourable than I expect- 
ed; but I anſwered his objections, and, as I thought, 
brought him over to my opinion ; for, on the whole, 
he ſignified the higheſt approbation of the performance. 
In the courſe of our diſpute, I was not a little ſurpriſed 
to find this poor gentleman's memory ſo treacherous 
as to let him forget what he had ſaid to me, before he 
went out of town, in regard to Earl Sheerwit's opinion 
of my play, which he now profefled himſelf ignorant 
of; and I was extremely mortified at hearing from his 
own mouth, that his intereſt with Mr Vandal was ſo 
very low, as to be inſufficient of itſelf to bring a new 
piece upon the ſtage. I then begged his advice, and 
he counſelled me to apply to Earl Sheerwit for a meſ- 
ſage in my favour to the manager, who would not pre- 
ſume to refuſe any thing recommended by ſo great a 
man; and he was ſo kind as to promiſe to ſecond this 
meſſage with all his power. I had immediate recourſe 
to the worthy gentlewoman my friend already mention- 
ed, who opened the channels of her conveyance with 
ſuch expedition, that in a few days I had a promiſe ot 
the meſſage, provided I could aſſure myſelf of Mr Van- 
dal's being unengaged to any other author; for his 
Lordſhip did not chuſe to condeſcend fo far, until he 
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ſhould underſtand that there was a probability (at leaſt) 
of ſucceeding z ; at the ſame time that bleſſed me with 
this piece of news, I was ſtartled at another, by the 
ſame channel of communication ; which was, that Mr 
 Marmozet, before he adviſed me to this application, had 

| informed the Earl, that he had read my play, and found 
it altogether unfit for the ſtage. Though I could not 
doubt the certainty of this intelligence, I believed there 
was ſome miſapprehenfion in the caſe; and without 
taking any notice of it, told Mr Marmozet the anſwer 
I had been favoured with; and he promiſed to aſk Mr 
Vandal the queſtion propoſed, I waited upon him in a 
day or two, when he gave me to underſtand, that Mr 
Vandal having profeſſed himſelf free of all engage- 
ments, he had put my play into his hands, and repre- 
ſented it as a piece ſtrongly recommended by Earl 
Sheerwit, who (he aſſured him) would honour him with 
a meſſage in its favour; and he deſired me to call for 
an anſwer at Mr Vandal houſe in three days: I fol- 
lowed his directions, and found the manager, who, be- 
ing made acquainted with my buſineſs, owned that Mr 
Marmozet had given him a manuſcript play, but denied 
that he had mentioned Earl Sheerwit's name. When 
I informed him of the circumſtances of the affair, he 
faid, he had no engagement with any author; that he 
would read my tragedy forthwith; and did not believe 
he ſhould venture to reject it in contradiction to his 
Lordſhip” s opinion, for which he had the utmoſt vene- 
ration, but put it into rehearſal without loſs of time. I 
was ſo much intoxicated with this encouragement, that 
I overlooked the myſterious conduct of Mr Marmozet, 
and attended the manager at the time appointed, when, 
to my infinite confuſion, he pronounced my play im- 
proper for the ſtage, and rejected it accordingly. As 
ſoon as I could recollect myſelf from the diſorder into 
which this unexpected refuſal had thrown me, I ex- 
preſſed a deſire of hearing his objections, which were 
ſo groundleſs, indiſtinct, and unintelligible, that I per- 
ſuaded myſelf he had not at all peruſed the piece, but 
had been prompted by ſomebody, whoſe leſſons he had 
not rightly retained. However, I have been ſince in- 
formed, that the poor man's head, which was not na- 
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turally very clear, had been diſordered with ſuperſtition, 
and that he laboured under the tyranny of a wife, and 
the terrors of hell fire at the ſame time. Precipitated 
in this manner, from the higheſt pinnacle of hope, to 
the abyſs of deſpondence, I was ready to ſink under 
the burden of my affliction 3 and, in the bitterneſs of 
my anguiſh, could not help entertaining ſome doubts of 
Mr Marmozet's integrity, when I recollected and com- 
pared the circumſtances of his conduct towards me. I 
was encouraged in this ſuſpicion, by being told, that my 
Lord Sheerwit had ſpoke of his character with great 
contempt z and, in particular, reſented his inſolence in 
oppoſing his own taſte to that of his Lordſhip con- 
cerning my tragedy. While I heſitated between dif- 
ferent opinions of the matter, that friend, who (as I 
told you before) was a little hot-headed,. favoured me 
with a viſit, and having heard a circumſtantial account 
of the whole affair, could not contain his indignation, 
but affirmed without ceremony, that Marmozet was the 
ſole occaſion of my diſappointment ; that he had acted 
from firſt to laſt with the moſt perfidious diflimula- 
tion, cajoling me with inſifivating civilities, while he 
underhand employed all his art and influence to pre- 
judice the ignorant manager againſt my performance; 


that nothing could equal his hypocriſy but his avarice, ' 


which engroſſed the faculties of his ſoul ſo much, 
that he ſcrupled not to be guilty of the meaneſt prac- 
tices to gratify that ſordid appetite; that, in conſequence 
of this diſpoſition, he had proſtituted his honour in 
betraying my inexperience, and in undermining the 
intereſt of another author of eſtabliſhed reputation, 
who had alſo offered a tragedy to the ſtage, which he 
thought would interfere with the ſucceſs of the comedy 
he had bought, and determined to bring on at all events. 

J was ſhocked at the deſcription of ſuch a monſter, 
which I could not believe exifted in the world, bad as 


it is, and argued againſt the aſſeverations of my friend, 


by demonſtrating the bad policy of ſuch behaviour, 
which could not fail of entailing infamy upon the au- 
thor ; and the ſmall temptation that a man of Mr Mar- 
mozet's figure and ſucceſs could have to conſult his in- 
tereſt in ſuch a groveling manner, which muſt create 
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. contempt and abhorrence of him in his patrons, and 
effectually deprive him of the countenance and pro- 
tection he now enjoys in ſuch an eminent degree. He 
pretended to laugh at my ſimplicity, and aſked if 1 
knew for which of his virtues he was ſo much careſſed 
by the people of faſhion. _ It is not (ſaid he) for the 
qualities of his heart, that this little paraſite is invited 
to the tables of Dukes and Lords, who hire extraordi- 
nary cooks for his entertainment: His avarice they ſee 
not, his ingratitude they feel not, his hypocriſy accom- 
modates itſelf to their humours, and is of conſequence 
pleafing; but he is chiefly courted for his buffoonery, 
and will be admitted into the choiceſt parties of quality for 
his talent of mimicking Punch and his wife Joan, when 
2 poet of the moſt exquiſite genius is not able to attract 
the leaſt regard.” God forbid, Mr Random, that I 
ſhould credit aſſertions that degrade the dignity of our 
ſuperiors ſo much, and repreſent that poor man as the 
moſt abject of all beings! No! I looked upon them as 
the hyperboles of paffion; and though that comedy 
of which he ſpoke did actually appear, I dare not 
doubt the innocence of Mr Marmozet, who, I am 
told, is as much as ever in favour with the Earl; a cir- 
cumſtance that, ſurely, could not be, unleſs he had vin- 
dicated his character to the ſatisfaction of his Lord- 
ſhip. Pray forgive this long digreſlion, and give me 
the hearing a little longer; for, thank heaven! I am 
now near the goal. X | 

« BAFFLED in all my attempts, I deſpaired of ſeeing 
my play acted ; and bethought myſelf of chuſing ſome 
employment, that might afford a 2 though mean ſub- 
ſiſtence; but my landlord, to whom I was by this time 
conſiderably indebted, and who had laid his account 
with having his money paid all in a heap, from the pro- 
fits of my third night, could not bruik his diſappoint- 
ment, therefore made another effort in my behalf, and, 
by dint of intereſt, procured a meſlage from a lady of 
faſhion to Mr Erayer, who had always profeſſed a great 
veneration for her, defiring that he would ſet up my 
play forthwith, and aſſuring him that ſhe and all her 
friends would ſupport it in the performance: 'To 


ſtrengthen my intereſt, ſhe engaged his beſt actors in 
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my cauſe; and in ſhort exerted herſelf fo much, that it 
was again received, and my hopes began to revive. But 
Mr Brayer, honeſt man, was ſo much engroſſed by bu- 
ſineſs of vaſt conſequence, though to appearance he had 
nothing at all to do, that he could not find time to read 
it until the ſeaſon was pretty far advanced; and read it 
he muſt, for, notwithſtanding his having peruſed it be- 
fore, his memory did not retain one circumſtance of the 
matter. 


« AT length he favoured it with his attention , and, 


having propoſed certain alterations, ſent his duty to the 
lady who patronized it, and promiſed, on his honour, 
to bring it on next winter, provided theſe alterations 
ſhould be made, and the copy delivered to him before 
the end'of April. With an aching heart, I ſubmitted 
to theſe conditions, and performed them accordingly : 
But fortune owed me another unforeſeen mortification; 
Mr Marmozet, during the ſummer, became joint paten- 
tee with Mr Brayer; ſo that, when I claimed perfor- 
mance of articles, I was told, he could do nothing with- 


out the conſent of his partner, who was pre-engaged to 


another author. 

« My condition was rendered deſperate by the death of 
my good friend and landlord, whoſe executors obtained 
a judgment againſt my effects, which they ſeized, turned 
me out into the ſtreets naked, friendleſs, and forlorn; 
there I was arreſted at the ſuit of my taylor, and thrown 
into this priſon, where I have made ſhift to live theſe 
five weeks on the bounty of my fellow-priſoners, who, I 
hope, are not the worſe for the inſtruction and good of- 
fices by which I manifeſt my gratitude ; but, in ſpite of 
all their charitable endeavours, my life was ſcarce tole- 
rable, until your uncommon benevolence enabled me to 
enjoy it with comfort.” 
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CHAPTER LXW 
Jam ſeized with a deep melancholy, and become a floven— 
am relieved by my uncle—he prevails upon me to engage 
avith his owners, as ſurgeon of the ſhip which he com- 
mands—he makes me a conſiderable preſent—entertains 
Strap as his reward —1 take leave of my friends, and go 
on board—the ſhip arrives in the Downs. | 
SHALL not make any reflections on this ſtory, in 
the courfe of which the reader muſt perceiye how 
egregiouſly the ſimplicity and milky diſpoſition of this 
worthy man had been duped and abuſed by a ſet of 
ſcoundrels, who were ſo habituated to falſehood and e- 
quivocation, that I verily believe; they would have found 
the utmoſt difficulty in uttering one ſyllable of truth, 
though their lives had depended upon their fincerity. 
Notwithſtanding all I had ſuffered from the knayery and 
ſelfiſhneſs of mankind, I was amazed and incenſed at the 
baſe indifference which ſuffered ſuch uncommon merit 
as he poſſeſſed to languiſh in obſcurity, and ſtruggle 
with all the miſeries of a loathſome jail 5 and ſhould 
have bleſſed the occaſion that ſecluded me from ſuch a 
perfidious world, had not the remembrance of the ami- 
able Narciſſa preſerved my attachment to that ſociety of 
which ſhe conſtituted a part. The picture of that love- 
ly creature was the conſtant companion of my ſolitude: 
How often did I contemplate the reſemblance of thoſe 
enchanting features that firſt captivated my heart | How 
often did I weep over thoſe endearing ſcenes which her 
image recalled ; and how often did I curſe my perfidious 
fate for having robbed me of the fair original]! In vain - 
did my imagination flatter me with ſchemes of future 
happineſs ; ſurly reaſon always interpoſed, and, in a 
moment, overthrew the unſubſtantial fabric, by chaſ- 
tiſing the extravagance of my hope, and repreſenting my 
unhappy ſituation in the right point of view: In vain 
did I fly for refuge to the amuſements of the place, and 
cngage in the parties of Jackſon, at cards, billiards, nine- 
pins, and fives; a train of melancholy thoughts took 
poſſeſſion of my ſoul, which even the converſation. of 
Melopoyn could not divert. I ordered Strap to enquire 
every day at Banter's lodgings, in expectation of hearing 
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again from my charmer; and my diſappointment con- 
ſiderably augmented my chagrin. My affectionate valet 
was infected with my ſorrow, and often ſat with me 
whole hours without ſpeaking, uttering ſigh for ſigh, 
and ſhedding tear for tear. This fellowſhip increaſed 
our diſtemper; he became incapable of buſineſs, and 
was diſcarded by his maſter; while I, ſeeing my money 
melt away, without any certainty of deliverance, and, in 
ſhort, all my hopes fruſtrated, grew negligent of life, 
loſt all appetite, and degenerated into ſuch a ſloven, that 
during the ſpace of two months, I was neither waſhed, 
ſhifted, nor ſhaved ; ſo that my face, rendered meagre 
with abſtinence, was obſcured with dirt, and overſhadow- 
ed with hair, and my whole appearance ſqualid and even 
frightful ; when, one day, Strap brought me notice, that 
there was a man below who wanted to ſpeak with me. 
Rouſed at this intelligence, and in full hopes of receiving 
a letter from the dear object of my love, I ran down 
ſtairs with the utmoſt precipitation, and found, to my 
infinite ſurpriſe, my generous uncle Mr Bowling. Tran- 
ſported at the ſight, I ſprung forward to embrace him. 
Upon which he ſtarted aſide with great agility, drew 
his hanger, and put himſelf upon his guard, crying, 
« Avaſt, brother, avaſt ! ſheer off— Lo ho! you turn- 
key, why don't you keep a better look-out ? here's one 
of your crazy priſoners broke from his laſhings, I do 
ſuppoſe.” I could not help laughing heartily at his miſ-- 
take; but this I ſoon rectified by my voice, which he 
inſtantly recollected, and ſhook me, by the hand with 
great affection, teſtifying his concern at ſeeing me in 
ſuch a miſerable condition. ; 

I conDUCTED him to my apartment, where, in pre- 
ſence of Strap, whom I introduced to him as one of my 
beſt friends, he gave me to underſtand, that he was juſt 
arrived from the coaſt of Guinea, after having made 
a pretty ſucceſsful voyage, in which he had acted as 
mate, until the ſhip was attacked by a French privateer z 
that the captain being killed during the engagement, he 
had taken the command, and was ſo fortunate as to fink 
the enemy ; after which exploit he fell in with a mer- 
chant ſhip from Martinico, laden with ſugar, indigo, and 
ſome ſilver; and, by virtue of his letter of marque, at- 
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tacked, took, and brought her ſafe into Kinſale, in Ire- 
land, where ſhe was condemned as a lawful prize; by 
which means he had not only got a pretty ſum of money, 
but alſo acquired the favour of his owners, who had al- 
ready conferred upon him the command of a large ſhip, 
mounted with twenty nine-pounders, ready to ſail upon 
a very advantageous voyage, which he was not at liberty 
to diſcover. And he aflured me, that it was with the 
greateſt difficulty he had found me, in conſequence of 
2 direction left tor him at his lodgings at Wapping. 

I was rejoiced beyond meaſure at this account of his 
good fortune; and, at his deſire, recounted all the ad- 
ventures that had happened to me ſince we parted. 
When he underſtood the particulars of Strap's attach- 
ment to me, he ſqueezed his hand very cordially, and 
promiſed to make a man of him ; then giving me ten 
guineas for my preſent occaſion, took a direction for the 
taylor who arreſted me, and went away in order to diſ- 
charge the debt, telling me at parting, that he would 
ſoon fetch up all my lee-way with a wet ſail. 

I was utterly confounded at this ſudden tranſition, 
which affected me more than any reverſe I had former- 
ly felt; and a crowd of incoherent ideas ruſhed ſo im- 
petuouſly upon my imagination, that my reaſon could 
neither ſeparate nor connect them, when Strap, whole 
joy had manifeſted itſelf in a thouſand fooleries, came 
into my room with his thaving utenſils, and, without any 
previous intimation, began to lather my beard, whiſtling 
with great emotion all the while. I ſtarted from my re- 
verie, and being too well acquainted with Strap, to truſt 
myſelf in his hands while he was under ſuch agitation, 
deſired to be exculed, ſent for another barber, and ſuf- 
fered mylelf to be trimmed. Having performed the 
ceremony of ablution, I ſhifted, and dreſſing in my gay- 
eſt apparel, waited for the return of my uncle, who was 
agrecably ſurpriſed at my ſudden transformation. 

Turs beneficent kinſman had ſatisfied my creditor, 
and obtained an order for my diſcharge, ſo that I was 
Lo longer a priſoner ; but as I had ſome reluctance to 
part with my friends and fellows in diſtreſs, I prevailed- 
upon Mr Bowling to favour us with his company, and 
invited Mr Melopoyn and Jackſon to ſpend the evening 
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at my apartment, where I regaled them with a ſupper, 
good wine, and the news of my releaſe, on which they 
heartily congratulated me, notwithſtanding the loſs of 
my company, which, they were pleaſed to ſay, they 
ſhould ſeverely feel. As for Jackſon, his misfortune 
made ſo little impreſſion on himſelf, and he was altogether 
{o looſe, indifferent, and indiſcreet, that I could ſcaͤrce 
pity his ſituation: But I had gonceived a veneration and 
friendſhip for the poet, who was, in all reſpects, an ob- 
ject much more worthy of compaſſion and regard. 
When our gueſts withdrew, and my uncle had retired, 
with an intention to viſit me next morning, I made up a 
bundle of ſome linen, and other neceſſaries, and bidding 
Strap carry them to Mr Melopoyn's lodging, went thither 
myſelf, and preſſed it upon his acceptance, with five gui- 
neas, which with much difficulty he received, aſſuring 
me at the ſame time, that he ſhould never have it in his 
power to make ſatisfaction. I then aſked if I could ſerve 
him any other way: To which he anſwered, « You 
already have done too much ;” and unable to contain the 
emotions of his ſoul any longer, burſt into tears, and 
wept aloud. Moved at this ſpectacle, I left him to his 
repoſe; and when my uncle returned in the morning, 
repreſented his character in ſuch a favourable light, that 
the honeſt ſeaman was affected with his diſtreſs, and de- 
termined to follow my example, in preſenting him with 
five pieces more : Upon which, that I might fave him 
ſome confuſion, I adviſed Mr Bowling to incloſe it in a 
letter to be delivered by Strap after we ſhould be gone. 

Ius was accordingly done, I took a formal leave 
of all my acquaintance in the jail, and juſt as I was 
about to ſtep into a hackney-coach at the gate, Jackſon 
calling me, I returned, and he aſked me in a whiſper, 
if I could lend him a ſhilling? His demand being ſo 
moderate, and in all likelihood the laſt he would make 
upon me, I ſlipped a guinea into his hand, which he no 
ſooner perceived, than he cried, «O Jeſus! a guinea bt 
then laying hold of a button of my coat, broke out into 
an immederate fit of laughter; and when his convulſion 
was ended, told me, I was an honeſt fellow, and let 
me go. The coachman was ordered to drive to Mr 
Bowling's lodgings, where, when we arrived, he enter- 
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ed into a ſerious diſcourſe with me on the ſubject of my 
ſituation, and propoſed that I ſhould fail with him in 
quality of his ſurgeon; in which caſe he would put me 
in a method of getting a fortune in a few years by my 
own induſtry; and aſſured me, that I might expect to 


inherit all that he ſhould die poſſeſſed of, provided I 


ſhould ſurvive him. Though I was penetrated with a 
ſenſe of his generoſity, I was ſtartled at a propoſal that 
offered violence to my love, and ſignified my ſentiments 
on that head, which he did not ſeem to reliſh, but ob- 
ſerved, that love was the fruit of idleneſs; that, when 
once I ſhould be employed in buſineſs, and my mind 
engaged in making money, I ſhould be no more 
troubled with theſe filly notions, which none but your 
fair-weather Jacks, who have nothing but their plea- 


ſure to mind, ought to entertain. I was piqued at this 


inſinuation, which I looked upon as a reproach, and, 
without giving myſelf time to deliberate, accepted his 


offer. He was overjoyed at my compliance, carried me 


immediately to his chief owner, with whom a bargain 
was ſtruck; ſo that then I could not retra& with ho- 
nour, had I been ever ſo much averſe to the agreement. 
That I might not have time to cool, he bade me draw 
out a liſt of medicines for a complement of five hundred 
men, adapted to the diſtempers of hot climates, and ſuf- 
ficient for a voyage of eighteen months, and carry it to 
a certain wholeſale apothecary, who would alſo provide 
me in two well qualified mates. While I was thus 
employed, Strap came in, and looked very blank, when 
he underſtood my reſolution : However, after a pauſe 
of ſome minutes, he inſiſted upon going along with me; 
and at my defire was made ſhip's ſteward by Captain 
Bowling, who promiſed to be at the expence of fitting 
him out, and to lend him two hundred pounds to pur- 
chaſe an adventure. 
WHEN I had delivered my liſt of medicines, choſen 
a N of my own countrymen for mates, and beſpoke 
of chirurgical inſtruments, my uncle told me, that, 
ns Ab laſt voyage, he had cleared almoſt three thouſand 
pounds, one third of which he would immediately make 
over and put into my hands; that he would procure 
for me credit to the value of as much more, in ſuch 
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goods as would turn to beſt account in the country to 
which we were bound; and that, although he looked 
upon my intereſt as his own, he would keep the remain- 
ing part of his fortune in his own diſpoſal, with a view 
of preſerving his independence, and a power of puniſh- 
ing me, in caſe I ſhould not make a good uſe of what 
he had already beſtowed. | 
W1THOUT troubling the reader with an account of 
the effect which this ſurpriſing generoſity had upon my 
mind, I ſhall only ſay, that his promiſes were inſtantly 
performed, and an invoice of merchandize proper for 
the voyage preſented to me, that I might purchaſe the 
goods, and ſhip them with all expedition. In the midſt 
of this hurry, the remembrance of my charming Nar- 
cifla often interpoſed, and made me the moſt miſerable 
of all mortals. I was diſtracted with the thought of 
being torn from her, perhaps, for ever; and though the 
hope of ſeeing her again might have ſupported me un- 
der the torments of ſeparation, I could not reflect upon 
the anguiſh ſhe muſt feel at parting with me, and the 
inceſſant ſorrows to which her tender boſom would be 
expoſed during my abſence, without being pierced with 
the deepeſt affliction. As my imagination was daily 
and nightly upon the rack to invent ſome method of 
mitigating this cruel ſtroke, or at leaſt of acquitting my 
love and honour in the opinion of this gentle creature, 
I at length ſtumbled upon an expedient, with which the 
reader will be made acquainted in due time; and, in 
conſequence of my determination, became leſs uneaſy 
and diſturbed. | 
Mr buſineſs being finiſhed, and the ſhip ready to ſail, 
I reſolved to make my laſt appearance among my ac- 
quaintance at the other end of the town, where I had 
not been ſeen ſince my impriſonment ; and as I had, by 
the advice of my uncle, taken off ſome very rich cloaths 
for ſale, I put on the gayeſt ſuit in my poſſeſſion, and 
went in a chair to the coffeehouſe I uſed to frequent, 
where I found my friend Banter fo confounded at the 
magnificence of my dreſs, that, when I made up to him, 
he gazed at me with a look of aſtoniſhment, without 
being able, for ſome minutes, to open his lips; then 
pulling me aſide by the fleeve, and fixing his eyes on 
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mine, accoſted me in this manner: ⸗ Random, where the 
devil have you been? eh {—W hat is the meaning of all 
this finery !—Oho! I underſtand you. Vou are. juſt 
arrived from the country ? what! the roads are good, 
ch! Well, Random, you are a bold fellow, and a lucky 
fellow |—but take care, the pitcher goes often to the 
well, but is broke at laſt.” So faying, he pointed to his 
collar; by which geſture, and the broken hints he had 
ejaculared, I found he ſuſpected me of having robbed on 
the highway; and I laughed very heartily at his ſuppo- 
fition. Without explaining myſelf any further, I told 
dim he was miſtaken in his conjecture; that I had been 
for ſome time paſt with the relation of whom he had 
frequently heard me ſpeak; and that, as IJ ſhould fet 
out next day upon my travels, I had come to take my 
leave of my friends, and to receive of him the money 
he had borrowed from me, which, now that I was going 
abroad, I thould certainly have occaſion for. He was a 
little diſconcerted at this demand]; but, recollecting him 
ſelf in a moment, ſwore in an affected paſſion, that I had 
uſed him extremely ill, and he would never forgive me, 
for having, by this ſhort warning, put it out of his 
power to free himſelf of an obligation he could no 
longer bear. I could not help {miling at this pretended 
delicacy, which I commended highly, telling him, he 
needed not to be uneaſy on that ſcore, for I would give 
him a direction to a merchant in the city, with whom 1 
would leave a diſcharge for the ſum, to be delivered 
upon payment. le protefled much joy at this expe- 
dient, and with great eagerneſs aſked the perſon's name 
and place of abode, which he forthwith wrote in his 
pocket-book, aſſuring me, that he ſhould not be long 
in my debt. This affair, which I knew he would never 
after think of, being ſettled to his ſatisfaction, I ſent 
cards to all my friends, deſiring the favour of their 
company at a tavern in the evening, when they honour- 
ed my invitation, and I had the pleaſure of treating 
them in a very elegant manner, at which they expreſſed 
_ equal admiration as applauſe. Having enjoyed our- 
ſelves till midnight, I took my leave of them, and was 
well nigh ſtifled with carefles: Next day I ſet out with 
Strap in a poſt-chaiſe for Graveſend, where we went on 
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board, and, the wind ſerving, weighed anchor in leſs 
than twelve kours. Without meeting with any acci- 
dent, we reached the Downs, where we were obliged to 
come to an anchor, and wait for an eaſterly wind to 
carry us out of the Channel. | 


5 CHAPTER IXV. 
1 ſet out for Sufſex—conſult Mrs Sagely—atchieve an in- 


terview with Narciſſa—return to the ſhip—we get clear 


of the Channel] learn our deſtination—we are chaced 
by a large ſhip—the company are diſmayed, and encou- 
raged by the captain's ſpcech—our purſuer happens to be 
an Engliſh man of war —we arrive at the coaft of Gui- 
nea, purchaſe 400 negroes, fail for Paraguay, get ſafe 
into the river of Plate, and ſell our cargo to great ad- 
vantage. 

T was now I put in execution the ſcheme J had pro- 
Jected at London; and aſking leave of the captain 
for Strap and me to ſtay on ſhore till the wind ſhould 
become favourable, my requeſt was granted, becauſe he 
had orders to remain in the Downs until he ſhould receive 


ſome diſpatches from London, which he did not expect 


in leſs than a week. Having imparted my reſolution to 
my truſty valet, who (though he endeavoured to diſ- 
ſuade me from ſuch a raſh undertaking) would not quit 
me in the enterpriſe, I hired horſes, and ſet out imme- 
diately for that part of Suſſex where my charmer was 
confined, which was not above thirty miles diſtant from 
Deal, where we mounted. As I was perfectly well ac- 
quainted with the extent of the Squire's eſtate and in- 
fluence, I halted within five miles of his houle, where 
we remained till the twilight, at which time we ſet for- 
ward, and, by the favour of a dark night, reached a copſe 
about half a mile from the village where Mrs Sagely 
lived. Here we left ovr horſes tied to a tree, and went 
directly to the houſe of my old benefactreſs, Strap trem- 
bling all the way, and venting ejaculatory petitions to 
Heaven for our ſafety. Her habitation being quite ſo- 
litary, we arrived at the door without being obſerved, 
when J ordered my companion to enter by himſelf, and, 
in caſe there ſhould be company with her, deliver a let- 
ter which I had writ for that purpoſe, and ſay that a 
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friend of hers in London, underſtanding that he iritend- 
ed to travel this road, had committed it to his care. He 
rapped at the door, to which the good old matron co- 
ming, told him, that being a lone woman, he muſt ex- 
cuſe her if ſhe did not open it until he had declared his 
name and buſineſs. He anſwered, that his name was 
unknown to her, and that his buſineſs was to deliver a 
letter, which (to free her from all manner of apprehen- 
ſion) he would convey to her through the ſpace between 
the door and threſhold; This he inſtantly performed; 
and {he no ſooner read the contents, which ſpecified 
my being preſent, than ſhe cried, “ If the perſon who 
wrote this letter be at hand, let him ſpeak, that I may 
be aftured by his voice whether or not I may ſafely ad- 
mit him.” I forthwith applied my mouth to the key- 
hole, and pronounced, „Dear mother, you need not be 
afraid, it is I, fo much indebted to your goodneſs, who 
now crave admittance.” She knew my voice, and, 
opening the door immediately, received me with a truly 
| | maternal affection, manifeſting by the tears ſhe let fall 
i | her concern leſt I ſhould be diſcovered, for ſhe had 
| been informed of every thing that had happened be- 
tween Narciſſa and me, from the dear captive's own 
mouth. When I explained the motive of my journey, 
which was no other than a deſire of ſeeing the ob- 
ject of my love before 1 ſhould quit the kingdom, that 
I might in perſon convince her of the neceſſity I was 
under to leave her, reconcile her to that event, by de- 
ſcribing the advantages that in all probability would 
= . attend it, repeat my vows of eternal conſtancy, and en- 
Joy the melancholy pleaſure of a tender embrace at 
parting ; I ſay, when I had thus ſignified my intention, 
Mrs Sagely told me, that Narcifla, upon her return 
from Bath, had been ſo ſtrictly watched, that no- 
body but one or two of the ſervants, devoted to her 
brother, was admitted to her preſence; that afterwards 
ſhe had been a little enlarged, and was permitted to ſee 
company, during which indulgence ſhe had been ſeveral - 
times at her cottage z but of late ſhe had been betrayed 
by one of the ſervants, who diſcovered to the ſquire, 
that he had once carried a letter from her to the poſt- 
houſe directed to me; upon which information the was 
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now more confined than ever, and that I could have no 
chance of ſeeing her, unleſs I would run the riſk of get- 


ting into the garden, where the and her maid were 


every day allowed to take the air, and lie hid until I 
ſhould have an opportunity of ſpeaking to them—an 
adventure attended with ſuch danger, that no man 
in his right wits would attempt it. This enterpriſe, ha- 
zardous as it was, I reſolved to perform, in ſpite of all 
the arguments of Mrs Sagely, who reaſoned, chid, and 
entreated by turns, and the tears and prayers of Strap, 
who conjured me, on his knees, to have more regard to 
myſelf, as well as to him, than to tempt my own de- 
ſtruction in ſuch a precipitate manner. I was deaf to 
every thing but the ſuggeſtions of my love; and order- 
ing him to return immediately with the horſes to the 
inn from whence we ſet out, and wait for my coming in 
that place, he at firſt peremptorily refuſed to leave me, 
until I perſuaded him, that, if our horſes ſhould remain 
where they were till day-light, they would certainly 
be diſcovered, and the whole county alarmed. On this 
_ conſideration, he took his leave in a ſorrowful plight, 
kiſſed my hand, and weeping, cried, „God knows if 
ever I ſhall ſee you again.” — My kind landlady, finding 
me obſtinate, gave me her beſt advice how to behave 
in the execution of my project; and, after having per- 
ſuaded me to take a little refreſhment, accommodated 
me with a bed, and left me to my repoſe. Early in 
the morning, I aroſe, and, armed with a couple of load- 
ed piſtols and a hanger, went to the back of the 


ſquire's garden, climbed over the wall, and, according 


to Mrs Sagely's direction, concealed myſelf in a thicket, 
hard by an alcove that . terminated a walk at a good 
diſtance from the houſe, which (I was told) my miſtreſs 
chiefly frequented. Here I abſconded from five o'clock 


in the morning to fix in the evening, without ſeeing a 


human creature; at laſt I perceived two women ap- 
proaching, whom, by my throbbing heart, I ſoon re- 
cognized to be the adorable Narciſſa and Miſs Wil- 
liams. I felt the ſtrongeſt agitation of ſoul at the 
ſightz and gueſſing that they would repoſe themſelves 
in the alcove, ſtepped into it unperceived, and laid upon 
the {tone table a picture of myſelf in miniature, fox. 
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which I had fatin London, purpoling to leave it witlz 
Narciſſa before I ſhould go abroad. I expoſed it in 
this manner, as an introduction to my own appearance, 
which, without ſome previous intimation, 1 was afraid 
might have an unlucky effect upon the delicate nerves 
of my ſair enſlaver; and then withdrew into the 
thicket, where I could hear their diſcourſe, and ſuit 
myſelf to the circumſtances of the occaſion. As they 
advanced, I obſerved an air of melancholy in the coun- 
tenance of Nareifla, blended with ſuch unſpeakable 
ſweetneſs, that I could ſcarce refrain from flying into her 
arms, and killing away the pearly drop that ſtood col- 
lected in each bewitching eye. According to my ex- 
pectation, ſhe entered the alcove, and perceiving ſome- 
thing on the table, took it up. No ſooner did the caſt 
her eye upon the features, than, ſtartled at the reſem- 
blance, the cried, „Good God!“ and the roſes inſtant- 
ly vaniſhed from her cheeks. Her coniident, alarmed at 
this exclamation, looked at the picture, and, ftruck with 
the likeneſs, exclaimed, “O Jeſus! the very fea- 
tures of Mr Random !” Narzcitla having recollected her- 
ſelf a little, ſaid, „Whatever angel brought it hither 
as a comfort to me in my atlliction, I am thankful for 
the benefit, and will preferve it as the deareſt object of 
my care.” So ſaying, ſhe kiſſed it with ſurpriſing ar- 
dour, thed a flood of tears, and then depofited the life- 
leſs image in her lovely boſom. Tranſported at theſe 
fymptoms of her unaltered affection, I was about to 
throw myſelf at her feet, when Miſs Williams, whoſe 
reflection was leſs engaged than that of her miſtreſs, 
obſerved, that the picture could not tranſport itſelf hi- 
ther, and that ſhe could not help thinking 1 was not 
far off. The gentle Narciſſa ſtarting at this conjecture, 
anſwered, « Heaven forbid! for although nothing in 
the univerſe could yield me ſatisfaction equal to that of 
his preſence for one poor moment, in a proper place, I 
would rather forfeit his company —ahnoſt for ever, than 
fee him here, where his life would be expoſed to fo 
much danger.” I could no longer reſtrain the impulſe 
of my paſſion, but, breaking from my concealment, 
ſtood before her, when ſhe uttered a fearful thriek, and 
fainted in the arms of her companion, I flew towards 
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the treaſure of my ſoul, elaſped her in my embrace, and, 
with the warmth of my kiſſes, brought her again to life. 
O! that I were endowed with the expreſſion of a Ra- 
phael, the graces of a Guido, the magic tonches of a 
Titian, that I might repreſent the fond concern, the 
chaſtened rapture, and ingenuons bluth, that mingled 
in her beauteous face when ſhe opened her eyes upon me, 
and pronouced, * O heavens! is it you?” 

1 am afraid I have already encroached upon the 
reader's patience, with the particulars of this amour, on 
which (1 own) I cannot help being impertinently cir- 
cumſtantial. I ſhall therefore omit the leſs material 
paſſages of this interview, during which I convinced her 
reaſon, though I could not appeaſe the fad preſages of 
Her love, with regard to the long voyage and dangers 


{ muſt undergo. When we had ſpent an hour (which 


was all the could ſpare from the barbarity of her bro- 
ther's vigilance) in lamenting over our hard fate, and 
in repeating our reciprocal vows, Miſs Williams reminded 


us of the neceſſity there was for our immediate parting z_ 


and ſure, lovers never parted with ſuch forrow and re- 
luctance as we. But becauſe my words are incapable 
of doing juſtice to this affecting circumſtance, I am 
obliged to draw a veil over it, and obſerve, that I re- 
turned in the dark to the houſe of Mrs Sagely, who was 
overjoyed to hear of my ſucceſs, and oppoſed the tu- 
mults of my grief with ſuch ſtrength of reaſon, that 
my mind regained in ſome meature its tranquillity 3 
and that very night, after having forced upon the 
good gentlewoman a purſe of twenty guineas, as 2 


token of my gratitude and eſteem, I took my leave 


of her, and ſet out on foot for the inn, where my ar- 
rival freed honeſt Strap from the horrors of unutterable 
dread. 

WE took horſe immediately, and alighted early next 
morning at Deal, where I found my uncle in great con- 
cern on account of my abſence, becauſe he had received 
his diſpatches, and muſt have weighed with the firſt fair 
wind, whether I had been on board or not. Next day, 
a briſk eaſterly gale ſpringing up, we ſet fail, and in eight 
and forty hours got clear of the Channel. 

WHEN we were about two hundred leagues to weſt- 
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ward of the Land' s-end, the captain taking me apart 
into the cabin, told me, that, now he. was permitted 
by his inſtructions, he would diſcloſe the intent and 
deſtination of our voyage: „The ſhip, ſaid he, which 
has been fitted out at a great expence, is bound for the 
coaſt of Guinea, where we ſhall exchange part of our 
cargo for ſlaves and gold duſt; from thence we will 
tranſport our negroes to Buenos Ayres in New Spain, 
where (by virtue of paſſports obtained from our own 
court, and that of Madrid) we will diſpoſe of them and 
the goods that remain on board for ſilver, by means of 
our ſupercargo, who is perfectly well acquainred with 
the coaſt, the lingo, and inhabitants.” Being thus 
jet into the ſecret of our expedition, I borrowed of the 
ſupercargo a Spaniſh grammar, dictionary, and ſome o- 
ther books of the ſame language, which I ſtudied with 
fuch application, that, before we arrived in New Spain, 
I could maintain a converſation with him in that tongue. 
Being arrived in the warm latitudes, I ordered (with 
the captain's conſent) the whole ſhip's company to be 
blooded and purged, myſelf undergoing the fame evacu- 
ation, in order to prevent thoſe dangerous fevers to 
which northern conſtitutions are ſubject in hot climates; 
and I have reaſon to believe that this precaution was not 
unſerviceable, for we Joſt but one ſailor during our 
whole paſſage to the coaſt, a 
ONE day, when we had been about five weeks at 
ſea, we deſcried to windward a large ſhip bearing down 
upon us with all the fail ſhe could carry. Upon which 
my uncle ordered the ſtudding unn to be hoiſted, and 
the ſhip to be cleared for engaging; but finding that 
(to uſe the ſeaman's phraſe) we wee very much Wrong- 
ed by the {ſhip which had us in chace, and which by 
this time had hoiſted French colours, he commanded the 
ſtudding-:ſails to be taken in, the courſes to be clewed 
up, the main-top fail to be backed, the tompions to be 
taken out of the guns, and every man to repair to his 
quarters. While very body was buſted in the perfor- 
mance of theſe orders, Strap came upon the quarter- 
deck, trembling, and looking eghaſt, and, with a voice 
half ſuppreſſed oy fear, aſked if I thovght we were a 
match for the veſſel in purſuit of us. Obſerving his 
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conſternation, I ſaid, * What! are you afraid, Strap * 
« Afraid | (he replied) n- n- no; what ſhould I be afraid 
of? I thank God, I have a clear conſcience; but I be- 


lieve it will be a bloody battle, and I wiſh you may not 


have occafion for another hand to afliſt you in the 
cock-pit.” I immediately perceived his drift, and ma- 
king the captain acquainted with his ſituation, deſired 
he might be ſtationed below with me and my mates. 
My uncle, incenſed at his puſillanimity, bade me ſend 
him down inſtantly, that his fear might not infect the 
ſhip's company ; whereupon I told the poor ſteward, 
that I had begged him for my aſſiſtant, and deſired him 
to go down and help my mates to get ready the inſtru- 
ments and dreflings. Notwithſtanding the ſatisfaction 
he muſt have felt at theſe tidings, he affected a ſhyneſs 


of quitting the upper-deck ; and ſaid, he. hoped I did 


not imagine he was afraid to do his duty above board ; 
for he believed himſelf as well prepared for death as 
any man in the ſhip, no diſparagement to me or the 


captain. I was diſguſted at this affectation, and, in or- 


der to puniſh his hypocriſy, aſſured him, he might take 
his choice either of going down to the cock-pit with 
me, or of ſtaying upon deck during the engagement. 


Alarmed at this indifference, he replied, “ Well, to 


oblige you, I'll go down; but, remember, it is more for 
your ſake than my own.” 80 ſaying, he diſappeared 
in a twinkling, without waiting for an anſwer. By this 
time we could obſerve two tier of guns in the ſhip which 
purſued us, and which was now but two ſhort miles 
aſtern. This diſcovery had an evident effect upon 
the ſailors, who did not ſcruple to ſay, that we ſhould 
be tore to pieces, and blown out of the water, and 
that, if in caſe any of them ſhould loſe their precious 
limbs, they muſt go a-begging for life, for there was no 
proviſion made by the merchants for thoſe poor ſouls 
who were maimed in their ſervice. The captain, under- 
ſtanding this backwardneſs, ordered the crew abaft, and 
{poke to them thus: My lads, I am told you hang 
an a—fſe—l have gone to ſea thirty years man and boy, 
and never ſaw Engliſh ſailors afraid before. Mayhap 
you think I want to expoſe you for the lucre of gain. 
Whoſoever thinks fo, thinks a damned lie, for my 
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whole cargo is inſured ; ſo that, in caſe I ſhould be ta- 
ken, my loſs would not be great. The enemy is ſtrong- 
er than we, to be ſure. What then? have we not a 
chance for carrying away one of her maſts, and fo get 
clear of her? If we find her too hard for us, 'tis but 
ſtriking at laſt. If any man is hurt in the engage- 
ment, I promiſe, on the word of an honeſt ſeaman, to 
make him a recompence according to his loſs. So now, 
you that are lazy, lubberly, cowardly dogs, get away, 
and ſkulk in the hold and bread room; and you that 
are jolly boys, ſtand by me, and let us give one broad- 
ſide for the honour of Old England.“ This eloquent 
harangue was ſo well adapted to the diſpoſition of his 
hearers, that one and all of them, pulling off their hats, 
waved them over their heads, and ſaluted him with 
three cheers; upon which he ſent his boy for two large 
caſe bottles of brandy, and having treated every man 
with a dram, they repaired to their quarters, and wait- 
ed impatiently for the word of command. I muſt do 
my uncle the juſtice to ſay, that, in the whole of his diſ- 
poſition, he behaved with the utmoſt intrepidity, con- 
duct, and deliberation, The enemy being very near, 
he ordered me to my ſtation, and was juſt going to give 
the word for hoiſting the colours, and firing, when the 
ſuppoſed Frenchman hauled down his white pennant, 
jack, and enſign, houted Engliſh ones, and fired a gun 
a-head of us: This was a joytul event to Captain Bow- 
ling, who immediately ſhewed his colours, and fired a 
gun to leeward : Upon which the other thip ran along- 
fide of us, hailed him, and giving him to know that 
ſhe was an Engliſh man of war of forty guns, ordered 
him to hoiſt out his boat and come on board. This com- 
mand he obeyed with the more alacrity, becauſe, upon 
inquiry, he found that ſhe was commanded by an old 
meſs-mate of his, who was overjoyed to ſce him, detained 
him to dinner, and ſent his barge for the ſupercargo and 
me, who were very much carefled on his account. As 
this commander was deſtined to cruize upon the French, 
in the latitude of Martinico, his ſtem and quarters were 
adorned with white flowers-de-lis, and the whole fhell 
of the ſhip ſo much diſguiſed for a decoy to the enemy, 

that it was no wonder my uncle did not know her, al- 
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though he had'failed on board of her many years. We if 
kept company with her four days, during which time '} 
the captains were never aſunder, and then parted, our =_ 
courſe lying different from hers. e | | 

Id leſs than a fortnight after our ſeparation we made 
the land of Guinea, near the mouth of the river Gam- 
bia, and trading along the coaſt as far to the ſoath= 
ward of the Line as Angola and Benguta, in leſs than 
{ix months diſpoſed of the greateſt part of our cargo, and 
purchaſed four hundred negroes, my adventure having 
been laid out in gold duſt. | 

On complement being made up, we took our de- 
parture from Cape Negroe, and arrived in the Rio de la 
Plata in fix weeks, having met with nothing remarkable 
in our voyage, except an epidemic fever, not unlike the 

jail diſtemper, which broke out among our ſlaves, and 
carried off a good many of the ſhip's company; among 
whom I loſt one of my mates, and poor Strap had well 
nigh given up the ghoſt. Having produced our paſſport 
to the Spaniſh governor, we were received with great 
courteſy, fold our ſlaves in a very few days, and could 
have put off five times the number at our own price; 
though we were obliged to ſmuggle the reſt of our 
merchandize, conſiſting of European bale goods, which, 
however, we made ſhift to diſpofe of at a great ad- 
vantage. 


CHAPTER EXYVL. 


J am invited to the villa of a Spamſh Don, where awe meet 
» with an Engliſh gentleman, and make a very intergſting 
dliſcovery e leave Buenos Ayres, and arrive at Famaica. 


R ſhip being freed from the diſagreeable lading 

of negroes, to whom indeed I had been a miſe- 
rable flave ſince our leaving the coaſt of Guinea, I be- 
gan to enjoy myſelf, and breathe with pleaſure the pure 
air of Paraguay, this part of which is reckoned the 
Montpelier of South America, and has obtained, on ac- 
count of its climate, the name of Buenos Ayres. It 
was in this delicious place that I gave myſelf entirely 
up to the thoughts of my dear Narciſſa, whoſe image 
{till kept poſſeſſion of my breaſt, and whoſe charms, en- 


— — — — — — — — — — — pITRR — a 
— —— — = — aa = 5 : —8 - - — 
Ay — ———— — oo Wd... PEI - x: - . — — == a = - : 
r renner tn Wage cet eg — og — _ 
— — 8 > — <c. — - ——— = — — = : = — - — 
9 


ä — — — — 
-x5 — 22 — — wen thy 
_ mY — 


404 De ADVENTURES ey 


hanced by abſence, appeared to my imagination, if 


pdſſible, more engaging than ever! I calculated 


the profits of my voyage, which even exceeded my 
expectation; reſolved to purchaſe a handſome ſinecure 
upon my arrival in England, and, if I ſhould find the 
ſquire as averſe to me as ever, marry his ſiſter by 
ſtealth; and in caſe our family ſhould increaſe, rely up- 
on the generoſity of my uncle, who was by this time 
worth a conſiderable ſum. TOE | 
WariLEt I amuſed myſelf with theſe agreeable pro- 


jects, and the tranſporting hopes of enjoying Narciſſa, 


we were very much careſſed by the Spaniſh gentlemen, 
who frequently formed parties of pleaſure for our en- 
tertainment, in which we made excurſions a good way 
into the country. Among thoſe who ſignalized them- 
felves by their civility to us, there was one Don Anto- 
tonio de Ribera, a very polite young gentleman, with 
whom I had contracted an intimate friendſhip, who in- 


vited us one day to his country houſe, and, as a further 


inducement to our compliance, promiſed to procure for 
us the company of an Englith ſignior, who had been 
ſettled in thoſe parts many years, and acquired the love 
and eſteem of the whole province, by his affability, good 
ſenſe, and honourable behaviour. 

Wx accepted his invitation, and ſet out for his villa, 
where we had not been longer than an hour, when the 
perſon arrived in whoſe favour I had been ſo much pre- 
poſſeſſed. He was a tall man, remarkably well-ſhaped, 
of a fine mien and appearance, commanding reſpect, 
and ſeemed to be turned of forty ; the features of his 
face were ſaddened with a reſerve and gravity, which 
in other countries would have been thought the effect 
of melancholy; but here appeared to have been con- 
tracted by his commerce with the Spaniards, who are 
remarkable for that ſeverity of countenance. Under- 
ſtanding from Don Antonio that we were his country- 
men, he ſaluted us all round very complaiſantly, and 
fixing his eyes very attentively on me, uttered a deep 
ſigh. I had been ſtruck with a profound veneration . 
for him at his firſt coming into the room; and no 


| ſooner obſerved this expreſſion of his forrow, directed, 
as it were, in a particular manner to me, than my heart 
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took part in his grief. I ſympathized involuntarily, and 
fighed in my turn. Having aſked leave of our entertain- 
er, he accoſted us in Engliſh, profeſſed his ſatisfaction 
at ſeeing ſo many of his countrymen in ſuch a remote 


place, and aſked the captain, who went by the name of 


Signior Thoma, from what part of Britain he had ſailed, 
and whither he was bound, My uncle told him that we 
had ſailed from the river Thames, and were bound for 
the ſame place, by the way of Jamaica, where we in- 
tended to take in a lading of ſugar. | 

HavinG ſatisfied himſelf in theſe and other particu- 
lars about the ſtate of the war, he gave us to underſtand 
that he had a longing deſire to reviſit his native coun- 
try, in conſequence of which he had already tranſ- 
mitted to Europe the greateſt part of his fortune in neu- 
tral bottoms, and would willingly embark the reſt of it 
with himſelf, in our ſhip, provided the captain had no 
_ objection to ſuch a paſſenger. My uncle very prudently 
replied, that for his part he {ſhould be glad of his com- 
pany, if he could procure the conſent of the governor, 
without which he durſt not admit him on board, what- 
ever inclination he had to oblige him. 'The gentleman 
approved of his diſcretion, and, telling him that there 
would be no difficulty in obtaining the connivance of the 
governor, who was his good friend, ſhifted the conver- 
ſation to another ſubject. 

I was overjoyed to hear his intention, and already 
intereſted myſelf ſo much in his favour, that, had he 
been diſappointed, I ſhould have been very unhappy : 
In the courſe of our entertainment, he eyed me with 
uncommon attachment; I felt a ſurpriſing attraction to- 
wards him! when he ſpoke, I liſtened with attention and 


reverence; the dignity of his deportment filled me with 


affection and awe; and, in thort, the emotions of my 
ſoul, in preſence of this ſtranger, were ſtrong and unac- 
countable. 

Havixc ſpent the beſt part of the day with us, he 
took his leave, telling Captain Thoma, that he ſhould 
hear from him in a ſhort time. He was no ſooner gone, 
than I aſked a thouſand queſtions about him of Don 
Antonio, who could give me no other ſatisfaction, 
than that his name was Don Rodrigo, that he had 

VoL. I. „ 


— 


1 


nr 


— 


—— — — — 2 9 — 
— * 
— Nn — ao 


— 


— — —— 


—— 
— 


S 2. „ en RI 
_ 


— 


oo a OO 


— 


— 
— 


abs 


466 The ADVENTURES of: 

lived fifteen or fixteen years in theſe parts, was reputed 
rich, and ſuppoſed to have been unfortunate in his 
younger years, becauſe he was obſerved to nouriſh a pen- 
five melancholy, even from the time of his firſt ſettlement 
among them; but that nobody had ventured to en- 
quire into the cauſe of his forrow, in conſideration of 
his peace, which might fuffer in the recapitulation of 
his misfortunes. | 

I was ſeized with an irreſiſtible defire of knowing, 
the particulars of his fate, and enjoyed not one hour of 
repoſe during the whole night, by reaſon of the eager 
conceptions. that inipired me with regard to his ſtory, 
which I refolved (if poſſible) to learn. Next morning, 
while we were at breakfaſt, three mules richly capa- 
riſoned arrived with: a meſſage from Don Rodrigo, de- 


firing our company, and that of Don Antonio, at his. 


houſe, which was ſituated about ten miles farther up in 
the country. I was pleaſed with this invitation, in con- 
fequence of which we mounted the mules which he had 
provided for us, and alighted at his honſe before noon. 
Here we were ſplendidly entertained by the generous 
ſtranger, who ſtill ſeemed to ſhew a particular regard 
for me, and, after dinner, made me a preſent of a ring 
ſet with a beautiful amethyſt, the production of that 
country, ſaying at the ſame time, that he was once bleſ- 
fed with a fon, who, had he lived, would have been 
nearly of my age. Ibis oblervation, delivered with a 
profound figh, made my heart throb with violence; a. 
crowd of confufed ideas ruſhed upon my imagination, 
which while I endeavoured to unravel, my uncle per- 
ceived my abſence of thought, and tapping me on the 
fhoulder, faid, „ Oons! are you aſleep, Rory!“ Be- 
fore I had time to reply, Don Rodrigo, with uncommon 
eagerneſs, of voice and look, pronounced, * Pray, Cap- 
win, what is the young nentleman's name?“ “ His 
name (ſaid my uncle) is Roderick Random.“ „ Gra- 
cious Powers !” (cried the ſtranger, ſtarting up)“ And 
his mother's !“ “4 His mother (anſwered the Captain 
amazed) was called Charlotte Bowling.“ 4 O boun- 
teous Heaven | (exclaimed Don Rodrigo, ſpringing a- 
croſs the table, and claſping me in his arms), my ſon! 
my fon! have I found thee again ?—do I hold thee i 


\ 
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my embrace, after having loſt and deſpaired of ſceing : 
thee ſo long?“ So faying, he fell upon my neck and 41 
wept alond with joy; while the power of nature ope- (ſt 
rating ſtrongly in my breaſt, I was loſt in rapture, and ; 
while he preſſed me to his heart, let fall a ſhower of 1 

tears into his boſom. His utterance was choaked un 2 
good while by the agitation of his foul : At length he 
broke out into, Myſterious Providence lO my dear 
Charlotte ! there yet remains a pledge of our love; and 
ſuch a pledge !—ſo found! O infinite goodneſs ; let me 
adore thy all-wiſe decrees!” Having thus expreſſed 
himſelf, he kneeled upon the floor, lifted up his eyes 
and hands to heaven, and remained {ome minutes in 2 
ſilent extacy of devotion : I put myſelf in the fame poſ- 
ture, adored the All- good Diſpoſer in a prayer of men- 

tal thankfgiving; and when his ejaculation was ended, 
did homage to my father, and craved his parental bleſ- 
fing. He hugged me again with unutterable fondneſs, 
and having implored the protection of Heaven upon my 
head, raiſed me from the ground, and preſented me as 
his ſon to the company, who wept, in concert over this 
affecting ſcene. Among the reft, my uncle did not 
fail to diſcover the goodneſs and joy of his heart: A 
beit unuſed to the melting mood, he blubbered with great 
tenderneſs, and wringing my father's hand, cried, 

4 Brother Random, Pm rejoiced to ſee you—God be 
praiſed for this happy meeting.” Don Rodrigo, under- 
ſtanding that he was his brother-in-law, embraced him 
affectionately, ſaying, „Are you my Charlotte's bro- 
ther ?—Alas! unhappy Charlotte ! but why ſhould I 
repine ? we ſhall meet again never more to part - Bro- 
ther, you are truly welcome.—Dear ſon, I am tranſ- 
ported with unſpeakable joy I This day is a jubilee— ' 
my friends and fervants ſhall thare my ſatisfaction.“ 

WHILE he diſpatched meſſengers to the gentlemen 

in the neighbourhood, to announce this event, and gave 
orders for a grand entertainment, I was ſo much affec- 
ted with the tumults of paſſion, which aſſailed me on 
this great, ſadden, and unexpected occaſion, that I fell 
fick, fevered, and in leſs than three hours became quite 
delirious ; ſo that the preparations were countermand- 
ed, and the joy of the family converted into grief and 
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deſpair. Phyſicians were inſtantly called; I was plenti- 
fully blooded in the foot, my lower extremities were 
bathed in a decoction of falutiferous herbs; in ten 
hours after I was taken ill I enjoyed a critical ſweat, 
and next day felt no remains of the diſtemper, but an 
agreeable laſſitude, which did not hinder me from get- 
ting up. During the progreſs of this fever, which, from 
the term of its duration, is called Ephemera, my father 
never once quitted my bed- ſide, but adminiſtered the 
preſcriptions of the phyſicians with the moſt pious care; 
while Captain Bowling manifeſted his concern by the 
like attendance. I no ſooner found myſelf delivered 
from the diſeaſe, than I bethought myſelf of my honeſt 
friend, Strap; and reſolving to make him happy forth- 
with in the knowledge of my good fortune, told my 
father in general, that I had been infinitely obliged to 
this faithful adherent, and begged he would indulge me 
ſo far as to ſend for him, without letting him know my 
happineſs, until he could receive an account of it from 
my own mouth. 

Mr requeſt was inſtantly complied with, and a mel. 
ſenger with a ſpare mule detached to the ſhin, carrying 
orders from the captain to the mate to ſend the ſteward 
by the bearer. My health being, in the mean time, re- 
eſtabliſhed, and my mind compoſed, I began to reliſh 
this important turn of my fortune, in reflecting upon the 
advantages with which it muſt be attended; and as the 
idea of my lovely Narcifla always joined itſelf to every 
ſcene of happineſs I could imagine, I entertained myſelf 
now with the proſpect of poſſeſſing her in that diſtin- 
guiſhed ſphere to which ſhe was entitled by her birth 
and qualifications. Having often mentioned her name 
while I was deprived of my ſenſes, my father gueſſed 
that there was an intimate connection between us, and 
diſcovering the picture which hung in my boſom by a 
ribbon, did not doubt that it was the reſemblance of my 
amiable miſtreſs: In this belief he was confirmed by my 
uncle, who told him that it was the picture of a young 
woman, to whom I was under promiſe of marriage. 
Alarmed at this piece of information, Don Rodrigo 
took the firſt opportunity of queſtioning me about the 
particulars of this aflair, which when I had candidly 
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recounted, he approved of my paſſion, and promiſed to 
contribute all in his power towards its ſucceſs. Though 
I never doubted his generoſity, I was tranſported on 
this occaſion, and throwing myſelf at his feet, told him, 
he had now completed my happineſs; for without the 
poſſeſſion of Narciſſa, I ſhould be miſerable among all 
the pleaſures of life. He raiſed me with a ſmile of pa- 
ternal fondneſs; ſaid, he knew what it was to be in 
love; and obſerved, that if he had been as tenderly, be- 
loved by his father as I was by mine, he ſhould not 
now perhaps have cauſe—Here he was interrupted by 
a ſigh, the tear ruſhed into his eye, he {ſuppreſſed the 
dictates of his grief, and the time being opportune, de- 
fired me to relate the paſſages of my life, which my 
uncle had told him were mainfold and ſurpriſing. I re- 
counted the moſt material circumſtances of my fortune, 
to which he liſtened with wonder and attention, mani- 
feſting from time to time thoſe different emotions 
which my different ſituations may be ſuppoſed to 
have raiſed in a parent's breaſt; and, when my de- 
tail was ended, blefled God for the adverſity'I had 
undergone, which, he ſaid, enlarged the underſtands 
ing, improved the heart, iteeled the conſtitution, and 
qualified a young man for all the duties and enjoyments 
of life, much better than any education which affluence 
could beſtow. | | 
WHEN I had thus ſatisfied his curioſity, I diſcovered 
an inclination to hear the particulars of his ſtory, which. 


he gratified, by beginning with his marriage, and pro- 


ceeded to the day of his difappearing, as I have related 
in the firſt part of my memoirs. „ Careleſs of life (con- 


tinued he), and unable to live in a place where every 


object recalled the memory of my dear Charlotte, 
whom I had loſt through the barbarity of an unnatural 
parent, I took my leave of you, my child, then an in- 
fant, with a heart full of unutterable woe, but little ſu- 
ſpetting that my father's unkindneſs would have de- 
ſcended to my innocent orphan; and ſetting out alone 
at midnight for the neareſt ſea- port, early next morning 
got on board a ſhip, bound, as I had heard, for France, 
and bargaining with the maſter for my paſſage, bade 
a long adieu to my native country, and put to ſca with 
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the firſt fair wind. The place of our deſtination was 
Granville; but we had the misfortune to run upon a 
ridge of rocks near the iſland of Alderney, called the 
Caſkets, where the ſea running high, the ſhip went to 
pieces, the boat ſunk along-fide, and every ſoul on, 
board periſhed, except myſelf, who, by the affiſtance 
of a grating, got aſhore on the coaſt of Normandy. I 
went directly to Caen, where I was ſo lucky as to 
meet with a Count, whom I had formerly known in my 
travels: With this gentleman I ſet out for Paris, where 
I was recommended by him and other friends, as a tu- 
tor to a young nobleman, whom I accompanied to the 
court of Spain. There we remained a whole year, at 
the end of which my pupil being recalled by his father, 
I quitted my office, and ſtaid behind, by the advice of a 
certain Spaniſh grandee, who took me into his protection, 
and introduced me to another nobleman, who was 
afterwards created viceroy of Peru. He inſiſted on my 
attending him to his government in the Indies, where, 
however, by reaſon of my religion, it was not in his 
power to make my fortune any other way than by en- 
couraging me to trade, which I had not long proſecuted 
when my patron died, and I found myſelf in the midſt 
of ſtrangers, without one friend to ſupport or protect 
me. Urged by this conſideration, I fold my effects, and 
removed to this country, the governor of which having 
been appointed by the viceroy, was my intimate acquain- 
tance. Here has Heaven proſpered my endeavours, du- 
ring a reſidence of ſixteen years, in which my tranquil- 
lity was never invaded, but by the remembrance of your 
mother, whoſe death I have in ſecret mourned with- 
out ceaſing; and the reflection of you, whoſe fate T 
could never learn, notwithſtanding all my enquiries, by 
means of my friends in France, who, after the moſt 
ſtrict examination, could give me no other account, 
than that you went abroad ſix years-ago, and was never 
after heard of. I could not reſt ſatisfied with this im- 
perfect information, and though my hope of finding 
you was but Janguid, reſolved to go in queſt of you in 
perſon ; for which purpoſe, I have remitted to Holland 
the value of twenty thoutand pounds, and am in poſ- 
ſeſſion of fifteen thouſand more, with which I intend- 
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ed to embark myſelf on board of Captain Bow 
ling, before I diſcovered this amazing ſtroke of Pro- 
vidence, which you may be ſure has not altered my in- 
temiq n of i oth, | 
Mr father, having entertained us with this agree- 

able ſketch of his life, withdrew, in order to relieve 
Don Antonio, who, in his abſence, had done the ho- 
nours. of his houſe; and I was juſt dreſſed for my 
appearance among the gueſts, when Strap arrived from 
the hip. | . 7 782 | 
.. Hsr no ſooner entered the grand apartment in which 

I was, and ſaw the magnificence of my apparel, than 
his ſpeech. was loſt in amazement, and he-gaped in ſi- 
leace at the objects that furrounded him. I took him 
by the hand, obſerved that I had ſent for him to be a 
witneſs and ſharer of my happineſs, and told him I 
had found a father. At theſe words he ſtarted, and 
after having continued ſome minutes with his mouth 
and eyes wide open, cried, “ Aha I— odd, I know 
what! go thy ways, poor Narciſſa, and go thy ways 
ſomebody elſe-well— Lord, what a thing is love |— 
God help us! are all our mad pranks and proteſtations 
come to this? and have you fixed your habitation in this 
diſtant land | God proſper you—lI find we muſt part at 
laft—for I would not leave my poor carcaſe fo far from 
my native home for all the wealth of the univerſe !” 
With theſe ejaculations, he began to fob and make wry 
faces; upon which I aſſured him of his miſtake, both in 
regard to Narciſſa, and my ſtaying in Paraguay, and in- 
formed him, as briefly as I could, of the great event 
which had happened. Never was rapture more ludi- 
crouſly expreſſed than in the behaviour of this worthy 
creature, who cried, laughed, whiſtled, ſung, and dan- 
ced, all in a breath; his tranſport was ſcarce over, when 
my father entered, who no ſooner underſtood that this 
was Strap, than he took him by the hand, ſaying, “ Is 
this the honeſt man, who befriended you ſo much in 
your diſtreſs ? you are welcome to my houſe, and I will 
{oon put it in the power of my ſon to reward you for 
your good offices in his behalf; in the mean time, go 
with us, and partake of the repaſt that is provided.” 
Strap, wild as he was with joy, would by no means ac- 
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cept of the proffered honour, crying, God forbid !—T 
know my diſtance—your worſhip thall excuſe me.” 
And Don Rodrigo finding his . modeſty invincible, re- 
commended him to his major domo, to be treated with 
the utmoſt reſpect; while he carried me into a large 
{aloon, where J was preſented to a numerous com- 
pany, who loaded me with compliments and careſſes, and 
congratulated my tather in terms not PROP tor me to 

eat. 4 + £43 4 

WriruouT Wen the part .culars of our enter- 
tainment, let it ſuffice to ſay, it was at the ſame time 
elegant and ſumptuous, and the rejoicings laſted two 
days: After which Don Rodrigo ſettled his affairs, 
converted his effects into filver and gold, viſited and 
took leave of all his friends, who were grieved at his de- 
parture, and honoured me with conſiderable preſents; 
and, coming on board of my uncle's ſhip, with the firſt 
favourable wind we failed from the Rio de la Plata, and 
in two months came ſafe to an anchor in the harbour of 
Kingſton i in the iſland of Jamaica. 
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„ APTER IXVII. 
7 Ween t my ola friend T homſon—we fet {ail for Europe, meet 


with an odd adventure—arrive in England ride a- 
creſs the country from Portſmouth; .to Sufjex—converſe 
avith Mrs Sagely, 200 anforms me of Nat <ifſa' s being 
in London—in conſequence. of this intelligence 1 proceed 
to Canterbury—meet with my. old friend Morgan—ar- 
rive at London—viſit Narc fa——introduce my father to 
her—he is charmed with. ber good ſenſe and veauty—ave 
come to a determinalion of demanding her br other” con- 
ent to our marriage. For ans, | 


ENQUIRED, as ſoon as I got aſhore, 25001 my ge- 
nerous companion Mr Thomſon; and hearing that 
he lived in a flourithing condition upon the eſtate 
left him by his wife's father, who had been dead {ome 
years, I took horſe immediately, with the conſent of: 
Don Rodrigo, who had heard me mention him with. 
great regard, and in a few hqurs reached the place of his 
habitation. 
I SHOULD wack wrong the ey of Mr Thom- 
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ſon's ſentiments to fay barely he was glad to ſee me: 
He felt all that the moſt ſenſible and diſintereſted friend- 


thip could feel on this occaſion, introduced me to his 
wife, a very amiable young lady, who had already 


bleſſed him with two fine children; and being as yet igno- 
rant of my circumſtances, frankly offered me the aſi ſt- 
ance of his purſe and intereſt. I thanked him for his 
generous intention, and made him acquainted with my 
ſituation, on which he congratulated me with great joy, 
and after I had ſtaid with him a whole day and night, 
accompanied me back to Kingſton, to wait upon my 
father, whom he invited to his houſe. Don Rodrigo 
complied with his requeſt, and, having been handſome- 
ly entertained during the ſpace of a week, returned ex- 
tremely well ſatisfied with the behaviour of my friend 
and his lady, to whom at parting he preſented a very 
valuable diamond ring, as a token of his eſteem, Du— 
ring the courſe of my converſation with Mr Thomſon, 
he gave me to underitand, that his and my old com- 
mander Captain Oakhum was dead ſome months, and 
that, immediately after his death, a diſcovery had been 
made of ſome valuable effects that he had feloniouſly 
ſecreted out of a prize, by the aſſiſtance of Dr Mack- 
ſhane, who was now actually in priſon on that account, 
and, being deſtitute of friends, ſubſiſted ſolely on the 
charity of my friend, whoſe bounty he had implored in 
the moſt abject manner, after having been the barbarous 
occaſion of driving him to that terrible extremity on 
board of the Thunder which we have formerly related. 
Whatſoever this wretch might have been guilty of, I 
applauded Mr Thomſon's generoſity towards him in his 
diſtreſs, which wrought ſo much upon me alto, that I 
ſent him ten piſtoles, in ſuch a private manner, that he 
could never know his benefactor, | f 
WulLE my father and I were careſſed among the 
gentlemen on ſhore, Captain Bowling had written to his 
owners, by the packet, which ſailed a few days after our 
arrival, ſignifying his proſperous voyage hitherto, and 
deſiring them to enſure his ihip and cargo homeward- 
bound; after which precaution, he applied himſelf ſo 
heartily to the taſk of loading his ſhip, that, with the 
aſſiſtance of Mr Thomſon, ſhe was full in leis than ſix 
Vol. bo Ppp | 
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weeks. This kind gentleman likewiſe procured for Don 


Rodrigo bills upon London for the greateſt part of his 
gold and filver, by which means it was ſecured againſt 
the riſk of the ſeas aid the enemy; and, before we failed, 
ſupplied us with ſuch large quantities of all kinds of 
ſtock, that not only we, but the ſhip's company, fared 
ſamptuouſly during the voyage. 

EveRY thing being ready, we took our leave of our 
kind entertainers, and, going on board at Port Royal, 
ſet fail for England on the firſt day of June. We beat 
up to windward, with fine eaſy weatherz and one 
night, believing ourſelves near Cape Tiberoon, lay to, 
with an intention to wood and water next morning in 
the bay. While we remained in this ſituation, a failor, 
having drank more new rum than he could carry, ſtag- 
gered overboard; and, notwithſtanding all the means 
that could be uſed to preſerve him, went to the bottom 
and diſappeared. About two hours after this melan- 
choly accident happened, as I enjoyed the cool air on 
the quarter deck, I heard a voice riſing, as it were out 


of the ſea, and calling, “ Ho, the ſhip, ahoy!“ Upon 
which one of the men upon the forecaſtle cried, ' 


« Pl be damn'd, if that an't Jack Marlinſpike, who 
went overboard !”? Not a little ſurpriſed at this e- 
vent, I jumped into the boat that lay along-ſide, with 


the ſecond mate and four men, and, rowing towards 


the place from whence the voice (which repeated the 
hail) ſeemed to proceed, we perceived ſomething float- 
ing upon the water; when we had rowed a little far- 
ther, we diſcerned it to be a man riding upon a hen- 
coop, who, ſeeing us approach, pronounced with a 
hoarſe voice, „Damn your bloods! why did you not 
anſwer when I hailed?” Our mate, who was a veritable 
ſeaman, hearing this ſalute, ſaid, “ By G , my lads, 
this is none of our man. This is the devil pull away 
for the thip.” The fellows obeyed his command, with- 
out queſtion, and were already ſome fathoms on our 
return, when I inſiſted on their taking up the poor 
creature, and prevailed upon them to go back to the 
wreck; which when we came mear the ſecond time, 
and ſignified our intention, we received an anſwer of, 


* Avaſt, avaſt—what ſhip, brother?“ Being ſatisfied 
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in this particular, he cried, “Damn the ſhip, I was in 
hopes it had been my own—where are you bound?“ 
We ſatisfied his curioſity in this particular too; upon 
which he ſuffered himſelf to be taken on board, and, 
after having been comforted with a dram, told us, he 
belonged to the Veſuvio man of war, upon a cruize off 
the iſland of Hiſpaniola; that he had fallen overboard 
about four and twenty hours ago, and the ſhip being 
under fail, they did not chuſe to bring to, but toffed a 
hencoop overboard for his convenience, upon which 
he was in good hopes of reaching the Cape next morn- 
ing; howſomever, he was as well content to be aboard 
of us, becauſe he did not doubt that we ſhould meet his 
ſhip; and, if he had gone aſhore in the bay, he might 
have been taken priſoner by the French. My uncle 
ahd father were very much diverted with the account 
of this fellow's unconcerned behaviour; and in two days, 
meeting with the Veſuvio, as he expected, ſent him on 
board of her, according to his deſire. | 

_ HavinG beat up ſucceſsfully the Windward Paſſage, 
we ſtretched to the northward, and falling in with a 
weſterly wind, in eight weeks arrived in ſoundings, and 
in two days after made the Lizzard. It is impoſſible to 
expreſs the joy I felt at the ſight of Engliſh ground! 
Don Rodrigo was not unmoved, and Strap ſhed tears 
of gladneſs. The ſailors profited by our ſatisfaction; 
the ſhoe that was nailed to the maſt being quite filled 
with our liberality. My uncle reſolved to run up into 
the Downs at once, but the wind ſhifting when we were 
abreaſt of the Iſle of Wight, he was obliged to turn in- 
to St Helen's, and come to Spithead, to the great mor- 
tification of the crew, thirty of whom were immediately 
preſſed on board of a man of war. 

Mr father and I went aſhore immediately at Portſ- 
mouth, leaving Strap with the Captain to go round with 
the ſhip and take care of our effects; and I diſcovered 
ſo much impatience to ſee my charming Narciſſa, that 
my father permitted me to ride acroſs the country to her 
brother's houſe; while he ſhould hire a poſt chaile for 
London, where he would wait for me at a place to which 
I directed him. 

FIRED with all the eagerneſs of paſſion, I took poſt 


P | 


\ 0 
——— ot - =o Danton on a re — 
— — n — — ” 
= > Ou eerie. — — 2 — 


476 The ADVENTURES / 

that very night, and in the morning reached an inn, 
about three miles from the ſquire's habitation ; here 
I remained till next evening, allaying the torture of 
my impatience with the rapturous hope of ſeeing that 
divine creature after an abſence of eighteen months, 
which, far from Wer had raiſed my love to the 
moſt exalted pitch! Neither were my reflections free 
from apprehenſions, that ſometimes intervened in ſpite 
of all my hope, and repreſented her as liaving yielded 
to the importunity of her brother, and bleſſed the arms 
of an happy rival. My thoughts were even maddened 
with the fear of her death; and when J arrived in the 
dark at the houſe of Mrs Sagely, I had not for ſome 
time courage to deſire admittance, leſt my ſoul ſhould 
be ſhocked with diſmal tidings. At length, however, 
F knocked, and no ſooner certified the good gentle- 
woman of my voice, than fhe opened the door, and re- 
ceived me with a moſt affectionate embrace, that 
brought tears into her aged eyes: „ For heaven's fake! 
dear mother (cried J), tell me, how is Nareifta ? is ſhe 
the fame that I left her?” She bleſſed my ears with 
ſaving, «She is as beautiful, in as good health, and as 
much yours as ever.“ Tr. anſported at this aſſurance, I 
begged to know if I could not fee her that very night ; 
when this fage matron gave me to underſtand that my 
miſtreſs was in London, and that things were ſtrange- 
ly altered in the ſquire's houſe ſince my departure; 
that he had been married a whole year to Melinda, 
who at firft found means to wean his attention ſo much 
from Narciffa, that he became quite careleſs of that lovely 
ſiſter, comforting himſelf with the clauſe in his father's 
will, by which ſhe fhould forfeit her fortune by mar- 
rying without his confent'; that my miſtreſs being but 
indifferently treated by her ſiſter-in-law, had made uſe 
of her freedom ſome months ago, and gone to town, 
where the was lodged with Miſs Williams, in expecta- 
tion of my arrival; and had been peſtered with the 
addreſſes of Lord Quirerwit, who finding her heart 
engaged, had fallen upon a great many ſhifts to per- 
faade her that I was dead; but finding all his artifices 
unſucceſsful, and deſpairing of gaining her affection, 
he had conſoled himſelf for her indifference, by marry- 
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ing another lady ſome wecks ago, who had already left 


bim on account of ſome family uneaſineſs. Beſides 
this intereſting information, ſhe told me, that there 
was not a great deal of harmony between Melinda 
and the ſquire, who was ſo much diſguſted at the 
number of gallants who continued to hover about 
her, even after marriage, that he had hurried her 
down into the country much againſt her own incli- 
nation, where their mutual animoſities had riſen to 
ſuch a height, that they preſerved no decency before 
company or ſervants, but abuſed one- another in the 
groſſeſt terms. 

Tarts good old gentlewoman, to give me a convin- 
cing proof of my dear Narcifla's unalterable love, gra- 
tified me with a ſight of the laſt letter the had favoured 
her with, in which I was mentioned with ſo much ho- 
nour, tenderneſs, and concern, that my ſoul was fired 
with impatience, and I determined to ride all night, 
that J might have it the ſooner in my power to make 
her happy. Mrs Sagely perceiving my eagerneſs, and 
her maternal affection being equally divided between 
Narciſſa and me, begged leave to remind me of the 
ſentiments with which I went abroad, that would not 
permit me for any felfiſh gratification to prejudice the 
fortune of that amiable young lady, who muſt entirely 
depend upon me, after having beſtowed herſelf in mar- 
riage. I thanked her for her kind concern, and as 
briefly as poſſible deſcribed my flouriſhing ſituation, 
which afforded this humane perſon infinite wonder and 
ſatisfaction. I told her, that now I had an opportuni- 
ty to manifeſt my gratitude for the obligations I owed, 
I would endeavour to make her old age comfortable and 
eaſy; as a ſtep to which, I propoſed ſhe ſhould come 
and live with Narciſſa and me. This venerable gentle- 
woman was fo much affected with my words, that the 
tears ran down her ancient cheeks; the thanked Hea- 
ven that I had not belied the preſages the had made, 
on her firſt acquaintaince with me; acknowledging my 
generoſity, as ſhe called it, in the moſt elegant and pa- 
thetic expreſſions; but declined my propoſal, on account 
of her attachment to the dear melancholy cottage where 
ſhe had fo peacefully conſumed her ſolitary widowhood. 
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Finding her immoveable on this ſubject, I inſiſted on 
her accepting a preſent of thirty guineas, and took my 
leave, reſolving to accommodate her with the ſame ſum 
-annually, for the more ee ſupport of the in- 
firmities of old age. 

HAVING rode all night, I aka: myſelf at Canter- 
bury in the moraing, where I alighted to procure freth 
horſes; and, as I walked into the inn, perceived an 
apothecary's {hop on the other ſide of the ſtreet, with 
the name of Morgan over the door. Alarmed at this 
diſcovery, I could not help thinking that my old. 
meſs- mate had ſcttled in this place; and, upon enquiry, 
found my conjecture true, and that he | was married | 
lately to a widow in that city, by whom he had got 
three thouſand pounds. Rejoiced at this intelligence, 
went to his ſhop as ſoon as it was open, and found 
my friend behind the counter, buly in preparing a gly- 
ſter. I ſaluted him at entrance, with “ Your ſervant, 
Mr Morgan.” Upon which he looked at me, and re- 
plying, „ Your moſt humble ſervant, goot Sir!“ rub- 
bed his ingredients in the mortar, without any emotion. 
« What! (ſaid I), Morgan, have you forgot your old 
meſs-mate?“ At theſé words, he looked up again, and 
| ſtarting, cried, «As Got is my—ſure it cannot—yes, 
by my lalfation, I pelieve it is my dear friend Mr Ran- 
tom.“ He was no ſooner convinced of my identity, 
than he threw down the peſtle, overſet the mortar, and 
jumping over the board, ſwept up the contents with 


his cloaths, flew about my neck, hugged me affection- 


ately, and daubed me all over with turpentine and the 
yolks of eggs, which he had been mixing when I came 
in. Our mutual congratulations being over, he told 
me, that he found himſelf a widower upon his return 
from the Weſt Indies; that he had got intereſt to be 
appointed ſurgeon of a man of war, in which capacity 
he had ſerved ſome years, until he married an apothe- 
cary's widow, with'whom he now enjoyed a pretty good. 
ſum of money, peace and quiet, and an indifferent 
good trade. He was very deſirous of hearing my ad- 
ventures, which I aſſured him I had not time to relate, 
but told him in general, my circumſtances were very 


good, and that I hoped to ſee him when I ſhould not 
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be in ſuch a hurry as at preſent. He inſiſted, however, 
on my ſtaying breakfaſt, and introduced me to his wife, 
who ſeemed to be a decent ſenſible woman, pretty well 
ſtricken in years. In the courſe of our converſation, 
he ſhewed the ſleeve buttons I had exchanged with him 
at our parting in the Weſt Indies, and was not a little 
proud to fee that I had preſerved his with the ſame 
care. When I informed him of Mackſhane's condis 
tion, he ſeemed at firſt to exult over his diſtreſs; but, 
after a little recollection, ſaid, “ Well, he has paid for 
his malice, I forgite him, and may Got forgife him like- 
wiſe.” He expreſſed great concern for the ſoul of Cap- 


tain Oakhum, which he believed was now gnaſhing its 
teeth; but it was ſome time before I could convince 


him of Thomſon's being alive, at whoſe good fortune, 
nevertheleſs, he was extremely glad. | 
HavinG renewed our proteſtations of friendſhip, I 
bade the honeſt Welchman and his ſpouſe farewel, and 
taking poſt horſes, arrived at London that ſame night, 
where I found my father in good health, to whom TI 
imparted what I had learned of Narciſſa. This indul- 
gent parent approved of my intention of marrying her, 
even without a fortune, provided her brother's conſent 
could not be obtained; promiſed to make over to me 
in a few days a ſufficiency to maintain her in a faſhion- 
able manner, and expreſſed a deſire of ſeeing this ami- 
able creature, who had captivated me ſo much. As I 
had not ſlept the night before, and was beſides fatigued 
with my journey, 1 found myſelf under a neceſſity of 
taking ſome repoſe, and went to bed accordingly; next 
morning about ten o'clock, took a chair, and according 
to Mrs Sagely's directions, went to my charmer's lodg- 
| ings, and enquired for Miſs Williams. I had not wait- 
ed in the parlour longer than a minute, when this young 
woman entered, and no ſooner perceived me, than ſhe 
ſhrieked and ran backward ; but I got between her and 
the door, and claſping her in my arms, brought her to 
herſelf with an embrace. «© Good heaven! (cried ſhe), 
Mr Random, is it you indeed! my miſtreſs will run 
diſtracted with joy.” I told her, it was from an appre- 
henſion that my ſudden appearance might have ſome 
bad effect on my dear Na ciſſa, that I had deſired to 


— 


— — 


—— — — 


| 
| 
; 


— 


— < 


—„—ꝛ— —ẽẽẽẽ 


— — on nr I 
= hy eg —u— 
. — 


— r 
—— tocnd donuoen ne ed — 


g 
4 
| 


480 The ADVENTURES of. 

ſee her firſt, in order to concert ſome method of ac- 
quainting her miſtreſs gradually with my arrival. She 
approved of my conduct, and, after having yieided to 
the ſuggeſtions of her own friendſhip, in aſking if my 
voyage had been ſucceſsful, charged herſelf with that 
office, and left me glowing with deſire of ſeeing and 
embracing the object of my love. In a very little time 
T heard ſomebody coming down ſtairs in haſte, and the 
voice of my angel pronounce, with an eager tone, O 
Heaven! is it poflible ! where is he?“ How were my 
faculties arouſed at this well-known ſound! and how 
was my ſoul tranſported, when ſhe broke in upon my 


view, in all the bloom of ripened beauty] Grace was in 


all her fleps, heaven in her eye, in every geſture dignity 
and love Lou whoſe ſouls are ſuſceptible of the moſt 
delicate impreſſions, whoſe tender boſoms have felt the 
affecting viciſſitudes of love, who have ſuffered an ab- 
lence of eighteen long months from the dear object of 
your hope, and found at your return the melting fair, 


as kind and as conſtant as your heart could with, do me 


juſtice on this occaſiog, and conceive what unutterable 
rapture poſſeſſed us both, while we flew into each o- 
ther's arms! This was no time for ſpeech, —locked 
in a mutual embrace, we continued fome minutes in a 
ſilent trance of joy When I thus encircled all that 
my ſoul held dear, —while I hung over her beauties, — 
beheld her eyes ſparkle, and every feature fluſh with 
virtuous fondneſs; when I ſaw her enchanting boſom 


heave with undiſſembled rapture, and knew myſelf the 
happy cauſe—Heavens! what was my ſituation! I am 


tempted to commit my paper to the flames, and to re- 
nounce my pen for ever, becauſe its moſt ardent and 
lucky expreſſion fo poorly deſcribes the emotions of my 
ſoul. O adorable Narciſſa! (cried I), O miracle of 
beauty, love, and truth! I at laſt fold thee in my arms 
I at laſt can call thee mine! No jealous brother ſhall 
thwart our happineſs again; fortune hath at length 
recompenſed me for all my ſufferings, and enabled me 
to do juſtice'to my love. The dear creature ſmiled in- 
effably charming, and with a look of bewitching ten- 


derneſs, ſaid, „And ſhall we never part again?“ Ne- 


ver! (I replied), thou wondrous pattern of all earth- 
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ly perfection! never, until death ſhall divide us! By 
this ambroſial kiſs, a thouſand times more. fragrant 
than the breeze that ſweeps the orange grove, I never 
more will leave thee l“ | 
As my firſt tranſport abated, my paſſion grew turbu- 
lent and unruly. I was giddy with ſtanding on the 
brink of bliſs, and all my virtue and philoſophy were 
ſcarce ſufficient to reſtrain the inordinate ſallies of de- 
fire. Narciſſa perceived the conflict within me, and, 
with her uſual dignity of prudence, called off my ima- 
gination from the object in view, and with eager ex- 
preſſions of intereſted curiofity, deſired to know the 
particulars of my voyage. In this I gratified her in- 
clination, bringing my ſtory down to the preſent hour. 
She was infinitely ſurpriſed at the circumſtance of my 
finding my father, which brought tears into her lovely 
eyes. She was tranſported at hearing that he approved 
my flame, difcovered a longing. deſire of being intro- 
duced to him, congratulated herſelf and me upon my 
good fortune, and obſerved that this great and unex- 
pected ftroke of fate ſeemed to have been brought 
about by the immediate direction of Providence. Ha- 
ving entertained ourſelves ſome hours with the genuine 
effuſions of our ſouls, I obtained her conſent to com- 
plete my happineſs as ſoon as my father ſhould judge 
it proper, and applying with my own hands a valuable 
necklace, compoled of diamonds and amethyſts ſet al- 
ternately, which an old Spaniſh lady at Paraguay had 
preſented me with, I took my leave, promiſing to 
return in the afternoon with Don Rodrigo. When I 
went home, this generous parent enquired very affec- 
tionately about the health of my dear Narciſſa, to whom 
that I might be the more agreeable, he put into my 
hand a deed, by which I found myſelf in poſſeſſion of 
fifteen thouſand pounds, excluſive of the profits of my 
own merchandize, which amounted to three thouſand 
more. After dinner I accompanied him to the lodg- 
ing of my miſtreſs, who being dreſſed for the occaſion, 
made a moſt dazzling appearance. I could perceive 
him ſtruck with her figure, which I really think was 
the moſt beautiful that ever was created under the 
ſun. He embraced her tenderly, and told her, he was 
Vor, I. 24 
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proud of having a ſon who had a ſpirit to attempt, and 
qualifications to engage the affections of ſuch a fine 
lady. She bluſhed at this compliment, and with eyes 
full of the ſofteſt languiſhment turned upon me, faid, 
ſhe ſhould have been unworthy of Mr Random's at- 
_ tention, had ſhe been blind to his extraordinary me- 
rit. I made no other anſwer than a low bow. My fa- 
ther, ſighing, pronounced, « Such once was my Char- 
Totte !? white the tear ruſhed into his eye, and the ten- 
der heart of Narcith manifeſted itfelf in two precious 
drops of fympathy, which, but for his preſence, I 
would have kiſſed away. Without repeating the par- 
ticulars of our converfation, I ſhall only obſerve, that 
Don Rodrigo was as much charmed with her good 
ſenſe as with her appearance; and ſhe was no leſs 
pleaſed with his underſtanding and polite addreſs. It 
was determined that he fhould write to the ſquire, ſigni- 
fying his approbation of my paſſion for his ſiſter, and 
offering a ſettlement which he ſhould have no rea- 
ſon to reject; and that, if he ſhould refuſe the propo- 
fal, we would crown our mutual wiſhes without any 


My father makes a preſent to N. arciſſa—the letter is dif 
patched to her brother —1 appear among my acquain- 
tance—Banter's behaviour —the Squire refuſes. his con- 
fent—my uncle comes to touun—approves of my choice 
Jam married—we meet the ſquire and his lady at the 

play our acquaintance is courted. 


FT ER having ſpent the evening to the ſatiſ- 
faction of all preſent, my father addreſſed him- 
{elf thus to Narciſſa, « Madam, give me leave to con- 
ſider you hereafter as my daughter, in which capacity 
T infiſt upon your accepting this firſt inſtance of my pa- 
ternal duty and affection.“ With theſe words he put into 
her hand a bank-note of 5ool. which ſhe no ſooner ex- 
amined, than with a low curtfey the replied, « Dear 
Sir, though I have not the leaſt occafion for this ſupply, 


I have too great a veneration for you to refuſe this proof 


of your generoſity and eſteem, which I the more freely 
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receive, becauſe I already look upon Mr Randomes in- 
tereſt as inſeparably connected with mine.” He was 
extremely well pleaſed with her frank and ingenuous re- 
ply; upon which we ſaluted, and withed her good night. 
The letter, at my requeſt, was diſpatched to Suſſex by 
an expreſs, and in the mean time, Don Rodrigo, to grace 
my nuptials, hired a ready furniſhed houſe, and ſet up a 
very handſome equipage. | 1 
Tunovuck I paſſed the greateſt part of the day with 
the darling of my ſoul, I found leiſure ſometimes to 
be among my former acquaintance, who were aſto- 
niſhed at the magnificence of my appearance: Banter 
in particular was confounded at the ſtrange viciſſitudes 
of my fortune, the cauſes of which he endeavoured in 
vain to diſcover, until I thought fit to diſcloſe the whole 
ſecret of my laſt voyage, partly in confideration of our 
former intimacy, and partly to prevent unfavourable con- 
jectures which he and others, in all probability, would 
have made in regard to my circumſtances. He pro- 
feſſed great ſatisfaction at this piece of news, and I had 
no cauſe to believe him inſincere, when I conſidered 
that he would now look upon himſelf as acquitted of 
the debt he owed me, and at the ſame time flatter him- 
ſelf with hopes of borrowing more. I carried him 
home to dinner with me, and my father liked his con- 
verſation ſo much, that, upon hearing his difficulties, 
he defired me to accommodate him for the preſent, 
and enquire if he would accept of a commitfion in the 
army, towards the purchaſe of which he would willingly 
lend him money. Accordingly, I gave my friend 
an opportunity of being alone with me, when, as I ex- 
pected, he told me that he was juſt on the point of be- 
ing reconciled to an old rich uncle, whoſe heir he was, 
but wanted a few pieces for immediate expence, which 
he defired I would lend him, and take his bond for the 
whole. His demand was limited to ten guineas; and 
when J put twenty into his hand, he ftared at me for 
ſome moments; then putting it into his purſe, ſaid, 
« Ay, tis all one,—you {hall have the whole in a very 
ſhort time.” When J had taken his note, to ſave the 
expence of a bond, I expreſſed fome ſurpriſe that 2 
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fellow of his ſpirit ſhould loiter away his time in idle- 
neſs, and aſked why he did not chuſe to make his for- 
tune in the army. «© What! (ſaid he), throw away my 
money upon a ſubaltern's commiſſion, to be under the 
command of a parcel of ſcoundrels, who have raiſed 
themſelves above me by the moſt infamous practices! 
no, I love independency too well to ſacrifice my life, 
health, and pleaſure for ſuch a pitiful conſideration.” — 
Finding him averſe to this way of life, I changed the 
ſubject, and returned to Don Rodrigo, who had juſt re- 
ceived the following epiſtle from the ſquire. 


* 


8 I R, 

cc CONCERNING a letter which I recelied; ſub- 
ſcribed R. Random, this is the anſwer. As for you, I 
know nothing of you. Your ſon, or pretended fon, I 
have ſeen ;—if he marries my ſiſter, at his peril be it; I 
do declare, that he ſhall not have one farthing of her 
fortune, which becomes my property, if ſhe takes a 
huſband without my conſent. Your ſettlement, I do 
believe, is all a ſham, and yourſelf no better than you 
ſhould be; but if you had all the wealth of the Indies, 
your ſon ſhall never match in our family, with the con- 
ſent of 

OxsoN ToPEHALL.” 


My father was not much ſurpriſed at this polite let- 
ter, after having heard the chararcter of the author; 
and as for me, I was even pleaſed at his refuſal, becauſe 
I now had an opportunity of ſhewing my diſintereſted 
love. By his permiſſion I waited on my charmer; and, 
having unparted the contents of her brother's letter, at 
which the wept bitcerly, in ſpite of all my conſolation. 
and carefles, the time of our marriage was fixed at the 
diſtance of two days. During this interval, in which 
my ſoul was wound up to the laſt ſtretch of rapturous 
expectation, Narciſſa endeavourcd to reconcile ſome of 
her relations in town to her marriage with me; but, 
finding them all deaf to her remonſtrances, either out of 
envy or prejudice, ſhe told me with the moſt enchant- 
ing ſweetneſs, while the tears bedewed her lovely cheeks, 
Sure the world will no longer queſtion your genero- 
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ſity, when you take a poor forlorn beggar to your arms 
Affected with her ſorrow, I preſſed the fair mourner to 
my breaſt, and ſwore that ſhe was more dear and wel- 
come on that account, becauſe ſhe had ſacrificed her 
friends and fortune to her love for me. My uncle, for 
whoſe character ſhe had a great veneration, being by 
this time come to town, I introduced him to my bride 
and although he was not very much ſubject to reſined 
ſenſations, he was ſtruck dumb with admiration at her 
beauty. After having kiſſed and gazed at her for ſome 
time, he turned to me, ſaying, „Odds bobs, Rory! 
here's a notable prize indeed, finely built and gloriouſly 
rigged, i faith ! if ſhe an't well manned when you have 
the command of her, ſirrah, you deſerve to go to ſea in 
a cockle ſhell. No offence, I hope, niece; you muſt 
not mind what I fay, being (as the ſaying is) a plain ſea- 
faring man, thof mayhap I have as much regard for you 
as another.” She received him with great civility, told 
him ſhe had longed a great while to ſee a perſon to 
whom ſhe was ſo much indebted for his generoſity to 

Mr Random; that ſhe looked upon him as her uncle, by 
which name the begged leave to call him for the future; 
and that the was very ſure he could ſay nothing that 
would give her the leaſt offence. 'The honeſt Captain 
was tranſported at her courteous behaviour, and inſiſted 
upon giving her away at the ceremony, {wearing that 
he loved her as well as if ſhe was his own child, and 
that he would give two thouſand guineas to the firſt 
fruit of our love, as ſoon as it could ſqueak, Every 
thing being prepared for the ſolemnization of our nup- 
tials, which were to be performed privately at my fa- 
ther's houſe, the auſpicious hour arrived, when Don 
Rodrigo and my uncle went in the coach to fetch the 
bride and Miſs Williams; leaving me with a parſon, 
Banter, and Strap, neither of whom had as yet ſeen my 
charming miſtreſs. My faithful valet, who was on the 
rack of impatience to behold a lady of whom he had 

heard ſo much, no ſooner underſtood that the coach was 
returned, than he placed himſelf at a window to have 
a peep at her as ſhe alighted; and when he ſaw her, 
clapped his hands together, turned up the white of his 
_exes, and with his mouth wide open, remained in a 
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ſort of extacy, which broke out into, „O Dea certe ! 
gualis in Eurote ripis, aut per juga Cynthi, exercet Diana 
chorus The doctor and Banter were ſurpriſed to hear 
my man ſpeak Latin; but when my father led Narciſſa 
into the room, the object of their admiration was ſoon 
changed, as appeared in the countenances of both. In- 
deed they muſt have been the moſt inſenſible of all be- 
ings, could they have beheld without emotion the divine 
creature that approached! She was dreſſed in a fack 
of white ſattin, embroidered on the breaſt with gold; 
the crown of her head was covered with a ſmall French 
cap, from whence deſcended her beautiful hair in ring- 
lets that waved upon her ſnowy neck, which dignified 
the necklace I had given her; her looks glowed with 
modeſty and love; and her boſom, through the veil of 
gauze that ſhaded it, afforded a proſpect of Elyſium !— 
I received this ineſtimable gift of Providence as became 
me; and in a little time the clergyman did his office, 
my uncle, at his own earneſt requeſt, acting the part of 
a father to my dear Narcitla, who trembled very much, 
and had ſcarce ſpirits fufficient to ſupport her under 
this great change of ſituation, Soon as ſhe was mine 
by the laws of heaven and earth, I printed a burning 
kiſs upon her lips, my father embraced her tenderly, my 
uncle hugged her with great affection, and I preſented 
her to my friend Banter, who ſaluted her in a very po- 
lite manner; Miſs Williams hung round her neck, and 
wept plentifully; while Strap fell upon his knees, and 
begged to kiſs his lady's hand, which ſhe preſented with 
great affability.— I ſhall not pretend to deſcribe my own 
feelings at this juncture; let it ſuffice to ſay, that, after 
having ſupped and entertained ourſelves till ten o'clock, 
I cautioned my Narciſſa againſt expoſing her health by 
fitting up too late, and ſhe was prevailed upon to with- 
draw with her maid to an apartment deſtined for us. 
When ſhe left the room, her face was overſpread with 
a bluſh that ſet all my blood in a ſtate of fermentation, 
and made every pulſe beat with tenfold vigour ! She was 
ſo cruel as to let me remain in this condition a full half 
hour; when no longer able to reſtrain my impatience, 
I broke from the company, burſt into her chamber, puth- 
ed out her confident, locked the door, and found her 
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O heaven and earth -a feaſt, a thouſand times more 
delicious than my moſt fanguine hope preſaged But 
let me not profane the chaſte myſteries of Hymen. I 
was the happieſt of men! 
| Ins the morning I was waked by three or four drums, 
which Banter had placed under the window; upon 
which I withdrew the curtain, and enjoyed the un- 
ſpeakable ſatisfaction of contemplating thoſe angelic 
charms, which were now in my poſſeſſion! Beauty! 
which, whether ſleeping or awake, ſhot forth peculiar 
graces The light darting upon my Narciſſa's eyes, ſhe 
awoke alfo, and, recollecting her ſituation, hid her 
bluſhes in my-boſom. I was diſtracted with joy! I could 
not believe the evidence of my ſenſes, and looked upon 
Rall that had happened as the fictions of a dream] In the 
mean time my uncle knocked at the door, and bade me 
turn out, for I had had a long ſpell. Iroſe accordingly, 
and ſent Miſs Williams to her miſtreſs, myſelf receiving 
the congratulations of Captain Bowling, who rallied me 
in his ſea-pharſe with great ſucceſs. In leſs than an 
hour, Don Rordigo led my wife in to breakfaſt, where 
ſhe received the compliments of the company on her 
looks, which, they ſaid, if poſſible, were improved by 
matrimony. As her delicate ears were offended with 
none of thoſe indecent ambiguities, which are too often 
ſpoke on ſuch occaſions, ſhe behaved with dignity un- 
affected modeſty, and eaſe; and, as a teſtimony of my 
affection and eſteem, I preſented her, in preſence of 
them all, with a deed, by which I ſettled the whole for- 
tune I was poſſeſſed of on her and her heirs for ever. 
She accepted it with a glance of moſt tender acknow- 
ledgment, obſerved, that ſhe could not be ſurpriſed 
at any thing of this kind I ſhould do, and defired my 
father to take the trouble of keeping it, ſaying, “Next 
to my own Mr Random, you are the perſon in whom | 
ought to have the greateſt confidence.” Charmed with 
her prudent and ingenuous manner of proceeding, he 
took the paper, and aſſured her that it ſhould not loſe 
its value while in his cuſtody. 
As we had not many viſits to give and receive, the 
little time we ſtaid in town was ſpent in going to 
public diverſions, where I have the vanity to think 
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Narciſſa was ſeldom eclipſed. One night in particular, 
we had ſent our footman to keep one of the ſtage 
boxes, which we no ſooner entered, than we perceived 
in the oppoſite box the ſquire and his lady, who ſeem- 
ed not a little ſurpriſed at feeing us. I was pleaſed at 
this opportunity of confronting them; the more, be- 
cauſe Melinda was robbed of all her admirers by my 
wife, who happened that night to outſhine her fiſter 
both in beauty and dreſs. She was piqued at Narciſſa's 
victory, toſſed her head a thouſand different ways, flirt- 
ed her fan, looked at us with diſdain, then whiſpered 
to her huſband, and broke out into an affected giggle ; 
but all arts proved ineffectual, either to diſcompoſe Mrs 
Random, or to conceal her own mortification, which 
at length forced her away long before the play was 
done. 'The news of our marriage being ſpread with 
many circumſtances to our diſadvantage, by the induſtry 
of this malignant creature, a certain fet of perſons, fond 
of ſcandal, began to enquire into the particulars of my 
fortune, which they no ſooner underſtood to be inde- 
pendent, than the tables were turned, and our acquain- 
tance courted as much. as it had 'been deſpiſed before. 
But Narciſſa had too much dignity of pride to encou- 
rage this change of conduct, eſpecially in her relations, 
whom ſhe could never be prevailed upon to ſee, after the 
malicious reports they had raiſed to her prejudice. 


CHAPTER LXIX. 
Ty father intends to reviſit the place of his nativity—ave 


' promiſe to accompany him—my uncle renews his will in 
my favour, determining to go to ſea again vu ſet out for 
Scotland—arrive at Fdinburgh—purchaſe our paternal 
eftate—proceed to it—halt at the town where I was 
educated—take up my bond to Crab—the behaviour of 
Potion and his wife, and one of my female coufins—our 
reception at the eftate—Strap marries Miſs Williams, 
and is ſettled by my father to his own ſatisfaction—41 am 


more and more happy. 


Y father intending to reviſit his native country, 
and pay the tribute of a few tears at my mo- 
ther's grave, Narciſſa and I reſolved to accompany him 


— 
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in the execution of his pious office, and accordingly 
prepared for the journey; in which, however, my uncle 
would not engage, being reſolved to try his fortune 
once more at ſea. In the mean time, he renewed his 
will in favour of my wife and me, and depoſited it in 
the hands of his brother-in-law : While I (that I might 
not be wanting to my own intereſt) ſummoned the 
ſquire to produce his father's will at Doctor's Commons, 
and employed a proctor to manage the affair in my ab- 
ſen ee. | | 
EveERY thing being thus ſettled, we took leave of all 
our friends in London, and ſet out for Scotland, Don 
Rodrigo, Narcifla, Miſs Williams, and I, in the coach, 
and Strap with two men in livery on horſeback. As 
we made eaſy ſtages, my charmer held it out very well 
till we arrived at Edinburgh, where we propoſed to reſt 
ourſelves ſome weeks. | 
HERE Don Rodrigo having intelligence that the fox- 
hunter had ſpent his eſtate, which was to be expoſed to 
{ale by public auction, he determined to make a purchaſe 
of the {pot where he was born, and actually bought all 
the land that belonged to his father. 
IN a few days after this bargain was made we left 
Edinburgh, in order to go and take poſſeſſion; and, by 
the way, halted one night in that town where I was e- 
ducated. Upon enquiry, I found that Mr Crab was 
dead; whereupon I ſent for his executor, paid the ſum 
I owed, with intereſt, and took up my bond. Mr Po- 
tion and his wife, hearing of our arrival, had the aſſu- 
rance to come to the inn where we lodged, and ſend up 
their names, with a defire of being permitted to pay their 
reſpects to my father and me; but their ſordid beha- 
viour towards me, when I was an orphan, had made too 
deep an impreſſion on my mind, to be effaced by this 
mean mercenary piece of condeſcenſion; I therefore re- 
jected their meſſage with diſdain, and bade Strap tell 
them, that my father and I deſired to have no com- 
munication with ſuch low minded wretches as they 
were. | 
Tx had not been gone half an hour, when a wo- 5 
man, without any ceremony, opened the door of the 
room where we ſat, and, making towards my father, ac- 
VoL. I. . 1 
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coſted him with, « Uncle, your ſervant—I am glad to 
ſee you.” This was no other than one of my female 
couſins, mentioned in the firſt part of my memoirs, to 
whom Don Rodrigo replied, *« Pray, who are you, ma- 
dam?” „O! (cried ſhe) my couſin Rory there knows 
me very well.—Don't you remember me, Rory!“ 
„ Yes, madam, (ſaid I), for my own part, I ſhall never 
forget you. Sir, this is one of the young ladies, who 
(as I have formerly told you) treated me fo. humanely 
in my childhood!“ When I pronounced theſe words, 
my father's reſentment'glowed in his viſage, and he or- 
dered her to be gone, with ſuch a commanding aſpect, 

that ſhe retired in a fright, muttering curſes as ſhe went 
down ſtairs. We afterwards learned that the was mar- 
ried to an enſign, who had already fpent all her for- 
tune; and that her ſiſter had bore a child to her mother's 
fodtman, who is now her huſband, and keeps a petty 
ale-houſe in the country. 

Tk fame of our flouriſhing - condition having ar- 
rived at this place before us, we got notice that the 
magiſtrates intended next day to compliment us with 
the freedom of their town; upon which my father, 
conſidering their complaiſance in the right point of 
view, ordered the horſes to the coach carly in the 
morning. 

Wet proceeded to our eſtate, which lay about twenty 
miles from this placez and when we came within half a 
league of the houſe, were met by a prodigious number 
of poor tenants, men, women, and children, who teſti- 
fied their joy by loud acclamations, and accompanied 
our coach to the gate. As there is no part of the world 
in which the peaſants are more attached to their Lords 
than in Scotland, we were almoſt devoured by their 
affection. My father had abr ays been their favourite, 
and now that he appeared their maſter, after having 
been thought dead ſo long, their joy broke out into a 
thouſand extravagances : When we entered the court- 
yard, we were ſurrounded by a vaſt number, who croud- 
ed „ ſo cloſely to ſee us, that ſeveral were in dan- 
ger of being ſqueezed to death; thoſe who were near 
Don Rodrigo fell upon their knees, and kiſſed his hand, 
or the hem of his garment, praying aloud for long life 
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and proſperity to him; others approached Narciſſa and 
me in the ſame manner; while the reſt clapped their 
hands at a diſtance, and invoked Heaven to ſhower its 
choiceſt bleſſings on our heads! In ſhort, the whole 
ſcene, though rude, was ſo affecting, that the gentle 
partner of my heart wept over it, and my father himſelf 
could not refrain from dropping a tear. PO 
HavisxG welcomed his daughter and me to his houſe, 
he ordered ſome bullocks to be killed, and ſome hogſ- 
heads of ale to be brought from the neighbouring vil- 
lage, to regale theſe honeſt people, who had not enjoyed 
ſuch a holiday for many years before. Sn, 
Nx day we were viſited by the gentlemen in the 
neighbourhood, moſt of them our relations, one of 
whom brought along with him my couſin, the foxhunter, 
who had ſtaid at his houſe ſince he was obliged to leave 
his own. My father was generous enough to receive 
him kindly, and even promiſe to purchaſe for him a 
commiſſion in the army, for which he expreſſed great 
thankfulneſs and joy. | 
My charming Narciſſa was univerſally admired and 
loved for her beauty, affability, and good ſenſe; and ſo 
well pleaſed with the ſituation of the place, and the com- 
pany round, that the has not, as yet, diſcovered the leaſt 
defire of changing her habitation. 5 | 
Wr had not been many days ſettled, when I pre- 
vailed upon my father to pay a viſit to the village 
where I had been at ſchool. Here we were received 
by the principal inhabitants, who entertained us in the 
church, where Mr Syntax the ſchoolmaſter (my ty- 
rant being dead) pronounced a Latin oration in ho- 
nour of our family. And none exterted themſelves 
more than Strap's father and relations, who looked up- 
on the honeſt valet as the firſt geatleman of their race, 
and honoured his benefactors accordingly. Having 
received the homage of this place, we retired, leaving 
forty pounds for the benefit of the poor of the pariſh 
and that very night, Strap being a little elevated with 
the regard that had been ſhown to him, and to me on 
his account, ventured to tell me, that he had a ſneak- 
ing kindneſs for Miſs Williams, and that, if his“ lady 
and I would uſe our intereſt in his behalf, he did not 
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doubt that ſhe would liſten to his addreſſes. Surprifed 
at this propoſal, I aſked if he knew the ſtory of that 
unfortunate young gentlewoman : Upon which he re- 

ied, „Ves, yes, I know what you mean—ſhe has 

en 'uobappy, I grant you—but what of that? Iam 
convinced of her reformation; or elfe you and my 
good lady would not treat her with ſuch reſpect As 
for the cenſure of the world, I value it not a fig's end 
—beſides, the world knows nothing of the matter.” I 
commended his philoſophy, and intereſted Narcifla in 
his cauſe; who interceded ſo effectually, that, in a 
little time, Miſs Williams yielded her conſent, and they 
were married with the approbation of Don Rodrigo, 
who gave him five hundred pounds to ſtock a farm, 
and made him overſeer of his eſtate. My generous bed- 
fellow gave her maid the ſame ſum z ſo that they live 
in great peace and plenty within half a mile of us, and 
daily put up prayers for our preſervation. 

Ir there be ſuch a thing as true happineſs on earth 
I enjoy it. The impetuous tranſports of my paſſion 
are now ſettled and mellowed into endearing fondneſs 
and tranquillity of love, rooted by that intimate con- 
nection and interchange of hearts, which nought but 
virtuous wedlock can produce. Fortune ſeems deter- 
mined to make ample amends for her former cruelty; 
for my proctor writes, that, notwithſtanding the clauſe 
in my fa ther-in-law's will, on which the ſquire founds 
his claim, I ſhall certainly recover my wife's fortune, 
in conſequence of a codicil annexed, which explains 
that clauſe, and limits her reſtriction to the age of 
nineteen, after which ſhe was at her own diſpoſal. I 
would have ſet out for London immediately after re- 
ceiving this piece of intelligence, but my dear angel has 
been qualmith of late, and begins to grow remarkably 
round in the waiſt ; ſo that I cannot leave her in ſuch 
an intereſting ſituation, which I hope will produce 
ſomething to crown my felicity. 
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